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HOUSE BltL rr ,1973
fitde:

AN ACT to create seetion 9-212.7 tLi to amend sections

l--l?5, 5-141, 9-212.7, 18-58 and l8-I23 of the statutes

relating to recording, storage, preservation, inspection'

reproduction and disposal of public recordsi authorizing

political suMivisions of the state to dispose of

originals or copies of public records after reProductiont

defining political subdivisionsi and specifying conditions

and procedures for teProducing and aU.sposing of public

records.
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public records.l{icrof i-lming

Introduced by: JOINT CORPORATIoNS' ELECTIONS AllD POLITICAI
SUBDIVISIONS TNTERIM COMMITTEE
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amend sections

t-I?5, 5-141, 9'2L2.2 (S) and (h), 9'2L2.3, 9-2L2.5

through 9-2L2.7, 18-58 and 18-123 of the statutes relaiinq

to recording, storag'e, preservation, inspection, reproduc-

tion and Cisposal of public recordsi authorizing political

sul:divisions of the state to dispose of originals or

copies of public records after reproduction; defining

political subdivisions; and specifying conditions and

procedures for reproducing and disposing of public

records.

bE IT ENACTED BY TI{E LEGISLATLIRE OF T}IE STATE OF tr{YOMII{G:

Section 1. Section 9-212.7 zI

created to read:

of the statutes is

9-212.7 tL. Def

trict courti inconsistent legislation.

.//('u;t

records; disposal of originals; returning documentsi con-

sultationr storaqe and public inspectioni clerk of dis-
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(a) As used in this section, "Political subdivision"

tteans arty county, municipality, special district or any

other local government entity of the state of Wyoming.

(b) Any departnent, agensy, board or individual of

any political subdivision of the state may, subject to the

provisions of this section, \,tith tlte approval of ttre gov-

erning body of the political subdivision, record or copy

by any microfilming, rnicrophotographic, photograPhic,

photostatic or other pennanent reproductive device any

public record, as defined in section 9-2I2.I(c) of the

statutes, which the departmentr agencyr board or indi-

vidual of the political subdivision necords, keeps,

retains, or is by lawr rule or regulation required to

record, keep or retain for a period of years or perma-

nently. The microfilm, microphotographr Photograph,

photostat or other permanent r.eproduction is deemed the

original or official copy of the public records so repro-

duced for all purposes, if the same are J-ost, destroyed or

disposed of pursuant to subsection (c) hereof. If any

department, agency, board or individual of any political

subdivision is required to record any writing or document

in books or on ottrer forms, the recording may be done

directly onto rnicrofiLm, microphotograph or other penna-

nent storage medium in lieu of the other required form of

recordation and shall constitute compli-ance with any such

-2- H6 Al
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reguj.rement. DupLicate s ets of microfil-m,

microphotographsr or other miniature crcpy shall be made

whenever any such process is used to reproduce public

records with the intent of disposing of the original or
copies of the original . One set shall be retained as the

official record by the governmental entity or officer harr

ing custody of the writings or papers ttrus recorded or

reproduced. Tlre secrcnd set sha1l be sent to the director
of the state archives and historical department.

(c) After any public recard has been reproduced pur-

suant to this section, the original or crcpy from which ttre

reproduction was nade may be disposed of as follows:
(i) The original or copy, as the case may

be, shall first be offered to the direc-
tor of the state archives and historicaL
department. If the director does not

accept the original or copy or does not

remove thern from the polit.ical subd.ivi-

si-on office within six months after the

offer they may be destroyed, sold for
salvage or disposed of in a manner

approved by the governing body of the

political subdivision.
(d) If any document is presented to a coutty clerk

for recording or notation in public records by writing or

1
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for recording or notation in public records by writing or

by reproduction pursuant to this section, or other provi-

sion of law, the document shalL after recording, be

returned to ehe party from whom it was received. If the

party cannot be located or refuses to accept itr the docu-

ment shall be disposed of by the county clerk in a manner

approved by the board of county corunissioners.

(e) Prior to adopting any microfilming' microphoto-

graphic, photographic, photostatic or other reproductive

process, the governing body of a political subdivision

shall consult with the director of the state archives and

historical department. If any of the public records which

are reproduced pursuant to this section are permanent

records or are, under the laws, rules or regulations in

effect at the time of reproduction, required to be trans-

ferred at a later date to any agency or department of the

state, the particular microfilming, microphotographict

photographic, photostatic or other reproductive process

shall be approved by the state library, archives and his-

torical board as one which clearly and accurately makes

copies that will last the time they are to be kept, or can

be subsequently reproduced without distortions that sub-

stantially affect their legibility.
(f) If the oriqinals axe disposed of as al-

lowed by law, the set of reproductions retained by the

,l B 3l
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local governnental entity or official sha1l be stored in a

safe place and protected from desLruction. The reproduc-

tions shal1 , however, be available to the public for

inspection in ttre same rnanner as the originals or copies

would have been and sufficient microfilrn or microphoto-

graphic readers, or other suitable devices shall be avail-

able to the pnblic to permit inspection.

(g) The clerk of district court shaLl not sricrofilm,

microphotograph, photograph, photostat or otherwise rePro-

duce, for official record purPoses, the files of any

action or proceeding kept in his office until five years

have lapsed since the initial filing in the action or pro-

ceeding. However, the clerk of district court is not pre-

cluded from making certified or other copies of documents

in his office for individuals or officials.

(h) In recording, reproducing or copying any pulclic

records as authorized oy this section and j-n dis;rosing of

ttre originals or copies, no restrictions or provisions of

1aw regarding recording, reproducing or copying' or the

d.isposition of originals or copies inconsistent with the

provisions hereof shall be applicable to ltre governmental

entity or its officersr agents and employees.

Section 2. Sections 1-175, 5-141 , 9'212.2 (Sl and

(h), 9-2L2.3, g-2I2.5 through 9-2L2.7, 18-58 and 18-123 of

the statutes are amended to read:

-5- ftB 3l
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f-175. Use of Photogr ic copies of business and

public records as evidence. If any business, institution'

member of a Profession or ca11in9, or any department or

agenqrofSTATEgovernment'oRoFAi{YPoLITICAI,SUBDIVI-

sIoN oF THE STATE in the regular course of business or

activity has kep! or recorded any nremorandum, writingT

entryr printr rePresentation or combination thereofr of

any act, transaction, occurrence or eventt and in the

regular course of business has caused any or aII of the

same to be recorded, copied or reproduced by any photo-

graphic, photostatic, microfihn, rwicrocard, miniature

photographic, or other process which accurately reproduces

or forms a durable nrediunr for so reproducing the original ,

the original may be destroyed in the regular course of

business unless held in custodial or fiduciary capacity or

unless its preservation is required by law. when the

scale or dinension of such reproduction is of the essence,

suctr scale shown in appropriate units, English measure,

shall be clearly and accurately represented ttrereon. such

reproduction, when satisfactorily identified, is as admis-

sible in evidence as the original itself in any judicial

or administrative proceeding, whether ttre original is in

exislence or not, and enlargement or facsimile of such

reproduction is likewise admissible in evidence if the

original reproduction is in existence and available for

-6- tf 6 8l
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inspection under direction of court,. The introduction of.

a repredueed REPRODUCBD record, enlargenent or facsimile

does not preclude admission of the original.

5-141. Duty of clerk to file and preserve papers;

not to perrnit papers to be taken from officei exception;

Iiability on bond for violation of sectioni transmission

of papers to attorney in different county, etc. The clerk

shall file together and carefully preserve in his office,

all papers delivered to him for that purpose in every

action or procee<iing. He sha11 not permit the caid papers

to be talcen from his office except to be used at a session

of the court or upon Iegal process, and he sha}l be liable

upon his official bond to the party suffering injury on

account of any violation of this section.T-prov*dedi lhis
section shall not apply to matters in probate.?--and--tf,o-

vi.dedT--further!?--that Upon the order of the judge of the

district, the clerk may transrnit by express or registered

maitT to aIl attorney of the stateT appearing in the action

or proceeding, who resides j-n a different countyT or away

from the county seat, such original filesT as are not

represented by copies in the clerkts office, and the clerk

shal1 take the attorneyrs receipt for each paper in each

case. NOfHII{G IN tHIS SECTION S[{ALI-, LIF{.IT OR PROHIBIT

THE CLERK FROM }.,IAKING COPIES OT PAPERS IN HIS OFFICE,

DISPOSING OF THE ORIGINALS AND RETAINING THE

7 ,+a sl
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coPIES AS THE ORIGINALS PURSUAIVT TO SECTION 9-2L2.731 OR

RSMOVING PAPERS FROM HIS OFFICE FOR THE PURPOSE OF T"IAKING

COPIES.

9-212.2. Functions, duties and responsibili.ties of

director generallyi establishment and operation of central

microfilm divi-sion; conveyance of personal property of

historical- landmark commissioni board declared successor

to historical landrnark conrnission.

