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House BrLL No. St 4
Municipal courts.

Sponsored by: Representative MEENAN
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A BII.JIJ

for

AN ACT to amend W.S. 5-11-6 through 5-121 , 5-L22.L through

5-131, 5-133, 5-135, 5-136 and 5-138 relating to police
justices; substituting the words municipal judge for
police justice; and providing for an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Wyoming:

Section 1. W.S. 5-116 through 5-121 , 5-122. 1 through

5-13I, 5-133, 5-135, 5-136 and 5-138 are amended to read:
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5-116. Municipal judges; number; jurisdiction. The

NUMBER OF MUNICIPAI-, judges of -sueh-raunieipal-eourts--sha-:f,

be-- styled--po-lee- justiees-and-they-sha11-bc-in-nunber-as

nalt SHAIL be prescribed by the ordinances of each of-sueh

*neorporated-eities-or--torrnsri CITY OR TOWN and their
jurisdiction shall be as prescribed either in special

charter under which sueh--ineorporated THE city or

ineorporated town exists I or the general law under which

eueh-ineorporaled THE city or ireorporated tolitn was organ-
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izedr or as nay be prescribed by any general lar of th€
state passed for that purpose.

Flt?ri :lppdi'rtflerrt,' 6f : rhnidipal Judges: eudl lf ica-.
tidnrr.r,@ 

'|UI|ICIPIL 
JUDGFS Ehall be

appointed by the baycir rith the consent of the courrcil and

shall be a gualified elector and resident of srelr THE city
or toxnr ffi.tesidence and voter qualifications provided

for herein shall not apply to a justice of the peac€ rho

also serves as judge of any nunicipal court of any

+ruorpdfatcd city or torn in his precinct.

5-tl'8i --Ter* gf,'off icd; - Codpensatidnj The tern of
off ice of *tretrpo++ecjr*atitca TIUNICIPAL JUDGES shall be

the same as that of the ottrer appointive officers of stch

THE city or tornr unless previously reooyad for the cause

a6 provided by larr and tftelr salary shall tre prescribed

by the ordinances of their resp€ctive cities or tornsr

5-lf9j )Adrrd- .: Al I tuclr-iipo+ir'e*-1i,u:ti€c. IIU|IICIPAL

JUDGES appointed for any" irrecpoaatcd--ei+f-ots.?-tora

I{UNICIPALITY shall give a bond to the nuoicipa}ity for
uhich l* IHEV ARE appointedr in sneh:tt}-rro{trlt tHOUilTS

as oay be provided by the ordinances of @
THE ttUNICIPALITYT conditioned for the perforoarrcs of all
Irit THEIR duties in accordance rith lar and the ordinances

-z- -*il
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of r,a}d€+t' THE IIUI{ICIPALITYT and that h! THEY rill turn
oYer to the parties entatled thereto or as nay be pr€-
scribed by the ordinahces of laiffil THE ilUNICIPALfTyT

all rncTr:I{ONIES collect€d by hinr by virtue of his
off i ceg i-*s-+pc+ie*-jnrtut

'-lzoi 
lPrddsduf€ ! gEFel}afrllr: :addiif,orti}} dut€li rr.t9 D€

prdyl'd€d -by t}f*irH!c6: Q*c€ptidn. Ttre procedure of $uch

nunicipal ,courts shall : as nearly as possible conforn to
that provided'by tlre qeneral lars of the state in courts

of the justice of the peacel but @t-or
.bofa: A TIUNICIPALITY nay by ordinance proyide flrc{r addi-

tional rules of procedure a9 nay be found necessary for
the proper conduct of sucfi nunicipal courtit-pr.ol{cdt
tlrat-thc-saccl-do IF not IN conflict xith the general lars
of the stater atrd lppeals to the dastrict court fron the

judgrents and decisions of rai+-po.licc--|ustices |{UNICIPAL

JUDGES shall be alloyedr in.all casesf rluarapeaa+r'to be

taken in the manner nor provided b1l-}arr rfor appeaf s fron
ju$tices of the peace.

t-.r ?li :App{fels j to :, di stf.idt 'c(hrrtt dtt,i Cs sffect€d. .

