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No Crapping Fur Bearers

J19471-42

HIS season, for the second
consecutive year, no ‘‘fur-
bearing’” animal may be
trapped or hunted in any man-
ner whatsoever in Wyoming.
The fur-bearers, as defined by
law in this State, are the mink,
fisher, marten, fox, and otter. All
other actwal fur-bearing animals
—those classified legally as “‘pred-
ators’’ and those which are not
classified at all—may be taken by
hunters or trappers, except under
certain  extraordinary  ecireum-
stances. The muskrat may be
taken when it is causing damage
to landowners. Quoting Section
45 of the Game Law: “‘provided
when any muskrat . . . . is doing
damage it may be immediately
taken and killed by the owner or
employee of said owner or lessee
of said property.’”’ The wolverine
is unclassified and may there-
fore be taken anywhere at any
time, except on the National
Forests.  On  forest land, it is
considered a fur-bearer, and is
therefore protected in those areas.

The wolverine, of course, oc-
curs only in forest regions, and
there but rarely; and thus it must
be considered entirely protected.
The bear is legally a game animal,
but it may be taken at any time
where doing property damage.
The beaver is a protected animal
in all eircumstances. It may not
be taken except under supervision
of the Wyoming Game and Fish
Department, and then only when
doing actual damage to property.

Animals classified as predators
by the Wyoming Game and Fish
Laws include the bobeat, lynx,
wolf, mountain lion, coyote,
skunk, little spotted skunk, ring-
tail cat, badger, weasel, stray cat,
and raccoon. These, by virtue of
their designation, may be trapped
anywhere on State or private
grounds, without license or regu-
lation. A special permit is re-
quired to trap predatory animals
on forest lands, however. Appli-
cation for such permit should be
made to the nearest Deputy Game
Warden. The warden will refer
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the request to the supervisor of
the forest concerned, and, if ap-
proved, the warden will then for-
ward it to the Wyoming Game
and Fish Department for final
consideration. If approved there,
the permit will be sent direetly to
the applicant. For this reason,
the amount of the permit fee ($1)
should accompany the application
when it reaches the Department
office.

Dogs may not be used to take
any predaceous animal on the
National Forests, exeept where
the State Game Warden or one
of his deputies may grant special
permission for their use in pursu-
ing mountain lion or predatory
bear, while the regular hunting
season is closed.

A fur-dealer’s license ($10) is
required of every resident person
or corporation who engages in the
business of buying, collecting, or
shipping raw furs either within
the State or on an inter-State
scale. The dealer’s license charge
is $20 for non-residents. Dealers
are required to keep daily records
of all furs purchased, collected,
sold, or shipped; the name and
address of the consignee or pur-
chaser, the date of the transaction,
and, in the case of handled heaver
pelts, the serial number of all
tags attached to the pelts.

YOMING, in eclosing the
Vi/ season on fur-hearing ani-

mals during the present
troubled times, is cooperating in
a far-sighted conservation policy
adopted by most States of the
Union for the duration of the
current World War; and the
closed season might possibly ex-
tend until the end of that war.
For, strange as it may seem, the
disruptive influences of war are

felt most keenly in the ranks of
our fur-bearers.

To illustrate: The value of all
furs marketed in the United
States during 1939 (exclusive of
those supplied by fur-farms) was
estimated at $50,000,000. This
harvest supplied about half the
national fur demand, and the re-
mainder of the need was met by
importations from foreign lands.
The war has eut this country off
from commerce with Northern
Europe and Scandinavia, sources
of much of our imported fur.
Thus, according to these compu-
tations, demand for native furs
has incereased greatly, and the
drain on our fur-bearing animals
has increased in proportion to this
demand. It is evident that if
trapping were not rvestricted in
this country during the shortage,
many fur-bearing species would
undoubtedly be depleted or, pos-
sibly, exterminated.

And, war or no war, there has
long been need for more effective
control in this division of Ameri-
can wild life. So little headway
has been made in conserving the
fur bearers that adequate and re-
liable information is rarely avail-
able for planning the work. It
has not, therefore, been possible
to obtain an exact record of the
animals taken each year from our
forests, streams and lakes. Every
indication, however, points to a
continuation of an apparent de-
cline in numbers of fur-bearing
animals, which has been in prog-
ress for a long time.

The closed fur-bearer season in
Wyoming during this year and
last is the first planned step in
this State toward formulation of
a long-range program to con-
serve and safeguard the depleted
ranks of these valuable creatures.

REMOVING BEAVER from live trap (left), preparatory to transporting it elsewhere for
stocking. Beaver in live trap (right).

The Wyoming Beaver Project

Garn M. THOMAS
Coordinator, Wyoming Pittman-Robertson Projects

N ATTEMPT to formulate a
management plan for Wyo-
ming beaver has eiven rise
to a multitude of unanswered
(uestions. The mechanies of trap-
ping and transplanting are well
enough understood, but the theo-
ries and techniques of propaga-
tion are vet nothing more than
feeble shoots sprouting in the dim
light of first discoveries.
Wyoming's Beaver Project, car-
ried on under the Pittman-Robert-
son Federal Aid to Wildlife Pro-
gram, is an endeavor to arrive at
solutions to these many unan-
swered questions, while at the
same time conducting the funda-
mental study on a practical basis.
The project thus funections pri-
marily as a trapping and trans-
planting program, but the aim of
studying the beaver under field
conditions while the rehabilita-
tion work is in progress is not lost
sicht of. Studies thus far have
been completed on 24 creeks in
six counties.
The rehabilitation projeet has
oceasioned some controversy con-
cerning suitable beaver areas.

The question has arisen: “* What
is beaver habitat?’’ And the ad-
mission must be made that it has
never been defined. Water and
food naturally are two primary
requisites, but trends are begin-
ning to manifest themselves which
indicate that the picture is much
more complex than just that. Soil
types, for example, may be a fac-
tor dictating the length of resi-
dence of beaver in a certain area.
Survey workers also suspeet that
there are definite limits of gradi-
ent within which beaver habitat
must be classified.

