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AN AcT .relating to courts; creabing the wyoning circuit court
System to replace and supplant jusiice.of the peace courts and
county courtsi Providing for the creation of circuLt court
districts and tle appointnent of circuit court judges, speclfylng
the jurisdiction and poEer oi clrcuit courtsi sPecify.ing
procedures for circuit courtsi provlding for the appointment of
circuit court cornmissioners and adjunct connissioners and
specifying their powers and duties; granting rulenakinq
authorityi and provlding for an effective date.
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HOUSE BILL NO. HBO084

Circult court system.

Sponsored by: ,Joint Judiciary Interim Committee

A BILIJ

for

1- AN ACT relati-ng to courts; creating the Wyoming Ci-rcuit

2 Court System to replace and supplant justice of the peace

3 courts and county courts; providing for the creation of

4 circuit court districts and the appointment of circuit court

5 judges; specifying the jurisdiction and power of clrcuit

6 courts; speci-fying proiedures for circuit courts; providing

7 for the appointment of clrcuit court commj-ssioners and

B adjunct commissioners and speclfying their powers and

9 duties; grantj-ng rulemaking authority; and providing for an

10 ef f ecti-ve date .

11

12 Be ft Enacted by the Legislature of the Stafe of lfyoming:

13

1"4 Section 1. W.S. 5-8-101- through 5-8-170 are created to

15 read:

16

I'I CHAPTER 8

18 CIRCUIT COURTS

HBo084
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2 5-8-101. Definitions; construction of provisions'

3

4

5

o { i ) rr Fel onvrr means a criminal- of f ense for which! v 4 v--l

7 the penalty authorized by law includes imprisonment 1n a

I state penal institution for more than one (1) yeari

9

1"0 (fi) "High misdemeanor" means a misdemeanor for

11 which the penalty authorized by Iaw exceeds the jurisdiction

72 of municipal courts;

,LJ

74 (iii) "Misdemeanor" means a crimina] offense less

15 than a felony;

16

1'7 (iv) "This actrr means W.S. 5-8-l-01 through

18 5-8-170.

19

20 (b) When no special provision is otherwise made by

21 law, the circuit court shall be vested wj-th all inherent

22 powers which are possessed by courts of record in thls

23 state.

24

25 5-8-102. Circuit court districts created; e>qPense.

(a) As used in this act:

HBO084
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1

2 (al There is created the Wyomi-ng Circuit Court System

3 which shall- be state funded and shall replace the justice of

4 peace courts and the county courts.

6 (b) The Wyomlng supreme court shal1 determj-ne the

7 circuit court districts and the number and l-ocation of the

I judges who are to serve the circuit court system, subject to

9 the approval of the legislature through the state budget

1O process. Determinations by the supreme court shalf be

11 based on criteria which includes the population of each

1,2 county, geographical factors, as well- as the case workload

13 for the system.

I4

15 (c) The supreme court shall from tlme Lo time, but

16 not less than every ten (10) years after the establishment

I'7 of the circuit court system, conduct studies to determine

1B the number of judges and their location required for the

1"9 circuit court svstem.

20

21' (d) The judicial salaries, safaries of the clerical

22 staff, supplies, operating costs, jury and witness expenses

23 and other expenses of the circuit court shalf be paid by the

24 state.

25

HBO084
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1 5-8-103. Concurrent jurisdiction,' terms of court.

3 (a) All circuit court judges shall have concurrent

4 jurisdiction throughout the state.

6 (b) Regular terms of the circuit court shal1 be held

7 in the circui-t court, one (1) term beginning on the second

I Monday in January and one (1) term beginning on the second

9 Monday in July of each year.

l_0

11 5-8-104. Justice of Peace courts and county courts

72 supplanted and replaced.

13

L4 (a) fn any county i-n which there are one (1) or more

''I q -.i rrsti r-c of fhc ne:.-e r-nr]rf - f 1.,a ^i r^r1i t COUft ShallI uor-r\/s !,/ r Ltls lJsct\-s \-'..,!r! LDt Lllg (-J-r- \/lr-l I

16 supplant and replace the justice of peace courts of the

71 county and shatl exercise the jurisdiction previously

18 exercised by the justice of peace courts.

19

20 (b) In any county in whlch a county court has been

21, estabfished, at the effective date of this act the county

22 court shall be known as the "Circuit Court of the State of

23 Wyoming, (Number of the Circuit Court Judlcial District)

24 Circuit, (Name of county) County, " and the counLy judge

25 presiding at the effective date of this act shall thereafter

HBOOB4
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1 be designated circuit court judge of the "Cj-rcuit Court of

2 the State of Wyoming, (Number of the Circuit Court Judicial

3 District) Ci-rcuit."

5 5-8-105. Dispositions of fines and penalties under

6 general state laws.

'I

8 All fines and penalties under the general laws of the state

9 shall be pai-d into the county treasury to the credit of the

10 public school fund to the county.

11

72 5-8-106. Supreme court to adopt rules; rules of civil

13 and criminal procedure to €tovern courts; excePtion.

74

15 The supreme court is hereby vested with management and

L6 supervisory powers over the circuit courts of the state of

L']. Wyoming, and shall, by ru.l-e of the supreme court, establish

18 procedures and regulations for the effective and expeditious

19 admi-ni-stration of the business of the ci-rcuit courts and

20 shafl establish fees and costs for those courts. The

21 Wyomlng Rules of Civil Procedure and the Wyoming Rules of

22 Criminal Procedure as amended or supplemented from time to

23 time, shall- govern circuit courts unless those rules or any

24 parts thereof are declared inapplicable by the supreme

25 court. Commissioners, as used in the Wyoming Rules of

HBOOB4
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1 Criminaf Procedure, shall lnclude circuit court judges and

2 circuit court commissioners.

4 5-8-107. Name of court; Presider'

5

6 In the counties in which a circuit court is establ-ished, the

7 court shall be calted the "Circuit Court of the State of

B Wyoming, (Name of the Circuit Court Judiciaf District)

9 Clrcuit, (Name of county) County, " which sha1l be a court of

L0 record. The circuit court shall be presided over by a

L1 circuit judge.

1"2

13 5-8-108. Term of judges.

74

15 (a) The terms of circuit court judges shall be four

L6 (4) years. Each judge sefected under the provisions of

7'7 article 5, section 4 of the Wyoming constitutlon shall serve

18 for one (1) year after the appolntment and until the first

19 Monday in ,January following the next general election after

20 the expiration of such year. The judge shafl, at such

2I general election, stand for retention in offlce within the

22 circuit of residence as provided in article 5, section 4 of

23 the Wyoming constitution.

24

HBOOB4
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(b) AII circuit court judges who are presidlng at the

effective date of this act shall- stand for retention at the

end of the term for which they were retained as county court

judges.

(c) A clrcuit court judge who is permanently

transferred to a different circuit shall serve for one (1)

year after the transfer and until- the first Monday in

,fanuary following the next general election after the

expiration of such year. The judge shafl, at such general

election, stand for retention in office within the new

clrcuit of residence as provided in article 5, section 4 of

the Wyomlng constitution.

5-8-109. .Tudges to be

nomination and appointment.

nonpartisan; manner of

Judges of the circuit court shafl be nonpartisan, and shall

be nominated, appoi-nted and retained as provided by article

5, section 4 of the Wyoming constitution.

5-8-110. Qualifications for appointment.

(a) To be eligible for appointment to the office of

judge of a circuit court/ a person shall:

HBOOB4
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(i) Be a qualified elector of the state;

97LSO-02 6 6

(ii) Be authorized to practice law in Wyoming,'

7 (iii) Have practiced law for a period of at least

I three (3) years.

Y

L0 5-8-111. Instruction of judges.

11

12 The supreme court of Wyoming may provide by rufe for

13 j-nst.ruction of judges and court corunissioners of the circuit

14 courL by whatever means the supreme court deems appropriate.

15

L6 5-A-LL2. Appointment to fill vacancies in office.

L1

18 Vacancies occurring in the office of judge of circuit court

19 shall be filled as provlded by article 5, section 4 of the

20 lVyoming constitution.

2I

22 5-8-113. Delivery of official records and paPers to

23 successor in office.
.A
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1

3

A

5

6

'7

8

9

10

11

1-2

13

L4

15

16

71

1B

19

21_

z5

.A

z, .)

r997 STATE OF WYOMING 9'7LSO-0266

If the office of judge of a circuit court becomes vacant by

reason of death, removaf from office, or otherwise' the

senior circuit court judge, or if there is none, the cferk

of the district court shaLl- take charge of the officlal-

records and papers of the judge and deliver them to the

successor in office of that judge.

5-8-114. Jurisdiction of successor is same as that of

predecessor in office.

A judge of a circuit court with whom the records of the

predecessor have been deposlted has the same jurisdiction

over al-I actions and proceedings entered in such records as

if they were origi-na1ly commenced before that judge.

5-8-115. Bond.

Each;udge of a circuit court shall be bonded in the sum of

f ive thousand doI.l-ars ($5, 000. 00) for the faithful

performance of duties during the term in office. The bond

shall be made payable to the state of Wyoming and shaff be

filed with the clerk of the district court.

5-8-116. Salaries of judges,' traveling ercpenses

HBo084
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1 E:r-h irrdrre r.'f a circuit court shal-l- receive an annual- sal-aryJ uuYv vr

2 provided by W.S. 5-1-1-10 (a) (iii) . When a new saf ary is

3 effective for any judge of a circuit court upon new

4 appointment or the colnmencement of a new term, it shall- be

5 effective for all judges of the circuit courts. In addition

6 to salary, the state shall reimburse a judge of a circuit

7 court for those traveling expenses actually incurred when

I the business of the circuit court requires attendance more

9 than five (5) miles from the place where the ;udge regularly

10 holds court.

11

12 5-8-117. Oath.

13

14 Before assuming the duties of office, a judge of a circuit

L5 court shall take and subscribe before a supreme court

16 justice, a district court judge or a circuit court ;udge an

n oath of office prescribed by the constitution of Wyoming.

1B

L9 5-8-118. .fudge may be district court commissioner;

20 prirrate practice of law prohibited,' conunissioner of circuit

2I court permitted to practice law.

23 A judge of a circuit court may be appointed to and hold the

24 office of district court commlssioner. A judge of a circuit

25 court shafl devote fult time to the office and may not

10 HBOOB4
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engage in the private practice of law. A commissioner of a

circuit court, who is otherwise authorized to practice l-aw

in Wyoming, may engage in the private practice of faw so

long as that practice does not conflict with the dutles as

commissioner of a ci-rcuit court.

5-8-119. .Tudges may hold court for each other;

expensea of judge holding court in another circuit court

county; disgualification of judge; change of venue

prohibited.

(a) The judges of the circuit courts may hold court

for each other and shafl do so when required by the supreme

court. The expenses of judges of a circuit court holding

court in any circuit court other than their own/ j-ncludi-ng

travel- expenses and their expenses whife holding court'

shall be charged to the contingent fund of the court in

which they are holding court.

(b) A party to any aclion in circuj-t court may

disqualify a circuit court judge as provi-ded by rufes

adopted by the supreme court. Upon disqualification' or

inabllity for any reason to fulfill the duties, the circuit

court judge shal-l appoint another circuit court judge from

that or a different circuit court, or a circuit court

11 HBo084
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conmissioner from that circuit court if no other circuit
r-nrrri- irrdrrc i s :rzai I abl e fo f.rv the action.

(c) There shal1 be no change

actions triable in circuit court.

of venue for civil

5-8-120. Judicial robe.

Wh1le holding court,

bLack judicial robe.

judges of a circuit court shafl wear a

5-8-121. Seal of court.

Each circuit court shal-l have a seal-. Each court shall use

a seal having upon it the inscription: "Circuit Court of

the State of Wyoming" together with the numlf,er of the

circuit in which the same is to be used. The seal- of a

circuit court shall be affixed by a stamp that reproduces

legibly under photographic processes. A judge of a circuit

court shall- affix the seaf to every jurat or certificate of

official acts without additional- fee.

5-8-122. Budget.

L2 HBO084
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l_ The circuit courts shall submit budgets for the operation of

2 the circuit courts to the supreme court for approval and

3 upon approval to the state legislature.

4

5 5-8-123. Clerical assistants.

? A 'irrdrro nr irrdrrcs nf a r-i rr-rtit court shaf I appoint a clerk
'.L)JuvYvvvr

8 of court and cfericaf assistants as may be necessary for the

9 efficient operation of the court, within the limits of the

10 approved budget and subject to the approval of the supreme

11 court.

L2

13 5-A-1-24. County to provide quarters; state to furnish

14 certaj-n property for judges.

16 The board of county corunissioners shal1 provide suitabfe

1'7 .flrart.ers fo house the circuit court and shal-I suitably

18 furnish the courtroom with necessarv furniture and fixtures

19 and furnish the chantber office of each ;udge with the

20 necessary offi-ce furniture and fixtures for court function

2L in accordance with this act. Each judge shall be furnlshed

22 by the state of Wyoming, without charge, the American and

23 Wyoming state fIags, the latest edition of the Wyoming

24 statutes, cumulative supplements thereto and the l-atest

25 session laws of Wyoming. A1J- property furnished to a judge

1J HBOOB4



]-99'7 STATE OF WYOMING 97LSO-0266

l- shall remain the property of the governmentaf unj-t supplying

2 the same, and upon termination of a judge's term of office,

3 shall be transmitted to the successor in office.

4

5 5-8-125. Court continuously in session.

7 The circuit court shall be continuously in session.

9 5-a-L26. Business hours; judge to be always available

10 for criminal matters.

11

12 Circuit courts sha1l be open for the transaction of business

1"3 duri-ng regular business hours. In criminal matters the judge

14 shall be avail-abl-e at all tlmes for fixing and accepting

15 bail, issuing warrants including search warrants, and

16 conducting arraignment proceedings.

r'l

l-B 5-8-127. Procesa extends througthout state.

?o rhe nror-ess of a circuit court shall extend throughout the

2l state.

23 5-8-128. Civil jurisdiction.

24

I4 HBOOB4
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(a) Each circuit court has exclusive original civil

jurisdiction within the boundaries of the state as follows:

(i) An action where the prayer for recovery 1s an

amount not exceedins seven thousand dol-1ars ($7,000-00),

exclusive of court costs;

(ii ) Actions to recover specific personal

property the val-ue of which does not exceed seven thousand

dol-Iars ($7,OOO.OO), excLusive of court costs and sha11 be

prosecuted in accordance with W. S. 1-15-301 through

1-15-306;

(iii) Actions to foreclose or enforce a l1en on

or security interest in personal property perfected under

the Uniform Commercial- Code, W. S . 34 ' 1-l--101 through

34.1-10-104, when the amount claimed on the lien or security

interest does not exceed seven thousand dolfars ($7,000.00),

exclusive of court costs;

(iv) Actions for small- claims as provided by W.S.

1-2L-20L throuqh 1-21-205;

(v) Actions for forclbl-e entry or detainer as

provided by W.S. 1-21-1001 through I-2I-10L6;

HBo084
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(vi) Actions to forecfose and enforce the

following statutory l-iens only when the amount cl-aimed on

the l-ien does not exceed seven thousand dol-lars ($7,0b0.00),

excl-usi-ve of court costs:

(A) Construction l1ens as provided by W.S

29-2-IOL through 29-2-L09;

(B) Liens for labor and materlal-s as

provided by W.S. 29-4-101 and 29-4-L02; and

(C) Liens for labor and services as provided

by W.S. 29-5-101" through 29-5-106 and 29-7-IOL through

29-'7 -202 .

(vii) Actions to dispose of an abandoned vehicl-e

as provided by W.S. 31-13-l-12 (e)' regardless of the va]ue of

the abandoned vehicfe.