(S) on July I, 1959 est,ablish and operate a central

nr:icrofilm division in which division any and all nemo-

randa, writing, entry, print, representation, or combi-

natlon thereof, of any act, transaction, occurrence, or
event, may be microfilmed."-ra+d THE division sha*.* MAY

nr-icrofilm public records approved for filrning by ttre head

of the office of origin and by the director, and shall
establish standards for microfilming. AI1 state depart-

ments and all STATE agencies and--gub-d*vis*ons--of--thc
s tate-- government-- and--alil--eeuntiesi --nun*eipa**ties-aad
po**tiea*-sub-d*vigiong-thereof shall consult with the

director prior to nr-icrofilming within such departments? OR

agenciesT-or-sub-divisiong and shall comply with the stan-

dards for all microfilming established by tire central
rnicrofilnrlng divisi-on. The central microfilm division may

rnicrofilm records which are required to be kept a speci-

fied lengtkr of time or permanently, or to be destroyed by
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specific methods or under specific supervision, and when
sueh THE records are microfilmed., sa*d THE microfi.lm may
be substituted for the original documents and retained in
lieu of the original and the original documenrs may be
destroyed. Fil_m copies, for aIl intents and purposes,
sha1l be considered the sarne as the original document.
t'he central microfilm division sha*it__be__and is he;eby
deened--andi considered a continuance of and successor to
the centralized microfilm departnent henetofe::e estab_
lished by sections g-22L Lo g-22g, wyoming statutes , rg57,
and all the records, machinery, furni_ture, materials and
supplies heretofore in the centralized microfilm depart-
ment hereby become the property of the state archives and
historlcal department.

(h) Maintain necessary facilities for the review of
records approved for destruction and their economical dis-
position by sale, shredding or burning; and supervi.se the
dCStrUCtiON Of PUbliC rCCOrdS KEPT BY STA?E DEPARTMENTS

AND STATE AGENCIES.

\2f2.3. Records r ed to be transferred to state
archivesi purpose of transfer. Alr public records KE'T By
STATE DEPARTMENTS AND STATE AGENCTES, NOt rEqUircd iN thE
current operation of the office where they are mad.e or
kept, and alL records of every agency, commissj_on, conmit_
tee, or any other act'ivity of state, county or muni.cioal

-9- tl B ,st
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government and political sub-Civis*ens SUBDIVISIONS

thereof which may be abolished or discontinued, shall be

transferred to the state archives so that the valuable

historical records of the state may be centralized, made

more widely available, and insured permanent preservation;

or said transfer may be made to a recognized supplementary

depository agency, selected by the board, if such deposi-

tory agency becomes necessary.

9-212.5. Records to remain property of statei out-
going officials t,o deliver records to successori preser-

vation, etc. A11 public records are and shall remain the

property of the state of Wyoming. They shall be delivered

by outgoing officials and employees to their successors

and shall be preserved., stored, transferred, destroyed., or

disposed of, and otherwise managed, onLy in accordance

with the provisions of this-aet LAW.

9-212.6. Records cornmittee created; composition;

salary and expensesi meetings; duties, etc. There j-s

hereby created t,he records committee to be composed of the

director of the archives and historical department, who

shal1 act as chairman and as secretary of the committee,

the attorney general or his appointee, and the state ex;rm-

iner or his appointee. Comlrittee members shall serve

without additional salary, but shall be entitled to

traveling expenses incurred incident to corunittee records.

-10- tJr Sl
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Such expenses sha1l be paid from the appropriations rnade

for operation of their respective departments or offices.

the records committee shall meet upon call by the clnairman

at least once every quarter and as often asr business

dictates. Action by the committee shaLl be by majority

vote and records shall be kept of all oommittee business.

When ttre disposition of records is considered by the

records committee, it shalL ascertain the reconunendations

of the head of the department or the departmental records

officer to whose custody such records have been designated

by law. It chall-be IS the duty of the records cormnittee

to approve, modify or disapprove the recommendations on

retention schedules of all files of public records and to

act upon requests to destroy any public records.?-;rro-

videdT-that lpy modification of a request or re@rurenda-

tion must be approved by the head of Lhe agencry originat-
j-ng ttre request or recomnuendation. IN THE EVENT ANY

PUB],TC RECORDS OF ANY POLITICAL SUBDIVISION HA\E BEEN

l,lrcRoFrtMED oR oTHERI{rSE REPRODUCED, THE POWER OF rHE

COMMITTEE TO SET SCHSDUI-,ES A}iD APPROVS REQUESTS FOR

DESTRUCTION SHATL ONI,Y APPI.,Y TO THE MICROTII,Iq OR OTHER

REPRODUCTIONS, NOT THE RECORDS SO REPRODUCED. The direc*-

tor, upon written request of the department or agencry

head, shall furnish ttre filrn or a copy of the film to be

retained by the department, if such be deemed necessary or

-11 - il8 3l



L97 3

I
2

3

+

5

6

1

I

9

10

11

LI

13

L4

l5

16

L7

l8
L9

20

2L

22

23

24

25

STATE OF WYO}IIT.IG LSA-o73
GWF:kar

expedient by the records comnr:ittee. The archives and his-

torical department. sha1l provide forms, approved by the

records cofiEnittee, upon which it shal.l prepare recommenda-

tions to the committee in cooperation with the records

officer of the department or other agency whose records

are involved.

9-212.7. When public records may be destroyed;

procedure prior to destruction. Official public records of

the state, county and municipal governments and political

sub-div,risicas SUBDMSIONS thereof shall not be destroyed

until they are ten years old or until they are either

photographed, ruicrophotographedr photostatedr cr rePro-

duced on filnr:. OR OTHERWISE COPIED PURSUAIIT TO sEcTIoN

9-2L2.72L. Tbe records committee may approve a depart-

nental written request, upon proper and satisfactory shorv-

ing, that the retention of certain records for a minimum

perj-od of ten years is unnecessar? and uneconomical.

Reco[unendations for t]re destruction or disposition of

office fites and memoranda shall be subrnitted to the

records carrnittee upon approved forms, prepared by the

records officer of the agenqa concerned and the director.

The committee shal-l determine the period of tine that any

offi.ce file or memorandum shall be preserved and may

authorize the division of archives and records manasement

to arrange for its destruction or distrrosition.

-L2- HB 8/
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I8-58. offices and records to be kept at c!!n![
seati exceptions; records open to public insPectioni

removal for purposes of copying' Eacla county officer,

except the county attorney, shall keep his office at the

county seat of his countyr and in ttre office provided by

the county:? If there-be-noae-Ptcvidedz THE COUNTY DOES

NOT PROVIDE AI\i OFFICET thEN AN OFFICE SHALI. BE MAINTAINED

at such place as the board of county commissioners may

direct.T--aad-they ALL COUNTY OFFICERS shall keep thc-lanc

THEIR OFFICES open during ttre usual business hours of each

day, EXCLUDING Sundays. e*eepted?-and All books and papers

required to be in their officesT shall-be ARE oPen to the

examination of any person.;-and If any person or officer

shall neglects to comply with ttre provisions of this

section, he shall forfeit, for each day he so neglects,

the sum of f*ve-dot*ats'{$5?e€} $5. At the discretion of

the officer in clrarge of sa+d ANY documents, he may tempo-

rarily remove any of sa*d THE documents to-the-sentral*aed

n*erof *lm-departneat-f or-the-purFose3-cet,- f orth-ia-seetion

18-?€€57--i{yera*ng--€onrp*}ed--Statute s7 - 19 1 5 7 -as-anended-by

tdaapt cr- &.tt ?7 - 5 ell *ort-5arts - of -Wyon*ng 7 - L9 55 7 - aad -that F ROI'1

THEIR REPOSITORY fOR LAIVFUL REPRODUCTIOTI PURPOSEST AIID

during the period that-sneh-doeulrentr- a!!e- lenoved-ftson- the

offiee-fot-the-prrrpcses-of-this-ae€ OF REMOVALT he shall

not be subject to any penaltY.

-13- // B ,St



L97 3

t

2

3

STATE OF WYOMING LSA-o73
GWF:kar

ner of preserving mapsi recording or filing of deeds,

mortgages and ottrer instrumentsi recording of maps accom-

panyincl deeds and fee therefori unclear documents.