In addition to all'other aetlpds heretofore, proriddd'by

larr an appeal fror the judgrent or sent€nce of a po.lice

Jur+tcc llUllICIPrL JUDGE in any eitf-cr=-torn HUilICIPALITY

operatinq under a special charter or coooissionr corilas-

-rd-3-
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sidn canAgef or ilanager f.orrr of ltovernn€ntr rnay be ta*en
to the district court in the san€ raruler as is nor pr(F

vided'by lar for appeals fron: juitice courts in crininal
casest and shall be dealt rith by the courts.a$ criainal
C€15 €5 r

'-lzz|ilj. 
:'P(lstpondrcrrt df :tf iirl .fdr tvigl,rtldn :of ditl :

ordidarrce: : re€oEnizdrrice.] oerteralli. llheneyer a p€rson

charged xith a violation of a caty ordinance is held to
appear for exaaination or trial before a potiec;-jnrli€a
}IUNICIPIL JUDGE in any e;tfroFtorn I{UI{ICIPALfTYT the

pc+icC-jus*ce JUDGE Fay postponc the tria-l of the case to
a certain dayr in rhich case he nay require the defendant

to ent€r 'into a recognizsncer rith sufficient suretiesr
conditioned that he uill appear before scid-pc*i=cjo*ticc
THE IIUNICIPAL JUDGE at the tine and place appointedr then

and there to ansuer the conplaint alleged against himr

5-1ZZi2a :Sirc; : elGcti(}n th€r€ pdrsort ord€rEd to

en!e-f anto ;r€€(}amite|lce! :bretch df 'recdgfti tirlfcd: -proce&rfe .

rhdre offelts€ rlot, dosnlzebl€'bcfdrer lugtl'c€.'lfhen a person

i s ordered by the pof*ic*-jui+ica ;IU}|ICIPAL JUDGE to enter

into a recognizancer he nayt at the discretion of the

pc+irc--Jr'*t+ec JUDGET be pernitted to si{tn his oHn

reco(lnizancer or furnish suret.iesr or deposit rith the

po+icc-j€sti-cc JUDGE or his designee the amount nalred an

trut+
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the bondr in cashr and should;sat fHE p€rson so recog-

nazed fail to app€ar and conply xith alf of the require-
nents of gaid THE bondr the pc+icc---3rr!:Ficc IIUIIICIPAL JUDGE

having cognizance of the satre shallr if there be ARE no

ritigatlnq circunstancesr at once declare raid THE bond

forfeited and ordelthe s*id cash so deposited to be

turned into the general fund of the treasury of the caty.
If in the proEress of any tridl before the policairl+icc

IIUNICIPAL JUDGET it rlrou+d.+appcar APPEARS that the accused

ought to be put on trial for an offense not cognizable

before t?id{'ttsti€c THE JUDGET he shall innediately stop

all further proceedings before fiimr and proceed as in
other cases exclusively cognizable before the district
courtr'

:-123j JuriEdictlbd df ifihlcipdl : Judloe: : chdnge: df
vertue "ptohi b i ted. : The pdlid*jr*biec-rhc++-fra+- : ttUl{IC I PAL

JUDGE HAS erclusive jurisdiction overr and i* shall be.+tti"s

dutfio heer'aod deternine all offenser ag'ainst the ordi-
nan€€s of the cityr arising rithin the llrits of th€ cityr
and to inpose fines not exceedinC tl?8€ THt] HUilDRED DOLLARS

f3AOO;OOIr lor ioprison[ent not excecding three {rl ]nonthsr

to rhich nay be added costs. No change of yenue shall be

grtinted in any case arising under the ordindnces of the

cityr

-5- *on'{
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-The plrtri€c

j{ra++cc--:hr}}-:bc HUilICIPIL JTOGE I5 a conseryator of the
peacer and hls court shall ,be open eyery datr ercept Sun-

daysr to hear and d€tertrine all cases cognizable before
hin. l{o act sfia'll be perforrred by him on Sundays except to
receive conplaintsf issue process and take bail. He s|ta}},
b*--:pcrcf-*td tlAY enforce due obediente to all ordersr
rules and judgrents oade by hinr t He rlrr*l-hate HAS the

sane porer as the district court in the issuance of
Hoffarrtr search Harrantr subpoena or other process that
may be necessaryr and may fine or imprison for contenpt

