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L994 STATE OF WYOMING

HOUSE BIIJIJ NO. 0013
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Special fair dist.ricts.

Sponsored by: Representative(s) HARRISON

A BII-,L

for

AIi[ ACT to create W. S. 18 - 9 - 301 Ehrough 18 - 9 - 319; and to

amend w.S. 39-2-402(e) by creating a new paragraph (xiii)

relaE,ing to special fair districts; providing for the

esEablishment of special fair disEricts; speci-fying a fair

district's powers and dut.ies; authorizing appointments or

elections and a miII l.ty; providing authorizacion for

bonds; and providing for an effective date.

Be It EnacLed by the Leqislatsure of the SLate of Wvominq:
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L994 STATE OF VTYOMING 94I_,SO- 0130

SPECIAL FAIR DISTRICTS

18-9-301-. PetiLion of propertv owners; public hear-

ing; written prot.ests; election.

(a) A special fair district. may be formed in one (1)

or more counties or any part of a county as provided by

Ehis section.

(b) Vlhenever a board or boards of county conunission-

ers receive a petition for the establishmenE of a special

fair districL signed by at least EwenEy-five percent (25*)

of the property owners owning at least twenty-five percent

(252) of the assessed valuat,ion of property within the

area of the proposed special- fair district as shown by the

assessment records they shall within ninety (90) days

afEer receiving Lhe petiLion hotd a public hearing. The

notice of the hearing shall include a description of the

proposed district, its boundaries and the date, time and

place of Lhe hearing. The notice shall be given by publi-

cation once a week for three (3) cortsecutive weeks in a

newspaper of general circulation published in Ehe county

or counties in which any part of the proposed district is

located. The last notice shall be published at least

twenty (20) days prior to the hearing. Any person may
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t994 STATE OF VTYOMING 94LSO - 013 0

appear at the hearing and be heard concerning any matters

affecting the creation of the district, and a record of

L.he proceedings shal1 be made and kept as a part, of t,he

public records of the board of county commissioners.

(c) If the board of county commissioners receive

within thirty (30) days after the hearing written protests

signed by the owners of at least Ehirty-five percent (35*)

of assessed valuation of property within any separate

county, city or town or unincorporated area of a school

district included in the proposed district, tshe proposal

and the district shall- fail .

(d) If the number of written protests described in

subsection (c) of this section is insufficient to defeat

the establishment of the district, the respective boards

of county commissioners shall order an el-ection to be held

within sixty (60) days after the e>cpirat.ion of the Ehirty
(30) day protest period upon the question of est,ablishment

of the district. They shall publish a notice of election
stat.ing the purpose, time and place in a loca1 newspaper

published in each county. The notice sha1l be published

once weekly for four (4) consecucive weeks preceding the

day of election. The gualifications of all electors are

the same as provided by law for general elections. The
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L994 STATE OF I,TTYOMTNG 94tSO- 0130

voting and ballot boxes shall insofar as practicable be

conducted in the same manner as provided by Iaw for county

bond elections.

18-9-302. When district considered established; faiL_

ure to establish district.

(a) rf a majority of the voters in the proposed dis-

tricL in each county, each town or ciEy, and the unincor-

porated area of each school- disErict included in the pro-

posed district. vot.ing ac the election vote for the esEab-

lishment. of the proposed district, Lhe board or boards of

county commissioners sha11 enter the vote upon their
records and the districL is established.

(b) ff Ehe establishment, of the district fails for

the reason described in W.S. 18-9-30L(c) or is defeated at

a public elecEion, no action to establish the districts or

any part uhereof may again be commenced for a period of

one (1) year.

18-9-303. District a body corporate; name; polrers.