Before any transplanting activi-
ties are conducted, each stream is
surveyed thoroughly, and the
number of beaver present is esti-
mated. Probably more work has
heen done by investigators on
census taking than in any other
single phase of beaver manage-
ment. No method of eensus taking
vet evolved is infallible, however,
and the Beaver Survey has as one
of its objectives the development
of a sound and accurate method
of counting beaver in their nat-
ural environment.
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The Survey to date has approx-
imated the number of beaver by
a combination of four indicators:
Feeding areas, scent heaps, rest-
ing and sunning areas, and by ac-
tivity and fresh sign. In three lo-
calities, the entire populations
were removed. The number of
beaver taken in two cases corre-
spond exaetly with the number of
feeding areas observed, while in the
third instance, the number of beav-
er taken exceeded the number of
feeding areas by one. In this case,
it was assumed that one of the
beaver taken was feeding with
another, or, more likely, that it
was a migrant. This method of
population estimation should bhe
examined more thoroughly before
being accepted, but thus far it
has proved to be the most reli-
able of any tried.

During the course of the cen-
sus, observers are also noting
other factors which will probably
contribute to a knowledge of
beaver habitat. These are soil
types at the location of the dams
and houses, stream-bed ingredi-
ents at pond sites, the amount
and types of available forage, and
animal life present—both aquatie
and otherwise. It might be noted
lere that moose have often been
seen feeding in beaver ponds.
This would seem to indicate the
value of the beaver as a contribu-
tor to the food supply of the
moose.

An accurate card index of all
data collected by the Survey is
being kept, and it is expected that
as this information accumulates,
it will be possible to read from
it a precise definition of beaver
habitat.

Where concentrations of beaver
are found, the excess animals are
live-trapped and transplanted to

areas where beaver onee thrived
but are now non-existent. The
animals are held during trapping
operations in a cage constructed
of angle iron and eyeclone wire,
The beaver are not transported
until a number sufficient for a
feasible plant has been adeumu-
lated. As the animals are taken
from the trap, their sex is noted
and their ears are tagged. Sex
inforimation is mnecessary to in-
sure the proper ratio in planting,
and it is hoped that by ear-tag-
ging, information may be gath-
ered in the future on beaver mi-
grations. Old males and others
that may accidentally drown in
the live traps are pelted and the
stomach contents preserved for
use in food-habits studies.

Many ranchers, realizing the
value of the beaver as a soil and
water conservation engineer, have
signed cooperative agreements
with the Soil Conservation Serv-
ice, and are requesting that
beaver be planted on their places.
The Survey Party is complying
with these requests, where pos-
sible.

A good many barren streams on
National Forest lands have heen
restocked by Survey workers,
thus far. This often necessitates
a trip of many miles by auto; and
in the inaccessible areas it is often
necessary to transport the animals
in pack panniers by horse, or,
even by man power alone. Under
this system, nearly a thousand
beaver have been transplanted to
new areas since Wyoming’s beav-
er-restocking program was begun
(before and sinee the inaugura-
tion of the Pittman-Robertson
Project).

The value of the project is be-
ing recognized throughout the
State, and the Department is well
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pleased with the cooperation it is
receiving. The Game and Fish
Commission hopes that with the
information collected by this en-
deavor it can eventually place the
beaver on a sustained yield basis,
maintaining numbers sufficient for
practical land and water manage-
ment, and at the same time al-
lowing the surplus to be har-

vested as an annual erop.
*e—  —

Ancient and Modern

Modern philosophy is but a re-
capitulation of the wisdom of the
ages, dressed up in streamlined
garb to conform to present-day
conventions.

In the field of wild-life conser-
vation and the general practices
constantly urged for the protection
of the resources this fact is patent,
Here, for example, are a few para-
graphs from a ‘‘Treatysse on
Fysshing,”” by Dame Juliana Ber-
ner, published in 1475. Despite
the quaint diction and spelling,
our readers will recognize in them
the principles of conservation and
sporting ethics.

i . Solomon in his parables
sayth that a glad spirit maketh
a flourishing age that is a fayre
age and a long, and since this is
80, [ ask this question—which be
the means and causes that enduceth
a man into a merry spirit? Truly
to my best discretion, it is a good
sport and honest games in which
a man joyeth without any repent-
ance after. . . .

““Also that ye breke no many
laws in going about your sports;
nor open no mens gates but that
ve shut them agayn. Also ye shall
not use this foresaid crafty sport
for covetous sense to the increas-
ing & sparing of your money only,

ok N o]

WILDLIFE is an organic re- 5
source, a product of the soil, in-
separable from the land. It de-
pends on the land for its nourish-
ment, its protection and its very
existence, and these essential re-
quirements ean be produced only
through the wise use of land and
water resources. Fortunately,
wild life is one perishable nat-
ural resource which readily re-
sponds to sound management, and
many practices which are bene-
ficial to the soil provide the very
things needed in a wild life con-
servation program.

Today the great meed of wild
life restoration is to take the
results of research and pass them
on to the public in a form that
the average citizen can under-
stand.—From The Status of Wild
Life in the United States, Senate
Report No. 1208, 1940.
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SO

but principally for your solace and
to cause the health of your body,
and specially of your soule. For
wherever ye purpose to go on your
sport in fishing, ye will not desire
greatly many persons with you
which might lette you of your
game. Also ye shall not be too
ravenous in taking of your said
game—as too much at one tyme,
which ye may lyvghtly do.

“If ye do in every point as this
present treatysse showeth you, as
when ye have a sufficient mess, ye
should covet no more at that time,
also ve shall busy vourself to nour-
ish the game in all that ye maye
and to destroy all such things as
be devourers of it, and all those
that done after this rule shall have
the blessing of god and Saynt
Petyr.”’