(a) The county clerk shall have custody of, and

safely keep and preserve all the books, records, deeds,

maps and papers AI{D COPIES THEREoF deposited or kept in

his of ficet--ia--thc--eage--of--naps--the--oriEiaail-il*nca

trae*,nEs-shai[]-be- ltept- Errdanaged--and--nnf oided--ia--€i*eo

coaf orniag --to-- the- ciae-of -the-trae*ag 7 -and-priats-of -the

original-traei nEs- shal*- be-nad.e-aseessible- f ot- thc- irte--of

thc-- publiei --he --chailil --ailtc- reeordT -ia-p*aitr-a!t- d*st+net

hand-rr*t*ng7-or-by-€ypitrEr --photostatiagT--pho€cgraphiagT

or--printi,ng- either- in-nhcle-o:r-in- partT- +n-c€*tab*e-boolts

to-be-provided- aad-trept- *n-his-off *ec7-o!-f i*e7-a*1-d.eeds7

rrrortEagccT-naptz- instrurncrits-in-w;i€*ag7- author*aed-by-i[ar

to-be- reeorded-or-{i*ed -in-his-of f ieeT- atrd- itef t--r+th--h+m

for--€hat--trulrposez and shall perfonn aII other duties

reguired of him by law in relation thereto:_"-Ff,ovided-that

1e-photoclat*ag-or- photo graphiag-cysten-chal* --be--ordered

er--installed-by-sa*d-eilerkT -rithcut- pr*cr-approval-of -the

board-of-eoBity-eonnr*ssiciera; ALL DEEDS, MoRTGAGES, AIID

OTHER INSTRUMENTS IN WRTTING, AUTHORTZED BY LAW TO BE

RECORDED OR FIIED IN HIS OFFICE, AI'ID LEFT WITH THE COUNTY

CLERK FOR THAT PURPOSE SHALL EITHER BE:

t+
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18-123, Custodian ublic records and
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(i) RECORDED IN PTAIN OR DISTINCT EAI{DWRIT-

rNG, OR BY TYPTNG, PHOTOSTATTNG,

PHOIOGRAPHTNG, PRTIfTING OR OTHERWTSE

REPRODUCTNG, ETTHER rN WHOTE OR IN PART,

IN SUITABLE BOOKS; OR

RACORDED ON MICROFIT,I,I, MTCROCARDS, OR

OTIIER PERMANENT RECORD RETENTION MEDIUM.

ALL MICROFLLMTNG, MICROPHOTOGRAPHIC,

PHOROSTATIC, PHOTOGRAPHTC OR OTHER

REPRODUCTIVE PROCESSES SHALI, BE INSfI.

TUTED A}'ID USED PURSUAT{T TO SECTION

9-2L2.72L. MAPS IIAY SITHER BE RECoRDED

AS ABOVE PROVIDED OR TI{E COUI{TY CLERK

MAY, rF COPYTNG rS NOT TIKELY TO PROVIDE

A SATISFACTORY RECORD, KEEP THE ORIG-

INAT.S OR TRACINGS THEREOF, UNDAMAGSD AI{D

ui{FoLDED, A ID il,lAKE PRINTS AVATLABLE FOR

PUBLIC USE.

Any deed containing a metes and bounds descrip-

be reqcrded may be accompanied by a map prepared
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(ii )

(b)

tion to

in complianee with current statutes and delineating the

land described j-n such deed, and if a map delineating the

land has been previously recorded then the deed may set

forth the book-and-page reference of To the said recorded

map. The county clerk shal1 charge a fee of $2;09 for

-15- t|631
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record,ing maps subrniitted in accordance with this section.

{b} (c) Whenever the text of a doclment presented

for record is legible but is not sufficiently clear to
produce a readable photographie-reeord COPY, the county

clerk shall require the person presenting it for record to

substitute a clear original or a legible true copy of the

original document, or the county clerk may Prepare a true

copy of tlre document by handwriting or typewriting and

attachr the same to the original as a part of the docunent

for making the permanent photographic record. the county

clerk sha1l charge a fee of f*fty-eeats-t$e:59) $.50 per

ene-hundred 100 words for preparing sueh a true copy.

(END)

-16- t4 831



LSA-073/SC
TiiE LEGISLATURE OF TI{E STATE OF I.IYOIIII.JG

January 30, L973

rntroduced by: Jori-lr coRPoRATrot{s, trLEcrrol.is AI,ID porrrrcAl, suBDrvrsroNs
}NTERII.I COT{MITTEE

i{r. Speaker:

Your Committee i.Io. 7 on Corporations, Elections andPolitical Suboivisiors to whom wa
@e back to the Fiouse with therecommendat,ion that it Doo pAss with the foL10wing stand-ing committee amendments:

Delete the entire
follovring bill:

original bill and insert the

for
1 trU AcA to cxeate secti.o$ 9-212.-lz1: to arenil sectiotrs

2 1-175, 5-141, 9-212.7, 18-58 aad 1B-123 of the statutes

3 rel.ating to recoriling, storag€, preservation, inspection,

4 reprod.uction anil disposal of public records; authoriziog

5 political sobdivisions of tbe state to ciispose of orig-
6 inals or copies of public records after reproduction;

? defioing poli,tical subdivisions; and specifyiag conilitions

I and procedures for reproducing and disposing of public

9 records.

t0

1'l

12

13

14

't5

t6

17

BE If E}IICISD BY TAE LBGISLITUI{8 Of fHC StATE Of TTOillI{G:

Sestios 1. Sectioe 9-212.7:1 of the statutes is

created to read:

*2!2.!:1. _-!,e€!si!i€si repEs{_usllss __of_p!!.!ic
recogdgg_qisposal e!-esigiggISi-reggrgi-ag_dgggrgAls: gon=

sultatign :__sgor40e__an4_publlgjgsBecllgsi_qler! of dis-
tric t cgtrr!; iscoasisteg!_!9gis13liqn=

{a} As used ia this sectioa,

-t-
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sionn ceass any couoty, nunicipality, special ilistrict or

any cther local governeeot eati-ty of the state of llyoning..

(b) loy departuent, ageocy, board or i.atliviilual of

any political subdivision of the state ray, subJect to tbe

provisioos of this section, ci.th the approval of the gov-

erniag body of tbe politi.cal subdivision, record or copl

by any nicrofilni-ng, uicrophotographic, photographic,

photostatic or other pernaneot reproductive device aDI

poblic recordr os defineil in section 9-2 12.1(c) of the

statutes, rbich the depaf,tuent, agency, board or indi-

viilual of the political subdivision records, keeps,

retains, or is by lar, f,ule or regulation requireil to

record, keep or retain for a period of years or perra-

nently. The ci.crofilo, nicrophotograpb, photograph,

photostat or other persaaent reproduction is aleered the

origi.nal or of,ficial copy of tbe pubU.c recorcls so repro-

duced for all prrposes. If any departueat, agency, board

or iailividual of any poli-tical subdivision is reguirerl to

record. any rriting or docroent in books or oB other forns,

the recorili-ng Eay be done ilirectly onto aicrof ile,
uicrophotograph or other peraaoent storage nedius in U.eu

of the other cequired forn of recordation aqd shall coc-

stj-tute coopli-ance rith any such requireeent. A Easter

negati-ve of aicroti.ln or Bicropbotographs shall be sade

vhenever any such process is used to r€produce public
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-records yitb the intent of disposio3 of the original or

copies of the origi.nal. The saster negative slall be seut

to the di-rector of tbe state archi-ves aad historical

departuett. one copy of all aaster negatives sball be

retaiaerl by the governtretrtal eatity or officer having cus-

tody of the rritings or pap€f,s thus recorderi or copiecl as

the offi.cial cop1.

{c) If any docusent is presented for recording or

notatio! ia public records the docuEent shall, after

recordiug, be returned to the party fros rbon it aas

received. ff the garty caosot be locat€d or refuses to

accept it, tbe docuoeot snal1 be ilisposecl of in accorilance

rith section 9-2 12.6 of the statutes.

{d} Prj.or to aalol.ting any sicrofilsing, nicrophoto-

graphic, pbotographic, photostatic or other reproiluctlre

process, the goveraiag body of a poli.tical subilivisioo

shall coasult sitb tbe tlirector of the state archives an<l

historical departnent. If aay of the public r€coras rhich

ar€ reprocluced pursuaot to this s€ction are geruanent

recorcls or are, nnder the lars, rules or regulations in
effect at tbe tiae of reproiluction, reguired to be trass-

ferreil at a later clate to aBy ageocy or departnent of the

state, the particular aicrofiluicg, niccophotographic,

photographic, photostatic or otber reprodacti-ve process

sbal1 be approved by the ilirector of the archj-yes aad his-

1
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3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

t1
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torj-cal ilepartneat as one chich clearly asd accurately

nakes copies that rj.ll last the tiee thel are to be lrept,

or cao be subsegueatly reproduceil cithout distortions tbat

substautially affect their legilility.
(€, If the origiaal docuaents are clisposeil of as

allorea by 1ar, the set of official qicrofiln retained by

the local govef,aa€ntal entity or official shall be storeil

in a safe place aud protecteil fros destruction. The offi-

cial sicrofiln sha1l, honeyer, be avaj-lable to the pcb).ic

for inspectioa in the sac+ Eanaer as the original docu-

leats roulil haye b€€r, and sufficieut uicrofils and aicro-
photograpaic reailers or otber suitable devices shall be

avai-lab1e to tbe public to peruit inspectioo.

(f) The clerk of ilistrict couEt shal1 aot aicro-

fi1a, nicrophotograph, pbotograph, photostat or otberuise

reprodqrce, for official record purposes, tbe files of anl

actioo or proceeiliag kept ia his off,ice until five years

have lapsed sisce the iaitial filiag ia the action or pro-

ceeiling. Hoyever, the clerk of district court is not pre-

cludeil fron aaiing certifieii or other copies of docuneats

in his otfice for indiyidrals or officials-

{S} In recording, teproclncing or copying any public

records as authorized by tbis section and in disposi:tg of

tbe originals or copies, no restrictiors or provisions of

lar regarding recortlingl reproducing or copying, or the

t
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I
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di-spositioa at originals or copies iaconsistest vith the

provisious hereof shall be applicable to the goeernueotal

entitl or its officers, agents and €sployees.