(b) The circult court may i-ssue writs of attachment or

garnishment as provided by W.S. 1-15-101 through 1-15-2L2

and l--15-401 through 1-15-511, and may issue judgment'

execution and stay of executi-on, and order the sale of the

property seized under execution as provided by W.S. 1-19*101

L6 H80084
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through 1-19-108 and 1-21-401 through 1-21-703.

execution issul-ng from a circuit court shall be

and subj ect to the provis j-ons of W. S . l--17-308 .

9'7LSO-0266

A writ of

in the form
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(c) The judge may submit to arbitratlon any civil-

maLLer pending in circuit court' upon agreement of the

parties as provided by W.S. L-2L-9OL throuqh 1-21-804, or

upon application of either party showing an arbitration

ag'reement and refusal of the opposing party to arbitrate as

provided by W.S. l--36-l-01- through 1-36-119.

(d) The provisions of W.S. 5-1-107 pertaining to the

exercise of personal jurisdictlon apply in the circuit

courEs.

5-8-129. .lurisdiction to hear action disputing

boundaries or title to real property.

Circuit courts have no jurisdiction over any action in which

the boundaries of, or the title to real- property is i-n

issue, except actions to foreclose and enforce statutory

liens authorized bv W.S. 5-8-12813) (vi) .

5-8-130. Criminal jurisdiction.

II HBOOB4
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1 Circuit courts have iurisdiction in all criminal cases

2 amounting to misdemeanors. Jurisdicti-on shal-f al-so incl-ude

3 those criminal cases j-n which the defendant is placed on

4 probat.ion for a period exceeding the maximum six (6) months

5 imprisonment sentence under W.S. 31-5-233(e) .

b

7 5-8-131. Authority to set bail; preliminary

B examinations -

10 (a) Judges of the circuit court or circuit court

11 commissioners are authorized to set baif before trial in

12 accordance with this subsection and with the rules of the

13 supreme court. Judges of the circuit court and circuit

14 court commissioners sha1l have the power and the duty to

15 decide promptly the bail application of any person arrested

!6 for a violation of state l-aw within the circuit court

I'7 county, whether or not the formal document charging the

1R nFrson wi fh 6 violation of state 1aw has been filed with the

t9 court.

20

27 (b) Prel-iminary examinations for persons charged with
aa ^ €^1^-., ^L-zL o rE:-LL,rry ,'.,.dl-.1- be conducted by the circuit court j udge or

23 circui-t court commissioner.

2A
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(c) Preli-minary examinations of persons charged with a

high misdemeanor shall not be conducted for a determinati-on

of probabfe cause -

5-8-132. Powers generally.

(a) A circuit court may:

(i) Preserve and enforce order 1n its immediate

presence and in the proceedings before it according to the

l{yoming Rules of Criminaf Procedure and punlsh for contempt

as provlded therein;

(ii) Compe] obedience to its judgments, orders

and processes,'

(iii) Control, in furtherance of justice' the

conduct of its mini-sterial officers, and of all other

persons in any manner connected with judicial proceedings

before it, in every matter pertaining thereto;

(iv) Issue warrants, including search warrants,

sunmonses, subpoenas or other process in civil- and criminal-

CASCS;

19 HBo084
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(v) Administer oaths and affirmations and take

2 bail , acknowledqements, affidavits and depositions;

3

, {vi) Amend and contro] its process and orders to

5 rnake them conformable to law and justice;

6

7 (vii) Proceed to triaf, render judgment, and

B grant writs of execution to carry into effect any order or

9 judgment of the court;

10

L1 (viii) Solemnize marriages.

L2

13 5-8-133. Probation; correction and reduction of

74 sentence.

15

1,6 The circuit court may ptace a criminal defendant on

1,'7 probation pursuant to W. S. 7-13-301 through "l-13-301 . The

18 court may correct an illegal sentence at any time and may

19 correct a sentence imposed in an 1l1egal manner. The court

20 mav redrrr:e the sentence. If the court reduces the sentence'

21- such reduction shall be noted in the criminal docket as an

22 entry in the docket.

23

24 5-8-134. Filing fee.

z3
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l- For alf civil- matters the circuit court shall- collect from

2 ',.he nlainfif€ ^ €;.ri-,- F^^ ^€ ten dol_lars ($10.00).r-*-^----r cr r-L-L-Lrl9 !ee u!

4 5-8-135. Subpoena duces tecum.

5

6 A judge of a circuit court may issue a subpoena duces tecum

7 requiring the production of any relevant book, writing or

I document. To obtain a subpoena duces tecum the person

9 :nnl r.zi ncr fnr i f mrrsf nrcsenl an af fidavit describing theJgtJtJl-ttllY

1O deslred writing, photograph, document or book with

11 reasonable certainty, and naming the person who is to

L2 produce it, and state that to the best of the afflant's

13 belief the papers or other wrltings are relevant to the

t4 trial of the case. Any such judge may punish for contempt

15 any party failing to appear or failing to produce the paper

16 or other writing or render a judgment against a party

L"7 failing to comply with a subpoena duces tecum without good

18 cause.

19

20 5-8-136. Request for jury in civil actions,' right to

2I jury in criminal actions.

22

23 In civil actions in a circuit court, a jury shall be

24 considered waived unless requested by either party at the

25 time of filing their initial pleadings. In criminal

2L HBOOB4
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proceedings in a circuit court the accused shall have

right to a trial by jury unl-ess such right is waived

provided by the Wyoming Rul-es of Criminal- Procedure.

5-8-13?. Jury lists.

Jurors shall be selected from the jury Iists sel-ected for

the district courts of the state pursuant to the provisions

of W.S. 1-11-101 throuqh 7-II-204.

5-8-138. Abetract of judgrment; lien of judgment on

real estate; lien on real estate in another county.

(a) At any time while the papers 1n any case in which

a judgment has been rendered by a circuit court are retained

by the court, the judge shalt certify and deliver an

abstract of the judgrment to any person on the payment of a

five doLlar ($5.O0) fee.

(b) The judgment creditor in any judgment rendered 1n

circuit court, if the judgment is not appealed or stayed,

may file wj-th the clerk of the district court of the county

in which the judgment was rendered a transcript thereof'

certifying therein the amount paid thereon, if any. The

clerk shall enter the case on the execution docket, together

the

AS

22 H80084
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with the amount of the -iudcrment and the time of filing the

transcript- If within ten (10) days after the judgment was

rendered, the judgment debtor pays the same or gives bond

for stay of executj-on, the circuit judge shafl- immediately

certify that fact to the cl-erk of the district court who

shall enter a memorandum thereof upon the execution docket.

The cost of the transcript, the filing and the entry on the

docket shal-l- be paid by the party who f1les the transcript

and may be taxed to the other party. The judgment shall be

a l-ien on the real- estate of the judgment debtor within the

county from the day the transcrj-pt is filed. Execution may

be issued on the judgment at any time after filing the

transcript as if the judgment had been rendered in the

district court.

(c) The judgment creditor in any judgment rendered by

any circuit court in this state and filed i-n the judgment

record of the district court, may file a transcript of the

judgment record of the district court with the cl-erk of the

district court in any other county within this state where

the judgment. debtor owns real estate. The judgment is a

lien upon all real- estate of the judgment debtor in any

county in which the transcript is filed from the date of

filing. The clerk of the district court of any county in

which the transcript is filed shall enter the judgment upon

23 HBO084
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5-8-139. Reporting

thereof.

of proceedingls; Presenration

In any judicial proceedings before the clrcuit court, unl-ess

waived by the parties whenever the presiding judge of a

ci-rcuit court shall deem it necessary, or upon the request

of either party, the court sha1l provide for the reporting

of the testimony and proceedings, with objections made, the

rulj-ngs of the court, and oral- and written charges' The

reporting may be made by stenographic reporting, electronic

recording or other appropriate means authorized by the

court.

5-8-140. Appointment of

certification of transcript.

speci.al reporters;

If the record is to be made by a stenographlc reporter, the

judge shall appoint a special stenographlc reporter to

report the testimony and proceedings. Tf the record is made

by means of electronic recording, the judge shal-l- appoint a

special reporter to make the el-ectronic recording, and in

those cases in which it is required, the judge sha1l appoint

.A HBOOB4
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L an official stenographer to furnish with reasonable

2 diligence a typewrltten transcript of the testimony and

3 proceedings. The report of the official stenographer, when

4 tlpewritten and certified by him as a correct transcript of

5 the testimony and proceedings 1n the case' shall- be prima

6 facie a correct statement of such testimony and proceedings.

? The signature of the stenographer on the certification of

I the transcript sha1l be duly acknowfedged by him before a

9 notary public or judicial officer of this state.

L0

11 5-8-141. Civil and criminal cases reviewed on record-

1.2

13 In clvil- and criminal- cases a judge of a district court

L4 shall- review the case on the record on appeal .

16 5-8-L42. Stay of execution on judgrment,' bond.

r'7

18 In a civil matter no execution on a judgment may be stayed

19 unless and until the party applying for the appeal, or

20 someone for him, gives bond in an amount and with sufficient

27 surety approved by the judge of the district court or the

22 clerk of the district court, to abide by such judgment as

23 may be rendered on appeal if such appeal is perfected, or if

24 not so perfected, then to satisfy the judgment of the

25 circuit court. If such bond is furnished by or on behalf of

25 H80084
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any party against whom the judgment has been rendered for

money or property or both, the bond shall be conditioned for

the performance and satisfaction of such judqrment or order

as may be entered against such party on appeal, and for the

payment of all costs and damages which may be awarded

against hin in the district court. If the appeal is by a

party aqainst whom there is no recovery except for costs,

the bond shafL be conditloned for the payment of such costs

and damages as may be awarded against him on the appeal .

5-8-143. Security on appeal .

The district court to which an appeal is taken from a

circuit court in a civ1l case may on motion for good cause

shown, after flve (5) days notice to the appellant, requlre

the appellant to give new or additional security. If the

security is not given within the time prescribed by the

district court, the appeal shall be dlsmissed with costs,

and the judgment of the circuit court shal1 remain in

effect, and the district court shalt enter judgment and

award execution thereon, with costs, against the appellant

and suretv,

5-8-144. Time and manner for taking appeals.

zo HBOOB4



19 97 STATE OF WYOM]NG Y /LJU-UZOO

1 Appeals from the district court to the supreme court of

2 Wyoming sha1l be taken within the time and in the manner for

3 taking appeals prescribed by the Wyoming Rules of Appellate

4 Procedure.

6 5-8-145. Docket books.

'1

8 Docket books of the circuit courts shall be uni-form

9 throughout the state, and the form shall comply with the

10 form approved by the Wyoming supreme court with the advice

11 of the director of the state department of audit. Each

12 judge of a circuit court shall- keep a separate criminal

L3 docket, civil docket and small claims docket'

L4

15 5-8-146. Index to docket books.

16

11 A judge of a circuit court shall keep an alphabetical index

18 to the docket, in which the judge shal-l- enter the names of

19 the parties to each judgrment, with a reference to the page

20 of entry. The judge shafl enter the names of defendants in

27 the index, in the alphabeticaf order of the first letter of

22 the family name.

24 5-8-147. Receipts for money paid into court.

zt HBOOB4
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1 When any money is paid into a circuit court, a receipt for

2 said amount shall be issued promptly upon a form prescribed

3 by the director of the state department of audit. The

4 receipts shall be prenumbered in numerical- sequence. The

5 original copy shall be delivered to the payor and a copy

6 shall be filed in the office of the issuing judge. The

7 receipts shall be prenumbered by the printer, and the

B printer shalI give to the director a receipt showing the

9 numbers so printed. The circuit court shall pay all fines'

10 forfeitures and other penalties to the appropriate county

11 treasurer and all fees, costs and other receipts to the

L2 state treasurer.

L4 5-8-148. Failure of judge to give receipt constitutes

15 cause for removal from office.

L6

L1 Fai-lure, refusal, or neglect of a judge of a circuit court

18 to give receipt for any money paid lnto the circuit court is

L9 misconduct, which constitutes cause for removal from office-

20

21 5-8-149. Deposit of money with county or state

22 treasurer.

24 When any fines, forfeitures, or costs are deposited with the

25 judge of a circuit court pursuant to any actlon or

28 H80084
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1 proceedings in the court, or pursuant to any order, decree

2 or judgment of the court/ the money in the judge's

3 possession shaff be deposited no l-ater than the tenth day

4 following the month of receipt with the appropriate county

5 or state treasurer. If the monev has not been so deposited

6 by the tenth day of the month and no just cause is shown,

7 said judge shall forfeit twenty-fi-ve dolfars ($25,00) a day

8 for each day after the tenth day of the month durlng which

9 no deposits have been made.

10

11 5-8-150. Director to establish uniform accounting

12 system.

14 The director of the state department of audit shall

15 establish, supervise, and as necessary from time to t1me,

16 modify a uniform system of accounting, incJ-uding a system of

7'7 audit for circuit courts, to provlde for the proper and

18 uniform accounti-ng of all money received and disbursed by

19 circuit courts, and all judges of the circuit courts shal-l-

20 comply therewith.

2L

22 5-8-151 . Failure to keep accounts constitutes cause

23 for removal from office.

24

29 HBO084
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1 Failure to keep accounts pursuant to the system estabfished

2 by the director of the state department of audit or faifure

3 to account for rnoney paid into and disbursed by the circuit

4 court is misconduct, which may constitute cause for removal-

5 from office.

o

'7 5-8-152. Bank accounts.

I

9 The accounting system established by the director of the

l-O state department of audlt may provj-de for bank accounts for

l-l- each circult court in which money received by the ci-rcult

1'2 court may be deposited and disbursed as provided therein,

13 and for such records, reports and procedures as the director

14 requires. Money received as fi-nes, forfej-tures or court

15 costs may not be deposited in the same bank account as money

16 received in civil matters. If a bank account is estabfished

l't into which fines, costs or forfeitures are deposited' the

18 accounting system establ-ished by the director shall require,

19 where available, the use of accounts in a financial

20 insti-tution tisted in W.S. 9-4-81-7(a) which earn interest,

21, in which the deposits are subject to payment upon demand and

22 which are j-nsured or secured as provided in W.S. 9-4-BI7(c).

23 Interest earned on deposits of fines and forfeitures in such

24 accounts shal-f be forwarded monthly to the appropriate

25 county treasurer and credited to the county public school

30 HBo084
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fund. Interest earned on all other deposits j-n such

accounts shal-I be forwarded to the state treasurer quarterly

and credited to the victim's compensation account within the

earmarked revenue fund.

5-8-153. Examination of accounts.

The accounts of each circuit court sha1l be examined in

accordance with W.S. 16-4-122 and 16-4-1-23.

5-8-154. Annual accounts submitted to director.

Each ci-rcuit court shal-1 submit annual accounts to the

director of the state department of audit under regulations

prescribed by the director.

5-8-155. Suit to enforce collection or transmittal of

fines; failure to transmit constitutes cause for remowal

from office; liability on judgers bond.

(a) If it is apparent through examination conducted by

the director of the state departrnent of audit or a deslgnee'

or by other means, that any flnes or forfeitures have not

been transmitted, the county attorney shal-1 bring suit to

enforce the co]lection or transmittal, or both. Fail-ure to

31 HBOOB4
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transmit fines. forfeitures or costs is misconduct which

constitutes cause for removal from office.

(b) The officiaf bond of a judge of a circuit court

shall secure, and there shall be liability thereon, for the

fai-lure to transmit such fines, forfeitures, or costs

imposed by the judge.

5-8-156. Examination of court records by public,

director, attorney general and county attorneys permitted.

The records kept by a judge of a circuit court shal-l- be

public and available for examination during the regular

business hours of the court. The dlrector of the state

department of audit, the attorney general or the county

attorney of the particular county in which the circuit court

is situated may examine them at any time upon demand.

