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This invention relates to a device for crimping
and trimming pies. More particularly, the in-
vention has reference to a crimping and trim-
ming device which is of the shears type, the de-
vice being so formed as to permit the same to be
initially applied to the periphery of a pie in such
a manner as to crimp said periphery, the device
further being so formed as to allow it to be sub~-
sequently applied to the pie periphery in such a
way as to trim the excess dough therefrom.

The main object of the present invention is to
provide a pie crimping and trimming device of
the shears type which will be of a generally im-
proved design, so as to permit a pie to be fluted
or crimped, and subsequently trimmed, with
minimum difficulty and in minimum time.

Still another object is to provide a device as
stated wherein the crimping means will be so
glesigned as to permit excess dough to be given
an escape, instead of being forced back onio the
top of the pie.

Another object of importance is to provide a
device as stated which can be shifted inwardly
of the periphery of the pie to a selected extent,
thereby to form the flutes to selected widths.
This arrangement is desirable in that it allows
pies to be crimped or fluted in any of various
ways. For example, in some instances one may
desire to extend the flutes fully from the edge of
the pie to the beginning of the dished portion
thereof. In other instances, one may desire to
form the flutes to a smaller size, thereby to de-
fine a continuous, upstanding portion bounding
the dished portion of the pie and extended along
the inner edge of the fluted area.

Another object is to provide a device as stated
in which the pie can be trimmed of excess dough
with little difficulty, after the fluting step has
been completed. Heretofore, it has been pro-
posed to provide a shears-type crimper and trim-
mer which trims the excess dough from the pie
simultaneously with the crimping thereof, but it
has been found that this proposed construction
automatically involves that the fluted area be,
in every instance of a predetermined width., It
has been further found that the construction
heretofore proposed will, in many instances, force
the dough inwardly of the pie, both of these
characteristics being undesirable in a device of
this type.

Other objects will appear from the following
description, the claims appended thereto, and
from the annexed drawing, in which like refer-
ence characters designate like parts throughout

the several views, and wherein;: ]
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- Figure 1 is a side elevational view of a crimp-
ing and trimming device formed in accordance
with the present invention:

Figure 2 18 & top plan view;

Figure 3 is an end elevational view, wherein
tne device is viewed from the right in Figure 1;

Figure 4 is an enlarged, {ragmentary longifu-
dinal sectional view showing the device applied
10 & pie to be trimmed; |

Migure 5 i1s a fragmenvary top plan view show-
inng the device in use; and

Pigure 6§ is a reduced side clevational view
snowing the device with the parts positioned
ready for trimming of the pie.

The pie crimping and trimming device has
been designated generally by the reference nu-
meral {§. A pie to be trimmed has also been

shown in the drawing, said pie being contained

in a ple tin or pan (2, and heing designated gen-
erally by the reference numeral 14, -

The Invention includes pivotally connected
members 16, {8 respectively each of which will
be described in turn.

Member {8 includes a grip 28, which is of con-
ventional, looped design, said grip being adapted
t0 receive the fingers of one hand. A#f its Inner
end, the grip 20 is of tapered formation, and
merges into an upwardly offset mid-length por-
tion Z2. Portion 2¢, as shown in Figure 2, is re-
duced inn thickness relative to the arm portion 24
of sald member (8. The arm 24 Is of straight
formation, and is integral, at ils outer end, with
a crimping plate 26. Crimping plate 26 is of
Hat formation, and may be reinforced medially
hetween the opposite side edges thereof by heing
formed with a thickened part 28.

The outer edge of the plate 26 is curved from
side to side of the plate, as at 38, the curvature
of the plate corresponding to the curvature of
the periphery of the pie {4,

Formed upon the underside of the plate, over
the full area of the plate, are depending ribs or
flutes 82. These are extended in paralle]l rela-
tion, and are of straight formation, each rib ex-
tending fully from the outer edge 38 10 the oppos-
ing, inner edge of the plate 28, as best shown i
Higure 2. By reason of this srrangement, par-
allel spaces are defined between the several ribs,
said spaces being fully open at their opposite
ends, upon the outer and inner edges of the
plate 26, respectively. This construction sllows
an escape for the dough of the pie {4, when the
pie iz crimped in the manner shown in Figure 4.

It is also important to note that the plate 26

86 js so designed as to cause its greatest dimen-
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sion to be disposed transversely of the longi-
tudinal center line of the member 8. The ad-
vantage of this formation will be described In
detail hereinafter.

The member 1§, at one end, is formed with a
looped grip 34 complementing the grip 20, so as
to receive the thumb of the user’s hand. Looped
orip 34 is of tapered formation at its inner end,
merging into a downwardly offset portion 36 of
half thickness, extending in contact with the por-
tion 22 of member (8. A pivot pin 38 extends
between the portions 22, 36, through registering
openings formed in said portions, thus to pivot-
ally connect vhe members {6, 18 for relative
SwWinging movement between positions shown in
Figures 1 and 6, respectively. |

The downwardly offset portion 36 of member (6
merges into an elongated, straight blade £0
aligned longitudinally with arm 24, and underly-

ing said arm. Blade 40 is preferably of triangular -

Cross secvion as shown in Figure 3, and has a flat
top surface faced upwardly, to oppose the down-
wardly facing, depending ribs 22 of member 8.
This causes the cutting edge of the blade 48 to
be faced downwardly, for a purpose to be made
presently apparent.

