STATE OF WYOMING GENERAL SESSION 2005

Chapter 23
CENTRAL REGISTRY OF CHILD PROTECTION CASES

Original House Bill No. 76

AN ACT relating to the central registry of child protection cases; amending requirements
for the operation of the central registry for child protection cases; establishing a criminal
offense for sanctioning an employee for reporting child abuse or neglect as specified;
establishing criminal offenses for filing false reports; amending definitions; and provid-
ing for an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Wyoming:

Section 1. W.S. 14-3-202(a)(x) and (xi), 14-3-205 by creating new sub-
sections (c) and (d), 14-3-213(a), (b)(intro), (ii), (iii), by creating a new
paragraph (iv), (c), (d)(i), (ii) and (e) and 14-3-214(b) by creating a new
paragraph (viii) and (f) are amended to read:

14-3-202. Definitions.
(a) As used in W.S. 14-3-201 through 14-3-215:

(x) “Unfeunded-Unsubstantiated report” means any report made
pursuant to W.S. 14-3-201 through 14-3-215 that, upon investigation, is
not supported by eredible-a preponderance of the evidence;

(xi) “Substantiated report” means any report of child abuse or
neglect made pursuant to W S. 14-3- 2{}1 through 14 3 215 that, upon
determi PORIRVEstiEe hat-el e-supported
hy_a_pr_emn_dg_ang_e_qf_t}m ewdence—eﬂ-the—a-l-]eged—eb&ee—er—negleet

14-3-205. Child abuse or neglect; persons required to report.

i 1 1m nsonmn frn ix (6 n
no T seven hundr

14-3-213. Central registry of child protection cases; establish-
ment; operation; amendment, expungement or removal of
records; classification and expungement of reports; statement of
person accused.
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(a) The state agency shall establish and maintain within-the-statewide

a record of all child protection eenter-reports and a central registry of

r investigation” or “ ti ” child protection eases-reports in
accordance with W.S. 42-2-111.

(b) Through the recording of reports, the i te agen

eentrel-registry-state agency’s
recordkeeping system shall be operated to enable the eenter-state agency
to:

(i1) Continuously monitor the current status of all pending child
protection cases;-and

(i11) Regularly evaluate the effectiveness of existing laws and pro-
grams through the development and analysis of statistical and other
information;- and

“subs t d” re orts f }ul q : ” r "on fnf :
m tion ali lican tto W.S. 14-3-214

e ' geney-Upon good
cause shown and upon notlce to the subject of ‘ahe—g;; “under investiga-
tion” or “substantiated” report, the state agency may list, amend,
expunge Or remove any record from the central reglstry in accordance

with nd regulation; h

(d) All reports of child abuse or neglect contained within the central
registry shall be classified in one (1) of the following categories:

(i) “Under investigation”; or
(i1) “Feunded-Substantiated”.;er

(e) Within six (6) months eny=repert-all reports classified as “under
lnvestlgatmn shall be reclaSSJﬁed as foanded—m;_b_s_t_@t_m_d or -e-lesed—

the state agg gx is ngjglﬁg;l of “ Qp gugnmmg mvestlgatlon p_cjmggl
prosecution. Unafeunded-Unsubstantiated reports shall not be expunged
frem-contained within the central registry.

“14-8-214. Confidentiality of records; penalties; access to infor-
mation; attendance of school officials at interviews; access to
central registry records pertaining to child protection cases.

(b) Applications for access to records concerning child abuse or neglect
contained in the state agency or local child protective agency shall be
made in the manner and form prescribed by the state agency. Upon
appropriate application, the state agency shall give access to any of the
following persons or agencies for purposes directly related with the
administration of W.S. 14-3-201 through 14-3-215:

(viii) An education or mental health Drofessmnal serving the child,

f the state agency determines the information is necessary to provide
ppmpn&tg educational or therapeutic interventions.

(f) Upon appropriate application, the state agency shall provide to any
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chapter of a nationally recognized youth organization, child caring facil-
ity certified under W.S. 14-4-101 et seq., pubhc or private school or state
institution for employee or volunteer screening purposes a summary of
central registry records maintained under

w rules since December 31 1986 ee-neemmgeh-&d—eb&se

pgsea gi screen g gmplgyees gr vgluntegrs e gt_a_t@ ggg gx shall pro-
vid 1ts of th rds check to the a
the records check confirms the existence of a repgrt “under 1nvg§j;1g§j;19n

“sub tlated” fin in of or h le Othervnse th

reco When the individual is identified on the r .
mted” nemetrator of abuse or neglect, the renort to the annhcant

and whether an appeal is pending. The appllca.nt shall submlt a fee of
ten dollars ($10.00) and proof satisfactory to the state agency that the
prospective or current employee or volunteer whose records are being
checked consents to the release of the information to the applicant.

aR-appeal-through-the set-eonrttevel: The appllcant shall usethe
mformatmn recelved only for purposes of screening prospective employ-
ees and volunteers who may, through their employment or volunteer ser-
vices, have unsupervised access to minors. Applicants, their employees
or other agents shall not otherwise divulge or make public any informa-

tion received under this section. ?h&eéat:e-egeﬁegheh&l-l-mﬁfy-cm*appﬁ-

whether-&n—a-ppeal—m—pendmg—The state agency shall notlfy any apph-
cant receiving information under this subsection of any subsequent
reclassification of the information pursuant to W.S. 14-3-213(e). The
state agency shall screen all prospective agency employees in conformity
with the procedure provided under this subsection.

Section 2. W.S. 14-3-213(d)(iii) is repealed.
Section 3. This act is effective July 1, 2005.
Approved February 17, 2005.