SectioB 2. Sectioos l-t?5, 5-141, 9-212.'I , 18-58 aail

18-1 23 of the statutes are aeenileil to read:

1-175.__Bse of _Bbolgggaphig_coples_g!_lusloess and

public_recorils as egldgngg. If any business, iastitution,
eeaber of a professi,on or cal-linge or aol clepartaent or

ageBcl/ of. STITE goyertrEetlt' oR Of AaY P0LITICAL SUB0IYI-

SIOII Of ?HB SfAfg in the regular course of business or

activity has kept or recordeil aay Eenorandur, rriting,
entry, print, repces€ltation or cosbination thereof, of

any act, tlaasaction, occurreBc€ or €vebt. acd in the

regrlar course of busin€ss bas caused any or a1l of the

saae to be recorileil, copied or reproduceil by ary photo-

graphic, photostati.c, nicrofifa, ni-crocard, siniature
ghotographi-c, or otber process chich accurately r€produces

or forns a ilurable rediuc for so reprocluciag the orlginal,
the original nal be destroyeal in tfoe regular course of

business unless beld in custodial or fiduciary capacity or

ucless its preservatj-on is reguireil by lay. Yben tbe

scale or ilioeasioa of such reproduction is of the essence,

such scale sborn in appropriate ua1ts, Eng.lish Eeasure,

shall be cLearly and accurately represent€il thereoa. Sucb

r€pEoduction, rtren satisfactorily iilentified, is as adcis-
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sibl€ in eviilence as tbe original itself in any juilicial

or ailninistrative proceedi.ag, rhether the original is ia

existence or not, and enlargeneut or facsiri..l.e of such

reprocluction is likeeise adpissible in eviilence if the

original reprocluctioa is in eristence anil avaiiable for

iaspectioo uncler clirection of court. the introrluction of

a *epre*aee4 SSPEODUCSD record, anlargnent or facsisile
iloes not preclude adnissior of the ori-ginal.

!:!g 1 . _ t u t y _of - _cl gr k _lglilg_ggd. _pge se Evg_eggeEg;

got lg_peguit peprs tg bg laheS frgg_ ggt'igei__exggpgton:

liability oa bond for violation of sectioni transsigsion

of papers to attoraey in ditferent countv, etc. The clark

shall file togetber aad carefully pres€rve in his office,
all pap€rs delivered to hin for that purpose io every

actioa or proc€€ding. He shall not pernit tbe s+f4 papers

to be taken fron his office ercept to be used at a sesaion

of the court or upoa legal process, aacl be shall be liable
upoa his official bond to the party sufferi-ng injury on

accou$t of any violatioa of this section.i*pre+i<le&7 lhis
section shall not apply to satters i! Probate---e*iL--p*€-

+i@ ggon the order of the judge of the

district, the clerk salr tf,aasnit by erpress or registerecl

nail7 to an attoruey of the statey appeariag ia the action

or proceeiliag, rbo resi.des in a different coutrtyT or a*ay

froe the connty seat, sucb original fi1es7 as are not
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represeutecl by copies ia the clerkts ofiice, asal the clerk

shal1 take the attorney.s receipt for each paper in each

case. BOTHIHG III TffIs SSCTIOII SHII.L LIIII? OR P&OHIBTT TIIS

CLEEK FBOfl ilICEOFILUIrlG PAPEBS ril EIS OrFrCE, DTSPOSIdG OF

TFC OSTSITALS rr{ ACCOBDANCS rrtts sECr:Ot 9-212.6 0F fflS

STITU1SS AilD NETAIHIfG TES OFFICIAL UICROTILH IH I.IEU 03

TsE O&IGMAL PTPERS PuRsuexf To sBctloll 9-212.7:1 or THs

STA?UTES.

2=?7?.1,. fhen pgblic_ gecords E4I__!e aleglfole<li

proceilure_plior to destruclion. Of,ficiaI public records

of the state, county arrd Eunicipa1 goyer$netrts and polit-

ical srb-Ai-+'isi.e*s SUBDIYISIONS thereof shall *€S be

ees++efe+ DISPOSED oF If ACCOADAIICE flIfB sEc?Iots 9-212.6

oF THE STlfgTgS. until th€lr -Fe-+e+ fea-s eld €+ l}*G+l

+}g1r--a;le---+i+&+r--p*e*e9*ep*e{7-riereplo+egra"be*r
phetestateilr er -epredueeil -€* €++rr Tbe recorils coanittee

!a? appf,ove a departBeetal rritten reguest, upon pf,oper

ancl satisfactory shoring, that the f,eteotion of certain

records for a aiaisun period of tetr years is unoecessarl

anil uneconoaicaL. Secoaaendati-ons for the ilestruction or

disposition of office files aocl cesoranda shall be subqit-

ted to the recortls cosuittee upotr approvecl forrs, prepared

by the recorcls off.icer of the ag€nc1 cortce.raed anil the

ilirector. The coaoitte€ shall d.eterpine the perioil of

tiue tbat any office file or aerorandua sha1l be preserved

1

2

3

r.f
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and nal authorize tbe divi.sion of arcbiYes and r€cords

aaoagenetrt to arrange for its alestruction or ilisposition.

fll-58. offlggg_agd TeSS.EEC*_3s__be__kgsr_ at__ggggl1

sgg!: eEggptions: _Eecgrals_ opep__!e_ Bubllg _ilspgclioni
resolg!_I-er_pggposes of__copyi-$sg Eactr county officer,
€xcept the co{nty attorney, shal1 keep bis office at the

county seat of bis couaty, e*e in the office provitlecl by

the countyg+ Lf +ee+e-@ THS COU$fI DOES

trOT PEOYIDE EH {}FFICEs thetr AX 0FFICE SaAI.L BE leInTAIllEI)

at such place as the boaril of county coaoissioners lalt

ilirect.T-a*4-*$ea AII CO0}{T! OFFICEBS shall keep t}e--e*re

THEIR OEFICSS op€n iluring the usual busisess bours of

each d,ay, EXCL0DING SuRrlalsg e*eep+e*z-+*4 A1l. books and

papers requiretl to be ia tbeir officesz-sball-be AnE oPen

to the exarination o"f any persoa=7-ead If ary person or

officer s$alt ueglect to conply cith the proyi.sioas of

this sectioa, he shall forfei.t, for each tlay he so

neglects, the sup of +++e--do1++es--(5-gSf S:. *t.tb€

4kes,et*erc€ the ofticer ia charge of p**d Ll{Y docrn€ots7

l.e eay tenporarj-Iy resove any of €a44 TflE docuneats *s-+!e

Mep+F+ss*t_€e€-+be-p*=gtes'es--se+
ter€$-**.-see+i€* II a805r-xte.iin -*ta+e+esr-++a5r
+s-er€sCe&-bt-€$a?+€r-{''4"r-ses

a**-€5a$ rEo6 TIIELB SEPOSI1OBI fo8 LA*rUL tBPBoDUctION

PUBP0SES. lilD duriag tbe period glat-el*eh-*eetre*ts-ase
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*er€+eiHrF€*-+$e-e€f*ee-$o+-*5e-p*ryre*es-e€--€&is-*Et oF

RBI{OYAL4 he shall not be subject to aay peaa}ty.

18=L23. custodias_e€-eg&1ic_recog3ls-aglLpapers: Beo:

ner of pEgsegginq _Egps: _Eecorcligg or_E!IlSS_s!._deg4s.

Egrtqaggs agd otheg_iasgEggg.alEi recogclinq_st gapg_ accon-

paaviag_{geds_ggd fge lherefog;-uaglear docugeals.

{a) the county clerk shall have custody of, anil

safeLy keep and pr€serve all tbe booksr records, deedst

aaps ard papers AND COPIIS TIIESEOF d.eposited or kept in

his of f icer-A*-tbe_gas€--€'f---{+?€--tlne-eei+i-*a+-+i*e*

tras**96_s$a+}-5€-*ep++re@i*--€ilee
€te**s*ei;eg-+e +be

e*ig''i+af-t+a -€es-+he**€e--s€
+ee-- -prre+ier-.he--eb+l}--alee-se€esdr_i+.*P++i*-e.+-itis+**e+
ba*4-+ei!i*9?-eF--blr-t+P**gr--Phet€€+a+i*97-"l€+eg€a?hi++r

eF-gFi@e*e-er-i*-par+z-i*-eei+*$,}e-5eeks

@i.*-bi-s-e€Fic+r-e*-$i*er-**+-aeeasz
re*Se.t€s?-*ap€7-+rs+€**€*te-in- **i***g;-ae+heci'ce*-l*-+a*

te--be-eeee=ito&-e+-***eC-**-b*s-egf ,ie+r-a*C-+rs*+--+$f h.--hil

@ an{ shall perfort all other duties

reguired of bin by lar in relatiotr thereto=y-g+e+ide,i}-+bet

ryh€+es++ti*gi-e*-p}ro+eg€+?5i*g--s1s+er-eba+f --be--eree*ee
er--ircge1*ea gf said elerer ief,-+pp=o+++-eg-+le

,beae€-o*-ee*+SF€e}n"i€si'€{*€F6.- ALL DEEOS, UORtCAG3ST AXD

otHsR rllstRultEilts I$ g8rrrilc, agtcoRrESD gr Llfl ?o BE
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RnconoED oa FrIED ril gI5 o39rce, aBD LEFT [rTA TfIE COUN?!