5-8-157. Appointment of cormnissioners and adjunct

conunissioners.

Subject to W.S. 5-8-163' judges of the circuit court may

appoint such number of cornmissioners and adjunct

commissioners of the circuit court as the public interest

may requi-re. The circuit court judge shall- determine the

32 H80084
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1 geographica] area within which the commissioners and adjunct

2 commi-ssioners mav serve.

4 5-8-158. Ter:n of office; remorral .

5

6 Except as provlded by W.S.5-8-163, connissioners and

? :r'lirrnr-l- nommissioners of the circuit court shall hold office

B at the pleasure of the circuit court and may be similarly

9 removed.

l_0

11- 5-8-159. Qualifications for coruniesionere and adjunct

L2 commi-ssioners.

13

L4 (a) Commissioners of the circuit court shall be

1"5 quallfi-ed electors of the circuit for which appointed and

16 authorized to practice law i-n Wyoming.

18 (b) Adlunct commissioners of the circuit court shall

19 be qualified electors of the circuit for which appointed.

an

21 5-8-160. Circuit court to enter order appointing

22 conunissioners and adjunct commissioners.

24 The circuit court in open court shall- enter the order

25 appointing each co$missioner and ad;unct conmissioner of the

33 HBOOB4
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i. cj-rcuit court and shall enter the order upon the journal . A

2 certi-fied copy of the journal entry shall be evidence of the

3 appointment in all courts of this state.
A

5 5-8-161. Oath.

6

7 Commissioners of the circuit court, before entering upon the

I discharge of their official duties, shall take and subscribe

9 before a circuit court judge or a clerk of a court of record

10 the oath of office prescribed by the constitution of

11 Wyoming.

I2

13 5-8-162. Powers of commissioners and adjunct

L4 colrnissioners.

l_5

16 (a) Each commissioner of the clrcuit court may:

17

(i) Conduct arraignment proceedings for persons

19 charged with a mi-sdemeanor;

20

2! (ii) Accept guilty pleas and recelve payments for

22 fines or bonds in misdemeanor cases;

23

24 (i-ii) Incarcerate persons charged with the

25 commi-ssion of offenses triab]e in the circuit court;

1-8
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1

2 (iv) Conduct initial appearance proceedings for

3 persons charged with a felony;

A

5

o

'7

I

9

(v) Issue warrants, including search warrants;

(vi) Fix and accept bail;

{rri i ) Prcserve and enforce order in the

(viii) Perform marriage ceremonies.

10 corunissioner's immediate presence and in the proceedings

11 before the commissioner;

L2

13

L4

l-5 (b) In the event of absence, inabillty or

16 disqualification of the circuit judge, and at the direction

I7 of the clrcuit judge or the supreme court, a circuit court

18 commissioner shall have all of the powers and may perform

19 all of the duties of the circuit judqe as authorized by law

20 and rules.

2t

22 (c) Each adjunct commissioner of the circuit court

23 may:

all
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(i) Accept guilty pleas and receive payments for

2 fines or bonds in misdemeanor cases;

4 (fi) Fix and accept bai];

6 (iii) Preserve and enforce order in the adiunct

7 comrnissioner's immediate presence and in the proceedlngs

B before the adjunct commissioner;

v

10

1l_

I2

19

20

21_

13 commissioner may conduct arraignment proceedinqs for persons

1"4 charged with a misdemeanor.

76 (e) By order of a circuit court judge for indivldual

n cases or by a general order for small cl-aims an adjunct

18 commissioner mav:

(iv) Perform marriagte ceremonies.

(d) If the person charged signs a waiver, the adjunct

(i) Hear matters involving smal1 claimsi

(ii) Conduct trials on misdemeanor matters for

23 which the penalty is not more than seven hundred flfty

24 dollars ($750.00) or six (6) months in jai1, or both,

36 HBOOB4
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1 provided the defendant waives trial by the circuit court

2 judge in writing;

3

4 (iii) Issue search warrants and arrest warrants.

5

6 5-8-153. Conunissioners, adjunct conunissioners

7 mandatory in certain counties

9 (a) In every county within which a circuit court judge

10 does not reside, there shal-l be appointed at l-east one (1)

11 commissioner who shall be a resldent of said county'

12 provided that if in any such counLy there is no person

13 available or qualified to be appointed as a commissioner,

14 there shatl be appointed at l-east one (1) adjunct

15 commissioner who is a resident of said county.

!1 (b) Prior to j-nitial appointment of a commissioner or

18 adjunct commissioner under this section. the board of county

19 commissioners shalt submit to the presiding c.ircuit court

20 judge, for each position to be fitled, a list of no more

21 than three (3) attorneys who are qualifled electors of the

22 county, or, if there is no person available or qualified to

23 serve as circuit court commissioner, a list of not more than

24 three (3) qualified e]ectors of the county who are not

25 attorneys. The presiding circuit court judge shall sel-ect
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and appoint not more than three (3) commissioners or adjunct

comrnissi-oners from the list submitted by the county

comm.issioners.

(c) Commissioners or adjunct commissioners appointed

under this section shalt serve for a term of four (4) years.

Within two (2) rnonths prior to the expiration of the term of

a commissioner or adjunct commi-ssioner appolnted under this

section, the board, of county commissioners shall submit a

recommendation to the presiding circuit court regarding

reappointment for an additional- four (4) year terrn- If the

court commissioner or adjunct commissioner is not

reappointed by the circuit court judqe, the county

commissioners shall submit a list of persons in accordance

with subsection (b) of this section from which the

appointment shall be made.

(d) Any vacancy in the position of a circuit court

commissioner or adjunct commissioner shall be filled for the

remainder of the term in accordance with the procedures in

subsection (b) of this section.

5-8-164. Salary.
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The conmissioner of a circuit court who receives state funds

for judicial salarles and salaries for the court

commissioners shall receive compensation determined by the

legislature. A claim for compensation shafl be made by

voucher, verified under oath, setting forth in detail the

services performed, ti-me expended and amount of compensation

claimed. No claim for cornpensation shalI be paid unless

approved and allowed by a judge of the circuit court.

5-8-165. Record of official actions.

Each commissioner of the circuit court shal-l- enter a record

of official actions in a iournal in the circuit court. Such

entries shall be siqned bv the commissioner.

5-8-166. Bond.

Each commi-ssioner of the circuit court shall be bonded in

the sum of one thousand dollars ($1'000.00) for the faithful

performance of duties durlng term in office. The bond shal1

be made payable to the state of llyominq and shall be filed

with the clerk of the district court.

5-8-167. ,fudicial business pending before justices of

the peace considered pending before circuj.t courts; judges

39 HB0084
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of circuit court considered judicial successors in office to

justices; dispositi-on of records of justices and courts.

In any county in whlch a circuit court is established' no

judicial business may be transacted after such establishment

by any justice of the peace court. A11 judicial business

pending before any justice of the peace in such county shall

be considered to be pending before the circuit court, and

the judges of the circuit court sha1l in al-1 respects be the

irrdi r:i a 1 srrc.:essors in of f ice of al-1 such justices and

courts of said county. AII judicial fi1es, records and

dockets belonging to or appertaining to the office of such

justices of the peace and courts of such counties shal-f be

filed in the appropriate office of the several circuit

courts and safely kept therein, or may be stored and sha11

in all respects constitute records of the circuit courts.

5-8-168.,Judicial Retirement.

Judges of the circuit court shal-l- participate in the Wyoming

retirement systen.

5-8-169. Repeal of statutes not to affect offenses

conuni.tted before .Tanuary 1, 1999; Pending proaecutions.

40 HBOOB4
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The repeal of any statutes by this act shall not affect any

act or offense done or committed r ot any penalty or

forfeiture incurred, or any right established' accrued, or

accruing on or before January 1, 1"999, or any prosecution,

suit or action pending on that day. Every such pending

prosecutS-on, suit or action shall be proceeded in, tried and

determined in the circuit court which succeeds to the

jurisdictions of the justice of the peace courts and the

county courts.

5-8-1?0. Cireuit courtE system to become operative in

L999; nominationE for constable and justice of the peace not

acceptable.

The county cterks shalt not accept nomlnations for the

office of justice of the peace nor conduct elections for the

offiee of irrstiee nf the near-e in fhc nrimarv efection or
J uu Lrvs errv I/r

general election of 1998, or any elections thereafter-

Section 2. The term of office of each justice of the

peace el-ected or appointed prior to the effective date of

this act shal1 terminate January 1, L999.

Section 3. Notwithstanding any other provision of thj-s

4I HBOOB4
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(a) The supreme court shal-I determine the initial

circuit court districts and the number and location of the

judges who are to serve the circuit court system not later

than April L, 1998.

(b) For each vacant office of circuit court judge, the

judicial nominating commission sha11 submit a list of three

(3) nominees to the qovernor not later than May 15. 1998.

(c) If the glovernor fails to make any appointment

within thirty (30) days after the list of nominees is

submitted to hi-m, the appointment shall be made by the chief

justice of the supreme court wlthin fifteen (15) days' but

in no event later than January 1 ' L999.

(d) Circuit court judges appoint.ed under this section

shal] take office January 1, 1,999.

Section 4

(a) Except as provided in subsections (b) and (c) of

this act, this act is effective July 1' ]-997.

1a HB0084
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1 (b) W.S.5-8-106 and 5-8-111 are effectiveJuly !l

2 1998.

4 (c) Except for W.S. 5-8-106 and 5-8-111, section 1 of

5 this act is effective ,January 1, 1.999.

97LSO-0266

(END)

qJ H80084



CLrcult court svstem. 97LSO-02 66.CI

FISCA,L NOfE

FY 1998 FY 1999 FY 2000

NON-ADMINISTRATIVE IMPACT
Revenue Increases:
GENERAL FUND o '18,000 155/ 000

Source of revenue:
FY 1999 FY 2000

Civil fees: $15, 000 $30,000
Criminal fees: $62,500 9125,000

Assumptions:

Fiscal- impact becomes effect.ive in January 1, 1999.

Anticipated Cost To:
GENERAL FUND o 462t000 925,000

Source of expenditure:

This legislation replaces the Justice of the Peace Court System and
County Court System with a Circuit Court System- The responsibility
of defining the Circuit Court boundaries and staffing fies with the
Supreme Court with funding left to Iegislative appropriation- The
Supreme Court currently has projected the change to cost an additional
$1,387,000 in general funds over the next three fiscal years.

Phone :, 71'1 -7 590

tls 94

Prepared by: Holly Hansen
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HOUSE BILL NO. HBOOS4A

Circuit court systern.

Sponsored by: Joint ,Iudlciary Interim Commj-ttee

A BILL

for

l- AN ACT relating to courtsi creating Lhe Wyoming Circuit

2 Court System to replace and supplant justice of the peace

3 courts and county courts; providing for the creation of

4 circuit court districts and the appointment of circuit court

5 judges; specifying the jurisdiction and power of circuit

6 courts; specifying procedures for ci-rcuit courts; providing

'7 for the appointment of circuit court commissioners and

8 adjunct commissioners and specifying their powers and

9 duties; granting rulemaking authority; providing for the

10 appointment of justice commissioners as specified; and

11- providing for effective dates.

L2

13 Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Wyoming:

L4

15 Section 1. W.S. 5-8-101- throuqh 5-8-167 are created to

16 read:

17

18 CHAPTER 8
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I CIRCUIT COURTS

3 5-8-101. Definitiona; construction of provisions.

97LSO-02 66

(a) As used in this act:

(i) "Felony" means a criminal offense for which

5

6

7

8 the penalty authorized by Iaw incfudes imprisonment in a

9 state penal institution for more than one (1) year;

10

11 (ii) "High misdemeanor" means a misdemeanor for

!2 which the penalty authorized by law exceeds the jurisdicti-on

1-3 of municipal courts;

1-4

15 (iii) "Misdemeanor" means a criminal- offense l-ess

16 than a felony;

LI

18 (iv) "This act" means W.S. 5-8-101 through

L9 5-8-1-6'7 .

20

2L (b) When no special provision 1s otherwise made by

22 Iaw, the circuit court shall be vested with all inherent

23 powers which are possessed by courts of record in this

24 state.

z3
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1 5-8-102. Circuit court districts created; expense.

3 (a) There is created the Wyoming Circuit Court System

4 which shall be state funded and shal-l replace the justice of

5 peace courts and the county courts.

o

7 (b) The Wyoming supreme court shall determine the

8 circuit court districts and the number and location of the

9 judges who are to serve the circuit court system, subject to

10 the approval of the legislature through the state budget

1l- process. Determinations by the supreme court sha1I be

12 based on criteria which includes the population of each

13 county, geographical factors, as welf as the case workload

14 for the system.

t-J

16 (c) The supreme court shal-l from time to time' but

l7 not fess than every ten (10) years after the estabLishment

18 of the clrcui-t court system, conduct studies to determine

19 the number of judges and their location required for the

20 circui-t court svstem.

2l

22 (d) The judiclal salari-es, salaries of the cl-erical

23 staff, supplies, operating costs, jury and witness expenses

24 and other expenses of the circuit court shall be paid by the

25 state.

HBOOB4A



L99'7 STATE OF WYOMING 9'7LSO-0266

1

2 5-8-103. Concurrent jurisdiction; tems of court.

4 (a) A11 circuit court judges shall have concurrent

5 jurisdiction throughout the state.

6

7 (b) Regular terms of the circuit court shall be held

8 in the circuit court, one (1) term beginning on the second

9 Monday in 'fanuary and one (1) term beginning on the second

10 Monday in July of each year.

11

12 5-8-104. Justice of Peace courts and county courta

13 supplanted and replaced.

L4

15 (a) In any county in which there are one (1) or more

1"6 justice of the peace courts, the circuit court shall

l7 supplant and replace the justice of peace courts of the

18 county and shall- exercise the juri-sdiction previously

19 exercised by the justice of peace courts.

2l (b) In any county in which a county court has been

22 established, at the effective date of this act the county

23 court sha1l be known as the "Circuit Court of the State of

24 Wyoming, (Number of the Circuit Court Judi-ciaI District)

25 Circuit, (Name of county) County, " and the county judge

HBOOS4A
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1 presidlng at the effective date of this act shall thereafter

2 be deslgnated circuit court judge of the "Circuit Court of

3 the State of Wyoming, (Number of the Circuit Court Judicial

4 District) Circuit. " A circuit court shall exercise the

5 subject matter juri-sdiction previously exercised by a county

6 court and any additional jurisdiction conferred by statute.
'7

I (c) Circult courts shall exercise uniform jurisdiction

9 throughout the state.

10

11 5-8-105. Dispositions of fines and penalties under

12 general state laws.

14 A11 fines and penalties under the qeneral laws of the state

15 shalt be pald into the county treasury to the credit of the

16 public school fund of the county.

L7

18 5-8-105. Supreme court to adopt rules; rules of civil

19 and criminal procedure to govern courts; exception.

20

2L The supreme court is hereby vested with management and

22 supervisory powers over the circuit courts of the state of

23 Wyoming, and shaIl. by rule of the supreme court, establlsh

24 procedures and regulatlons for the effective and expeditious

25 administration of the business of the circuit courts and

HBOOS4A
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1 shall establish fees and costs for those courts. The

2 Wyoming Rules of Clvil Procedure, the Wyomlng Rufes of

3 Criminat Procedure and the Wyomlng Rules of Appellate

4 Procedure as amended or supplemented from time to timet

5 shall govern circuit courts unfess those rules or any parts

6 thereof are declared inapplicable by the supreme court.

7 Commissioners, as used in the Wyoming Rules of Criminal-

8 Procedure, shafl include circuit court judges and clrcuit

9 court commissioners.

10

1l- 5-8-10?. Name of court,' presider.