offered to hin rhile holding courtr or to process issued

by hinr in the sane nanner and to the sarf,e extent as the

district courtr

5-125j :Appdal. In all cases before the po:tsicc

FG 
'{UNICIPAL 

JUDGE arising under ordinitncer of the

cityt Hherein the fine assessed exceeds +hc--lrrlr=of ,ten

dollars {3tO.OOI 'or the inprisonnent EXCEEDS ten .1[llE}l

daysi an appeal ray be takdn by the defendant to the dig-

trict €ourt in and for the cot|nty ln rhich lcid tHE city

is situatedr but no appeal shall b€ allored unless s€c|l

.lTH€ defendant shall; xithin ten rlOI days; ent€r into

recoqnizance ulth sufficient sureties to' be approved by

-6- -s-
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the Jrrri*icc .tUOGEr conditioned for th€ payrlent of tte fine
and costs of appeall and that defendant shall .ablde the
judgnent of the srid THE court and not depart rithout
leave of the sioer or that he rill pay to the st}id.city of
.... the sun of lrrrrr The procedure of rtrcfr AN appeal

shall be as prescribed for appeals fron courts of justices

of the peace in crinina-l Ges€se

5-126i :FtndF:Arrd.!,e0.rf fids:to be "paid to lcity.treaf,-
urer: Cepoft lgf ca3e3: ;fdilufe :td co4lt-ritlr S,ecti('rt.;All

fines and penalties collectedr arising fron a breach of
ordinances of the citfr shall be paid over to the city
traasurerl and the p(}liic#+i€€ HUNICIPAL JUDGC shall

report at the end of each calendar nonth a I i st of al I

caset for violations of city ordinances instituted in his

courtr and the disposition thereofr yith a staten€nt of

the finesr penalties and costs by him receivedr j:-aad

rhr++ At the end of each lonth THE I{UI{ICIPAL JUDGE SHALL

pay to the caty treasurer. alI-3!clr finesr penalties and

costs by'hin recelved! :F:-a1|d:+n-tlr...arctrt-+lr8t IF -the

policH:r|tticr!-rrhotil+-fti+ il{rillCIPAL JUDGE FAILS to make

report and pay over raeh finesr penalties and costs as

herein provided for the period of ten (l0l I daysr his

office shall be declared vacantr

5-12?i :Drttlt- :of t|sdnlcfpel I iudod its ttal f,,riat derter-

^u\\
$v'
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altlj llhen any person" rlrl|-.bc; 13 brought before the
po+ie€.frtt.*ec IIUilICIPAL Jt DGg upon sudr uarrantt i.Hhr#l
tc=tt+-+er'tf-+o:fHE JUOGE SHALL hear and deterrine the con--

plaint alleged against the defendarrt.

5-129i :Sdntumirtg; *rd :'erlf6rcirE j attsridd[d€:of., *it-,
negsGsj *t-lh**}+tc--t|6l.=--{11l!1r+-6'f-:35rirl-jrr:ilicc:-+o fH€

!{UIIIICIPAL. JUDGE SHALL sutsnon all persons xhose testarony
nay be deenred material as ritnesses at the trialr .and to
enfor€e their dttendance by attachnent if necessary.

5-llOJ .'CasdF: *n-,rdnicipdl :c('uft:tf idd ;Hitho|}t jor*:
trta? Corldrlcted as:in drinin.tl cesds lt€fr're. ju<tlces of .

the peacei Cases in tlre poli€c IIUNICIPAL court for viola-
tions of caty ordinances shall be tried and determined by

the pa;}i=e--Jtrtice IiUNICIPAL COURT rithout the inter-
ventiort of a juryr and the trial of such cases ffirc-suefi
pcf*ca..,jrlr+iec shall be conducted in all respectsl not

hereln otheryise provided forr in like nanner as crini.nal

cases befor€ justices of the p€EC€r

t*l3li :,AgBcls|riCritr .tf ?irlt&stri€nt: : Judgrbrttf :cdi*it- l

il€r*, . |intit JudgiEft lcdrpl lpd, sith!' Frddlkt:idn -'of Sufetl€s

and eonf€sgi(br:ofi J$dgient -'irt: t'ldn:ofr Codiitterttj :If the

defendant bc I5 found guiltyr the pcliccjrrtrtrG IIUIIICIPAL

JUDGE shall ,declare and assess the punishnentr and render

-a-
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judgrent accordingly. It shall be part of the judgnent

that the defendant stand coruitted uotil judgrent b.G IS

conplied rith+:-ptrri{cdr-+-tfrrt EXCEPf , AS HEREAFTER

PROYIDEDT : In, any prosecution for violation of any ordi-
nancer the defendant g|ra#Hrarc=tlre:riglrt.-to. HAY produce