—Ontario Department of Game and

Fisheries Monthly Bulletin.
N A EIS—

Wyoming’s wild life resources
are, for the most part, unspoiled.
Let’s not spoil them.
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Che Sage Grouse

Centrocercus urophasianus

1

SAGE GROUSE HEN guarding young.

HE sage chicken, sage cock,

sage hen, or cock of the

plains, as it is variously
called, is potentially the most im-
portant of Wyoming's native up-
land game birds. It is sadly re-
duced in nmumbers as compared to
its former abundance, but four
years of closed season have done
much to ““bring it back.”” A re-
stoecking program, now in pro-
gress, also promises much toward
the replenishment of Wyoming’s
unparalleled sagebrush habitat
with this remarkable bird.

The sage hen is native to the
sagebrush plains of the West. It
formerly ranged from the western
Canadian provinces south to cen-

tral California and northern New
Mexico; also east to western Ne-
braska, always in the sagebrush.
At present it is rare over much of
its former range, and Wyoming is
fortunate in still having compara-
tively large numbers of these
birds.* In no part of the State
where Artemesia, the sagebrush
thrives is the sage hen entirely ab-
sent.

The sage hen is the largest of
the grouse and is second only to
the turkey in size among the
American fowl-like birds. The
palatability of old chickens is
very low, but young birds are
highly prized for food. These do

[Continued on Page 18

* Sage grouse were so numerous in earlier times in the vast Green River Valley
that the stream was known among the Crow Indians as the Siskadee or Siskede-
Azzeah, meaning Prairie Hen River, and having reference to the sage grouse rather

than the prairie ¢hicken.
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Wyoming Fishes, No. 32

S

RIVER CARPSUCKER
Carpiodes carpio

HIS large-scaled sucker is

readily distinguished from the

carp which it resembles super-
ficially by the absence of barbels or
whiskers around the mouth. Tt is
distinguished from other suckers
by means of its long dorsal fin and
very large scales.

The river -carpsucker ranges
throughout the waters of the Ohio
and Mississippi River valleys and
southwest to eentral Texas. In
Wyoming it is found in the Big
Horn, Platte, Belle Fourche Rivers,
and in some of their tributaries. It
is not abundant in any of them.

The eolor of the river carpsucker
is most often a dull silvery, some-
times a brassy hue. It feeds upon
insect larvae, crustaceans, vegeta-
tion and molluses. Although edi-
ble and often used as food, the
carpsucker is considered a food
fish of low grade. It spawns dur-
ing the spring. Large adults may
reach a weight of three pounds.

Another species of ecarpsucker,
Carpiodes forbesi, has been collect-
ed from the lower North Platte
River in Wyoming. It resembles
the river carpsucker in appearance
and habits.

PREDATORS AND VERMIN—

One of the most difficult prob-
lems with which the Department
of Fish and Game and the sports-
men have to deal with is the con-
trol of those predatory species
which prey on fish and game for
24 hours a day, every day in the
vear. We, therefore, appeal to
every sportsman of the State to
help keep the vermin down—in
season and out of it—so our fish
and game can survive and propa-
gate.

One of the worst of these spe-
cies is the ordinary house cat that
has gone ‘“‘wild’’ and makes its
living by hunting. It is equally
as destructive as the real wild cat.
Many times the cause of the house
cat’s leaving its home to roam the
woods and fields is directly due to
those thoughtless people who move
away from their homes and aban-
don their cats, foreing them to live
by hunting. There are thousands
of these wild house cats in the eov-
erts of the State that should be de-
stroyed on sight as they are the
worst menace to our game with
which we have to deal.

—The Backlog.
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WITHTHE BIG GAME
hunting in full swing over most
of the State, word welcome to the
sportsman comes this month from
United States Forest Service Offi-
cials in Washington, D. C. These
authorities announce that a game
census covering all forest lands last
winter reveal that the big game ani-
mals over the nation are staging a
blitz-like comeback. Should these
animals continue to increase at
their present rate, these officials
say, they would double their pres-
ent numbers by 1951; and by the
end of this century, they would out-
number the human population.
While explaining that inadequate
feed supplies, disease, and natural
competition of the species would
temper further increase, the offi-
cials pointed out that the number
of big game animals in forest areas
had risen from 693,000 in 1924 to
2.100,000 in 1941—more than trip-
ling itself in 17 years. The count
was taken when the animals were
concentrated in winter feeding
grounds, and included deer, elk,
mountain lion, black bear, grizzly
and Alaskan brown bear, moose,
wild boar, bighorn sheep, antelope,
mountain goat, and peccary.

THE HUNTING is mighty good
in Wyoming at present, according
to reports from the big game fields,
and it is expected that several of
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the national trophy records bagged
by Wyoming nimrods last year will
be surpassed this season. The Wyo-
ming State Museum at Cheyenne,
incidentally, is seeking outstanding
Wyoming big game trophies,
(heads, ete.) for display; and full
credit will, of course, be given the
doners. Interested sportsmen
should eontact Mrs. Gladys Riley,
Wyoming State Librarian.