L2

13 In the counties in which a circuit court is establlshed, the

1.4 court shal-1 be called the "Circuit Court of the State of

15 Wyoming, (Name of the Circuit Court ,Judicial District)

16 Circuit, (Name of county) County, " whj-ch shall be a court of

1-7 record. The circuit court shal-l- be presided over by a

1a ni rnrri t- irrrlrro

l-9

20 5-8-108. Term of judges.

2T

22 (a) The terms of circuit court judges shall be four

23 (4) years. Each judge selected under the provisions of

24 article 5, section 4 of the Wyoming constitution shall serve

25 for one (1) year after the appointment and until the first

HBOOB4A
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1 Monday in 'January following the next general- election after

2 the expiration of such year. The judge shall, at such

3 general electj-on, stand for retention j-n office within the

4 circuit of residence as provided in article 5, section 4 of

5 the Wyomlng constitution.

7 (b) Al-l- circuit court judges who are presiding at the

I effective date of this act shall stand for retention at the

9 end of the term for whlch thev were retained as county court

10 judges.

11

1.2 (c) A circuit court judge who is permanently

13 transferred to a different circuit shaIl serve for one (1)

14 year after the transfer and until the first Monday in

15 January following the next general efection after the

L6 expiration of such year. The judge shal-l' at such general

L'7 election, stand for retention in office within the new

1-8 circuit of residence as provided in article 5, section 4 of

19 the Wyoming constitution.

20

2L 5-8-109. iludges to be nonpartisan; manner of

22 nomination and appointment.

HBOOS4A
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1 Judges of the circuit court shalt be nonpartisan, and shall

2 be nominated, appointed and retained as provided by article

3 5, section 4 of the Wyoming constitution.

4

5 5-8-110. Qualifications for appointment.

(a) To be eligible for appointment to the office of

8 judge of a circuit court, a person shall:

9

10

11

l2

1-3 and

74

1,5

(f) Be a qualified elector of the state;

(ii) Be authorized to practice Iaw in Wyoming;

(iii) Have practiced law for a period of at least

16 1-hrce /3,| \/aa1's.\ v / J vl

r'7

18 5-8-111. Inetruction of judges.

19

20 The supreme court of Wyoming may provide by rul-e for

21 instruction of rudqes and court commissioners of the circuit

22 court by whatever means the supreme court deems appropriate.

23

24 5-8-112. Appointment to fill wacancies in office.

HBOOS4A
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1 Vacancies occurring in the office of judge of circuit court

2 shall be filled as provlded by article 5, section 4 of the

3 Wyoming constitution.

5 5-8-113. Delivery of official records and Papers to

6 successor in office.

I If the office of judge of a circuit court becomes vacant by

9 reason of death, removal from office, or otherwise, the

10 senior circuit court judge, or 1f there is none, the cterk

11- of the distrlct court shal1 take charge of the official

L2 records and papers of the judge and deliver them to the

13 successor in office of that judge.

t4

15 5-8-114. 'Jurisdi.ction of succeseor is same as that of

16 predecessor in office.

LI

18 A judge of a circuit court with whom the records of the

19 predecessor have been deposited has the same lurisdiction

20 over all actions and proceedings entered i-n such records as

2L i-f they were originally commenced before that judge.

22

23 5-8-115. Bond.

24

HBOOS4A
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1 Each judge of a cj-rcuit court shall be bonded i-n the sum of

2 five thousand dollars ($5,000.00) for the faithful

3 performance of duties during the term in office. The bond

4 shall- be made payable to the state of lVyoming and shall be

5 filed with the cl-erk of the district court.

'7 5-8-116. Salaries of judges,' traveling expenses.

8

9 Each judge of a circuit court shall receive an annuaf salary

10 provided by W.S. 5-1-110(a) (iii). When a new salary 1s

11 effective for any judge of a circuit court upon new

12 appointment or the commencement of a new term, it shall be

13 effective for al-I -iudqes of the ci-rcuit courts. In addition

1-4 to salary, the state shall reimburse a judge of a circuit

15 court for those traveling expenses actual-ly incurred when

L6 the business of the circuit court resuires at.tendance more

I'l than five (5) miles from the place where the judge regularly

18 holds court.

19

20 5-8-11?. Oath.

2L

22 Before assuming the duties of offj-ce, a judge of a circuit

23 court shall take and subscribe before a supreme court

24 justice, a district court judge or a circuit court judge an

25 oath of office prescribed by the constitution of Wyoming.

10 HBOOB4A
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I

2 5-8-118. .fudge nay be district court conunissioner,'

3 prirrate practice of law prohibited; connrissioner of circuit

4 court permitted to practice law.

6 A judqe of a circuit court may be appolnted to and hold the

7 office of district court commissioner. A judge of a circuit

8 court shall- devote fuII tlme to the office and may not

9 engage i-n the private practice of law. A commissioner of a

L0 circuit court, who is otherwise authorized to practice law

11 in Wyoming, may engage in the private practlce of l-aw so

12 long as that practice does not conflict with the duties as

l-3 commissioner of a circuit court.

Iq

15 5-8-119. Judges mEry hold court for each otheri

16 e:q)enses of judge holding court in another circuit court

17 county,' disqualification of judqe,' change of venue

18 prohibited.

19

20 (a) The judges of the circuit courts may hold court

21, for each other and shall do so when required by the supreme

22 court. The expenses of judges of a circuit court holding

23 court in any circuit court other than their own, including

24 travel expenses and their expenses while holding court'

1-1 HBOOS44
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1 shatl be charged to the contingent fund of the court 1n

? vrh i r.h f harr are hnlr{inrr r.nrrrl-v rrvrsrrrY

3

4 (b) A party to any action in circuiL court may

5 disqualify a circuit court judge as provided by rules

6 adopted by the supreme court. Upon disquallfication' or

? .l *-1^.i I ; F,. f^./ -L rr. cL!,, -L r r LJ r,..rr dfl! reaSon to fu1fi11 the duties, the circuit

B court judge shal-I appoint another circuit court judge from

9 that or a different circuit court, or a cj-rcuit court

1-0 commissioner from that circuit court if no other clrcuit

11 court judge is avail-ab1e to try the action.

LZ

13 (c) There shal-l- be no change of venue for civil

L4 actions triable i-n circult court.

15

16 5-8-120. .rudicia]- robe.

1'1

18 While holding court, judges of a ci-rcuit court shall wear a

L9 black judiclal robe.

)i

21- 5-8-L2L. Seal of court.

22

23 Each circuit court sha11 have a seaf. Each court shall use

24 a seal having upon it the inscription: "Circuit Court of

25 the State of Wyoming" together with the nur0cer of the

1_2 HBOOS4A
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1 circuit in which the same is to be used. The seal of a

2 circuit court shall be affixed by a stamp that reproduces

3 leglbly under photographic processes. A judge of a circuit

4 court shall afflx the seal to every jurat or certiflcate of

5 offlcial acts wi-thout additional fee.

6

7 5-A-L22. Budget.

I The circuit courts shatl submi-t budgets for the operation of

9 the circuit courts to the supreme court for approval and

10 upon approval- to the state legislature.

11

L2 5-8-123. Clerical assistants.

14 A judge or judges of a circuit court shal-l appoint a cferk

15 of court and clerical assistants as may be necessary for the

16 efficient operation of the court' within the limits of the

l7 approved budget and subject to the approval of the supreme

l-8 court. Provided however, each court shall maintain a clerk'

l-9 clerical assj-stant or provide other clerical arrang'ements,

20 as determined by the supreme court, in each location the

2t county or justice court previously maintained an office.

22

23 5-8-t24. County to prowide quarters; state to furnish

24 certain property for judges.

25

13 HBOOS4A
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l- The board of county conmissioners shal-f provide suitabfe

2 quarters to house the circuit court and shall suitably

3 furnish the courtroom with necessary furniture and fixtures

4 and furnish the chamber office of each judqe with the

5 necessary office furniture and fixtures for court functlon

6 in accordance with this act. Each judge shall be furnished

7 by the state of Wyoming, without charqe, the American and

B Wyoming state flags, the latest edition of the Wyoming

9 statutes, cumulative supplements thereto and the latest

10 session taws of Wyoming. AII property furnished to a judge

L1 shall remain the property of the qovernmental unit supplying

12 the same, and upon termination of a judge's term of office,

13 shal-l- be transmitted to the successor in office.

L4

l-5 5-8-125. Court continuously in session.

Ib

I7 The circuit court shall be continuouslv in session

18

1-g 5-8-126. Business hours,' judge to be always available

20 for criminal matters.

2t

22 Circuit courts shal-l be open for the transaction of business

23 during regular business hours. In criminal matters the judge

24 or a commissioner sha]f be avail-able as required by the

25 Wyoming Rules of Criminal Procedure for fixj-ng and accepting

I4 HBOOS4A
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1- bail, lssuing warrants including search warrants, and

2 conducting arraignment proceedings.

4 5-A-1.27. Procese extends throughout state.

6 The process of a circuit court shal-l- extend throughout the

7 state.

I

9 5-8-128. Civil jurisdiction.

10

l-l- (a) Each circuit court has exclusive original civil

12 jurisdiction wlthin the boundaries of the state as folfows:

-15

L4 (i) An action where the prayer for recovery is an

L5 amount not exceedinq seven thousand doflars ($7'000.00),

16 exclusive of court costs;

LI

18 (ii) Actions to recover specific personal

19 property the value of which does not exceed seven thousand

20 dol-l-ars ($7,000.00), exclusive of court costs and shall be

2L prosecuted in accordance with W. S. 1-l-5-301 through

22 1-15-306;

23

24 (ii-i) Actions to forecl-ose or enforce a l-j-en on

25 or security interest in personal property perfected under

15 HBOOB4A
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1 the Uniform Commercial Code, Ut. S . 34 . 1-1-101 through

2 34.1-10-104, when the amount claimed on the lien or security

3 interest does not exceed seven thousand dollars ($7r000.00),

4 excl-usive of court costs;

5

6 (iv) Actions for smafl claims as provided by W.S.

7 I-2L-201- through I-21-205;

B

9 (.t) Actions for forcible entry or detalner as

10 provided by W.S. L-21.-LO0I through I-2I-1016;

11

12 ivi) Actions to foreclose and enforce the

13 following statutory liens only when the amount claimed on

l-4 the lien does not exceed seven thousand dolfars ($7,000.00)'

15 exclusive of court costs:

L6

17 (A) Constructj-on f iens as provided by W.S.

18 29-2-L0I through 29-2-L09;

19

20 (B) Liens for fabor and materials as

2L provj-ded by W.S. 29-4-101 and 29-4-1-02;

22

23 (C) Liens for labor and services as provided

24 by W.S. 29-5-l0L through 29-5-106 and 29-7-lQL through

25 29-1-202; and

16 HBOOB4A
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2 (D) Liens for taxes as provided by W.S.

3 39-6-410 and 39-6-510.

A

5 (vii) Actions to dispose of an abandoned vehicle

6 as provj-ded by htr.S. 31-13-112(e), regardless of the value of

7 the abandoned vehicle;

9 (viil) AlI other actions over which the county

10 courts or justice of the peace courts are authorized to

11 exercise jurisdiction up to the effective date of this act.

L2

13 (b) The circuit court may issue writs of attachment or

L4 garnishment as provided by W.S. 1-15-101 through 1-1-5-272

15 and L-L5-40L through 1-15-511, and may issue judgment,

1"6 execution and stay of execution, and order the sale of the

1'7 property seized under execution as provided by W.S. l--19-101

18 through 1-19-L0B and 1-21-401 through I-2I-103. A writ of

19 execution issuinq from a circult court shall be i-n the form

20 and subject to the provisions of W.5. 1-17-308.

2L

22 (c) The judge may submit to arbitration any civil

23 matter pending in circuit court. upon agreement of the

24 parties as provided by W. S . 1,-21,-80I through L-21,-804, or

25 upon application of either party showing an arbitration

1_7 HBOOB4A
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1- agreement and refusal- of the opposing party to arbitrate as

2 provided by W.S. 1-36-101 through l--36-l-l-9.

4 (d) The provisions of W.S. 5-1-107 pertaining to the

5 exercise of personal jurisdiction apply in the circuit

6 courts.

7

B 5-8-t29. ilurisdiction to hear action disputing

9 boundaries or title to real property.

10

11 Circuit courts have no jurisdiction over any action in which

12 the boundaries of, or the title to real property is in

13 issue, except actions to forecfose and enforce statutory

14 liens authorized by W.S. 5-8-128(a) (vi).

16 5-8-130. Crirninal jurisdiction.

I"l

18 Circuit courts have iurisdiction in afl criminal cases

19 amounting to misdemeanors. Jurisdiction shall also include

20 those criminal cases in which the defendant is p]aced on

2L probation for a period exceeding six (6) months.

22

23 5-8-131. Authority to set bail,' preliminary

24 examinations.

ZJ
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I (a) ,Iudges of the circuit court or circuit court

2 commissioners are authorized to set bait in accordance with

3 the Wyomlng RuLes of Criminal- Procedure.

4

5 (b) Preliminary examinatlons for persons charqed with

6 a felony shaft be conducted by the circuit court judge or

7 circuit court commissioner.

9 (c) Preliminary examinations of persons charged with a

10 high misdemeanor shall not be conducted for a determination

11 of probable cause.

t2

13 5-8-132. Powers generally.

I4

15

L6

II

(a) A circuit court may:

(i) Preserve and enforce order in its immediate

18 presence and in the proceedlngs before it according to the

19 Wyoming Rul-es of Criminal Procedure and punish for contempt

20 as provided therein;

22 (ii) Compel obedience to its judgments, orders

23 and processes;

IY HBOOS4A
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(iii) Control, in furtherance of justice, the

2 conduct of its ministerial officers, and of al1 other

3 persons in any manner connected with judicial proceedings

/ l-afa-^ .i + i r-.r rrsr-vr-E rLr r-o eV€r! matter pertaining thereto;

5

6 (iv) Issue warrants, including search warrants/

7 summonses, subpoenas or other process in civil and criminal

I cases;

9

10 (v) Administer oaths and affirmations and take

11 bail-, acknowledgments, affidavits and depositionsi

72

1-3 (vi) Amend and control j-ts process and orders to

t4 make them conformable to law and justl-ce;

l-5

16 (vii) Proceed to trial, render judgiment, and

L'7 grant writs of execution to carry into effect any order or

1 e i rrdrrmanl. .1f +1-.^ aarrr{- .r u I ulrvrrrE:rr L \J r- LrlE \/\, uJ- L ,

LJ

20 (viii) Sol-emnize marriages.

2L

22 5-8-133. Probation,' correction and reduction of

23 sentence.

2.1
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1 The circuit court mav place a criminal defendant on

2 probation pursuant to W.S. 7-13-301 through 1-13-301. The

3 court may correct an illegal sentence at any time and may

4 correct a sentence imposed in an illegal- manner. The court

5 may reduce the sentence. If the court reduces the sentence,

6 such reduction shall be noted in the criminal docket as an

7 entry in the docket.

9 5-8-134. FiJ-ing fee.

10

11 For all civil matters the circuit court shall collect from

12 the plalntiff a filing fee of ten dolfars ($10.00) .

14 5-8-135. Request for jury in ciwil actions,' right to

15 jury in criminal actions.

_Lb

L'7 In civil actions i-n a circuit court' a j ury shall- be

18 considered waived unless reguested by either party as

19 provided by the Wyoming Rules of Clvi-l- Procedure. In

20 criminal proceedings in a circuit court the accused shall

21 have the rlght to a trial by jury unl-ess such right is

22 waived as provided by the Wyoming Rul-es of Criminal

23 Procedure.

25 5-8-136. ,Jury li.sts.
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Jurors shal-l- be selected from the jury lists selected for

the distrj-ct courts of the state pursuant to the provisions

of W.S. 1-11-101 throuqh 1"-LL-204.