The blade £8, as shown in Figures 1 and 4, is
extended invo closely spaced relation to the edge
3, but terminates short of said edge.

Iin use of the device, and assuming the pie is
to be first crimped or fiuted, the device woulad first
be gripped in one hand of the user and the plate
26 and knife or blade 46 moved apart. The plate
and blade are then disposed above and below the
peripheral flange of the pie tin, as shown in
IFigure 4, and are forced toward one another. The
fiat top surface of the blade 48 will engage the
undaersicde of the rolled edge of the pie tin, and
as a result, the piate 2§ can be forced downwardly
toward the peripheral flange of the pie tin to
any extent desired, thus to crimp or fiute the
perivhery of the pie {4 as deeply as desired. Fur-
ther, the fiuted area can be formed of any desired
width, as will be readily apparent. In every
instance, excess dough is permitted to escape
throcugh the open inner ends of the spaces he-
tween adjacent, parallel ribs 32 of plate 26.

After the pie has been fully crimped, the mem-
pers are spread as in Figure 6.

The blade 48 is then used alone to trim the
excess dough from the pie,

It is believed apparent that the invention is
not necessarily confined to the specific use or uses
therecl described above, since it may be utilized
for any purpose to which it may be suited. Nor
is the invention to be necessarily limited to the
specific construction 1llustrated and described,
since such construction is only intended to be
illustrative of the principles of operation and the
means presently devised to carry out said prin-
ciples, it being considered that the invention com-
prehends any minor change in construction that
may ke permitted within the scope of the ap-
nended claims.

What is claimed is:

1. A pie crimping and trimming device com-
prising a pair of elongated members pivotally
connected together at substantially the midlength
of each, one end of each of said pair of members
being formed to provide a grip, the other end of
one of said pair of members having its end rentote
from said grip end formed to provide a crimping
plate, said plate having on one face thereof o
plurality of ribs; the other of said pair of mem-
bers being triangular in cross section at its end
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remote from said grip end and having one side
disposed substantially parallel to said plate and
meeting therewith when said grip ends are moved
together, the edge of said other member opposite
said side forming a blade adapted and arranged

to coact with the periphery of a pie pan to sever
dough overlying the periphery, said pair ¢f mem-
bers being swingable together to close the face of
the plate having the ribs toward the said one side
of the other member whereby dough lying on the
rim of a pie pan placed therebetween may bhe
pressed against the rim and crimped to have
ridges disposed in the plane of the pan rim.

2. A pie crimping and trimming device com-
prising a pair of elongated members pivotally
connected together at substantially the midlengih
of each, one end of each of said pair ot members
being formed to provide a grip, the other end of
one of said pair of members having its end remote
from said grip end formed {o provide a crimping
plate, said plate having on one face thereof a
plurality of parallel ribs extending longiiudinally
from the outer edge inwardly to the inner edge of
said plate; the other of said pair of members
being triahgular in cross section at its end remote
from said grip end and having one side disposed
subsvantially parallel to said plate and meeting
therewith when said grip ends are moved to-
gether, the edge of said other member opposite
said side forming a blade adapied and arranged
to coact with the periphery of a pie pan to sever
dough overlying the periphery, said pair of mem-
bers being swingable together to close the face of
the plate having vhe ribs toward the said one side
of the other member whereby dough lying on the
rim of a pie pan placed therebetweenrn may he
pressed against the rim and crimped to have
ridges disposed in the piane of the pan rim.

3. A pie crimping and trimming device com-
prising a pair of elongated members nivovally con-
nected together at substantially the midlength of
each, one end of each of said pair of members he-
ing formed to provide a grip, the other end of one
of said pair of members having its end remote

= from said grip end forimmed to provide a crimping

plate, said crimping plate having its outer edge
concavely curved and being disposed in a plane
transverse to the plane of pivotal movement of
sald pair of members relative to each other, said
plate having on one face thereof a plurality of
parallel ribs extending longitudinally from the
outer edge Inwardly to the inner edge of said
plate; the other of said pair of members being tri-
angular in cross section at its end remote from
said grip end and having one side disposed sub-
stantially parallel to said plate and meetling
therewith when said grip ends are moved together,
the edge of said other member opposite said side
forming a blade adapted and arranged to coact
with the periphery, said pair of members being
swingable together 0 close the face ¢of the plate
having the ribs toward the said one side of the
other member whereby dough lying on the rim of
a pie pan placed therebetween may be pressed
against the rim and crimped to have ridges ra-
dially disposed to and in the plane of the pan rim.,
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