FISHING was good in Wyoming
last month also, as October wound
up the regular angling season for
another year. Among those report-
ing extra-special catches was C. V.
Tourtelot of Riverton, who experi-
enced the incomparable thrill of
landing a 39-inch, 13-pound Mack-
inaw trout with a five-and-a-half
ounce rod and No. 6 black fly.
Trolling Brook’s Lake in Fremont
County for two hours with no luck,
Tourtelot decided to fly fish closer
to shore. The fly hit the water, the
fish hit the fly. And the hour-long
battle that followed was one of the
longest and most dramatic ever wit-
nessed on the lake, according to
reports. Tourtelot was assisted in
his struggle by Jay Echman, also
of Riverton; and it took both men
a full sixty minutes to ‘‘halter
break’ the big one. Tourtelot fi-
nally left the boat and landed the
big ““mac’ on the beach.
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BUT the fish story of the month
came from Mr. and Mrs. O. V. Rec-
tor and Mr. and Mrs. Lee Pierce
of the Wertz oil field, north of Raw-
lins. This foursome was fishing in
Lewis Lake when Rector put down
his pole to bait his wife’s hook.
His hook dangled in the water, and
while the fisherman was thus gal-
lantly oceupied, the proverbial big
one came up, swallowed the hook,
and made off for deeper places with
hook, line, and pole. Rector re-
sumed fishing with a borrowed pole.
And eight hours later came the pay-
off. His new line fouled the line
he had lost hours before, on a par-
ticularly long cast. He tried to
reel in, but lost the retrieved line.
Pierce cast out then and hooked
the vagrant line solidly. The catch :
Rector’s lost rod, line, and hook,
plus a 20-inch, three-and-one-half-
pound Mackinaw trout—on the
hook!

A NEW TYPE of regulation was
tried successfully during the past
summer, in management of an im-
portant Wyoming spawning lake—
Shoshone Lake near Lander, on the
Washakie National Forest. This
lake, which contains about 24,000
valuable brook trout spawners, was
opened for seven days to reduce the
trout population by 2,000 Afish.
Game Wardens were on the lake
during the entire time to count the
number of fish taken, and when the
desired reduction had been accom-
plished, the lake was closed again
by special order.

THE WYOMING 1942 Hunting
and Fishing License will be avail-
able by November 15 this year. This
early issuance will permit sports-
men to continue fishing all winter,
in open waters. 1941 licenses will
be good for winter fishing until

January 1. The 1942 license will
then be required. “Ever thought of
what an ideal Christmas gift a
Wyoming Hunting and Fish Li-
cense would make ?

FOUR WYOMING Game and
Fish Department officials attended
the anmnual Crow Indian buffalo
hunt on the big Crow Reservation
in Montana this fall, upon special
invitation of ageney officials. The
four—Warren Allred, range spe-
cialist for Pittman-Robertson Proj-
ects, and Deputy Game Wardens
H. B. Sanderson, Howard N. Sny-
der, and J. A. Underwood—helped
round up the lumbering beasts
prior to the slaughter. Spectators
report that Indian hunting meth-
ods have changed greatly during
the last 50 years. At the last Crow
“hunt’’, white men spent the day
rounding up the bison, much as
they would have rounded up cattle,
and drove the herd to the waiting
Indians, on an open flat. The In-
dians opened fire from trucks
brought along to transport the
meat to their homes, killed what
they wanted, and the hunt was
over.

JAMES E. GRASSE, former
Wyoming Deputy Game Warden
stationed at Rock Springs, is now
a battery commander with the T6th
Field Artillery at Fort Ord, Cali-
fornia, but he still finds time apart
from his warring activities to write
us occasionally and to do an inter-
esting article onee in a while in the
field where his major interests still
seem to lie—the wild life of Wyom-
ing and the inter-mountain West.
One such article appears on Pages
10-14 of this magazine, and an-

other will follow shortly.
- -

HUNTERS, it’s cheaper to buy
a license than to pay a fine.
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Wyoming Furs and Fur Bearers

JaMmEes E. GRASSE

UR has long been a highly

valued item of apparel with

man. It was worn in prehis-
torie times because, presumably, no
other satisfactory raiment was
available ; and its beauty, its warm-
ness and durability have preserved
its popularity until the present.

Centuries before Sewell New-
house invented the steel trap at
Oneida, New York, in 1823, the fur
industry was a major world enter-
prise. Most of the earlier Euro-
pean explorers in the New World
had an eye to the fur-trade, before
any permanent colony had been
established in this hemisphere ; and
this trade was the real foundation
of mercantile and eommercial en-
terprise in North America. The
huge fur-trading companies
brought many of the first white
residents to this continent, and
provided a hardy type of pioneer
who moved westward constantly in
the van of the colonist and planter,
preparing — unconseciously — new
frontiers for transplanted FEuro-
pean civilization. Many parts of
North America knew no govern-
ment other than that of the fur
companies for several centuries
after the coming of the whites to
the continent.

The fur industry does not now
oceupy so impressive a place among
our industries ; but this decline has
been chiefly relative rather than
actual. It has been surpassed in
seope and importance by other in-
dustries, but within itself, the
American fur industry today is
probably larger and more: remu-
nerative than at any time in the
past. The modern trapper must still
be a hardy soul, and, contrary to

popular belief, he must be a hard
and skillful worker. The more
valuable fur-bearing animals have
always been hard to catch; and
with encroachment of eivilization
upon the trapping grounds, the
fur-bearers have become depleted
in some instances, and more diffi-
cult to cateh in all.

In addition, the trapper and
trader have been supplemented by
numerous others within the indus-
try: the fur-farmers who propa-
gate and market furs as annual
erops, the fur-dressers, who by
skillful combing and dying can
““manufacture’’ commercially nu-
merous types of fur from the coats
of inferior animals, such as rabbits
and cats—creatures whose coats
were spurned by the old-time pro-
fessional traders and trappers
alike. The latter, also, were lim-
ited in funection to taking prime
furs alone, whereas the highly-de-
veloped fur dressing techniques of
today permit widespread use of un-
prime furs. These often are mar-
keted to unsuspecting buyers un-
der fictitious names.

With fur dressing and market-
ing techniques thus advanced, the
consumer must increase his knowl-
edge of furs proportionately, else
risk being bilked by unscrupulous
dealers, or dealers who themselves
are ignorant of furs. Tt is wise,
therefore, to examine bargain furs
eritically, before buying. In furs,
as in most other produects, the con-
sumer gets pretty much what he
pays for.