5-8-137. Abstract of judgment; lien of judgnent on

real estate; lien on real estate in another county.

(a) At any time white the papers in any case in which

a judgment has been rendered by a circuit court are retained

by the court, the judge shall certify and deliver an

abstract of the judgment to any person on the payment of a

f ive dol-l-ar ($5 . 00 ) f ee .

(b) The judgment creditor in any judqnnent rendered in

circuit court, if the judgment is not appealed or stayed,

may file with the clerk of the district court of the county

in which the judgment was rendered a transcript thereof,

certifying therein the amount paid thereon, if any. The

clerk shafl- enter the case on the execution docket, together

with the amount of the judgment and the time of filing the

transcript. If within ten (10) days after the judgrment was

rendered, the judgment debtor pays the same or gives bond

for stay of execution, the circuit judge shalf imrnedlately

certify that fact to the clerk of the district court who

22 HBOOB4A
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1 shafl enter a memorandum thereof upon the execution docket.

2 The cost of the transcript, the filing and the entry on the

3 docket shal-l- be paid by the party who fil-es the transcript

4 and may be taxed to the other party. The judgment shall be

5 a lien on the real estate of the judgment debtor within the

6 county from the day the transcript is filed. Execution may

7 be issued on the judgment at any time after filing the

I transcript as if the judgment had been rendered in the

9 distrlct court.

10

l-1 (c) The judgment creditor in any judgment rendered by

12 any circuit court in this state and filed in the judgment

13 record of the district court, may fi-Ie a transcript of the

L4 judgment record of the distrj-ct court with the clerk of the

15 district court in any other county within this state where

16 the judgrnent debtor owns rea] estate. The judgrment is a

1-'7 l-ien upon all reaL estate of the judgment debtor in any

18 county in which the transcript is filed from the date of

19 filing. The clerk of the distri-ct court of any county in

20 which the transcript is filed shall enter the judgment upon

2l the judgment records of the court in the same manner as

22 judgments are rendered in that court.

23

24 5-8-138. Reporting of proceedings; preservation

25 thereof.
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Tn any judicial proceedi-ngs before the circuit court' unless

waived by the parties whenever the presiding judge of a

circuit court shalf deem it necessary, or upon the request

of either party, the court shall- provide for the reporting

of the testimony and proceedings, with objections made, the

rulings of the court, and oral and written charges. The

reporti-ng may be made by stenoqraphic reporting, electronic

recording or other appropriate means authorized by the

court.

5-8-139. Appointment of

certification of transcript.

special reporters;

If the record is to be made by a stenographic reporter' the

judge shatL appoint a special stenographic reporter to

report the testimony and proceedings. If the record is made

by means of el-ectronic recording, the judge shall appoint a

special reporter to make the electronic recording, and in

those cases in which it is required, the judge shal-l appoint

an official stenographer to furnish with reasonabfe

diligence a typewritten transcript of the testimony and

proceedings. The report of the official stenographer, when

typewritten and certified by hinr as a correct transcrlpt of

the testimony and proceedings in the case' shall be prima

24 HBOOS4A
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1 facie a correct statement of such testimony and proceedings.

2 The signature of the stenographer on the certification of

3 the transcript shall be duly acknowledged by him before a

4 notary public or ;udicial- officer of this state.

5

6 5-8-140. Civil and criminal cases reviewed on record.

'7

8 In civil and criminal cases a judge of a district court

9 shall review the case on the record on appeal.

10

11 5-8-141. Time and manner for taking appeals.

'1 a

13 Appeals from the district court to the supreme court of

1-4 Wyomj-ng shall be taken within the time and in the rnanner for

15 taking appeals prescribed by the htryoming Rules of Appellate

1,6 Procedure.

L'7

18 5-8-L42. Docket books.

19

20 Docket books of the circult courts shal1 be uniform

2l throughout the state, and the form shall comply with the

22 form approved by the Wyoming supreme court with the advice

23 of the director of the state department of audit. Each

24 judge of a circuit court shall keep a separate criminal

25 docket, civil docket and small claims docket.
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2 5-8-143. Index to docket books.

4 A judge of a circuit court shall keep an alphabetical index

5 to the docket, in which the judqe shall enter the names of

6 the parties to each judgrment, with a reference to the page

'7 of entry. The judqe shal1 enter the names of defendants in

I the index, in the alphabetical order of the first letter of

9 the family name.

10

11 5-8-144. Receipts for money paid into court.

t2

13 When any money is paid into a circuit court, a receipt for

L4 said amount sha1l be issued promptly upon a form prescribed

15 by the director of the state department of audit. The

16 receipts shall be prenumbered in numericaf sequence. The

L'7 original copy shall be delivered to the payor and a copy

18 shall be filed in the office of the issuing judge. The

19 receipts shall be prenumbered by the printer, and the

20 printer sha.l-1 91ve to the director a receipt showing the

21, numbers so printed. The circuit court shall pay all- fines.

22 forfeitures and other penalties to the appropriate county

23 treasurer and aIl fees, costs and other receipts to the

24 state treasurer.

25

26 HBOOB4A
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5-8-145. Failure of judge to

cause for removal from office.

97LSO-02 66

give receipt constitutes

of a judge of a circuit court

pald into the circuit court is

cause for removal from office.

Failure, refusal, or neglect

fn rri r;a rar.ai rrt fvv reve4r* jor any money

misconduct, whlch constitutes

5-8-146. Deposit

treasurer.

of money with county or state

When any fines, forfeitures, or costs are deposited with the

irrdrra nf : r-i *^,,.i + aarr*f nrrrqll2nl- tn 
^n\/ actlon OI.J lr\-ry s cL \/rr- L-\,rr L \/\-,, L:! L Ir Lr!

proceedings in the court, or pursuant to any order, decree

or judgment of the court, the money in the judge's

possession shall be deposited no later than the tenth day

following the month of receipt with the appropriate county

or state treasurer. If the money has not been so deposited

by the tenth day of the month and no just cause is shown,

sald judge shall forfeit twenty-five dollars ($25.00) a day

for each day after the tenth day of the month during which

no deposits have been made.

5-8-147. Director to

system.

establish uniform accounting

ZI HBOOS4A
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I The director of the state department of audit shall

2 establish, supervise, and as necessary from time to timet

3 rnodify a uniform system of accounting, including a system of

4 audit for circuit courts, to provide for the proper and

5 uniform accounting of a1I money received and disbursed by

6 circuit courts, and all judges of the circuit courts shall

7 comply. An audit of each circuit court shall be performed

8 every three (3) years.

9

10 5-8-148. Failure to keep accounts constitutes cause

11 for remowal from office.

1-2

13 Failure to keep accounts pursuant to the system established

L4 by the director of the state department of audit or failure

15 to account for money paid into and disbursed by the circuit

16 court is misconduct, which may constitute cause for removal

I'1 from office.

18

19 5-8-149. Bank accounts.

20

21 The accounting system established by the director of the

22 state department of audit may provide for bank accounts for

23 each circuit court in which money recej-ved by the circuit

24 court may be deposited and disbursed as provided therein,

25 and for such records, reports and procedures as the director

2B HBOOB4A
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1 requires. Money received as fines, forfeitures or court

2 costs may not be deposited in the same bank account as money

3 received in civil- matters. If a bank account is established

4 into whlch fines, costs or forfeitures are deposited' the

5 accounting system established by the director shall require,

6 where available, the use of accounts in a financial

7 institution listed in W.S. 9-4-817(al which earn interest,

8 in which the deposlts are subject to payment upon demand and

9 which are insured or secured as provided in W.S. 9-4-8L7(c).

10 Interest earned on deposits of fines and forfeitures in such

l-l- accounts shal1 be forwarded monthly to the appropriate

L2 county treasurer and credited to the county public school

13 fund. Interest earned on all other deposits in such

14 accounts shall be forwarded to the state treasurer quarterly

15 and credited to the victim's compensation account within the

16 earmarked revenue fund.

L'7

18 5-8-150. Examination of accounts.

20 The accounts of each circuit court shafl be examined in

2I accordance with W.S. 16-4-L22 and l-6-4-123.

22

23 5-8-151. Annual accounts submitted to director.

29 HBOOS4A
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Each circuit court shal-l- submit annual accounts to the

director of the state department of audit under regulations

prescribed bv the director.

5-8-152. Suit to enforce collection or transmittal of

fines; failure to transnrit constitutes cause for remorral

from office,' liability on judge's bond.

(a) If 1t is apparent through examination conducted by

the director of the state department of audit or a designee'

or by other means, that any fines or forfeitures have not

been transmitted, the county attorney sha.I1 bring suit to

enforce the colfectlon or transmittaf, or both. Fai]ure to

transmlt fines, forfeitures or costs is misconduct which

constitutes cause for removal from office.

(b) The official bond of a judge of a clrcuit court

shall secure/ and there shall be liability thereon, for the

fail-ure to transmit such fines, forfeitures, or costs

imposed by the judge.

5-8-153. Examination of court records by public,

director, attorney general and county attorneys permitted.

30 HBOOB4A
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l- The records kept by a judge of a circuit court shall be

2 public and availabl-e for examination during the regular

3 business hours of the court. The director of the state

4 department of audit, the attorney general or the county

5 attorney of the particular county in which the circuit court

6 is situated may examine them at any time upon demand.

B 5-8-154. Appointment of corsnissioners and adjunct

9 conunissioners.

10

lL Subject to W.S. 5-8-l-60, judges of the circuit court may

12 appoint such number of commissioners and adjunct

13 commissioners of the circuit court as the pubflc interest

74 may requlre. The circuit court judqe shall determine the

15 geographical- area within which the commissioners and adjunct

16 commi-ssioners mav serve.

1-'l

18 5-8-155. Terrn of office; removal .

19

20 Except as provided by W.S.5-B-160, commissioners and

21 adjunct commissioners of the circuit court shall hold office

22 at the pleasure of the circuit court and may be simllarly

23 removed.

J-L HBOOB4A
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1 5-8-156. Qualifications for consrdssioners and adjunct

2 conunissionerg.

4 (a) Commissioners of the circuit court shal-l- be

5 qualified electors of the circuit for whlch appointed and

6 authorized to practice 1aw in Wyoming.

"l

8 (b) Adjunct commissioners of the circuit court shal-I

9 be quatified electors of the circuit for which appointed.

1_0

11 5-8-157. Circuit court to enter order appointing

12 cormnj-ssioners and adjunct conunissioners.

_15

14 The circuit court in open court shalf enter the order

15 appointing each commissioner and adjunct commissioner of the

16 circuit court and shall enter the order upon the journal . A

L1 certified copy of the journal entry shall be evidence of the

l-8 appointment in al-I courts of this state.

19

20 5-8-158. Oath.

22 Commissioners of the circuit court, before entering upon the

23 discharge of thei-r official duties, shall take and subscribe

24 before a circuit court judge or a clerk of a court of record

5Z HBOOS4A
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1 the oath of office prescribed by the constitution of

2 Wyoming.

4 5-8-159. Powers of conunissioners and adjunct

5 conunissioners -

6

'7

B

9

(a) Each commissioner of the circuit court may:

(i) Conduct arraignment proceedings for persons

(v) Issue warrants, includj-ng search warrants;

(vi) Fix and accept bail-;

10 charged with a misdemeanori

11

12 (ii) Accept guilty pleas and receive payments for

13 fines or bonds in misdemeanor cases;

L4

15 (iil) lncarcerate persons charged with the

16 conmission of offenses triable in the circuit court;

L1

1-8 (iv) Conduct initial appearance proceedings for

19 persons charEed with a felony;

.>1

22

z5
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(vii) Preserve and enforce order 1n the

2 commissionerts immediate presence and in the proceedings

3 before the commissioner;

q

6

'7

(vlil) Perform marriage ceremonies.

(b) In the event of absence, lnability or

I disqualification of the circuit judge' and at the dlrection

9 of the circuit judge or the supreme court, a circuit court

l-0 commissioner sha11 have all of the powers and may perform

l-1 aII of the duties of the circuit judge as authorized by law

L2 and rules.

l-3

L4 (c) Each adjunct commissioner of the circuit court

l- 5 may:

L6

Li (i) Accept guilty pleas and receive payments for

l-8 fines or bonds in misdemeanor cases;

L9

20 (ii) Fix and accept bail;

2T

22 (iii) Preserve and enforce order in the adjunct

23 commissioner's immediate presence and in the proceedings

24 before the adjunct commissioner;

25

34 HBOOS4A
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(iv) Perform marriage ceremonies.

97LSO- 02 6 6

4 commissioner may conduct arraignment proceedings for persons

5 charged with a misdemeanor.

? (e) By order of a circuit court judge for individual

B cases or by a general order for small claims an adjunct

9 commissioner mav:

1

2

3

10

11

72

13

(d) If the person charged signs a waiver, the adjunct

(f ) Hear matters j-nvolving smal1 claims,'

(1i) Conduct trials on misdemeanor matters for

14 which the penalty is not more than seven hundred fifty

1-5 dollars ($750.00) or six (6) months in jaiI, or both'

l-6 provided the defendant waives trial by the circuit court

I7 judge in writing;

l-8

l-9 (ij-i) Issue search warrants and arrest warrants.

20

2L 5-8-160. Conuni.ssioners, adjunct conunissioners

22 mandatory in certain counties.

23

24 (a) In every county within which a circuit court judge

25 does not reside, there shal-l be appointed at least one (1)

35 HBOOS4A
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cornmissioner who shall be a resident of said countyf

provided that if in any such county there j-s no person

avaj-Iable or qualified to be appointed as a commissioner,

there shal-l- be appointed at l-east one (1) adjunct

conmissioner who is a resident of said county.

(b) Prj-or to initial appointment of a commissioner or

adjunct commissioner under this section, the board of county

commissioners shal1 submit to the presiding circuit court

judge, for each position to be fil-l-ed, a l-ist of no more

than three (3) attorneys who are qualified electors of the

county, orr if there is no person avail-able or qualified to

serve as circuit court commissioner, a l-ist of not more than

three (3) qualified electors of the county who are not

attorneys. The presiding circuit court judge shal1 select

and appoi-nt not more than three (3) commissioners or adjunct

commissj-oners from the list submitted by the county

commissioners.

(c) Commissioners or adjunct commissioners appointed

under this sect.ion sha1l serve for a term of four (4) years.

Within two (2) months prior to the explration of the term of

a commissioner or adjunct commissioner appointed under this

section, the board of county commissioners shall submit a

recommendation to the presiding circuit court regarding

36 HBOOB4A
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reappointment for an addltional four (4) year term. If the

court commissioner or adiunct comrni-ssioner is not

reappointed by the circuit court judge' the county

commissj-oners shatl- submit a l-ist of persons in accordance

with subsection (b) of this section from which the

appointment shall be made.

(d) Any vacancy in the position of a circuit court

commissioner or adjunct commissioner shall be fi-lled for the

remai-nder of the term in accordance with the procedures in

subsection (b) of this section.

5-8-161. Salary.

Commissioners and adjunct commissioners shall be employed as

at-wiIl salaried contract employees, and shall- not be

eligible to participate in or otherwise be covered by state

employees and officials group insurance, the state

reti-rement system or the deferred compensation program. A

cfaim for compensation shall be made by voucher, verlfied

under oath, setting forth in detail the services perforrned,

time expended and amount of compensation claimed. No claim

for compensation shall be paid un.Iess approved and allowed

by a judge of the circuit court.

3't HBOOS4A
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5-8-162. Record of official actions.

9'7LSO-0266

Each commissioner of the circuit court shal-l- enter a record

of official actions in a iournal- i-n the circuit court. Such

entries shall be siqned bv the commissi-oner.

5-8-163. Bond.

Each commissioner of the circuit court shall be bonded in

the sum of one thousand dollars ($1r000.00) for the faithful

performance of duties during term in office. The bond shall

be made payable to the. state of Wyoming and shal1 be filed

with the cl-erk of the district court.