CI,ENX FOB TIIA1 PURPOSE sffALL EIITIER SE!

{i} BBCOSDSD ril ptlrti os Drstrfct taltDr8rt-

rHc, 08 Bt TYPIXG, PSOTOSTATTIG,

pfloTocSaPHIlfc, PAI$TIlt€ OR OTfiSB[I5E

REPRODUCIIG, EITffEB IX flrOL,E OB :l{ PA8T,

Ifi SUITABLE BOoliS; oB

{iil &scoRoED oH [rcBorll.g, ]rrcBocARDs, oR 0THER

PENHANEXT SSCON' SETEIITIOil IEDIUA. }LL

dtcioFILuIdc, tsIcnoPHoTo6SePflIc, PsoIo-

stttrc, PsofoGBAPHrc on ofHEB aEPRoD{tc-

IIYE PSOCSSSSS SgAI.l BE IIISTITUfED },ilD

U5€D ?ORsUelIT To sEcfIoH 9-212-721. BI,PS

HAI EITflE8 B8 RECOAOED A5 ABO1TE PNOVTDEO

oR taE coutsTy cLEt{ tel, rf coPrritG rs

IO? LIKEI.I TO PSOYIDE A SATISTICTOBT

gEcoSD, KEEP T88 ORIGI$ALS OA fRACTNGS

fIIEfiEOt, Ul{DAfitGED eilD UltFOLDgD, trD ittKE

PSII{TS IYAIIIBI,E FOA PUBI,IC OSE.

Jlt Aly deed contaiaing a aetes aoil bouatls descrip-

tion to be recorded nay be accorpanied by a rap preparei

in conpliance rith currert statutes anil deliaeating the

laad ilescri.beil ia sucb deed, and if a nap clelioeating the

Iaud bas beeo previously recordeil then the ileed nay set

forth the Seele-++4-gege reference €4 To the ea*'* recordeal
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1 nap. The county ci-erk shall charge a fee of $2 for
2 recordiag aaps suboitted in accorilanc* vith this section.

3 {b} (c) I{henerer the tert of a docunent pre$eBt€il for
4 record is 1egible but is not sufficiently clear to proiluce

5 a readable pb+egf,a?bi-e--€€€€+4 coPY, the countl clerk

6 shall reguire th€ p€rsoo pr€senting it for recor<l to sub-

? stitute a clear originaL or a legible true copy of the

S ori.ginal docunent, or tbe county clerf EaI prepare a true

9 copy of the docunent by bandrriting or typerri.ting and

10 attach the sa[e to the original as a part of the clocrneat

11 for nating the pernarest pbotographic recoril. The countlr

12 clerk sLall cbarge a tee of W $.59 per

t3 e*e-$r*d*ed 109 rorils for prepariag sneb a true copy.

14 {Enel

- l't -



r97 3 STATN OF

HCUSE BILL

public records.

I{YO},1ING

NO. 31

LSA-07 3/ENG

r,ticrof ilming

Introduced by: JOI.\T CORPORATIO}IS, ELECTIOI\]S AND
POLITICAL SIJBDTVISIO}]S INTERIM COI4MITTEE

A BTLL

for

AN ACT to create section 9-2L2.7:l; to arnend sections

1-175, 5-141, 9-2L2.7, 18-58 and 18-123 of the statutes

relating to recording,, storage, preservation, inspection,

reproduction and disposal of pubJ-ic records; authorizing

pol-itical subdj-visions of the state to dispose of orig-

inals or copies of public recor<ls after reproductioni

defining political subdivisionsi and specifying conditions

and procedures for reproducino and disposinc of public

records.

BE IT NNACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF TI]E STATE OF WYOI,I]TNG:

Section l. Section 9-2L2.7tL of the statutes is

created to read:

9-212.7:1. D.f

sultation; storage and public inspectioni clerk of dis-

trict court; inconsistent legislation.
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records; disposal of originalsi returning documentsi con-
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(a) .4s used in this section, "Political subdivision"

means anv county, municipality, special district or any

other local government entity of the state of trtyoming.

(b) Anlz department, agency, board or individual of

any political subdivision of the state rnay, subject to the

provisions of this section, with the approval of the gov-

erning body of the political subdivision, record or copy

by any microfilrning, microphotographic, photographic,

photostatic or other permanent reproductj-ve device any

public record, as d.efined in section 9-212.I(c) of the

statutes, which the department, aqency, hoard or indi-
vidual of the political subdivision records, keeps,

retains, or is by 1aw, rule or regulation required to

record, keep or retain for a period of years or perna-

nently. The microfilmy microp-rhotograph, photograoh,

photostat or other permanent reproduction is deemed the

oriqinal or official cooy of the public record.s so repro-

duced for all purposes. ff any department, ag'ency, board

or individual of any political subrlivision is required to

record any wri-ti-ng or document in books or on other forms,

the recordinq may be done directly onto microfilm,

microphotograph or other permanent storaqe medium in lieu
of the other required forrn of recordation and shall con-

stitute compliance r.ri th any such requirement. A mast.er

negative of microfilm or mJ-crophotographs sha1l be made

I
2

3

r+

5

6

B

9

10

11

T2

13

t4

15

l6

I7

1B

19

2o

21

22

23

.)t,

25

-2-



1973 STATE OF r+lYOi{I}{G LSA-07 3

r,rhenever any such process is used to reproduce public

records with the intent of disposing of the oriqinal or

copies of the original . The master negative shall be sent

to the director of the state archives anC historical
department. One copy of all master neqatives sha1l be

retained by the governmental entity or officer havinq cus-

tody of the writinqs or papers thus recorded or copied as

the official copy,

(c) ff any docunr.ent is rrresented for recording or

notation in publj-c records the document shall, after
recording, be returned to the party from vrhom it \fas

received. If the party cannot be located or refuses to
aecept it, the clocument shall be rlisposed, of in accordance

with section 9-212.6 of the statutes.
(d) Prior to adoptinq any microfilming, microphoto-

graphic, photographic, photostatic or other reproductive

process, the governing body of a political subd.ivision

sha11 consult with the director of the state archives and

historical department. If any of the public records whieh

are reproduced pursuant to this section are permanent

records or are, under the 1aws, rules or recrulations in
effect at t.he time of reproduction, recrui::ed to he trans-
ferred at a later date to any agency or <lepartrnent of the

state, the particular microfilming, ni-cronhotooraphic,

photogranhic, photostatic or other rept:oductive process
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shal1 be approved by the director of the archives and his-
torical departnent as one which clearlv and accurately

mal<es copies that will last the time they are to he kept,

or can be subsequently reproduced without distortions that
suirstantially affect their J-egibi1ity.

(e) ff the origrinal Cocuments are disposed of as

allowed by law, the set of official microfiln retained. by

the 1ocal governmental- entity or official shall be stored

in a safe place and protected frorn destruction. The offi-
cial microfil-m shall, however, be available to the public

for inspection in the same manner as the original docu-

ments would have been, and sufficient microfilm and micro-
photographic readers or other: suitable devices shall be

available to the public to perr''rit inspection.
(f) The clerk of district court shall not microfilm,

microphotoqraph, photograph, photostat or otherwise repro-

duce, for official record purposes, the files of any

action or proceeding kept in his office until five years

have lapsed. since the initial filinq in the action or pro-

ceeding. Ilowever, the clerk of district court is not pre-

cluded from makinq certified or other copies of documents

in his office for individuals or officials.
(S) fn recording, reproducing or copying any pubJ-ic

records as authorized by Lhis section and in disposing of
the oriqinals or copies, no restrictions or provisions of
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Iarrr regarding recording, re!:roducing or copying, or the

disposition of origi-nals or copies inconsi-stent wiLh the

provisions hereof shal1 be applicable to the governmental

entity or its officers, agents and em.oloyees.

Section 2. Sections 1-175, 5-141, 9-2L2.7, l8-58 and

18-123 of the statutes are arnende<l to read:

1-l-75. Use of photographic copies of business anC

public records as evidence. If any business, institution,
rnember of a nrofession or calling, or any department or

agency of STATE g'overnment, OR oF AllY POLfTICAL SUBDIVI-

SION OF THE STATE in the regular course of business or

activity has kept or recorded any nr.emorandurn, writingr,

entry, print, representation or combination thereof, of

any act, transaction, occurrence or event, and in the

regular course of business has caused any or all of the

same to be recorded, copied or reproduced by any photo-

graphic, photostatic, microfilrr, rnicrocard, miniature

photographic, or other process which accurately reproduces

or forns a durable medium for so reproducing the oriqinal ,

the original may be destroyed in tl're regular course of

business unless held in custodial or fiduciary capacity or

unless its preservation is required by 1aw. T'lhen the

scale or dirnension of such reproduction is of the essence,

such scale shorvn in aporopriate units, English measure,

shall- be clearly and accurately represented thereon. Such
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reproduction, when satisfactorily identified, is as admis-

sible in evidence as the original itself in any judicial

or administrative proceeding, whether the r:riginal is in

existence or not, and enlarqenent or facsimile of such

reproduction is likewise acbnissible in evidence if the

original reproduction is in existence and available for

inspection under direction of court. The introduction of

a repredueed REPRODUCED record; enlargment or facsimile

does not preclude admission of the original.

