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AN ACT relat.ing to neonalal abuse; amending definitions Eo
include Lhe effects of subEtance abu6e by a mochert
requiring the reporti.ng of neonacal abuse by nedical
profeesionale; r-quiring the department of family services
to investigate cases of substance alruse as specified,'
authorizj-ng the E akj-ng of a nevtboln infant. intso temporary
protective cusEody as specified; creati.ng a presumption as
specj-fied, and providing for an effecEive daEe.
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HOUSE BILL NO. HBOO15

Neonatal abuse.

Sponsored by: Representative (s) HINCHEY

A BILL

for

l- AN ACT relating to neonataf abuse; amending definrtions to

2 include the effects of substance abuse by a mother; requir-

? i nrr ]-ho ronnrl. inrr nf nannal_al :hrr<a hrz mcdir-aI nrofo-ssi on-J LLLY ! sur/! Lrrry qluru v _)'

4 a1s; requiring the department of famify services to lnvestl-

5 gate cases of substance abuse as specified,' authorizing the

6 taking of a newborn infant into temporary protective custody

7 as specified; creating a presumption as specifled; and pro-

B vi clino for an effective date.

9

10 Be It Enacted by the LegisJature of the State of Wyoming:

11

72 Section 1. V{.S. L4-3-202 (a) (ii) (A) and (B) and (ili),

13 14-3-204 (a) (ii) and 14-3-208 (a) and (b) are amended to read:

L4

15 L4-3-2O2. Definitions.

76

I1 (a) As used 1n W.S. 74-3-20I through L4-3-2L5:
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(ii) "Abuse" with respect to a disabfed adult

means as defined under W.S. 35-20-L02 (a) (ii). "Abuse" wlth

respect to a chj-fd means inflictinq or causing physical or

mental injury, harm or imminent danger to the physical or

menta] heafth or weffare of a child other than bv accidentaf
i*^t,,.t.ih-

'*sclrr,J/ rrrt-r,.^-rrrref abandonment, excessive or unreasonable

corporal punishment, mal-nutri-tion or substantial risk

thereof by reason of intentional or unintentionaf neglect,

and the commission or alfowlnq the commissi-on of a sexual-

offense aqainst a child as defined by 1aw:

(A) "Mental injury" means an in;ury to the

psychological capacity or emotional- stability of a chifd as

evidenced by an observable or substantial impairment. in his

ability to function within a normaf range of performance and

behavior with due regard to his cufture and may incfude the

effects of substance abuse as defined in W.S.

35-1-613 (a) (viirl_ !y_qre_melher;

(B) "Physical in;ury" means death or any

harm to a child including but not limited to disfigurement,

lmpairment of any bodily organ, skin bruising, bleeding,

burns, fracture of any bone, subdural hematoma, er substan-
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tiaL malnutrition or the effects of substance abuse as de-

fined in W.S. 35-1-613 (a) (vij-i) by the mother;

(ili) "Child" means any person under the age of

ei rrhf een f 1 8 ) Anrl rrarli nr-l'rdo ^.'' UnbOrn Child f Or the pUr-vr\irr suurr \ r v /

poses of investigating the il-l-egal use of any controlled

tant mother;

!4-3-204. Duties of local child Protective agency.

/a\ rFl-r a Iaar'l ^]- i 'l /-l rrrn{- anf i rra rrranr-t; <halI.\oJ !rLE: l-vLo-r- ur.rr-L\I P!\JLs\-\,rvs crvsrtef

(ii) Receive, investigate or arrange for investi-

gation and coordinate investigation of all reports of known

or suspected child abuse or neslect substance abuse as de-

fined in W.S. 35-1-61-3 (a) (viii) by an expectant mother;

14-3-208. Temporary protecti-ve custody; order; time

limitation,' rernedial health care.

(a) When a physrcian treating a chi.l-d or a medicaf

staff member of a hospital rn whlch a chlfd 1s being treated

has reasonabfe cause to believe there exi-sts an imminent

danger to the child's .l-ife or safety unl-ess the child is

subsLance listed in W.S. 35-7-1014 or 35-7-1015 bv an
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taken into protective custody and there is not time to apply

for a court order, the chil-d may be taken into temporary

protective custody without a warrant or court order and

without the consent of the parents, guardians or others

exercising temporary or permanent control over the child.