5-8-164. .Tudici.al business pending before justices of

the peace considered pending before circuit courts; judges

of circuit court considered judicial successors in office to

justices; disposition of records of justices and courts.

In any county in which a circuit court is established, no

judicial business may be transacted after such establishment

by any justice of the peace court. All judicial busj-ness

pending before any justice of the peace in such county shall

be considered to be pending before the circuit court, and

the judges of the circuit court shal-I in afl respects be the

3B HBOOB4A
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judicj-al successors in office of afI such justices and

courts of said county. AII judi-cia1 fi1es, records and

dockets belonging to or appertaining to the office of such

justices of the peace and courts of such counties shaII be

filcd in fhc ennrnnri.af e off i r:e of the several circuit

courts and safely kept therein, or may be stored and sha1l

1n al-L respects constitute records of the ci-rcuit courts.

5-8-155.,.Iudicial Retirement.

Judges of the circuit court shal-I participate in the Wyoming

retirement system.

5-8-166. Repeal of statutes not to affect offenses

committed before .Tanuary L, L999; pending prosecutions.

The repeal of any statutes by this act shall not affect any

act or offense done or committedt Qt any penalty or

forfeiture i-ncurred, or any right establlshed' accrued, or

accruing on or before January 1, L999, or any prosecution,

suit or action pendi-ng on that day. Every such pending

prosecution, suit or action shall be proceeded in, tried and

determined in the circuit court which succeeds to the

jurisdictions of the justice of the peace courts and the

.{/..|11?,.|T-1'i...\llrr<
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5-8-167. .Tustice corrniissioners.
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(a) For the period beginning January Lr 1999, and

ending Decernber 3!, 2A03, the Wyoming supreme court may

employ fulI or part-time justice conmissioners to serve

wlthin the Wyoming circuit court system subject to the

followinq:

(i) ,fustice commissioners shal1 be employed as

at-wilI salaried contract employees, and sha1l not be

eligible to participate in or otherwise be covered by state

employees and officials group insurance, the state

retirement system or the deferred compensation program;

(ii) Eliqibility for employment as a justice

commissioner shall be limited to those individuals who were

actively serving as a justice of the peace on January 7,

1999;

(iii) The supreme court shall determine the

number and location of iustice commissioners based on the

needs of the circuit court system;

40 HBOOS4A
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l- (iv) ,Justice commissioners shall serve under the

2 general supervision of the circuit judge of the circuit in

3 which they are located;

4

5 (v) Subject to the approval of the Wyoming

6 supreme court, the supervising circuit court judge rnay by

7 general order, or by special order for individual cases,

B assign a justice commissioner to:

10 (A) Exercise any power or authority of a

1l- commissj-oner or adiunct conmissioner of the circuit courLi

1"3 (B) Hear and decide any matter within the

!4 civil and criminal iurisdictional llmits provided for a

L5 circuit judge and exercise any or all of the powers and

16 duties of a circuit judge authorized by 1aw.

L7

18 1vi) The requirements of W.s. 5-8-160(a) sha]I

19 not apply to any county in which a justice commissioner

20 resides.

2t

22 Section 2. ?he counly clerks shall not accept

23 nominations for the office of justice of the peace nor

24 conduct elections for the office of iustice of the peace in

4t HBOOS4A
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the primary el-ection or general el-ection of 1998t or any

elections thereafter.

Section 3. The term of office of each justice of the

peace elected or appointed prior to the effective date of

this act shall terminate ,fanuary 1, 1999.

Section 4. Notwithstanding any other provision of this

act:

(a) The supreme court sha11 determine the initial

circuit court districts and the number and location of the

judges who are to serve the circuit court system not fater

than April 1, 1998.

(b) For each vacant office of circuit court judge' the

judicial nominating commission shall submit a list of three

(3) nomj-nees to the governor not l-ater than May 15' 1998.

(c) If the governor fails to make any appointment

within thirty (30) days after the list of nominees j-s

submitted to him, the appointment shall be made by the chief

justice of the supreme court within fifteen (15) days, but

in no event l-ater than January L , t999.

HBOOB4A
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(d) Circuit court judges appointed under this section

2 shall take offlce .tanuary l-, 1999.

3

4 Section 5.

5

6 (a) Except as provj-ded in subsection (b) of this

7 section, section 1 of this act is effective January 1, 1999.

I

9 (b) W.S. 5-8-106 and 5-8-111 are effective JuIy L,

l-0 1998.

11

12 (c) The rema j-nder of thi-s act is ef f ective July 7 '
13 199'7.

1A

15 (END)

43 HBOOS4A
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THE LEGISI,ATURE OF THE STATE OF WYOMING

Ilouse of Representatives

Cheyenne, February 3, L997

Mr. Speaker:

Your
ConnLttee No. 1 on iIUDICIARY to whom was referred
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ENGROSSED

HOUSE BILL NO. HBOOS4A

Ci rcrr i f r-nrrrt swstgm.

Sponsored by: ,Joint Judiciary Interim Comrnittee

A BILL

for

1 AN ACT relating to courts; creating the Wyoming Cj-rcuj-t

2 Court System to replace and supplant justice of the peace

3 courts and county courts; providing for the creation of

4 circuit court districts and the appointment of circuit court

5 judges; specifying the jurisdiction and power of clrcui"t

6 courts; specifying procedures for circuit courts; provJ-dlng

7 for the appointment of circuit court commj-ssioners and

8 adjunct commissioners and specifying their Powers and

9 duties; granting rulemaking authority; providing for the

1O appointment of justice commissj-oners as specified; and

11 providing for effective dates.

t2

13 Be It Enacted by the LegisJature of tie State of Wyoming:

L4

l-5 Section 1. W.S. 5-8-l-01 through 5-8-167 are created to

16 read:

18 CHAPTER 8

HBOOS4A'
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1 CIRCUIT COURTS

2

3 5-8-101. Definitions; construction of provisi.ons.

4

5

b

't

(a) As used in this act:

(f) "Felony" means a criminal offense for which

8 the penatty authorized by faw includes imprisonment in a

9 state penal institution for more than one (1) year;

10

L1 (ii) "High misdemeanor" means a misdemeanor for

12 which the penalty authorized by faw exceeds the jurisdlction

13 of municipal courts;

14

l_5 (iii) "Misdemeanor" means a crimj-nal offense less

L6 than a felony;

L7

18 (iv) "This act" means W.S. 5-8-101 through

19 5-8-L67.

20

21, (b) When no special provision is otherwise made by

22 law, the circuit court shall be vested with all inherent

23 powers which are possessed by courts of record in this

24 state.

z3

HBOOS4A
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1 5-8-102. Circuit court districts created; e><pense-

3 (a) There is created the Wyoming Circuit Court System

4 which shal-l be state funded and shaLL replace the ;ustice of

5 peace courts and the county courts.

6

7 (b) The Wyoming supreme court shatf determine the

8 circuit court districts and the number and location of the

9 judges who are to serve the circuit court system, subject to

10 the approval of the legislature through the state budget

11 process. Determinations by the supreme court shal1 be

t2 based on criteria which includes the population of each

13 county, geographical factors, as well as the case workload

L4 for the system.

l-6 (c) The supreme court shalI from time to time, but

Li not i-ess than every ten (10) years after the establishment

l-8 of the circuit court system, conduct studies to determine

19 the number of judges and thelr location required for the

20 clrcuit court svstem.

2L

22 (d) The judicial salari-es, salaries of the clericaL

23 staff, supplies, operating costs' jury and wj-tness expenses

24 and other expenses of the circuit court shall be paid by the

25 state.

HBOOS4A
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I

2 5-8-103. Concurent jurisdiction,' terrns of court'

4 (a) AII circuit court judges shall have concurrent

5 irrri sdi n1- i nn f hrnrrrrhnrrf f hc state.

6

7 (b) Regular terms of the circui-t court shall- be held

8 in the circuit court, one (1) term beginning on the second

9 Monday in January and one (1) term beglnning on the second

10 Monday in July of each year.

11

72 5-8-104. .fustice of Peace courts and county courts

13 supplanted and reFlaced.

T4

15 (a) In any county in which there are one (1) or more

16 justice of the peace courts' the circuit court shal-1

1,'l supplant and replace the justice of peace courts of the

18 county and shall exercise the jurisdiction previously

l-9 exercised by the justice of peace courts.

2l (b) In any county in which a county court has been

22 established, at the effective date of this act the county

23 court shall be known as the "Circuit Court of the State of

24 Wyoming, (Number of the Circuit Court Judicial District)

25 Circuit, (Name of county) County, " and the county judge

HBOOE4A
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1 presiding at the effective date of this act shal] thereafter

2 be designated cj-rcuit court judge of the "Circuit Court of

3 the State of Wyorning, (Number of the Circuit Court Judicial

4 District) Circuit. " A circuit court shall exercise the

5 subject matter jurisdiction previously exerclsed by a county

6 court and any additional- jurlsdiction conferred by statute.
'7

8 (c) Circuit courts shall exercj-se uniform jurisdiction

9 throughout the state.

l0

l-1 5-8-105. Dispositions of fines and penalties under

LZ general state laws.

IJ

t4 All fines and penalties under the general laws of the state

l-5 shall be paid into the county treasury to the credlt of the

16 public school fund of the county.

L'7

18 5-8-106. Supreme court to adopt rules; rules of civil

19 and criminal procedure to govern courts; excePtion.

20

2l The supreme court is hereby vested with management and

22 supervisory powers over the circuit courts of the state of

23 Wyoming, and shall, by rule of the supreme court, estabLish

24 procedures and regulations for the effectj-ve and expeditious

25 administration of the business of the circuit courls and

HBOOS4A
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1 shal1 establi-sh fees and costs for those courts. The

2 Wyomlng Rules of Civ11 Procedure, the Wyoming Rules of

3 CrlmlnaL Procedure and the Wyoming Rul-es of Appellate

4 Procedure as amended or supplemented from time to time,

5 shal-l- govern circuj-t courts unl-ess those rules or any parts

6 thereof are declared inappLicable by the supreme court-

? Commissioners, as used in the Wyoming Rules of Criminal

8 Procedure, sha11 include circuj-t court judges and circuit

9 court commissioners.

l_0

l-1- 5-8-107. Name of court; presider.

13 In the counties in which a circuit court is estabfished, the

14 court shall be cal-l,ed the "Circuit Court of the State of

15 Wyoming, (Name of the Circuit Court Judicial District)

l-6 Circuit, (Name of county) County, " which shall be a court of

I'7 record. The circuit court shal-L be preslded over by a

18 circuit judge.

19

20 5-8-108. Term of judges.

2L

22 (a) The terms of circuit court judqes shall be four

23 (4) years. Each judqe sefected under the provisions of

24 article 5, section 4 of the $lyoming constitution shal-I serve

25 for one (1) year after the appointment and untif the first

HBOOS4A
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1 Monday in January following the next general efection after

2 the expj-ration of such year. The judge shafl, at such

3 generaf election, stand for retention in office within the

4 circuit of residence as provided i-n article 5, section 4 of

5 the Wyoming constitution.

6

7 (b) Alf circuit court judges who are presiding at the

8 effective date of this act shall stand for retentlon at the

9 end of the term for which they were retained as county court

l-0 judges.

L1

L2 (c) A circuit court judge who is perrnanently

13 transferred to a different circuit shall serve for one (1)

1,4 year after the transfer and until the first Monday in

15 January following the next general election after the

16 expiration of such year. The judge shalI, at such general

L"7 efection, stand for retention in office within the new

18 circuit of residence as provided in article 5, section 4 of

19 the Wyoming constitution.

20

21 5-8-109. ,.fudges to be nonparLisan; rnanner of

22 nomination and appointment.

HBOOS4A
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1 Judges of the circuit court shall be nonpartisan, and shall

2 be nominated, appointed and retained as provided by articfe

3 5, section 4 of the Wyoming constltution.

5 5-8-110. Qualifications for appointment.

o

? (a) To be eligible for appointment to the office of

I -irrcloe of a ci rr.rri I r-nrrrf . .a nerson ShaII:v J usys vslu vvurL, - !."

9

10

11

L2

(i) Be a qualified elector of the statei

(ii) Be authorized to practice law in Wyoming;

13 and

t4

15 (ij-i) Have practiced law for a period of at least

16 three (3) years.

!'7

18 5-8-111. Instruction of judges.

t9

20 The supreme court of Wyoming may provlde by rule for

21 instruction of judges and court commissioners of the circuit

22 court by whatever means the supreme court deems appropriate-

ZJ

24 5-8-112. Appointment to fill vacancies in office.

ZJ
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1 Vacancies occurring in the office of judge of circuit court

2 shall be filled as provj-ded by article 5, section 4 of the

3 Wyoming constitution.

4

5 5-8-113. Delivery of official records and PaPers to

6 successor in office.
'7

I If the office of judge of a circuit court becomes vacant by

9 reason of death, removaf from officer or otherwise, the

10 senior circuit court judge, or if there is none, the clerk

11 of the district court sha11 take charge of the official

12 records and papers of the judge and deliver them to the

l-3 successor in office of that judge.

L4

15 5-8-114. .furisdiction of successor is sarne as that of

16 predecessor in office.

L'7

18 A judge of a circuit court with whom the records of the

19 predecessor have been deposited has the sane jurisdlction

20 over all actions and proceedings entered in such records as

21, if they were originally commenced before that judge.

22

23 5-8-115. Bond.

z9
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1 Each judge of a circuit court shall be bonded j-n the sum of

2 five thousand dolfars ($5' 000.00) for the faithful

3 performance of duties during the term in offj-ce. The bond

4 shaLl be made payable to the state of Wyoming and shal-l be

5 fited with the clerk of the district court.

6

7 5-8-116. Salaries of judges,' traveling expenaes.

9 Ear-h irrdoe af a circuit court shaIl receive an annuaf salaryJ uuYv v.

l-O provided by W.S. 5-1-110(a) (iii). When a new salary is

l-1 effective for any judge of a circuit court upon new

12 appointment or the commencement of a new term, it shaLl be

13 effective for all judges of the circuit courts. fn addition

14 to salary, the state sha1l reimburse a judge of a circuit

15 court for those traveling expenses actually incurred when

16 the business of the circuit court requires attendance more

1,'7 than five (5) miles from the place where the judge regularly

L8 holds court.

L9

20 5-8-117. Oath.

2L

22 Before assuming the duties of office, a judge of a circuit

23 court shall take and subscribe before a supreme court

24 justice, a district court judge or a circuit court judqe an

25 oath of office prescribed by the constitution of Wyoning.

10 HBOOS 4A
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l_

2 5-8-118. Judge nay be district court coluruissioner,'

3 private practice of law prohibited,- conunissioner of circuit

4 court permitted to practice law.

5

6 A judqe of a circuit court may be appointed to and hold the

7 office of district court conmissioner. A judqe of a circuj-t

I court shafl devote full time to the office and may not

9 engage in the private practice of law. A commj-ssi-oner of a

l-O cj-rcuit court, who is otherwise authorized to practice law

11 in Wyoming, may engage in the private practice of law so

'I . r ^-a -^ f 1-, r.r- nrar-f i r-e dnas nOt COnf f ict With the dUtieS aSLZ. -LlJrlg d.J LrlclL P! a!-Lr\-E: L \',/ It r rr

13 conmissioner of a circuit court.
1^

15 5-8-119. .Tudges may hold court for each other,'

16 e:q)enE€s of judge holding court in another circuit court

I'7 county,' disgualification of judge; change of venue

18 prohibited.

19

20 (a) The judges of the circuit courts may hold court

2L for each other and shall do so when reguired by the supreme

22 court. The expenses of judges of a circuit court holdlng

23 court 1n any circuit court other than their own' including

24 travel expenses and their expenses while holding court,

11 HBOOE4A
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1 shall be charged to the contingent fund of the court in

2 which they are holding court.