5-141. Duty of clerk to file and preserve papersi

no! to perrnit papers to be taken from officei exceptioni

liability on bond for violation of section; transmission

of papers to attorney in different county, etc. The clerk

shall file together and carefully preserve in his office,
all papers delivered to him for that purpose in every

action or proceeding. l1e shal1 not pernit the sa+d papers

to be taken from his office except to be used at a session

of the court or upon leqal process, ancl he shall be liaL:le

upon his official bond to the party suffering injury on

account of any violation of this section.i-providedT qhis

section shall not apply to natters in probate.-and-pre-

v:lded7-€urther7-that Upon the order of the judge of the

district, the clerk may transmit by express or registered

inail7 to an attorney of the stateT appearing in the action

or proceeding, who resides in a different counly7 or away

- 6-
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from the countlt seaL, such original filesT as are not

represented by copies in the clerkrs office, and the clerk

shall- take the attorney's receipt for each paper in each

case. NOTHING IN THIS SECTION SHAI.I, I,Ii.4IT OR PROHTBIT THE

CTERK FROM I.{ICROFILMING PAPERS II.{ HIS OFFICE, DISPOSING OF

THE ORIGINALS IN ACCORDANCE VflTIl SECTIO}i 9-2L2.6 OF THE

STATUTES AND RNTAIIdI}]G THE OFFICIAL I,IICROFILI,I IN LIEU OF

THE ORIGINAL PAPERS PURSUAT\IT TO SECTTOII 9-212.7:1 OF TI{E

STATUTES.

rocedure prior to d.estructioq. Official public records

of the st.ate, county and municipal oovernments and polit-
ical sub-d*vis*ans ST.IBDfVISIOIIS thereof sha1l lnot be

desfre5red DISPOSED OF IN ACCORDANCIT T{ITH SECTION 9-212.6

OF THE STATUTBS. unt**-bhe7-are-tetr-vears-eild-er-uat:i*

they- - -are---either-- --phelegrapheCT----raierepheteErapheCT

lrheteotatedT-er-repredtreed-en-€iitnr The records committee

may approve a departmental written request. upon proper

and satisfactory showing, that the retenticn of certain
records for a minimum period of ten years is unnecessary

and uneconomical. Recommendations for the destruction or

d.isposition of office files and memoranda shal1 be submit-

ted to the records committee upon approved forms, prepared

by the records officer of the agenclf concerned and the

director. The committee shall determine the period of
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time that any office fil"e or memorandum shall be preserved

and rnay authorize the divi.sion of archives and records

management to arrange for its d.estruction or disposition.

18-58. Offices and records to be kept at county

seati exceptionsi records open to public inspectioni

removal for purposes of copying. Each county officer,
except the county attorney, shall keep his office at the

county seat of his county, and in the offj-ce provided by

the countyz, If. there-be-nene-Fr6tr*ded7 THE COUNTY DOES

IIOT PROVTDE Al.I OFFICE, then AIJ OFFICE SHALL BE I,IAINTAII,IED

at such place as the board of county commissioners may

direct.z--aad-lhey ALI-, COUNTY OFITICHRS sha11 keep the-sarae

THEfR OFFfCES open during the usual br:siness hours of each

day, FXCLUDf!{G Sundays. exeeptedT-aad AI1 books and papers

required to be in their officesT-shal*-be ARE open to the

examination of any person.T-aid If any person or officer
sha*I neqlect to comply with the provisions of this
section, he sha1l forfeit, for each clay he so neglects,

the sum of €ive-de}lars-{5;e0} $5. At-the--diserellien--e€

The officer in charge of sa:id A'l\lY doculitentsT-he may tempo-

rarily remove any of said TUE documents to-lhe-eentralieed
:r*ere€*ln-depa=tnelrt-€ef -the-pnrpescs-set-f erth-in-seebiea
+9-egeCr--Wyening--€enp*led--8€atntesT-*9457-as-anended-bj:

ehapter-+477-9essien-Lans-ef -ltyeningT-19557-and-that FROM

THEIR RHPOSIToRy FOR LAT.IFUL REPRODTICTION PURPOSES, &'\\D
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during the period that-sneh-deeunents-are-renoved-€ren-lhe

ef€:iee-fer-the-purpeses-ef-th*s-aet OF REI{CVAL, he shall

not be subject to any penalty.

18-l-23. Custodian of public records and papers; man-

ner of preserving maps; recording or filing of deeds,

mortgages and other instrumentsi recording of maps accom-

ganying deerls anC fee therefor; unclear documents.

(a) The county clerk shaLl have custody of, and

safely keep and preserve all the booksr records, deeds,

maps and papers AtlD COPTES THEREOF depositetL or kept in
his officer--in--the--ease--ef--naps--the--eriEina*-linea

trae*ngs-shal*-be-kept-undanaged--and--uaf s*ded--*a--f iles

eenf erniag--te- -the-s+?e-e€-the-traeingT-andl-pr*nts-e€-the
eriE*aal-trae*rrgs-sha11-be-raade-aeeessib*e-f or-the-use- -e€

the--publieT--he--sha**--alse-reeerdT-*a-p*a*n-er-d*st*net

hand-writ*ng7-er-by-typ{ng7--phetestatingT--photegraph*ng7

er- -printiag-e ither- in-whe*e-or-ia-;rart7-ia-str*table-beelcs

t€-be-previded-aad-kept-*a-h*c-of €iee7-er-€**e7-a**-deedsT

Fi6r lga ge s7 -Rapa 7 -{nstrHrients - *11-wr*t*ttsz-atrtherized-by-taw

!a-be-reeerded-er-€iled-ia-his-o€f ieer -and-ile€t--w*th--hin
fer--that--lrlirlresez and shall perforra all other duties

reguired of him b1' law in relation thereto.T-prey*ded-thaL

ae-;rhetesla! iag-er-pholeqraph*ng- systera- shal*- -be--erdered

er- -instal*ed-by-said-etrerk7-witheut-prier-appr€va+-of -the
beard-ef-eeun!!'-eerara*ss*ehers; ALL DEEDS, ploRTGAGEiS, R'iD

-9-
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OTHER INSTRUMEITTS I}.I I..trRITING, AUTIiORIZED BY I,Ahl TO Btr

RECORDED OR FILED I}T HIS OFFICE. AI.iD LEFT WITH THE COUNTY

CLERK FOR T}]AT PURPOSE SHALL EITIIER BE:

(i) RECORDED IN PLAI}I OR DISTINCT HANDI.IRIT-

r}:IG, OR BY TYPIl'trG, PHOTOSTATING,

PHOTOGRAPHTNG, PRINTTNG OR OTHARI'ITSE

F€PRODUCING, EITHER IN !.'T{OI.,E OR IIII PART,

IN SUITABLE BOOKS; OR

(ii) RECORDED ON MrClrOFrLlr, I{TCROCARDS, OR

OTHER PER}T4}TE]\1T PJCCRD RETET.ITTO}tr MEDIUII,I.

ALL FllCR,OFILMINGT I.TfCROPHOTOGRAPHIC'

PHOTOSTATTC. PHOTOGR,APHIC OR OTHER

REPRODUCTIVE PROCESSES SIIALL BE INSTI-

TUTE:D AND USF]D PURSUA}iIT TO SBCTIO.N

9-212.7:1. },IAPS MAY EITHER BE RECORDED

AS ABOVE PITOVIDED OR T}IE COUNTY CLERK

l4AY' fF COPYI:'IG fS NOT TIKELY TO PIIOVIDE

A SATTSFACTORY RECORD, KEEP THE ORTG-

rNALS OR TRACINGS THEREOF, UNDAI'IAGED Al{D

UNFOLDIID, Ar\D }'.!AKE PP.IIITS AVAfLABLE FOR

PUBLIC USE.

(b) Any deed containing a rnetes and bounds descrip-

tion to be recorded may be accompanied hy a map prepared

in compliance rvith current statutes and delineating the

land descrihed i-n such deed, and if a !..rao delineatinq the
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land has been previously recordecl then the deeC :ttay set

forth the beeh-and-page reference e€ To the said recorded

map. The county clerk shall charge a fee of $2 for

recordS-ng maps submitted in accordance with this section.