For example, the consumer may
either give $100 or %300 for genu-
ine muskrat coats today. The two
coats may appear identical to the



WYOMING FURS (left to right): Skunk, little spotted skunk, we asel (ermine), badger, mink, and ring-tailed cat. The spotted skunk

and ring-tailed cat are referred to erroneously in the Wyoming Game law as ‘‘civet cat.”’
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casual observer. But very likely
the fur in the two articles will dif-
fer widely. The aquatic rodents
from which these coats are made
may be trapped in any of our 48
States. Fur from a muskrat
trapped in the South will be char-
acterized by thick leather, short
hair, and very thin fur. A north-
ern pelt will show thin leather,
long hair, and thick, warm fur.
Both are ‘‘gennine muskrat.”’

Bargain coats may also be made
from northern animals whose coats
are not prime. (Since furs are
grown primarily to protect their
original wearer from ecold, they
are lighter and thinner and often
of coarser texture in warm weath-
er.) Unprime furs may also be,
technically, ‘‘genuine.”

Texture, depth of fur, length of
hair, thickness of leather, and simi-
lar factors should be considered
when buying furs in any form.
The coat of the much valued chin-
chilla, for instance, is so soft and
fine of texture that a blindfolded
person may brush it lightly with
his hand and never know he has
touched anything. The hair of a
dog, on the other hand, is very
coarse and stiff, has neither beauty
nor durability, and offers Ilittle
comfort to the wearer.

Below, the more popular types
of furs, and the animals that pro-
duce them are considered :

Beaver, Castor canadensis:
Thick heavy fur, webbed hind feet
and broad flat tail fit this, one of
the largest members of the rodent
family (30 to 60 pounds) to a life
in and about water. Early demands
for beaver by the fur market once
almost brought about its extermi-
nation. Now, the various States
having realized the beaver’s tre-
mendous value in water conserva-
tion and flood control, it may be

taken only under extraordinary
conditions. This protection has re-
sulted in large inereases in beaver
populations in many localities. Un-
fortunately, however, this protec-
tion came too late for some areas,
and these may never again know
the benefits derived from this in-
dustrious engineer of the wild.

MuskraT, Ondatra zibethica:
Liké™ the beaver, the muskrat is
adapted to life in and around
water. It has webbed hind feet
and a long laterally-compressed
tail which it uses as a rudder in
swimming. Its wvaluable coat is
probably the most widely used fur
on the market. When the guard
hairs have been plucked, it is dyed
black and becomes the highly
prized ‘‘Hudson seal’’. Fortu-
nately, the muskrat is very prolific
and has been able thus far to with-
stand the heavy drain imposed on
it by market demand. The female
will have as many as five litters
anging from three to 12 young
each, every year.

WeaseLn, Mustela streatori:
Ounce for ounce, the weasel is the
most vicious and blood-thirsty crea-
ture on earth. It lives chiefly upon
the warm blood of its victims, and
seems often to kill for the sheer joy
of slaying. It does not hesitate to
attack animals many times its
own size, and it is known to
have killed as many as 40 domes-
tic chickens in one night. In sum-
mer, the weasel’s coat is dark choe-
olate brown, and in winter changes
to pure white, with a black tip on
its tail. It is easily trapped becanse
of its curious, inquiring nature.
It is sold on the fur market as
ermine.

Ming, Mustela vison: A large
weasel of semi-aquatic habits, the
mink posesses a fur which is of
high quality and durability. TIts
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are distinet species.

Red fox is the most valuable fur-bearer.

WYOMING FURS (bottom to top): Red fox, eoyote, gray fox, coyote. Red and gray foxes

are color phases of the red.

texture is fine and of good natural
eolor. While the mink is capable
of catching such aective fish as
trout, it is not as specialized for
acquatic existence as is the otter.

OrTER, Lutra ecanadensis: A
large, lithe member of the weasel
family, the otter is admirably
adapted for living in the water.
Fore and hind feet are webbed, and
the tail is long and museular. It is
one of the rare animals fortunate
enough to have no natural enemies,
except man; but since its coat is
one of the most beautiful and
serviceable furs available, it has

been pursued by trappers until it
is now gquite rare. In Wyoming,
the only appreciable numbers of ot-
ter oceur in Yellowstone Park and
along the Snake River drainage.

MarTEN, Martes americana: The
arboreal member of the weasel fam-
ily, the marten spends much of its
time in the tree tops, where it is
sufficiently agile to prey upon tree
squirrels. Tt dislikes eivilization,
and has now retreated to the most
remote areas of our evergreen for-
ests. Its fur is soft and velvety,
resembling the famous Russian
sable.

The eross and silver foxes
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Fisuer, Martes pennanti: A
large powerful marten with a
fondness for fish, the fisher is a
capable hunter in the tree tops, on
the ground, or in the water; and is
one of the few animals which can
prey upon the porecupine with im-
punity. It turns the poreupine
over with its nose and attacks the
unprotected underside. The fur of
the fisher is long and soft, a beau-
tiful blend of grey and brown. The
animal was never very numerous,
and this factor together with its
elusive nature makes the annual
fisher kill very small and its fur
very rare,

WoLveriNE, Gulo luscus: The
wolverine is the largest member
of the weasel family, and has one
of the worst reputations among
animals for savageness and ecun-
ning. It is a powerful, aggressive
fighter, and does not shrink from
combat with any of the larger car-
nivores. Trappers who encounter
the wolverine report it as being a
decided nuisance. It will follow
a trapper day after day and seems
to take delight in breaking up trap
sets, stealing baits, robbing the
trapper’s cache, and destroying
animals eaught in the traps. It
has been known to break up the
steel traps themselves. For this
reason, and because of the value
of its fur, the wolverine is very
rare in this region today. Only
two have been reported seen in
Wyoming during recent years. Its
fur is used chiefly as trim, and is
especially prized as trimming
around parka hoods because it is
the one fur which will not hold
moisture or frost.

