
STATE OF WYOMING GENERAL SESSION 1879 

·c ·aAPTER 98. ' 
--

Memorial and ~uncfl Joint Resolution No. ·14. 

Ms»olt! 'r~ ancl .io1n1·*-otmt0n of tlHI I 1JC1sl.Un A...embly nf &be Ter'rltrir'J tJf w yomtn1 io the f'ADIJ- of the United tftate9, praylnar for RtdLabltt I .ech • Jation In R fennee to &De PDblle J..ands in \\' yomlng Tttrlt°"Y. 
eo u to enable Ille 19\'ftaJ Water Cttnf'9e8 lo be m8de 

A Tallable for A&rtealtnre. 
1'o tht Honorablr. t~ &natt ·mkl Hou,.'l" qf &pruentatirt.fJ 

of tl1t ·United Slatu, i11 Cangres3 assem~d. 
. Your memorialists, the Jegielativc asseinbly of the !;.~~ 1~nf~J~ Territory of Wyoming, rcf'pcctfally represent that the 

Jatlou tn ref4'r· 1mblic lands in Wvoming are lurtJ'eh· of a class un~uited e r1 c e to the · •' ,... • pnblk 1aud9 tn to the successful prosecution of ngr-icu.1tnre; but ure W1omtng Ter- 1· 1 d d 11 I · rtwry. pe'~u uar y a apte to a past.oral purpose,;. n cons~-
quence of thie fact, large portions of the Territory have 
nlr~ady been occopieJ by person~ cng-.&gell h> stock 
raising in its various branche11 in which husine~s a c~nsid· ·erable amount of capital haR bten in\·e~ted, yielding the 
moRt ample. returns upon the irn~estn1ents. The ' 'ery 
profitah)e nature of the stock raising . bu~ine!'ls is con· 
stantJy adding new .acce.ssions of cnpit.al t~ thut i n<lnstry, 
so that in a brief period the entire territory will be 
occupied by those cujt3gcd in that pursuit. · 

Your memoriali~ts ·would fnrther respectfully rcpres<•ut 
that the laws of the United States, i :1 . relation to the 
rli:"pnsi~ion of tlie public lands, are wlfolly unsuited to 
the rt:!q11irement~ of a country l"uch Jts thil", and need t'luch 
re.asoru1.ltlc rnocJitication and nmf!11drnent' u.s· will u1lupt 
them to the circumstances which a.re peculiar to our 
J·c><'ation a ruJ sit nation. · 

The ttrid character of the toil and climate in this region 
nf country renders it indispensa~ly necessary that. aJI oqcupau~a of tLc public lands. should :have ·a .·legal ~nght 

ot" fr-ee acce88 and approach to the ·water cout'St!S of the 
eountry . . 
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The -uplands and ''divid~s" situate at a distance from 
the ilt rean~s arc co\'ered with a luxuriant growth of rich 
and nutritious grusRes but are con1parutivc)y worthiest', 
for uny of the purposes of ll!OJe and occupation u11less the 

. occupants can obwin sonac legal right to fJass over acljn~ 
cent lands to wat~r courses. 

1'he lands alon,r the streums are being rapidly occupied 
and inclosed under present lnws, wherelly all access 
thereto is prevented. All this results iu giviug to those 
who have been fortunate to obtain prior rights to the 
)ands along tho 8treinus, a monopoly of the use of the 
~plunds unJ "divides" without the uec{•ssit.Y of pu

0

r«.:has-
1ug th~ ~nrue, an•I prevents that complete occupntion of 
the countrv which is eflseutial to jts beet and naost suc
ceseful developmt}nt. The pt·eseut stute of uffairs rt!tatrds 
the growth of U1e Territory by effectually excluding 
1ettl~rnent from the larger part of the pub1ic <loma&in and 
renders it imposRible fi)r the United States to make any 
dispoeition of the greater part of its lauds in this 
'l'erritory. 

The evil here ad\?ertcd to, grows in magnitude iu 
proportion as the lands ndjacent to the water courses are 
occupied and enclosed under the present laud policy of 
the go\•ernm~nt, and such occupaucy und inclosur~ are , _ 
daily becoming rnore extensive, so that it is but a 
question of u very short time, if a prompt ren1edy be 
uot afforded hy cougrt-ss. when the whole Tl•rritory will 
be in the virtual possession und use of those fow persons 
who have title to the sniall fructions of the land uloug 
the streams. 

Your rnemorialists believe that con~re@s, in its control 
over the pulJlic domain and the disposition thereof, hus 
ample power to provide u remedy f(>r the grievance which 
thus grows und~r the operation of existing laws, a.ud that 
.this p.o.wcr ought uow tQ be cxerciated before vested rights 
h•ve accrued. 

We belie\'C that the water courses of the country ought 
to be dO controlled by proper legislation. that they can be 
made nvailuble f\lr the common and equal benefit, so fatr 
ae possible, of d'll p~reons who n1ay choose to occupy and 
in1prove any part of the public dornain and tl1at le~it~]a. 
tiou which would secure such beu~fit to all alike, would 
be. to the mutual advautuge of the United Stu.tel and of 
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the Territory of \Vyorning; that such ll'gislation would result in a lar~e increase of our populution and in the highest developnrents of the resourcca and cupncitiee of -this region of country at an early day. 
Your men1orialists, therefore, n1ost respectfully and hun1bly pra,y your honorable bodies. thut 'the subj~ct herein preSt!nted tnay receive ~·our ea·rly und respectful consideration nn<l uttention an<l thut auch legislation as i1 herein sugg~sted may be adopted at an early day. And as in duty bound your n1(•moria1ists will ever pruy. Be it resolted, By the council of the legislative nsse1nbly of Wyoming ,.ferritory, (the house of rcprescn.tative8 concurring) thut tho uccotupanying joint 1nemorinl be forwurded to Hon. S. \V. Downey, our delegate in congr~ss, and tlu1t 11e be reqncf.lted to cause the @ame to lie presented t.o the houorubJe senate nnd house of representatives of the · United Stat~s for their consideration nnd nction. 

(Signed) 
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II. GARBA?iATI, 
Pr,~sident of the Council. 

H. MYRICE, -
Speaker of the House. 