before tail.F'+icfr:jur*icc THE JUDGE or|e tlt jor nore sure-

ties to the satisfactlon of tffurlica THE JUDGET Hhich

laid.'sureties shallr vith the def,endant confess a judgrlent

for the anount of the fine or penaltlr, inposedr rith costs

of suitg +-tnd-.=rai+-Jt't*fcc TllE JUDGE shall enter said THE

confession of judgmrrt upon his docketr and render judg-

ment accordingly in the nane of the 5tate of lJyoningr

against then for the ailount of rrretr THE fine and costsr t
6nd If llaid THE judgnent ba IS not paid Hithin ninety (9ol

days fron the date of rtch'confessionr said-@i€aj€s+icc
THE ilUilICIPAL JUDGE shall issue execution and collect the

aoount of taid fine or penalty and costs;., in the mann€r

provided by lar for collecting judgnent by execution in

justicesr courtr

5-133i -'Prlr|t.=fiadnt :-rdgulttcd: lty .' 6rdidadc.}r .Edrlrrh

f ifle;:afd ' arFiFdrlaefit J Fqfrit?.cd- : Any person convlctcd

before the po+tc+Jr*ttec iTTflICIPAL JUDGE of any offense

under the ordinances of ther city shall be punished by such

finest or inprisonrentr as oay be regulated by ordinance;

-9- d
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prov-d€dr no fine shall be greater fo,r aot/ on€ l1r toffense

than one hundred dollars "{tlOOiOOr -recoverable :rith costs,
and no inprisonnent for a lonEer tine than three lLtrI_

nonths.

Any person convicted before a po;|.iccjrr{ricc ilUIIICIPAL

JUDGE shall be punish€d by such fine and inprisonnent as

nay be provided by ordinancet-prlrlid*cfr-thrt BUT no fine
shall be greater than one hundred dollars JSlOo;OOrr and

no' inprisonrnent for a longer tine than three t3l .oonths.

The po.licc=.jtrr+ice I{UNICIPAL JUDGE shall have th€ saae

poHer to punish for conteDpt aa justices of the peace have

in like coi€sr

5-135i 'Ad'p€als r_f rrra: iurticirial .cdurta Appeal s fron
the judgnent or sentence of :n'ch-pd@ti€G A I{UNICI-

PAL JUDGE nay be tak€n to the district court in the sane

nanner as is nor provided by la for appeals fron jus-

tices. courts in crieinal cE5€3r and shall be dealt rith
by the courts as crininal cases.

5-138a :Cltlz6ns quAl If lled to rtf v rceuses Jhere toin -a

gat'tll.,No person shall be an incoopetent judg*-Jrrrt*ec or

juror by reason of his being an inhabitant or freeholder

,lont\-10-
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I in srrch A tornr in any actaon or proceedings in Ehlch rrrch

2 THF torn nay be a party in interestr

3 Section 2r This act is effective'l,lay 27t 1977.

(ENDI

-11 - $\\



I'ISCAL NOTE

Fiscal Note No. 78'l Draft
Requester R€ Meenan

t. Rea. No.

Part I. Fiscal Data:
SIIORT TITLE OF pa courts NAME OF FUND

Not appl icable
SOURCE OF ATPRO?RIATION REVENUE

Not app'l i cab'l e
New Progran
Change ln Existing Program{1)
Local Government

roore than one appropriaLion is invoJ-ved, shore overall effect below, but show breakdown by

0t

t ()

STATUTORY REFIRENCE
Nos.

l,J.S. 5-]'16 et a'l

appropriatlon and fiscal year on a separate page. Round to nearest hundred dollars.

EI'FECT OF PROPOSAL
FISCAL PERIODS

BIENNIAL INCREASE OR (-) DECREASE

ond Biennial

Salaries & Number of
Per

Supporting Expenses

Perrnanent Property

Aid s ro Localitles

ESTIMATED TOTAL COST

GENERAL FUND

FEDERAI I'UND

OTHER

ESTD{ATED TOTAL REVENUE

Part II. Explain in a clear and concise mannet what effect this measure will
revenues of state government. Speelfy the source of funds for appropriatlons.
the current biennium and aLso the long-range fiscal effect, if any. Shon how
estimate. Use attached sheet and any additional sheets which you nay need.

Third Biennial

have on the costs and
Include effect on

you arrived a! the

L
Da

NO FISCAL IMPACT.

Da ve Auditor Clearance

AuEhor ReDresentative

--s