(a) Each dist,ricE. established is a body corporate by

the name of I'the . . . . fair districL". The name shall be

selecEed by the board of county commissioners of the
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L994 STATE OF I,'TYOMING 94LSO- 0130

1 county in which the greater area of land wit,hin the dis-

2 Lrict is located and will be entered in E.heir records.

3 (b) The districts may:

(i) Hold properEy and be a party to conEracEs;

(ii) Sue and be sued;

6 (iii) Through its governing board acquire prop-

7 ertry for fair purposes by gifE, devj.se, bequest or pur-

8 chase or contract for the acquisition by purchase or lease

9 of real and personal property;

10 (iv) Convey, lease and otherwise dispose of

l-1 properuy for fair purposesi

12 (v) Est.ablish sinking funds tor fair purposesi

13 (vi) Issue bonds for the purchase of real prop-

L4 erty, improvements and equipment as provided by w.S.

15 18-9-314;

16 (vii) Make rules and regulations as necessary

1,7 for t.he proper operation of the district..

l-8 18-9-304. Appointment or election of trustees; qener-

L9 allv.

-5-
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L994 STATE OF WYOMING 94LSO- 0130

(a) If a special fair district is established

entirely within the boundaries of a single county, the

county commissioners shatl hold a public meeting for

appointing a board of t,rustees for the disErict. Notice

of the meeting shall be advertised in the official news-

paper of the county at, least. Ewo (2) t,imes before t.he date

of the meeEing, wiEb the last publication being at leasc

ten (10) days prior to the date of the meet,ing. The

notice shall" soLicit nominations for directors Eo be sub-

mitted at least five (5) days before the date of the meet-

ing. From the nominat,ions submitEed the county commis-

sioners shall appoint the district board of trustees which

shatl consist of six (6) trustees who shall govern the

district affairs and serve qrithout compensation for a term

of four (4) years. The county commissioners may remove an

appointed Erustee for repeated unexcused failure Eo atuend

meetings or for refusal or incapacity to acE as a districu
l- r_r r < i aa

(b) If a special fair district is established within
more t.han one (1) county, within forty (40) days after the

distri-ct is established an election of six (5) t.rustees

shall be held. The board of trustees elecLed shall govern

the district affairs and serve without compensation. At
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t.he first election three (3) members shall be elecEed to

serve until the next succeeding district election and

three (3) members elected to senre until the second suc-

ceeding district election and until their successors are

elected and qualified. The respective boards of county

commissioners before the first efection and before each

succeeding election shal1 designate polling places and bhe

daue and hours of the election. Notice E.hereof shaIl be

given by publication once weekly in a newspaper published

in each counEy for not less than two (2) weeks preceding

the el-ecEion. The boards of county commissionerg at Ehe

first, election and the board of trustsees of the districE
Lhereafter shall prepare and prowide the necessary sup-

plies for the election. The judges and clerks for the

election sha1l be the same judges and clerks appointed to

serve aL tshe general election and shall receive no addi-

tional compensation. The judges and clerks shall conducE.

Ehe election in the nranner prescribed by 1aw for general

elections insofar as the provisions are compatible with

the provisions of this section, but no previous registra-
tion of electors is required. The election officials shall
canvass and return the vote as provided by law. The

returns of the election shall be made to the respective

county clerks for the first elecEion and t.o t.he secretary

-7-
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L994 STATE OF WYOMTNG 94LSO- 0130

ot the district for each election thereafter.

18-9-305. Election of trustees; when held; terms. In

aI1 special fair districEs reguiring an election in accor-

dance wich w.s. 78-9-304(b), elections after the first

election shall be held at the same time as the state gen-

eral election for the purpose of electing three (3)

trustees who sha11 hold office for four (4) years and

unt.il their successors are duly elected and qualified.

18-9-306. votsers qenerally. At all special fair dis-

tsrict elections no person sha11 vote unless his name

appears on the potl list of voters who voted at the last
general county election in a precinct which is wholIy or

partially included in the fair district or unEil he has

taken and subscribed before an efection official the fo1-

lowinq oath:
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St,ate of Wyoming

County of

)

)ss
)

I do solemnly swear (or affirm) t.hat I am a citizen of

the United StaEes; that I am of the age of eighteen (18)

years; that f have been actually and not constructsively a

resident of this staLe for one (1) year, and of this
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county sixty (50) days and of .... Fair District. of the

county ten (10) days next preceding this day; and that r

am an actual and bona fide resident of the fair district.