{b} (c) Whenever the text of a document presented for

record is legible but is not sufficiently clear to produce

a readable phebegraohie--reeerd COPY, the county clerk

sha1l require the person presenting it for record to sub-

stitute a clear original or a- legibLe true copy of the

original- document, or tile county clerk may prepare a true

copy of the document by handwriting or typervriting and

attach the sane to the oriqinal as a part of the document

for nnakinq the permanent phctograohic record. The county

clerk shall charqe a fee of €ifty-eents-{Sga5e} $. so per

eae-hundred 100 words for r:reparinq sueh a true copv.

(ElrD)

-11 -
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Introduced by:

I1r. Speaker:

Your Committee ilo. 7
Political Suboivisions to whom
respecttuLLy reports same ;.ack
recommendation that iL DOO PASS
ing conrnittee amendments !

!)elete the entire original bill and insert thefollovring bill:
foE

llt lct to create section 9-212.721:' to aneail sectioBs

1-175, 5-141,. 9-212.7, 18-58 and 1B-123 of the statutes

relating to recoriling, storage, preservation, inspection,

reprorluction antl disposal of public records; authorizing

political subili.visions ot the state to clispose of orig-

inals or copies of pubU.c records after reproduction;

defining political subilivisions; aod specifying concli.tions

and procedures for reproducing and disposlng of public

records.

BE IT EUTCTSD BT TSE LEGISLIIUBE Of fHN StAfE OF HTOIIHG:

section 1. sectioo 9-212.721 of the statutes is
created to read:

!=2 1 2,! z 1'. 

-gegsi 
t i csi- r gppjlCs!!sq--- of --p.!b.IiS.

recggtlEi_{isposql o! orig!q4!g;_retgggiqg-dgggggglsi gon:

su lta tien : _-st or aqe--a gd_-pg!!ie ! ggpgslio4g-g lgrb-gt !iE-
tric!_co g5li inc onslstgq!_!eqisLqtign.

(a) ls used iu this section,

LSA-073/SC
TiiE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF WYOI.II}JG

January 30, 1973

Jori'lr coRPoRATrol{s, DlEcrrolis At{D PoLrrrcAL suBDrvrsroNs
INTERIM COi'{MITTEE

on Corporations, Elections
was referred H. B; lio. 3I
to the House with the
with the followinq stancl-
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siontr neans any county, nunicipality, special district or

arl other local goyernnent entily of the state of Hyoning.

(b) Aqy d€partrnent, agetrcy, board or iadividual of

any political subiliyision of tbe state eay, subJect to the

provisions of tbis secti.on, vith the approval of the gov-

erning body of tbe political subdivision, record or copy

bI atry nicrofihing, nicropbotographic, photographic,

photostatic or otber perEanetrt reproductive device aIIy

public record, as ilef ineil in section 9-2 12.'l (c) of the

statutes, yhich tbe departqeot, agency, hoard or indi-
viilual of the political subdivision records, keeps,

retains, or is by lar, rule or regulation reguireil to

record, keep or retain for a perioil of years or perFa-

rently. the ni-crofiln, licrophotograph, photograph,

photostat or other peraaaert reproiluctioo is deeced tbe

original or official copy of the public records so repro-

duced for all purposes. If any departnent, ageocy, board

or iodiyi-dual of any political subdivision is reguired to

record any rri-ting or docuoent in books or on other forus,
the recordiug Day be done directly onto aicrofilo,
nicrophotograph or other perDatrent storage nediun in lieu
of tbe other required fora of re{:ordation and shall- con-

stitute conpliance rith aay such reguirenent. A master

negatiye of sicrotilq or uicropbotographs shall be nade

vhenever nol sucb process is used to reproduce public

1

2

J

4

5

6

'l

tt

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

1B

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

-2-



{t

1973

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

B

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

STATE OF TTOTIIilG Lsr-073

records ritb tbe intent of ili-sposing of the ori.ginal or

copies of the original. tbe raster negative shall be sent

to the director of the state archives and historical

departnent. oue copy of all aaster negatives shall be

retained by tbe goyernoental estity or officer haviog cus-

tody of the rritiogs or Pap€rs thus recordetl or copieil as

tbe official copy.

{c) If any docunent is preseutetl for recordiag or

notatioa ia public records the docunent sha1l, after

recording, be returaed to the Party frou rbol it ras

received. If the party caDAot be located or refuses to

accept it, the docure:nt shall be ilisposecl of in accorilaoce

rith sectioa 9-2 12.6 af the statutes.
(d) Prior to adolting anl nicrofilsing, oicrophoto-

graphic, photographic, photostatic or other reproductive

process, tbe governiog boily of a political subdirisiotr

shall coosult vith the tlirector of the state archives anil

historical dr:partoent. If auy of the public recorcls rhich

are reproiluced pursuant to this section are pernanent

records or ar€, onder the lavs, ruLes or regulations in

effect at tbe tile of reproduction, required to be trans-

ferred at a later date to any ageocy or departneot of the

state, the particular Eicrofilniag, uicropbotographict

pbotograpbic, pbotostatic or other reproductive Process

shall be approved by the ttirector of the archives autl his-

- 3-
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torical departuent as otre rhicb clearly aoil accurately

nakes copies that rill last the tine tbey are to be kept,

or catr be subsegueatly reproducefl uithout distortions that

substaatially affect their legibility.
(e) If the origioal docqn€nts are drsposed of as

allorerl Dy lar, the set of offici.al qicrofiln retaiaed by

the local govern&€!tal entity or official shall be storecl

in a safe place anii protected froo destructioo. The offi-

cial qicrofils sball, irotever, be available to the public

for inspection iu the sane Eanner as the original docu-

leats could have beeu, arcl suffrcient nicrofilm and micro-

photograpnic readers or otber suitable devices sirall be

available to the public to pernit inspectiorr'

{f) The clerk of dj.strict court shall aot oicro-

filu, uicrophotograph, photograpb, photostat or otherrise

reproalnce, for official record purposesr the files of any

action or proceeiling kept in his office until five years

have lapsed since the initial filing ia the actlon or pro-

ceeding. Hoh,ever, the clerk of distcict court is not pre-

cluded fron naking certiiieo or other copies of docuEents

in his office for indiYiduals or otficials.
(C) In recording, reproducing or copyilg aay public

records as authorized t'y this section and ia disposing of

tbe origiaals or copies, no restrictions or provi.sions of

lar regarcllng recortling, reproducing or copying, or the

-4-
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disposition of originals or copies inconsisteat rith tbe

provisions hereof sball be applicable to the governoental

entity or its officers, aqeDts antl enployees.

Section 2. Sectioos l-1?5, 5-1tl 1' 9-212.7' 18-58 and

l8-123 of the statutes are anendecl to read:

public recolds as evidenge. If any busioess, iastitution,

Eenber of a professiou or callingt ot aoy departoent or

agency ot STATE governretrt' O& OF AilI POLIIICIL SUBDM-

SION Of tHS StATE in the regular course of business or

activity has kept or recorded aIrY lelorandun, rritingt

eBtry, print, repres€ntation or conbination tbereof' of

aty act, traasactionr occurrence ot event, aud in tbe

regular course of business has caused any or al.J' of tbe

sale to be recorded, copied or reproducecl by aDIr Photo-

graphic, photostatic, oicrofilt, nicrocaril' nioj"ature

photographic, or other proc€ss rhich accurately reproduces

or forus a clurable uediun for so reproduciug the original'

the original nay be clestroyecl in tbe regular course of

business unless held in custodial or fiiluciarl caPacity or

unless its preservatiotr is reguirecl by lar. flhea the

scale or dinensj.on of such reprotluction j-s of th€ esseoce,

such scale shova in appropriate ua.its' EngJ.ish &easure,

shall- be clearly and accurately represented thereoa. Sucb

f,epEoduction, then satistactorill' ldentifiecl' is as adois-

-5-
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sible in eviilence as the ori.ginal itself in any judicial

or ailninistrative proceeding, rhether the origioal is in

eristence or not, and enlargenent or facsiaile of such

reproduction is likesise adoissible in evidence i.f the

original reproductioa is in i:ri-stence and ayarlable for

iaspection uniler direction of court. The introcluction of

a *e?ted€€e4 &EPSODUCED recoEd, enlargoeat or facsinile

aloes trot preclude aaloissiotr oI the original.

Fj-191. _ Duty of_-clgrk_to-file aail_gqggegvg_gapgEsi

ngt_to pgruit papeEs to !e !a!eg_!ron_ 9f3!ge;__erceptiog:

!!a!ilitv__ga bgnrl for_vlstg!!9S_of_sec!;iogi_lggsggi€Ei9E

of papers to attorqev ia 'Jifferent couBlv, etc. The clerk

shall fii.e together aud carefully preserve in his office,

all pap€rs delivereil to hin for tbat purpose io every

action or proceeding. He shall oot perni.t the s*i* papers

to be taken fron his office except to be used at a session

of the court or upon legal pf,ocess, aad be shall be liable

upon his ofticial bord to the party suffeEing injury on

account of an1 violatiou of tbis section:f-?ee+i+ealr lhis
sectiotr shall trot apply to satters ]'tr probate.--a**-pre-

+ieegr--**r++esr-gbat gpoo the order of the judge of the

district, the clerk lay trars8it bI express or registered

oail7 to aD attorney of the stateT appearinq is the action

oE proceeding, vbo resides r.n a difterent coullttT or aeaf

fron the countlr seat, sucL origi.nal files7 as are noL

-6-
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repxesented by copies in the clerkrs office, anil the clerk
shall take the attorney.s receipt for each paper in each

case. ilOTfIIUG IN TUIS SEc?IOil SHltL LIllIT OR PB0[IBrT TnS

CLEBK rEOt tlCSOftL[IilG PAPESS IN HIS OFFTCE, DTSPOSING OF

TflE OEIOI,ALS IE ACCOADANCE CITS sgCTIOf, 9-212.6 OF fflE
STTTUIEI' I}ID fiflTIIHIXG TSI OFfICIIL dICEOTIL}' I[ LIEU OI

TSE OIIGII|IL PAPEiS PI'BSUAH'I TO SECTIOI{ 9-2 12.-TZ1 OF THE

sT.tIutEs.