4 (b) A party to any action in circuit court may

5 disqualify a circui-t court judge as provided by rules

6 adopted by the supreme court. Upon disquallfication, or

7 inability for any reason to fulfill the duties, the circuit

8 court judge shaff appoint another circuit court judge from

9 that or a different circuit court, or a cj-rcuit court

10 commissioner from that circuit court if no other circuit

l-1 court judge is available to try the action.

l2

13 (c) There shaLL be no change of venue for civil

1.4 actions triable i.n circuit court.

16 5-8-120. ,fudicial robe.

r'7

18 While holding court, judges of a circuit court shall wear a

l-9 black judicial robe.
.)n

21 5-8-121. Seal of court.

22

23 Each circuit court shall have a seal . Each court shalf use

24 a seal having upon it the inscription: "CircuiL Court of

25 the State of Wyoming" together with the number of the

L2 HBOOS4A
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1 circuit in which the same i-s to be used. The seal of a

2 circuit court shall- be affixed by a stamp that reproduces

3 legibly under photographic processes. A judge of a circuit

4 court shall affix the seal to every jurat or certificate of

5 official- acts without additional fee.

'7 5-8-t22. Budget.

8 The circuit courts shall submit budgets for the operation of

9 the clrcuit courts to the supreme court for approval and

L0 upon approval to the state legislature.

1t

12 5-8-123. Clerical asEistante.

1,4 A judge or judg,es of a circuit court shaLl appoint a clerk

15 of court and cl-ericai assistants as may be necessary for the

L6 efficient operation of the court, within the limits of the

L1 approved budget and subject to the approvaf of the supreme

l-8 court. Provided however, each court shall maintain a cferk,

L9 clerical assistant or provide other clerical arrangements,

20 as determined by the supreme court, in each l-ocation the

2l county or justice court previously malntained an office.

22

23 5'8-L24. County to provide quarters/' state to furnish

24 certain property for judges.

25

HBOOE4A'
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1 The board of county corunissioners shaII provide suitable

2 quarters to house the circuit court and shall suitably

3 furnish the courtroom with necessary furniture and fixtures

4 and furnish the chamber office of each judge with the

5 necessary office furniture and fixtures for court function

6 in accordance with this act. Each judge shall- be furnished

? by the state of Wyoming, without charqe, the American and

8 Wyoming state flags, the latest edition of the wyomj-ngf

9 statutes, cumulative supplements thereto and the l-atest

L0 session l-aws of Wyomlng. AII property furnlshed to a iudge

Ll shall remain the property of the governmental unit supplying

t2 the same, and upon termination of a judge's term of office,

1,3 shall be transmitted to the successor in office.

L4

l-5 5-8-125. Court continuouely in seeeion.

I"l The circuit court shall be continuously in session.

18

19 5-8-L26. Bueineee hours,' judge to be always available

20 for criminal matters.

2t

22 Circuit courts shall be open for the transaction of business

23 during regular business hours. In criminal matters the judge

24 or a commissioner shall be avail-able as required by the

25 Wyoning Rules of Criminal Procedure for fixing and accepting

L4 HBOOS4A
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l- bail, issuing warrants including search warrants, and

2 conducting arraignment proceedings.

4 5-8-121 . Process extends throughout state.

5

6 The process of a circuit court shall extend throughout the

7 state.

9 5-A-12A. Civil juriediction.

10

11 (a) Each circuit court has excLusive original civil

L2 jurisdictlon within the boundaries of the state as fol-lows:

L4 (i) An action where the prayer for recovery is an

l-5 amount not exceeding seven thousand dollars ($7'000.00)'

l-6 excfusive of court costs;

r'1

1-8 (il) Actions to recover specific personal

19 property the value of whlch does not exceed seven thousand

20 dollars ($?rO0O.OO), excl"usive of court costs and shalf be

2t prosecuted in accordance with w.S. 1-15-301 through

22 1-15-306;

24 (iii) Actions to foreclose or enforce a li-en on

25 or security interest in personal property perfected under

HBOOS4A
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1 the Uniform Commerci-aL Code, W- S. 34 - 1-1-101 through

2 34. 1-10-104, when the amount clalmed on the 1i-en or security

3 interest does not exceed seven thousand dollars ($7,000.00),

4 exclusi-ve of court costs;

5

6 (1v) Actions for smal-] cLalms as provided by W-S-

'7 I-21-201 through 1,-2L-205;

I

9 (v) Actions for tot"inf" entry or detainer as

1O provided by W.S. 1-21-1001 through 1'-21'-1'0L6;

11

12 (vi) Actions to forecl-ose and enforce the

13 following statutory liens only when the amount claimed on

L4 the lien does not exceed seven thousand dolfars ($7'000.00),

15 exclusive of court costs:

l_6

l'7 (A) Construction liens as provided by W. S .

18 29-2-L01, through 29-2-L09;

19

20 (B) Liens for labor and materi-a1s as

23. provided by W.S. 29-4-IW and 29-4-1'02;

22

23 (c) Liens for Labor and services as provided

24 by l0.S. 29-5-L0t through 29-5-L06 and 29-1-IjL through

25 29-'7 -202 i and

L6 HBOOS4A
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l-

2 (D) Liens for taxes as provided by W. S.

3 39-6-410 and 39-6-510.

5 (vii) Actions to dispose of an abandoned vehlcle

6 as provided by W.S. 31-13-Ll2 (e), regardl-ess of the val"ue of

7 the abandoned vehicle;

I

9 (vili) A11 other actions over which the county

10 courts or justice of the peace courts are authorized to

11 exercj-se jurlsdiction up to the effective date of this act.

L2

13 (b) The circuit court may issue writs of attachment or

L4 garnishment as provided by W.S. 1-15-101 through 1--15-21-2

15 and l--l-5-401- through 1-15-511, and may issue judgrment,

L6 execution and stay of execution, and order the safe of the

I'7 property seized under execution as provided by W.S. 1-19-101

18 through l--19-108 and 1-21-401 through I-2I-103. A writ of

L9 execution issuing from a circuit court shall be in the form

20 and subject to the provisions of W.S. 1-17-308.

2L

22 (c) The judge may subrnit to arbitration any civil

23 matter pending in circuit court, upon agreement of the

24 parties as provided by W.S. 1-21-801- through !-2!-804, ot

25 upon application of either party showi-ng an arbitration

II HBOOS4A
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1 agreement and refusal of the opposing party to arbitrate as

2 provided by W.S. l--36-l0L through 1-36-11-9.

3

4 (d) The provisions of W.S. 5-1-107 pertaining to the

5 exercise of personal jurisdiction apply in the circult

6 courts.

1

' I 5-8-129. ,Jurisdiction to hear action disputing

9 boundaries or title to real ProPerty.

10

1l- circuit courts have no jurisdlction over any action in which

LZ the boundarles of, or the title to real property is i-n

13 issue, except actions to foreclose and enforce statutory

14 liens authorized bv W.S. 5-8-128 (a) (vj-) .

16 5-8-130. Criminal jurisdiction.

L7

18 Circuit courts have jurlsdlction in alI crimina1 cases

19 amounti-ng to misdemeanors. 'Jurlsdictlon shall also include

20 those criminal cases 1n which the defendant is placed on

2L probation for a period exceeding six (6) months.

22

23 5-8-131 . Authority to set bail,' preliminary

24 examinations.

25

18 HBOOS4A
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1 (a) Judges of the circuit court or circuit court

2 commissioners are authorized to set bail in accordance with

3 the Wyoming Rules of Criminal Procedure.

4

5 (b) Preliminary examinations for persons charged with

6 a felony shall be conducted by the circuit court judge or

7 circuiL court commi.ssloner.

9 (c) Preliminary examinations of persons charged with a

10 high mlsdemeanor sha1l not be conducted for a determination

11 of probable cause.

l2

13 5-8-132. Powers generally.

l4

15 (a) A circuit court may:

1'1 (i) Preserve and enforce order in its immediate

18 presence and in the proceedings before it accordi-ng to the

1-9 Wyoming Rules of Criminal- Procedure and punish for contempt

20 as provided therein;

LL

22 (ii) Compel obedience to its judqrments, orders

23 and processes;

24

HBOOS 4At_9
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(iii) Control, in furtherance of justice' the

2 conduct of its mlnisterial officers, and of all other

? rrarcnn< irr aJny manner connected with judicial proceedings

n E^4^-^ ;r a,.r !sr-v!s {L, -rrl every matter pertaining thereto;

5

6 (iv) Issue warrants, including search warrants,

7 sumnonses, subpoenas or other process in civil and criminal

I cases;

L0 (v) Administer oaths and affirmations and take

11 ba11, acknowledgiments' affidavits and depositions;

12

(vi) Amend and control its process and orders to

14 make them conformable to law and justice;

16 (vii) Proceed to trial, render judgment' and

L'7 grant writs of execution to carry into effect any order or

18 judgment of the court;

19

2A (viii) Sol"emnize marriag:es.

2L

22 5-8-133. Probation,' correctj-on and reduction of

23 sentence.

24

20 HBOOS4A
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i- The circuit court may place a criminal defendant on

2 probation pursuant to W.S. 7-13-30L through 7-13-307. The

3 court may correct an illegal sentence at any time and may

4 correct a sentence imposed in an illegal manner. The court

5 may reduce the sentence. If the court reduces the sentence,

6 such reduction shalL be noted in the criminaL docket as an

7 entry in the docket.

I

9 5-8-134. Filing fee.

10

11 For all civil matters the circuit court shall collect from

L2 the plaintiff a filing fee of ten dolLars ($10.00) .

1-3

14 5-8-135. Request for jury in ciwil actions" right to

15 jury in criminal actione.

L6

1"'7 In ' civil actions in a circuit court, a j ury sha1l be

18 considered waived unless requested by either party as

19 provlded by the Wyoming Rules of Civil Procedure. In

20 criminal proceedings in a circuit court the accused shall

21 have the right to a triaf by jury unless such right is

22 waived as provided by the Wyoming Rules of Crlrninal

23 Procedure.

25 5-8-135. Jury lists.

21- HBOOS4A
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1

2 Jurors shall be selected from the jury lists selected for

3 the district courts of the state pursuant to the provisions

4 of W.S. 1-11-101 throuqh 1.-II-204.

5

6 5-8-137. Abetract of judgment; lien of judgment on

7 real estate,' lien on real estate in another county.

9 (a) At any time while the papers in any case in which

10 a judgment has been rendered by a circuit court are retained

lL by the court, the judge shalI certify and del-iver an

1,2 abstract of the judgment to any person on the payment of a

13 five dollar ($5.00) fee.

L4

l-5 (b) The judgrnent creditor in any judgment rendered in

16 circuit court, if the judgment is not appealed or stayed,

1'l may file with the clerk of the district court of the county

18 1n whlch the judgment was rendered a transcript thereof,

l-9 certifyinq therein the amount paid thereon, if any. The

2A clerk shal1 enter the case on the execution docket' together

2I with the amount of the judgment and the time of fi11ng the

22 transcript. rf within ten (10) days after the judgrment was

23 rendered, the judgment debtor pays the same or gives bond

24 for stay of execution, the circuit judge shall immediately

25 certify that fact to the cl-erk of the dlstrlct court who
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1- shall enter a memorandum thereof upon the executlon docket.

2 The cost of the transcript, the filing and the entry on the

3 docket shall be paid by the party who files the transcrj-pt

4 and may be taxed to the other party. The judEnent shall be

5 a lien on the real estate of the judqnent debtor within the

6 county from the day the transcript is fj-l-ed. Execution may

7 be issued on the judgment at any time after filing the

8 transcript as if the judgment had been rendered in the

9 district court.

10

11 (c) The judgment creditor in any judgment rendered by

12 any clrcuit court in this state and filed in the judgment

13 record of the district court, nay file a transcript of the

1.4 judgment record of the district court wj-th the clerk of the

15 district court in any other county within this state where

L6 the judgment debtor owns real estate. The judqrment is a

L1 Iien upon aII real estate of the judgment debtor in any

1"8 county in which the transcript is filed from the date of

19 filing. The clerk of the district court of any county in

20 which the transcript is filed shall enter the judgment upon

2)- the judgrnent records of the court in the same manner as

22 judgrments are rendered in that court.

23

24 5-8-138. Reporting of proceedings; preservation

25 thereof.
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1

2 In any judicial proceedings before the ci-rcuit court, unless

3 waived by the partles whenever the presi-ding judge of a

4 circult court shall deem it necessary/ or upon the request

5 of either party, the court shai.l provide for the reporting

6 of the testimony and proceedings, with objections made, the

7 rulings of the court, and oral and written charges. The

8 reporting may be made by stenographic reporting, electronic

9 recording or other appropriate means authorized by the

L0 court.

11

L2 5-8-139. Alrpoi.ntment of epecial reportere;

13 certification of transcrj.pt.

14

15 If the record is to be made by a stenographic reporter, the

16 judge shall appoint a special stenographic reporter - to

1-'l report the testimony and proceedings. If the record is made

18 by means of el-ectronic recording, the judge shal-f appoint a

L9 special reporter to make the efectronic recording, and in

20 those cases in which it is required, the judge shall appoint

2L an official stenographer to furnish with reasonable

22 diligence a tlpewritten transcript of the testi-mony and

23 proceedings. The report of the official stenographer, when

24 typewritten and certified by hin as a correct transcript of

25 the testi-mony and proceedings in the case, sha1l be prima
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facie a correct statement of such testimony and proceedings.

The signature of the stenographer on the certification of

the transcript shafl be duly acknowledged by him before a

notary public or judicial officer of this state.

5-8-140. Civil and criminal cases reviewed on record.

fn civ1l and crimi-naL cases a judge of a district court

shall review the case on the record on appeal .

5-8-141. Time and manner for taking appeals.

Appeals from the district court to the supreme court of

Wyoming shal-.L be taken within the time and in the manner for

taking appeals prescribed by the Wyoming Rules of Appellate

Procedure.

5-8-L42. Docket books.

Docket books of the clrcuit courts shall be uniform

throughout the state, and the forrn shal1 comply with the

form approved by the Wyoming supreme court with the advj-ce

of the director of the state department of audit. Each

judge of a circuit court shall keep a separate criminal

docket, clviL docket and smaLl cLaims docket.
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2 5-8-143. Index to docket books.

4 A judge of a circuit court shall keep an alphabetical index

5 to the docket, in which the judge shall enter the names of

6 the parties to each judgment, with a reference to the page

1 of entry. The judge shall enter the names of defendants in

8 the index, in the alphabetical order of the first letter of

9 the family name.

10

11 5-8-144. Receipts for money paid into court.

T2

l-3 When any money is paid into a circuit court, a recelpt for

1,4 said amount shafl be lssued promptly upon a form prescribed

15 by the director of the state department of audit. The

l6 receipts shall- be prenurnbered in numerical sequence. The

L1 original copy shall be deflvered to the payor and a copy

18 shall be filed in the office of the lssuing judge. The

19 receipts shall be prenumbered by the printer, and the

20 printer sha1l give to the director a receipt showing the

2l- numbers so printed. The circuit court shal-f pay all fines,

22 forfeltures and other penalties to the approprlate county

23 treasurer and alI fees, costs and other receipts to the

24 state treasurer.

25
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L 5-8-145. Failure of judge to give receipt constitutes

2 cause for remowal from office.

4 Fei I rtre. ref,,--r ^F -^^r ^^+. of a irrdoe of a CifCUlt COUI.L- --L,lJctI, \,,J- rrEVJ.s\/L \-,/ r- cr J qLrys \-,/ !

5 to give receipt for any money paid into the circuit court is

6 misconduct, which constitutes cause for removal from offlce.

