
STATE OF WYOMING BUDGET SESSION 1996 

CHAPTER3 

JAIL INMATES-PAYMENT OF COSTS 

Original House Bill No. 6 

AN ACT relating to jail inmates; providing for inmates to pay room and board costs in cer· 
tain cases; and providing for an effective date. 

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Wyoming: 

Section 1. W.S. 7-13-109 is created to read: 

7-13-109. Payment of jail costs by inmate. 

(a) In addition to any other punishment prescribed by law, the sen­
tencing court may require a person sentenced to confinement in county 
jail, for any offense, to pay the jail facility the costs of room and board for 
each day of incarceration, both before and after conviction. The costs for 
room and board for each day of incarceration shall be an amount equal 
to the actual cost of the services as determined by the county sheriff. 
The cost of the services shall be paid to all jail facilities where the inmate 
may have been held before and after conviction. The costs shall not be 
assessed if: 

(i) The court finds that the defendant has no ability to pay and that 
no reasonable probability exists that the defendant will have an ability 
to pay; or 

(ii) In the judgment of the court, the costs would impose a manifest 
hardship on the inmate, or the property of the inmate is needed for the 
maintenance and support of the inmate's family. 

(b) An order to pay room and board costs under this section shall be 
included as a special order in the judgment of conviction. To satisfy the 
order, the clerk of the sentencing court, upon request of the sheriff or 
prosecuting attorney, may issue execution against any assets of the 
defendant including wages subject to attachment, in the same manner as 
in a civil action. 

(c) Willful failure or refusal to pay costs ordered under this section is 
punishable as contempt of court. 

(d) Any costs paid by a person under this section shall be deposited in 
the county general fund to help defray the costs the jail facility incurred 
in providing room and board to the person. 

Section 2. This act is effective July 1, 1996. 

Approved March 11, 1996. 
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