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BEOUSE BILL NO. 31

Microfilming public records.

Introduced by: JQINT CORPORATIONS, ELECTIONS AND POLITICAL
SUBDIVISIONS INTERIM COMMITTEE

jb (T Srrmnst

A BILL

for

R

s ]
) Wy
aN ACT to credate section 9-212.7:1; to amend sections
2 1-175, 5-141, 9-212.2 (g) and (h), ©-212.3, 9-212.5

3 through 9-212.7, 18-58 and 18-123 of the statutes relating

| 4 to recording, storage, preservation, inspection, reproduc-

j 5 tion and disposal of public records; authorizing political

} 6 subdivisions of the state to dispose of originals or

{ 7 copies of public records after reproduction; defining

| 8 political sukdivisions; and specifying conditions and

§ 9 procedures for reproducing and disposing of public

; i0 records.

|

f 11 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF WYOMING:
12 Section 1. Section 9-212.7:1 of the statutes is
13 created to read:

i 14 9=-212.7:1. Definition; reproduction of public

% 15 records; disposal of originals; returning documents; con-
le sultation; storage and public inspection; <clerk of dis-
17 trict court; inconsistent legislation.
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(a) As used in this section, "Political subdivision"
means any county, municipality, special district or any
other local government entity of the state of Wyoming,

(b) Any department, agency, board or individual of
any political subdivision of the state may, subject to the
provisions of this section, with the approval of the gov-
erning body of the political subdivision, record or copy
by any microfilming, microphotographic, photographic,
photostatic or other permanent reproductive device any
public record, as defined in section 9-212.1(c) of the
statutes, which the department, agency, board or indi-
vidual of the political subdivision records, keeps,
retains, or is by law, rule or regulation required to
record, keep or retain for a period of vears or perma-
nently. The microfilm, microphotograph, photograph,
photostat or other permanent reproduction is deemed the
original or official copy of the public records so repro-
duced for all purposes, if the same are lost, destroyed or
disposed of pursuant to subsection (c¢) hereof. If any
department, agency, board or individual of any political
subdivision is required to record any writing or document
in books or on other forms, the recording may be done
directly onto microfilm, microphotograph or other perma-
nent storage medium in lieu of the other required form of

recordation and shall constitute compliance with any such

-2 - 8 3/
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requirement. Duplicate sets of microfilm,

microphotographs, or other miniature copy shall be made
whenever any such process 1is used to reproduce public
records with the intent of disposing of the original or
copies of the original. One set shall be retained as the
official record by the governmental entity or officer hav-
ing custody of the writings or papers thus recorded or
reproduced. The second set shall be sent té the director
of the state archives and historical department.

(c) After any public record has been reproduced pur-
suant to this section, the original or copy from which the
reproduction was made may be disposed of as follows:

(i) The original or copy, as the case may
be, shall first be offered to the direc-
tor of the state archives and historical
department, If the director does not
accept the original or copy or does not
remove them from the political subdivi-
sion office within six months after the
offer they may be destroyved, sold for
salvage or disposed of in a manner
approved by the governing body of the
political subdivision.

{d) If any document is presented to a county clerk

for recording or notation in public records by writing or

83/
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for recording or notation in public records by writing or
by reproduction pursuant to this section, or other provi-
sion of law, the document shall after recording, be
returned to the party from whom it was received. If the
party cannot be located or refuses to accept it, the docu-
ment shall be disposed of by the county clerk in a manner
approved by the board of county commissioners.

(e) Prior to adopting any microfilming, microphoto-
graphic, photographic, photostatic or other reproductive
process, the governing body of a political subdivision
shall consult with the director of the state archives and
historical department. If any of the public records which
are reproduced pursuant to this section are permanent
records or are, under the laws, rules or regulations in
effect at the time of reproduction, required to be trans-
ferred at a later date to any agency or department of the
state, the particular microfilming, microphotographic,
photographic, photostatic or other reproductive process
shall be approved Ly the state library, archives and his-
torical board as one which clearly and accurately makes
copies that will last the time they are to be kept, or can
be subsequently reproduced without distortions that sub-
stantially affect their legibility.