18 - 9 - 307. IoEer'S_ l-fEq. Upon request of tshe secretsary

of Ehe board of trustees of any special fair district made

ats least fifteen (15) days before a district election, the

county clerks of the counties wherein the special fair

district is located shall prepare, certify and deliver Eo

the secretary at least three (3) days before the district
elections a list of all voters who reside within the

boundaries of the district whose names appear on the poll

list as voEing at the last general county election-

18-9-308. ComposiLion and duties of canvassing board;

gualification of newlv elected members. The respective

boards of county commissioners for the first election, and

the board of tnrsE.ees of the district t,hereafter shall act

as a canvassing board, declare the person or persons

receiving the largest number of votes elected and notify
t.hose persons thereof . The newly elect,ed menibers of Ehe

board of trustees shall qualify and take office within ten

(10) days afEer the notice. fn case of a faiLure Eo gual-

ify the board of trustees may declare a vacancy and fill
the vacancy as provided by law.
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18-9-309. Candidates to file petsition; printing names

of candidates on ballot; publication of names.

(a) Not less than ten (10) days before the election
candidaEes for the office of t.rust,ees of fair districts
shalf file, or t.here shall be filed for t.hem, lrith the

secretary of the board a peuiuion signed by not ]ess Ehan

ten (10) qualified electors of the district, in form sub-

stantially as follows:

To the secretary of .... fair district, county,

Wyoming: We, the undersi-gned, qualified electors of

fair district, . . , . county, I^ryomin9, do herebv

request that the name of .... be printed on the ballot

of the election to be held ...., 19.., as a candidate

for district trustee of fair district.
signed ....

(b) All names filed shall be printed on a ballot and

furnished to each elector at each polling place on the day

of election. NoEhing in this section shall be construed to
prevent a voter writing in the name of any qualified per-

son on the ballot. The names of all persons filing as can-

didates shall be published in some newspaper of general

circulation in the fair district in each county not later
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t.han the SaLurday preceding the election. In nominating

trustees for the first elect.ion the petition shall be

addressed to the countv clerk.

18-9-310. Vacancies on district board of trustees. If

a vacancy occurs on any special fair district board of

trustees, the vacancy shall be fifled by appointment made

by the board of trustees. The appointee rnay hold the

office until the next district election following his

appointment. At the next election the vacancy shaIl be

filled in the same manner as provided by Iaw for the elec-

tion of district Erustees.

18-9-31-1. Oath of trustees. A11 trustees shall within
ten (10) days after their election appear before some per-

son qualified to administer oaths and take an oath for t.he

faithful performance of their duties in accordance with

law and shall transmit a wriELen copy of the oath to the

respective county clerks for the first election and to the

secreEary of t,he district thereafter.

18-9-3L2. President, treasurer and secretary of dj-s-

trict; meetings of board; conflict of inLerest. Each year

the board of trustees shall as soon as they are qualified

elect a president, Creasurer and secretary of the dis-
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EricE. The board of trusEees nlay hold regular or special

meetings as t.hey determine. No trustee shall be direcEly

or indirectly interested financially in any contract, work

done or property purchased by the district.
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18-9-313. Administration of finances; assessments and5

6 taxation.

(a) The board of t.rustees of special fair disEricEs

shal1 administer the finances of the districts according to

the provisions of the Uniform Municipal Fiscal- Procedures

Act. Annually, each county assessor shal1 provide the

board of county commissioners wit.h uhe uotal assessed

value of all taxable property within a special fair dis-

tricL in his county.

(b) The board of county commissioners at the same

time they lewy for county purposes shaI1 lewy a tax not

exceeding one (1) milt upon the taxable properEy in the

district in its county for its proportionate share based

on Ehe assessed valuation and the estimaced amount of

funds needed by each district. The taxes shall be col-

lected aE the same ti-me and in the same manner as staLe

and county taxes. The Eax lewy provided by this section

shall not be construed as being a part of the general
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count.y miII levy.