AMERICAN Bapger, Tazidea
tarus: A large, powerful animal,
the badger makes its home on the
prairies and plains of the western
states. Its food consists generally

of rodents which it digs out of the
ground. Its fur is coarse, a gray-
ish-brown in color. It is used
chiefly for trimming, for shaving
brushes, and for pointing other
furs. There is not much demand
at present for badger fur. .For-
merly worth as much as $25 on
the market, badger pelts bring
from $2 to $3 today.

»~

BEAVER PELT, properly stretched
and tagged.

STRIPED SKUNK, Mephitis
mephitis: All members of the wea-
sel family have musk glands cap-
able of secreting a powerful dis-
agreeable odor, and in this gentle
art, the skunk execells. The scent
of the skunk is contained in two
anal glands which are discharged
through a duct at will. This duet
usually oceupies an internal posi-
tion, but it protrudes when the
skunk is amgered or frightened.
Skunk fur is becoming increasing-
ly popular because of its beauty
and durability.

Rep Fox, Vulpes fulva; Gray
Fox, Urocyon cinereoargenteus:
No article on fur or fur-bearing
animals would be complete with-

[Continued on Page 19
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S HAS BEEN remarked
A]n'(‘viuusl_\‘ in this column,

the professional soldiers as-
signed to frontier duty consti-
tuted the first important group
of sportsmen-hunters in the West;
and among the more enthusiastie
of these warrior-nimrods was
Captain Jesse A. Gove of the 10th
Infantry, United States Army.
(Claptain Gove, a typical hard-
headed New Englander Yankee,
made the long trek to Utah from
the States with Colonel Albert
Svdney Johnston’s army in 1857,
to quell the so-called “‘Mormon
Rebellion.”” After fretting for
three years because of the lack
of military action in that “‘war
of nerves’’, Captain Gove was re-
called east at the outbreak of the
war between the States, and was
killed in the battle of Gaines’
Mill in 1862.

(aptain Gove, in good frontier-
soldier fashion, sought oecasional-
ly to escape boredom in the West
by taking to the chase. At Fort
Laramie, on the outward march,
he purchased for the hunt a
puppy whose mother was ‘‘half
of Sir George Gore’s celebrated
liver-and-white and half Major
Johnson'’s —an elegant cross.”’
(Sir George, the celebrated Irish
peer-sportsman who wintered at
Fort Laramie in 1854-55, included
in his hunting entourage six wag-
ons, 21 earts, 12 voke of oxen, 112
horses, 14 dogs, and 40 servants.)
Gove's puppy was too young to

wean, so the redoubtable captain
purchased a cow to supply it
milk, and trailed the ecow to Utah.
The only cow available had a
small calf, so the ecaptain pur-
chased the calf as well, and pre-
sented it to his ecompany, via the
butcher—as veal.

“Bennet also has a sister of
mine,”” Gove reported, somewhat
ambiguously, “‘and 1 keep them
in my tent and feed them. Ned
and Mary are the pets. T think
they will both be dark liver and
white as they grow up. Perfect
beauties.”’

Captain Gove was a talented
raconteur, and his report of his
first buffalo hunt is very inter-
esting. Said hunt oceurred along
the Platte River, several days
east of Fort Laramie. His account
of it as well as that concerning
his blue-blood dog, appears in his
collected letters, published in 1928
by the New Hampshire Historical
Society, under the heading, The
Utah Ezpedition.

Excerpts from his letters (to
his wife) follow:

HE PLATTE is a very sin-

gular river, full of islands,

sandy bottom lying in drifts
all along the bed of the river, and
in sight much of the way at this
season of low water. It is a quick-
sand. In erossing, you must keep
moving or your feet are embedded
at once; there is consequently
much danger from crossing with



16 WYOMING WILD LIFE

wagons and horses. . . The only
wood we get is found on the
islands. Buffalo chips are the last
resort, and tonight, my dear
Maria, my supper was cooked by
means of buffalo c¢hips. They re-
semble that of the ox or cow. ...

When | got in camp yesterday
a buffalo hunt was projected by
several of the officers. It was
what we all had been looking for-
ward to with great anxiety, to
see thousands of these monarchs
of the plains, in herds varying
from 3 to 30 thousand, yes, innu-
merable. We had no experienced
hunters, there was the rub. Capt.
Gardner and Lt. Kearney had on
the Dembena march rode into two
or three herds, but no great ex-
perience. Again, we had no
trained horses. Everything seemed
to be against us,

I had Dandy, but everybody
said, “*Gove, don’'t you ride him.
I advise you not to ride him and
shoot off him.”’

. .. Kearney on an Indian pony
had run buffalo before ; Armistead
on his horse ; Thompson on a pony
had run also; six then composed
the party. Each man had his re-
volver and some two. [ had two,
navy and army size, in my hol-
sters. Now when I went out I
had not the slightest intention of
using my pistols. I remarked to
the party that 1 merely wanted
him, Dandy, to make the acquaint-
ance of the ‘‘animal.”’

Off we started. Bets were laid
in eamp that we would not get
any buffalo. I took along my bay
horse, Charlie, with Michael on
his back, with rifle on his shoul-
der, to learn him the ‘“‘ways of
the world,”” as I intended when
I bought him that he should be
learned to stand fire.

We went down the river about

2 miles; struck a trail. You have
heard of buffalo trails, let me de-
seribe it. It is a mere foot path
like what you will see in a coun-
try where sheep are raised. These
trails are made by the buffalo com-
ing to the river to drink, usually
twice eachday. These trails near
fords are very frequent and run
from the river back to the bluffs.
These trails serve the emigrants
materially. The instinet of the ani-
mal conduets it to points of the
river that is fordable, and hence
these trails all have a culminating
point and a point across the river
to correspond, as they almost in-
variably eross the streams as they
come down to drink. We struck the
point of the river by following
down the trails, and Williams led
off to cross the river, as we saw
a large herd on the opposite bank
as we came up on the march. One
after another, like Indians, did we
splash, dash, across to an island,
about 34 of a mile, horses some-
times nearly swimming, other
times on sand bars out of the
WHEST 100

Capt. Gardner led off; we fol-
lowed and at last got across the
villainous old river. It was getting
already late in the afternoon. Buf-
falo could be seen a long way off,
some six miles. To get them was
to gallop, so we struck out . . .