Vflhen a physician treating an expectant mother who gives

birth to a newborn child., or a nr-edical staff member of a

L^^^jr-^t .:* ,,r^.1 ^!rr\..,DrJr LcI-L rlr wrrrurl an expectant mother gives birth to a new-

born chifd, has reasonabLe cause to believe that the mother

is or has been engaging in substance abuse as defined in

w.S. 35-1-613(a) (viii) and there is not time to apply for a

court order, the newborn chiLd may be taken into temporary

without the consent of the parents, guardians or others

exercisinq temporary or permanent control over the newborn

nhi I r] Anrz rrorcr'rn l- alu inrr : r-h i Id inrn f omnnr.a rtt nrnl- or-1- irro\-Lr-L-!lr. fury [./(:ro\Jlr Lo^-Ll.r\j cL \-rf r f \-,/. -I yrv

^11rf ^/.J,' -1.- l | ^.: <n^r1 a< nnqqi hl o nnl_ i f rz tho :nnr(-)nri:f ouLr-Lw!,ty D114-LI CtD tr\.r\-/fr clr rrvur!J syIJ!vy!aqLs

'I nr-:l rhi lr.l nrnf cr-1- irrc aaenr-rz. TTn^h h^fi€ir=1-rnyr the fOCaf.Lrr\-cLr r.rr-Lr\r Pr\r us\2L-r vs ovErru),. v}J!/1r rlvLrrf vsuf vrrt

child protective agency shall initiate an investlgation of

the notification and make everv reasonable effort to inform

fho rrrronJ- nr nl.l--ter person responsible for the child's wel-

fare that the child has been taken into temporary protective

custody.

rotective custodv without a warrant or court order and
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/1-\ n^-, ri -r*j -r ^^11er -i'.r-f F - di sf ri r-1- r-nrtrt cojnmis-\rr,i fury \J-L,> LJ- -L\' L U(J LtI L J Lr\rV s /

< i nnor nr irr<]- i r-a nf 'l. ha no:r-o merz i qqnA : ttrmnrlrar\/ nrnf ca--vr I uu Lrrs yvquv rRq_I

+i-,^ ^,,-!^.-r,, ^-.ler nnn f .i ndinr] f hel- e r-h i -dts Irfe orLrvg uLrD L\J\_ry v!\,rcr LrP\Jl.|r1!r-!r19 Lr.rLrL

ca fal-rr i < i n r]anrrar Thaf nrdor L^^ -^-"^-Fed hrz rhetJersLl, -LJ lro.rryc! . lllo.L \rr\-rEr lttclJ IJg rc\]l.-lgDL-s!r u! L-.rrs

-f -f ^ f].,r I n.al r-h i I d nrn!^ -!.'--^ ^ lOCal LaWliLdLe d9etruy/ Lrrt ,---- r*-LeuL-LVe crvErr\-yr o

enforcement officer, an administrator of a hospital in whlch

a child reasonabfy believed to have been abused or negl-ected

i s l-roi nrr f roatcd or :nv nhrrsi r:i,an r^rhn reasnnahl \/ be]-1eveS aro rrs rrrv ctrrrl, yrrJar

child has been abused or neglected, whether or not addi-

tional medical treatment is required, and that the chiId, by

^^-*- 'i ^" i -^ i - L i s nl :r-e nf rosi dence or in the care andu\rrr L _LIr L1I lI\j J.J.r rrIl) |JJq|-s

nrr<t- nrlrr nf t- 1-r a h6rq.\n ra<rrnnqi hl a f9g hiS Welfafe, WOUId bg

in imminent danger of his life or health. The 1ocal ch1ld

protective agency shall be notified of the order. For pur-

poses of ]!his eect:Lon' there sha1l exist a rebuttable pre-

^,rh^+i ^^ +r.--{- ^renatal substanc^ =l-rrrea t^,r, ^-'^^-+^*+5LrrtllrLrU.t.t LtldL IJletld.Ld.l >ulj5 LcrrrLe cuJ LIJ e rJy o'rl c..ys\-L41rL

mother j-s probative of future child abuse of a newborn

chi Id.

Section 2. This act is effective Jufv 1, 1996.

(END)
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Neonataf abuse.

NON-ADMINI STRATIVE IMPACT
Anticipated Cost To:
FEDERAI FIJND

GENERAL FUND

FY 1997 FY 1998 FY 1999

96LSO-0026.L1

96,982 101/ 384
79,279 BI ,I44

FTSCAL NOTE

92 | 5Q5
'71 , 295

Source of expenditure:

Foster Care $19,800 to be paid by the Department of Family Services
wlth a 15? anticipated federal match. Medica] costs $150' 000 will be
paid by the Department of Health with a 59.69% anticipated federal
match.

Assumptions:

Six children per year born with prenatal drug exposure diagnosis.
An average of six months Foster Care,/Specialized Foster Care per
child. Some of the chil-dren wilf have high associ-ated medicaf costs
with a 58 increase per year in costs. The medical- costs are a best
estimate, however, Lhe potential exists for some chifdren to have
Iarge medj-cal costs which are indeterminable.

Prepared bv: Rick Robb Phone : 1'7'7 -1750