18-9-314. Coupon bonds; qenerally. The board of

trustees of special fair dist.ricts may submit to the elec-

tors of the district the question whether the board shali

be authorized to issue coupon bonds of the dist.rict, tso a

ceruain amount, not to exceed two percent (22') of the

assessed value of the taxable properEy in the district,

bearing interesE. aE a certain rate, payable and redeemable

at a cerE.ain t,ime noE exceeding Ewenty-five (25) years,

for constnrcEing or acquiring property for fair purposes.

18-9-315. Special eleclion; ballo!51 . The special

elecEion shall be conducted as near as practicable in lhe

manner provided for the establishment of a fair dist,rict

and as provided by VI.S. 22-21-l-01 through 22-2L-L12.

18-9-316, Form; notice; bids; sale. If the proposal

to issue bonds is approved, the board of trustees may

issue bonds in a form as Lhey decide and shall give notice

by publicaEion in some newspaper published in the counties

in which the district is located and in some ne!'tspaper of

general circulation in Cheyenne, Wyoming of its intention
to issue and negotiate the bonds and to invite bidders

Eherefor. In no case shall the bonds be sold for less than
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their fuII or par value and the accrued inEerest uhereon

aL the time of their delivery. The tnrstees nay reject any

bids or sell the bonds at privaEe sal-e if they deem it for

the best interest of the district.

18-9-317. Preparation and execution. After ascertain-

ing the best terms and the lowest inEerest aE which the

bonds can be negotiated, the board shall secure the proper

engraving and printing and consecutive numbering thereof

and Ehe bonds shall- Ehen be properly prepared and exe-

cuted. They must bear the signature of the president of

the board of trustees and be countersi-gned by the county

treasurer of the county in which Ehe funds of the district
are kept, and Lhe coupons atEached to uhe bonds must be

signed by Ehe president, secretary and county treasurer.

The secretary of the board shall endorse and sign in his

official capacity a certificate upon every bond that ie is
wiuhin the lawfu1 debt limit of the district and is issued

according to }aw. When so execuEed the bonds shall be reg-

istered by tshe county treasurer where the funds of the

district are kepE in a book provided for that pur?ose,

which must show the nuriber and amount of each bond and t,he

person to whom it is issued.
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credit; payment of principal and intrerest.

(a) The fuI1 faich and credit of each fair dist,ricE
is solemnly pledged for the pa)rment of the intseresE and

the redemption of the principal of all bonds which are

issued by the district.

(b) The county Ereasurer where the funds of the dis-

trict are kept may pay out of the district tax fund the

interest and principal due upon any bonds upon presenta-

tion at his office of the proper coupon or bond which must

show Ehe amount due and each coupon must also show the

number of the bond t.o which it belonged. All bonds and

coupons so paid must. be reported to the district trustees

at their first. regular meeting thereafter.

18-9-319. Existinq counEy fairs not affected; fair
may submiE, tro electors question of orqanizinq district.
A11 state or county fairs and any mill lerry made pursuant

to w.S. 18-9-101 and 18-9-102 shall not be affected by the

provisions of W.S. 18-9-301 through l-8-9-318. Any county

fair, by a majorit.y voEe of the board of trustees may sub-

mic Lo Lhe qualified electors of the county, or any por-

lion thereof, in which the fair is located the question of

organizing a special fair district under t,he provisions of

-15-
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and in accordance with tshe procedures specified in w.S.

18-9-301 through 18-9-319.

Sectsion 2. W.S. 39-2-402 (e) by creating a new para-

graph (xiii) is amended to read:

39-2-402. Authorized mil-I levies.

(e) There shall- be annually levied and assessed upon

the taxable value of property within tshe limiEs of Ehe

following special districts the following special district

taxes when applicable:

(xiii) NOT TO EXCEED ONE (1) MILI-, BY A SPECIAI-.,

FAIR DISTRICT AS PROVIDED BY W.S. 18-9-313(b) PLUS THE

NI]MBER OF MII-,LS NECESSARY FOR THE PAYMENT OF THE DISTRICT

DEBT PIJUS INTEREST THEREON NOT TO EXCEED THE I-,IMITATIONS

PRESCRIBED BY W.S. 18-9-314.

Section 3. This act is effective 'JuIy 1, 1994.

(END)
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FISCAI, NOTE

No significant fiscal or personnel inpact.
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