Here begins and marks an era
in the history of most of us; and,
von naturally ask, did you ride in?
Didn’t T! Ere I was aware of it,
I had my pistol cocked and in
hand, Dandy all bounds and
jumps. T had him well gathered,
however. 1 fell a little behind in
getting ready to go in, the rest of
the gentlemen riding abreast with
the left herd pouring into the

front one and getting that under
way. [ kept Dandy behind Capt.
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Gardner, for I knew that if he fol-
lowed, he would go in. [ knew
it was an experiment I had
undertaken contrary to the ad-
vice of almost everyone. I knew
that ordinarily he would not stand
fire, not from fear, for he is the
bravest horse I ever saw, and has
more intelligence, also, but from
sheer nervousness and excitement.

We had now run our horses at
full speed about a mile, and was
now close upon them all in a drove,
like so many cattle, running at full
speed. Gardner said, ‘‘Fire a
random shot and ceripple one and
make him fall ont.”” I fired, Gard-
ner also. Armistead fired and the
next moment he was thrown from
his horse and narrowly escaped
being badly hurt. It was a wild
affair; he was thrown just across
my path, and T just cleared him
as I dashed by. At the time T fired,
T was on Gardner’s right. When
he fired, his horse reared, and he
did not dare ride him further.
I passed his front like lightning,
as he remarked he saw a red streak
and that was all. Williams and his
mule were off a half mile, look-
ing on. Kearney and Thompson
were on my left. Now we were
on them. T had Dandy gathered
closely and holding him with my
left hand with all my power. T
had cocked my revolver acain, and
for a mioment Dandy would waver
then dash up to them, then waver
again, backing and filling. [ re-
served my fire all this time. I
was in the very midst of the herd.
At last T spoke to Dandy sharply,
Yoo on,”” gave him the bit, and,
how shall T describe it, his bold-
ness, his courage, his conception
of his duty?

He rode at them with the fury
of a mad horse. 1 selected my
buffalo and fired. 1 erippled him
beautifully ; he fell out at once. [

cocked my pistol again and
dropped out another one. I had
five shots at them in passing
through the herd, for Dandy car-
ried me straight through them. I
drew up to go back and kill one
of my wounded buffaloes, changed
pistols and dashed at the old chap.
Soon he came at bay, and, believe
me, he was the most villainous
looking creature I ever expect to
see. IHe was shot so badly that
he ¢ould not run much. He made
some desperate attempts to get on
Dandy, but the little rascal would
walk around him and T would wait
for my chance and then shoot him.
Dandy paid no more attention to
my shooting than the most staunch
horse in the world. I killed my
buffalo, nevertheless. Rode Dandy ;
his fierce and desperate charge was
the admiration and wonder of
everyone. Such an expression as
he had on during the fiercest of the
chase was too splendid to be lost
to art. If he ecould have been
painted then, what a picture!
LA

Deputy Game Warden Floyd
Pipher of Torrington reports the
resene of 9,044 black bullheads
from under the outlet headgate
at Hawk Springs Reservoir. The
Hawk Springs Trrigation Com-
pany furnished four men to help
in the work; people of Hawk
Springs also aided. The fish were
returned to the reservoir. For-
tunately good water conditions
this vear have made unnecessary
the extensive fish reseue work of
past yvears.

L]

According to U. 8. Fish and
Wildlife Service officials, 28 bears
were killed in the State during
August of this year by their pred-
atory animal hunters, within 15
days of the big game season on
bear.
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THE SAGE GROUSE

(Continued from Page 6)

not have the marked sage flavor
of the older birds. This faet has,
in the past, worked to the detri-
ment of the sage chicken flocks
of the State, because the young
birds, needed for sustaining the
numbers through breeding, have
been heavi-
ly slaugh-
tered dur-
ing the brief
open sea-
SOns.

The sage
orTouUSse
seems to de-
pend to a
great extent
on its pro-
teetive eol-
oration in
escaping its
enemies. Its
general col-
or is gray-
ish brown
mixed with
a dull yel-
lowish
whit.e,
which blends mnicely with the
ground and vegetation in areas in-
habited by the bird. Like most of
our native grouse, however, it is
truly a ““fool hen’’ in its relations
to the human race; no amount of
contact with man seems to make
it suspicious and shy. Whole
flocks can be destroyed by a single
hunter. The gun-and-dog combi-
nation it cannot possibly survive
through more than a very limited
open season,

Bird hunters do not prize the
sage grouse highly as a game bird
because of its slow steady flight
and lack of ‘“‘field sense.’’

SAGE GROUSE COCK, in courting plumage.

Much  folklore has grown

around the sage chicken in the
West. One myth has it that the
bird has no gizzard; another tells
us that the sage chicken does not
breed as other birds do.  DBoth
contentions are easily disproved.
The courtship display and mating
performance of this bird has at-
tracted wide attention and the
¢ p 1 ocedure
' has been re-
corded on
colored
movies by
various 1mn-
terested nat-
uralists in
e ¢ e G
vears.

The court-
ship per-
f o r mance,
like similar
perform-
ances of
most of the
orouse, con-
sists of a se-
ries of dan-
ces and
s t ruttings.
Courtship
dances and the accompanying
change in the plumage of the
male begin early in the year,
often before the snow begins fo
melt. Mating activity is often in
full swing by April 1. Mating
erounds are selected and all the
male birds of the area collect there.
On these grounds the cocks stay
almost  continuously until the
breeding season is over; females
co to and from the strutting
egrounds daily ; usually early in the
morning.

