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A BILL
for
A JOINT RESOLUTION .to petition the Congress of the United
States to call a convention to propose an amendment to the
Constitution of the United States to prohibit Congress or
the President or any federal agency from withholding,
withdrawing or threatening to withhold or withdraw any
federal funds from any state as a means of imposing or
implementing federal policies which the federal government
is not empowered under the United States Constitution to

impose or implement directly.

WHEREAS, the powers delegated to the federal govern-
ment by the United States Constitution are limited, and
those powers not delegated to the federal government are

reserved to the states; and

WHEREAS, it is becoming increasingly the practice of
the federal government to require states to enact state
laws to implement federal policies by threatening to with-

hold or withdraw federal funds for failure to do so; and
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WHEREAS, the federal government has imposed upon the
states many programs and obligations which require funding
in excess of state means, thereby making the states
subservient to and dependent upon the federal government

for financial assistance; and

WHEREAS, through the coercive force of withdrawing or
withholding federal funds, or the threat of withdrawing or
withholding federal funds, the federal government is indi-
rectly imposing its will upon +the states and requiring
implementation of federal policies which neither Congress
nor the President nor any administrative agency is empow-

ered to impose or implement directly; and

WHEREAS, this coercive power of the purse is being
used to extend the power of the federal government over
the states far beyvond the powers delegated to the federal

government by the United States Constitution; and

WHEREAS, the power of the federal government should
be exercised directly by the enactment, implementation and
enforcement of federal laws governing only those areas in
which the federal government is empowered to act by the
United States Constitution, and the federal government
should be prohibited from usurping the authority of the
states and imposing its will indirectly in those areas in
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1 which it has no power to act directly; and

WHEREAS, the federal government has imposed upon the
states many programs and obligations which reguire state
administration and such programs or other programs may

lose federal Ffinancing if certain conditions attached to

A U» B W N

the program are not met.
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NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF
8 THE STATE OF WYOMING, a majority of all members of the two

9 houses, voting separately, concurring hereins

10 Section 1. Pursuant to Article V of the Constitution
11 of the United States, the Legislature of the State of
12 Wyoming petitions the Congress of the United States to
13 call a convention for the purpose of proposing an amend-
14 ment to the Constitution of the United States to prohibit
15 the Congress, or the President, or any agent or agency of
16 the federal government, from withholding or withdrawing,
17 or threatening to withhold or withdraw, any federal funds
18 from any state as a means of reqguiring a state to imple-
19 ment federal policies which the Congress, the President or
20 the agent or agency of the federal government has no
21 power, express or implied, under the Constitution of the
22 United States, to impose upon the States or implement its
23 own action, and to limit permissible conditions of federal
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financing by the Congress, or the President, or any agent
or agency of the federal government designed to obtain
state administration of federal programs at the =risk of
losing federal funds for other programs if any or all

conditions of the program are not met,

Section 2., That two certified copies of this Joint
Resolution be forwarded by the Secretary of State to the
Congress of the United States, one addressed to the Presi-
dent 6f the Senate, and one to the Speaker of the House of

Representatives.

Section 3, That certified copies of this Joint Reso=-
lution be forwarded to each member of the Wyoming dele-
gation in Congress and that printed copies be sent to each

House of each State Legislature.

HJRCOA



1975

ENGROSSED

STATE OF WYOMING 751.50~024/eng

HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 4

Sponsored by: Representative DONLEY

B W N -

™ ~ &

o

10
11
12
13

14
15
16
17

A BILL
for
A JOINT RESOLUTION to petition the Congress of the United
States to call a convention to propose an amendment to the
Constitution of the United States to prohibit Congress or
the President or any federal agency from withholding,
withdrawing or threatening to withhold or withdraw any
federal funds from any state as-a means of imposing or
implementing federal policies which the federal government
is not empowered under the United States Constitution to

impose or implement directly.

WHEREAS, the powers delegated to the federal govern-
ment by the United States Constitution are limited, and
those powers not delegated to the federal government are

raserved to the states; and

WHEREAS, it is becoming increasingly the practice of
the federal government t0 require states to enact state
laws to implement federal policies by threatening to with-

hold or withdraw federal funds for failure to do so; and
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WHEREAS, the federal government has imposed upon the
states many programs and obligations which require funding
in excess of state means, thereby making the states
subservient to and dependent upon the federal government

for financial assistance; and

WHEREAS, through the coercive force of withdrawing or
withholding federal funds, or the threat of withdrawing or
withholding federal funds, the federal government is indi-
rectly imposing its will upon the states and requiring
implementation of federal policies which neither Congress
nor the President nor any administrative agency is empow-

ered to impose or implement directly; and

WHEREAS, this coercive power of the purse is being
used to extend the power of the federal government over
the states far beyond the powers delegated to the federal

government by the United States Constitution; and

WHEREAS, the power of the federal government should
be exercised directly by the enactment, implementation and
enforcement of federal laws governing only those areas in
which the federal government is empowered to act by the
United States Constitution, and the federal government
should be prohibited from usurping the authority of the

states and imposing its will indirectly in those areas in
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which it has no power to act directly; and

WHEREAS, the federal government has imposed upon the
states many programs and obligations which require state
administration and such programs or other programs may
lose federal financing if certain conditions attached to

the program are not met,

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF
THE STATE OF WYOMING, a majority of all members of the two

houses, voting separately, concurring herein:

Section 1. Pursuant to Article V of the Constitution
of the United States, the Legislature of the State of
Wyoming petitions the Congress of the United States to
call a convention for the purpose of proposing an amen d-
ment to the Constitution of the United States to prohibit
the Congress, the President, and any agent or agency of
the federal government, from withholding or withdrawing,
or threatening to withhold or withdraw, any federal funds
from any state as a means of requiring a state to imple-
ment federal policies which the Congress, the President or
the agent or agency of the federal government has no
power, express or implied, under the Constitution of the
United States, to impose upon the States or implement its

own action, and to limit permissible conditions of federal
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financing by the Congress, or the President, or any agent
or agency of the federal government designed to obtain
state administration of federal programs at the risk of
losing federal funds for other programs if any or all

conditions of the program are not met.

Section 2, That two certified copies of this Joint
Resolution be forwarded by the Secretary of State to the
Congress of the United States, one addressed to the Presi-
dent of the Senate, and one to the Speaker of the House of

Representatives,

Section 3. That certified copies of this Joint Reso-
lution be forwarded to each member of the Wyoming dele-
gation in Congress and that printed copies be sent to each

House of each State Legislature.
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