7

8 5-8-146. Deposit of money with county or state

9 treasurer.

10

1L When any fines, forfei-tures, or costs are deposited with the

1"2 judge of a circuit court pursuant to any action or

l-3 proceedings in the court, or pursuant to any order, decree

L4 or judgment of the court, the money in the judge's

15 possession shall be deposited no later than the tenth day

L6 following the month of receipt with the appropriate county

11 or state treasurer. If the money has not been so deposited

18 by the tenth day of the nonth and no just cause is shown,

19 said judge shall forfelt twenty-five dollars ($25.00) a day

20 for each day after the tenth day of the month during whj-ch

2L no deposits have been made.

22

23 5-8-147. Director to establish uniform accountinE

24 system.
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1 The director of the state department of audit shall

2 establish, supervise, and as necessary from time to time,

3 modify a uniform system of accounting, incJ-uding a system of

4 audit for circuit courts, to provide for the proper and

5 uniform accounting of all money received and disbursed by

6 circuit courts, and al-l- judges of the circuit courts shalf

7 comply. An audit of each circuj-t court shalI be performed

I every three (3) years.

1-0 5-8-148. Failure to keep accounte constitutes cauae

11 for remowal from office.

1.2

13 Fai1ure to keep accounts pursuant to the system established

L4 by the director of the state department of audi-t or failure

15 to account for money paid lnto and disbursed by the circuit

16 court is misconduct, whj-ch may constitute cause for removal-

I'7 f rom of f ice.

l_8

1,9 5-8-149. Bank accountg.

20

2L The accounting system established by the direclor of the

22 state department of audit may provide for bank accounts for

23 each circuit court in which money received by the circuit

24 court may be deposited and disbursed as provided therein,

25 and for such records, reports and procedures as the director
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1- requires. Money received as fines, forfeitures or court

2 costs may not be deposited in the same bank account as money

3 received in civi-l- matters. If a bank account is established

4 into which fj-nes, costs or forfeitures are deposi-ted' the

5 accounting system established by the director shall require/

6 where availabl-e, the use of accounts in a financial

7 j-nstitution listed in W.S. 9-4-817(a) which earn interest,

8 in which the deposits are subject to payment upon demand and

9 which are insured or secured as provided in W.S. 9'4-811 (c) ,

10 Interest earned on deposits of fines and forfeitures in such

11 accounts shalL be forwarded monthly to the appropriate

12 county treasurer and credi-ted to the county public school

L3 fund. Interest earned on all other deposlts j-n such

L4 accounts shall be forwarded to the state treasurer quarterly

l-5 and credited to the victim's compensation account wlthin the

16 earmarked revenue fund.

L'7

L8 5-8-150. Examination of accounte.

LJ

20 The accounts of each circuit court shall be examined in

2I accordance with W.S. 16-4-1,22 and 16-4-123.

zz

23 5-8-151. Annual accounts submitted to director.

24

ZY HBOOS4A



L99't STATE OF WYOMING 97LSO-02 66. E1

l- Each circuit court shall submit annual accounts to the

2 director of the state department of audit under regulations

3 prescribed by t.he di-rector.

4

5 5-8-152. Suit to enforce collection or transmittal of

6 fines; failure to transmit constitutes cauae for removal

7 from office; liability on judge's bond.

9 (a) If it is apparent through examination conducted by

10 the director of the state department of audit or a desiglnee,

11 or by other means, that any fines or forfeltures have not

12 been transmitted, the county attorney shall bring suit to

13 enforce the colLection or transmittal, or both. Failure to

L4 transmit fines, forfeitures or costs is misconduct which

l-5 constitutes cause for removal from office.
10

1-'7 (b) The official bond of a judge of a circult court

l-8 shalL secure, and there shall be liability thereon, for the

19 failure to transmit such fines, forfeitures, or costs

20 imposed by the judge.

21,

22 5-8-153. Exanination of eourt records by public,

23 director, attorney general and county attorneys permitted.
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1 The records kept by a judge of a circuit court shall be

? nrrhl i r- and available for examination during the regular

3 business hours of the court. The director of the state

4 department of audit, the attorney general- or the county

5 attorney of the particular county in which the circuit court

6 is situated may examine them at any time upon demand.

8 5-8-154. Appointment of cormnissioners and adjunct

9 commissioners.

10

LL Subject to W.S. 5-8-160, judges of the circuit court may

12 appoint such number of commissioners and adjunct

L3 corunissioners of the circuit court as the public interest

14 may require. The circuit court judge shall determine the

15 geographical- area withln which the commissioners and adjunct

L6 comrnissioners mav serve.

tt

l-B 5-8-155. Terrn of office; remowal .

20 Excep! as provided by w.S.5-8-l-60, commissioners and

2L adjunct commissioners of the circuit court shall hold office

22 at the pleasure of the circuit court and may be similarly

23 removed.

aA
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1 5-8-156. Qualifications for conunissioners and adjunct

2 conmdssioners.

4 (a) Commissioners of the circuit court shall be

5 qualified e.l.ectors of the circuit for which appointed and

6 authorized to practice law in Wyoming.

1

8 (b) Adjunct commissi-oners of the circuit court shalf

9 be qualified electors of the circuj-t for which appointed.

10

11 5-8-157. Circuit court to enter order appointing

1"2 comnissionere and adjunct conmissioners.

1_3

L4 The circuit court in open court shall enter the order

15 appointing each commissioner and adjunct commissioner of the

L6 circuit court and shaLl enter the order upon the journal' A

L'7 certified coPy of the journal entry shall be evidence of the

18 appointment in all courts of thls state.

IY

20 5-8-158. oath.

21,

22 Commissioners of the circuit court, before entering upon the

23 discharge of their official duties, shalf take and subscribe

24 before a circuit court judge or a clerk of a court of record
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1 the oath of office prescribed by the constitution of

2 Wyoming.

3

4 5-8-159. Powers of conunissioners and adjunct

5 corunissioners.

o

7 (a) Each cornmissioner of the circuit court may:

I

(i) Conduct arraignment proceedinqs for persons

1-0 charged with a misdemeanor;

11_

t2 (ii) Accept guilty pleas and receive payments for

13 fines or bonds 1n misdemeanor cases;

I4

15 (iii) Incarcerate persons charged with the

l-6 commission of offenses triable in the circuit court;

L"7

18 (iv) Conduct initial appearance proceedings for

79 persons charqed with a felony;

20

2L

22

ZJ

z4

(v) Issue warrants, including search warrants,'

(vi) Fix and accept bail;
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(vii) Preserve and enforce order in the

2 commissioner's immediate presence and in the proceedings

3 before the commissioner;

5 (viij-) Perform marriage ceremonies.

6

7 (b) In the event of absence, inability or

8 disqualification of the circuit judge, and at the direction

9 of the circuit judge or the supreme court/ a circuit court

10 corunissioner shall have all of the powers and may perform

11 all of the duties of the circuit judge as authorized by law

72 and rules.

13

).4 (c) Each adjunct commissioner of the circuit court

15 may:

_Lb

(f) Accept guilty pleas and receive palments ior

18 fines or bonds in rnisdemeanor cases;

1:'

20 (ii) Fix and accept bail;

2L

22 (iii-) Preserve and enforce order in the adjunct

23 commissioner's immediate presence and in the proceedings

24 before the adjunct commissloner;

25

11
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(iv) Perform marriage ceremonies.

v /L5U-UtOb. r,r

1

3 (d) If the person charged signs a waiver, the adjunct

4 commissioner may conduct arraignment proceedings for persons

5 charged with a misdemeanor.

7 (e) By order of a circuit court judge for individual

I cases or by a general order for small claims an adjunct

9 cornmissi-oner mav:

10

11 (i) Hear matters involving small cl-aims;

L3 (if) Conduct trials on misdemeanor matters for

1"4 which the penalty is not more than seven hundred fifty

15 doltars ($750.00) or six (6) months in jai1, or both,

L6 provided the defendant waives trlaf by the clrcuit court

L7 judge in writing;

_LO

19 (iii) Issue search warrants and arrest warrants.

20

2L 5-8-160. Corrnissionere, adjunct connniasioners

22 mandatory in certain counties.

23

24 (a) tn every county within which a circuit court judge

25 does not reside, there shal1 be appointed at least one (1)
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1 commissioner who shalI be a resi-dent of said county'

2 provided that if in any such county there is no person

3 available or qual_ified to be appointed as a commissioner,

4 there shal-t be appointed at ieast one (1) adjunct

5 commissioner who is a resident of said county-

6

? (b) Prior to j-niti-a] appointment of a commissioner or

8 adjunct commissioner under this sectj-on, the board of county

9 commissioners shali. subrnit to the presidingr circuit court

10 judge, for each position to be filled, a list of no more

11 than three (3) attorneys who are guatified electors of the

12 county, eEr if there is no person avaifabl-e or qualified to

L3 serve as circuit court commissioner, a list of not more than

14 three (3) qualified electors of the county who are not

15 attorneys. The presiding circuit court judge shal] select

L6 and appoint not more than three (3) commj-ssioners or adjunct

L7 commissioners from the list submitted by the county

l-8 commissioners.

20 (c) Commissi-oners or adjunct commissj-oners appointed

21, under this section shall serve for a term of four (4) years.

22 within two (2) months.prior to the expiration of the term of

23 a commissioner or adjunct commissioner appointed under this

24 section, the board of county cornmissioners shaLL submit a

25 reconmendation to the presiding circuit court regarding
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L reappolntment for an additional four (4) year term. If the

2 court commissioner or adjunct commissioner j-s not

3 reappointed by the circuit court judge' the county

4 commissioners sha1l submit a list of persons in accordance

5 with subsection (b) of this section from which the

6 appointment shaLl be made.

'7

I (d) Any vacancy in the position of a cj-rcuit court

9 commissioner or adjunct commissioner shall be filled for the

10 remainder of the term in accordance with the procedures in

l-1 subsection (b) of this section.

L2

13 5-S-161. Salary.

1_4

15 Commissioners and adjunct commissioners shall be employed as

L6 at-wiIl sal-aried contract employees, and shalt not be

l'7 eligible to participate in or otherwise be covered by state

18 empJ.oyees and officials group insurance, the state

L9 retirement system or the deferred compensation program. A

20 claim for cornpensation shall be made by voucher' verified

2L under oath, setting forth in detail the services performed,

22 tine expended and amount of compensation claimed- No clain

23 for compensation shall be pald unl-ess approved and alfowed

24 by a judge of the circuit court,
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1 5-8-t62. Record of official actions.

3 Each corrunlssi.oner of the circuit court shall enter a record

4 of official actions in a lournal in the circuit court. Such

5 entries shall be signed by the commissioner.

7 5-8-153. Bond.

9 Each commissioner of the circuit court shall be bonded in

10 the sum of one thousand dollars ($1,000.00) for the faithful

11 performance of duties during terrn in offlce. The bond sha]l

72 be made payable to the state of Wyomingr and shall be fiJ-ed

13 with the clerk of the district court.

74

15 5-8-164. .rudicial business pending before justices of

L6 the peace considered pending before circuit courts; judges

I'7 of circuit court considered judicial successors in office to

18 justices; disposition of records of justices and courtE-

19

20 In any county in which a circuit court j-s established, no

2l judiclal business may be transacted after such establishment

22 by any justice of the peace court. All judicial business

23 pending before any justice of the peace in such county shall

24 be considered to be pending before the circuit court, and

25 the judges of the circuit court shal] in al] respects be the
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1 judicial successors in office of all such justices and

2 courts of said county. AII judicial fi1es, records and

3 dockets belonging to or appertaini-ng to the office of such

/1 -i,.-+; ^^- ^F j-he nFa..tr and r:ourtS Of SUCh COUntieS Shail be.i J uD L-LUED (J! Lrrs }Jscr\-s s.rr\.{ \? \,/

5 filed in the appropriate office of the several ci.rcuit

6 courts and safely kept therein, or may be stored and shall-

7 in a1l respects constitute records of the circuit courts.

I
9 5-8-155. ,Judicial Retirement.

10

11, ,Iudges of the circuit court shall particlpate in the Wyoming

L2 retirement system.

74 5-8-166. Repeal of statutes not to affect offenses

15 conunitted before ilanuary 1, 1999,' pending prosecutions.

16

L'7 The repeal of any statutes by this act sha}l not affect any

18 act or offense done or committedr QT any penalty or

19 forfeiture incurred, or any right established, accrued, or

20 accruing on or before January L, L999, or any prosecution,

2l suit or action pending on that day. Every such pending

22 prosecution, suit or action shall be proceeded 1n, tried and

23 determined in the circui-t court which succeeds to the

24 jurisdictions of the justice of the peace courts and the

25 countv courts.
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1 5-e-767. ,Justice conunissioners.

3 (a) For the period beqinning January I' L999, and

4 ending December 31, 2003, the Wyomlng supreme court may

5 employ fuI1 or part-time justice commissioners to serve

6 within the Wyoming circuit court system subject to the

7 following:

9 (i) Justice commissioners shall be employed as

1O at-will salaried contract employees, and shall- not be

11 eligible to partlcipate in or otherwise be covered by state

LZ employees and officials group insurance, the state

13 retirement system or the deferred compensation program,'

1,4

l-5 (ii) Eliqibility for employment as a justice

16 commissioner shal-l- be lirnited to those individuals who were

Li actively servlng as a justice of the peace on January !,

18 t999;

20 (iij.) The supreme court shall determine the

2L nurnber and l-ocation of justice conmissioners based on the

22 needs of the circuit court system;

23
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l- (iv) ,Iustice commissioners shall serve under the

2 general supervlslon of the circuit judge of the circui-t in

3 whlch they are located;

A

5 (v) Subject to the approval of the Wyomlng

6 supreme court, the supervising circuit court judge may by

7 general order, or by special order for individuaf cases'

I assign a justice cornmissioner to:

10 (A) Exercise any power or authority of a

11 commissioner or adiunct commissioner of the circult court;

T2

13 (B) Hear and decide any matter within the

1.4 civil and criminal- jurisdictional Iimits provided for a

15 clrcuit judge and exercise any or all of the powers and

l-6 duties of a circuit judge authorized by law.

L'7

18 (vl) ?he requirements of !{.S. 5-8-160 (a) shalL

19 not apply to any county in which a justice commissioner

20 resides.

2L

22 Section 2. The county clerks shall not accept

23 nominations for the office of justice of the peace nor

24 conduct elections for the office of justice of the peace in
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1 the primary election or general election of 1998, or any

2 electi-ons thereaf ter.

4 Section 3. The term of office of each justice of the

5 peace elected or appointed prior to the effective date of

6 this act shaff terminate January 1' 1999.

'7

I section 4. Notwithstanding any other provision of this

9 act:

10

11 (a) The supreme court shall- determine the ini-tlal

12 circuit court districts and the nurnber and location of the

13 judges who are to serve the circuit court system not later

14 than April 1, 1998.

15

16 (b) For each vacant office of circuit court judge, the

L'7 judicial nominating cornmission shall submit a fist of three

18 (3) nominees to the governor not later than May 15' l-998.

19

20 (c) If the qovernor fails to make any appointment

n, within thirty (30) days after the list of nominees is

22 submitted to him, the appointment shal1 be made by the chief

23 justice of the supreme court within fifteen (15) days, but

24 in no even! later than January 1-, L999.
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(d) Circuit court judges appointed under this section

2 shall take office January 1, 1999.

5

' 4 Section 5.

5

6 (a) Except as provided in subsection (b) of this

7 section, secti-on 1of this act is effectj-ve January 1, 1999'

I

9 (b) W. S. 5-8-l-06 and 5-8-111 are ef fective JuIy L,

10 1998.

11

12 (c) The remainder of this act is ef fective ,Ju]y 1-,

13 199'7.

L4

l'1 (END)
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