The food of the sage chicken
consists  mostly  of sagebrush
leaves and insects, in season. The
red ant of Wyoming's desert
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areas is eaten vreadily. Where
present in large numbers near
man’s farm crops the sage grouse
may do damage. But, fortunately,
while not adverse to eivilization,
the sage hen thrives in areas re-
mote from human habitation.

_704———
WYOMING FURS—
(Continued from Page 14

out reference to the fox. Consid-
ering the intense demand for fox
fur, this eunning little animal has
done very well to escape com-
plete extermination, although the
establishment of commercial fox
farms has lessened pressure upon
the wild species considerably. It
is alert and wary, equipped with
keen eyes, ears, and nose; its cun-
ning is heralded by fable. Fox
fur, with the exception of the
gray and kit fox pelts, command
good prices on the market. The
color phases bring the best prices
and are always in demand. Red,
cross, silver, black, and silver-
gray foxes are all color phases
of the red fox.

The pelts of many other ani-
mals are more or less important
also to the fur trade. The coyote,
wolf, lynx, bobeat, raccoon, spot-
ted skunk, cacomistle, and bear-
are extensively used. Even do-
mestic cat and dog pelts are dyed
and combed for use extensively as
collars and trim. DBut, in the lat-
ter classification, the lowly rab-
bit is most important. It is re-
ported that jackrabbit fur alone
is ecombed and dyed into 60 dif-
ferent types of ‘‘fur’’—and at
least that many different names
have been devised to replace the
prosaic term ‘‘rabbit fur.’”’ This
product is made up into beautiful
wraps which, if they were as dur-
able as those made from the more
expensive furs, would be priceless.

Most ‘‘bargain furs,”” called
anything from seal to sable, are
nothing more and nothing less
than rabbit.

When buying, it pays to know.

—

WYOMING SPORTSMEN pur-
chased 7,510 migratory bird
stamps during 1940, according to
United States Fish and Wildlife
Service announcements. A total of
1,257,313 stamps were purchased
over the entire nation last year.
Minnesota led all other States in
purchases, with 118,931. Montana
ranked 12th with 28,645. Nebraska
was 14th, with 26,745; and Colo-
rado was 18th, with 24,453, Wyo-
ming ranked 35th.

—_————

Attractive jackets ean be made
from deer, elk or antelope skins.
Tanning costs are low, from $1.00
to $3.00 while tailoring costs run
from $2.50 to $12.00. The chrome
process of tanning gives a smooth
finish to the leather: it is not eas-
ily soiled yet is washable. Colors
of gray, yellow, tan, and brown
may be had in the chrome
process.

L]

Canada geese and many species
of shore birds aroused the inter-
est and the hunting instinets of
Cheyenne citizens on the night of
Octoher 13. Flight after flicht of
high-flying migrants passed over
(‘heyenne. For an hour the feath-
ered travelers filled the air with
their calls.

L ]

MONTHLY ARREST REPORT
FOR GAME AND FISH
VIOLATIONS
September, 1941

AFPESES e
Convictions .

Cases pending ... ... 2
Cases Dismissed ..o.oocooveveecenns 2
LTI el e PN ST
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Questions to the Editor

Send questions concerning Wyoming wild life to the
Wyoming Game and Fish Commission, Cheyenne, Wyoming

Q. What is meant by the ecart-
ridge designations ‘‘.30-30"7, ¢¢.25.
300077, < 45-70-405"°, ete.?—T. S.,
Riverton.

A. The first number is usually
given in hundredths of an inch and
refers to the caliber or the diam-
eter of the bullet, in inches. The
second number (when not indicat-
ing muzzle velocity) in a series, as
in ©.30-30"", refers to the weight
of black powder formerly used in
this cartridge. It does not neces-
sarily apply today when smokeless
powder is wused. In the ‘‘.25-
3000, the second number refers
to muzzle velocity in feet per see-
ond. The third number in a series,
when given, indicates the weight of
the bullet—as in “.45-70-405",
the bullet would weigh 405 grains.

®

Q. When a beaver pelt is legally
tagged in Wyoming, does the State
of Wyoming have jurisdiction
after it is taken out of the State?
—-J. P., Cheyenne.

A. No. The State has no juris-
diction over a beaver pelt once it
is outside its boundaries, provided,
of course, it was taken legally and
bhears the Wyoming bheaver tag
(see picture on Page 14).

.

Q. TIs it possible to cook suck-
ers in such a way as to eliminate
the numerous tiny bones which
prove so troublesome?—D. T. A,
(“asper.

A. Sucker hones need not be
objectionable, if the fish is prop-
erly cooked. After cleaning a
sucker, deep vertical cuts should

be made at half-inech intervals
along each side of it. Corn meal
may then be rubbed inte these
cuts, and the hot cooking grease

will"then dissolve the bones.
a

Q. Are the gray fox and the
red fox the same animal? Avre
there any gray fox in Wyoming?
—C. W., Cheyenne.

A. Three distinet species of fox
oceur in Wyoming: the red, the
gray, and the kit fox. The red is
by far the most common of the
three, and it occeurs in three color
phases—red, cross, and silver. The
cross Tox, a color phase of the
red, is often mistaken for the
gray fox in Wyoming.

L ]

Q. What changes were made by
the last Wyoming Legislature in
the State Game, Bird, and Fish
Laws 7—B. R., Dubois.

A. Few Game Law changes were
made by the Legislature in the 1941
Session. Boundaries were changed,
however, on two State Game Pre-
serves, and there was legislation
dealing with installation of screens
in irrication ditehes and with in-
stallation of fish ladders at dams.
Formerly irrigators were required
by law to install fish sereens in their
ditches. Under the present law,
such sereens may be installed by
the State Game and Fish Depart-
ment. Fish ladders were required
under the old law in dams less
than 50 feet high. At present, no
ladders are required in dams, but
they may be installed by the Game
and Fish Department.
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James R. SimoxN,
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Dwight King, Cody
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William Lakanen, Rawlins
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Capt. Ferree Marks and Lt. James E. Grasse, on leave for military service.
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