2=212t-1:-_ _!!en_-gg!fic_ rgcords_ BaI_ be iteslgelelli
procedure-prior to destEuction. otficial public records

of the state, county and nuni-cipa1 govercaents and polit-

ical strb-ei+i++ie*s SUBDI VISIONS thereof shall *et' be

aes**epe DISP0SBD or IN ACCoBDAXCE I{ITII sECTIor 9-212.6

OF THE StlTUfES. s*t4.L-€+e' eFe tes feag6 eld er -tr*+it
+|g3_-3€e---+i+he*--f +€telgf i1l $sdz---r+creple+eff a?bee,

-ee-f**r- The recorils coqnittee

ray appEove a departueatal rritten reqlest, upou pEoper

ancl satisfactory shoriag, that tbe retention of certaia

records for a nininuu perr-od of ten yeaEs is utroecessary

atril unecononical. Beconnendations for the flestruction oE

disposition of office files ancl neuoranda shall be sublit-
ted to tbe records couui ttee upon approv€tl forns, preparecl

by the records officer oi the agency concerned aDd tbe

director. The coEEittee shall deternine the peri-oil of

tiue that arry office file or oenorandun shal-1 be preserved
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slatx of cIoHIuG LSA-073

atrd lay authorize the division of archives and records

nalageoent to arrange for its destruction or di-sposition.

f!=59. _ of f ices asd,EgSg.Esg__!9__!e*!ep!- a t__qguggy

geag: erceltiogEi_recgEds open to_ publlc _iogpggliogi
reloyal_for pggposgs of _copllqgg Each couuty officer,

ercept the county attorrey, shall keep bis office at the

courty seat of his county, a*e in the offi.ce proviiletl by

the couuty.+ If *eeee-@ TRE Co0llgy D0ES

XOf PSOCIDE AX oFfICEs ther AN OffICl Sfllt,L BE illINllIllED

at sucb place as the boarcl of county conoissiooers ray

<lirect=7-a*d-tlea ALt COUIITY OP3ICESS shall leep *le--sille
rEEIR oFPICES open iluring the usual business hours of

each tlay, EXCLUDII|G Suntlays. e*eep+e+r-*sif All books and

papers required to be in their officesr-sla*-be IBE open

to the eraoination of any persou=7-aa4 !f any person or

officer eba* neglect to conply cith the pEovisio[s of

this section, be sha1l forfeit, for each day he so

neglects, the strn of €4+e--4s]*a-+-{5-SC} g!, }t-+he

C+€6s€€i"€*-of lbe offi.cer in charge of e*i4 lt{I docusentsT

he nay teuporari-ly reEove any of €a+4 TIIE ilocunents t+-+le

ee ebra*isedl ri ss €Fi}r d eP+Fts{.*3_t-€*--9be-p*rpeses--set

€e-+'h-**-ses -*+*+{}+esr-+945t
*s-arended-$elap+ee-++?t-ses,

a*L+be+' fnoE tIlElR EEPosIToRr FoB LAflfUL SEPEoDUCtIOll

PUBPOSBST Al{D tluring the period gS*+-#

-B-
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rs*€+eil-*-F€r-+$e--e€€Aee"-€os-+be- prrrtle€€s-e€--bh+s--e€+ oF

n8ilOVAl,r he shall qot be subject to aqy penalty.

1 g= 1 l3g_Cqstodian gJ_public_geggrgs_an4_p4 pgrgi_EgS:

ner qf _gtgseEgj4g__Eagsi__reqgrcllnq or fil:tgg_g!_deeqs.

ggrtqaqgs_and o!her_inglrungntEi qecordinq_St gspg__acgop-

panyigq_Sgeds and_€ee lbeggfgg:-uqgleaE_4ocugeotsg

(a) The couty clerk shall haye custody of, ancl

safely teep and preserve all the books, records, deeds,

rags aorl papers AND cOPIss TSSBSOF deposited or kept in

his of f iceT-ie-t$g--€;*Ee--{'f-{*?€--t+e=-er+*i+af*f{-*e*

trae.+sgs-sSa l*-5e-Xe?*-$*ear*Se@*i*--*i*es
ce**ec*i*S-+€ the eige e€ tbe teae*rgr and Pt**te-e€-tbe
e+ig+ne+-+€a6i -+he-+s€--e€

+b+- -pu+&iez*&e*s.564a_*1'.--.ee*@
b*ae-r++++*S-er--b1-+yp*+9r-pbe+e€+at+*g7-?le+eg€*"h+*gr

er--3r.i++i*S-.ei+$er-+s-l.+e+e-er-*a-pa*+7-i*-sr*+*b*e--bee*s

te-be F=e*ideil ani *ept i* his-e€liee7-e*-$ile7-+11-Aee+sr

.e++ge{€5?-reps'r-,i-*s't+r*e*ge-ilr - q=*t**g7-*{i+Ae++*eC-!f -+e*
W**e4-*o-Sis-c€Si+er-a*C-1e**--+*+*-h*r
Jer--+b+t--?,n€?o€€7 and shall perforn all otber duties

reguired of hin by lav in relation theEeto.-7-g=e+*de4-#Lat

ryb€+€€+a+**gi-e=-p}e3er9'e*pbi*gl-ef st e*-e**++--Se--era1e=eit

es--.irs+a*l'ed-- *er-*ppee+a+-ef-+he

beac+l-e€-eera+1-eerr4ss*eeess- ILL DEEOS, UORTGIGBS, IHD

oTHER rNSTRUltENtS IU i{nrtrilc, AUtSOEIZEO SI LIB TO BE
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SECOnDED OA rrlED I[ HIs OfFICE, rrD LEFT nITH THE COOUTT

CLENK FOR TT{AT PU&POSE SBALL EITHEN BE:

{i) IECOiDED III PLAIN OR DIStIdCT H,LHDIiRII_

I NG, o8 3r IrPrt6, PHOtOSTATTilG,

PEOTOGSAPAING, PSIT?IHG OB OTCEBTISE

SEPRODUCIITG, EITEER IN I{HOLE OB IN PIBT,

It SUI1ABLE BOoKs; oB

{iil RECOBDED OILCBOTILU, lrrcRoCARDs, OB OTEER

PENUIXEfT fiECOBD BETEfTTOf .UEDTUf,. .}[L

!ICEOFItUIlI6, EICBOPSOTOGRAPHIC, Pt{OTO-

s3tTrc, PHOTOCBAPHTC OR OTHES nEPRODttC-

TIVB PBOCSSSES SEAI.L AE IilSTITUTED AHD

UsED PunsUlnT To sEc?rOs 9-212.7:1. tAPs

IAI EITIIEE BE AECOBDED 15 ABOVE PBOTIDED

oB lEB COI,I{TI CLBSK U}I, IF COPITilS rS

UOT LIKELI TO PSOTIDE A SATISTICTOEY

EECORD, KEEP TEE ORIGINILS Ofl TRACINGS

THESEOT, UUDITAGED EID UilTOLDED, ITD HIKE

PBIHTS AYAI'I,IBLE PO3 PUELIC OS-8.

{bL tny cleed coataining a letes antl bouuds descrip-

tioa to be recordecl nay be acsorpanieil bI/ a sap Pr€pared

in conpliance rith current statutes anil delioeating the

lanrl clescribeil iu such deed, and if a naP delineatilg the

land bas been previousll recorded tbeo the ileerl nay set

forth the beelr-+a4-p+g,e referetrce of To the s+id recordeil

- 10-
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rap. the couutl clerk shall charge a fee of S2 for
recor<iiag aaps subnitted in accorclaace rith this section.

{b} (c} Ihenever the tert of a iloculent preseateil for

record is legible but is not suffici-ently clear to procluce

a readable ple+egtr"apbie---*ee'es4 COPI, the coutrty clerk

shall reguire the p€rsoo pr€senting it for recoral to sub-

stitute a clear original or a legible true copy of tbe

origiaal docuaent, or the county clerk ray prepare a true

copy of the docurent by haadrriting of tlrperritiog and

attach the sare to tbe original as a part of the docunent

for lakiag tbe pernaneot photograghic record. The couatll

clerk sball charge a fee of W} !..50 per

ere-}oedre{ fQ! rorcls for preparing see'b a troe copy.

(BxD)
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