(f) If the originals are disposed of as al-

lowed by law, the set of reproductions retained by the

- HE3/
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local governmental entity or official shall be stored in a
safe place and protected from destruction. The reproduc-=
tions shall, however, be available to the public for
inspection in the same manner as the originals or copies
would have been and sufficient microfilm or microphoto-
graphic readers, or other suitable devices shall be avail-
able to the public to permit inspection.

(g) The clerk of district court shall not microfilm,
microphotograph, photograph, photostat or otherwise repro-
duce, for official record purposes, the files of any
action or proceeding kept in his office until five years
have lapsed since the initial filing in the action or pro-
ceeding. However, the clerk of district court is not pre-
cluded from making certified or other copies of documents
in his office for individuals or officials.

(h) In recording, reproducing or copying any public
records as authorized by this section and in disposing of
the originals or copies, no restrictions or provisions of
law regarding recording, reproducing or copying, or the
disposition of originals or copies inconsistent with the
provisions hereof shall be applicable to the governmental
entity or its officers, agents and employees,

Section 2. Sections 1-175, 5-141, 9-212.2 (g} and
(h), 9-212.3, 9~212.5 through 9-212.7, 18-58 and 18-123 of

the statutes are amended to read:

-5 - H 8 3/
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1-175. Use of photographic copies of business and

public records as evidence. If any business, institution,

member of a profession or calling, or any department or
agency of STATE government, OR OF ANY POLITICAL SUBDIVI-
SION OF THE STATE in the regular course of business or
activity has kept or recorded any memorandum, writing,
entry, print, representation or combination thereof, of
any act, transaction, occurrence oOr event, and in the
regular course of business has caused any or all of the
same to be recorded, copied or reproduced by any photo-
graphic, photostatic, microfilm, microcard, miniature
photographic, or other process which accurately reproduces
or forms a durable medium for so reproducing the original,
the original may be destroyed in the regular course of
business unless held in custodial or fiduciary capacity or
unless its preservation is required by law. When the
scale or dimension of such reproduction is of the essence,
such scale shown in appropriate units, English measure,
shall be clearly and accurately represented thereon. Such
reproduction, when satisfactorily identified, is as admis-
sible in evidence as the original itself in any judicial
or administrative proceeding, whether the original is in
existence or not, and enlargement or facsimile of such
reproduction is likewise admissible in evidence if the

original reproduction is in existence and available for

-6 - HB 8/
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inspection under direction of court. The introduction of
a ~epreduaeed REPRODUCED record, enlargement or facsimile
does not preclude admission of the original.

5~141. Duty of clerk to file and preserve papers;

not to permit papers to be taken from office; exception;

liability on bond for violation of section; transmission

of papers to attorney in different county, etc. The clerk

shall file together and carefully preserve in his office,
all papers delivered to him for that purpose in every
action or proceeding. He shall not permit the saté& papers
to be taken from his office except to be used at a session
of the court or upon legal process, and he shall be liable
upon his official bond to the party suffering injury on
account of any viclation of this section.y-previdedy This
section shall not apply to matters in probate,y--and--pre-
videdy;--further7--that Upon the order of the judge of the
district, the clerk may transmit by express or registered
mails to an attorney of the states appearing in the action
or proceeding, who resides in a different countys or away
from the county seat, such original £filesy as are not
represented by copies in the clerk's office, and the clerk
shall take the attorney's receipt for each paper in each
case, NOTHING IN THIS SECTION SHALL LIMIT QR PROHIBIT
THE CLERK FROM MAKING COPIES OF PAPERS 1IN HIS OFFICE,

DISPOSING oF THE ORIGINALS AND RETAINING THE

7 . WA 3l
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COPIES AS THE ORIGINALS PURSUANT TO SECTION 9-212.7:1 OR
REMOVING PAPERS FROM HIS OFFICE FOR THE PURPOSE OF MAKING
COPIES,

9-212,2. Functions, duties and responsibilities of

director generally; establishment and operation of central

microfilm division; conveyance of personal property of

historical landmark commission; board declared successor

to historical landmark commission.

(g) On July 1, 1959 establish and operate a central
microfilm division in which division any and all memo-
randa, writing, entry, print, representation, or combi-
nation thereof, of any act, transaction, occurrence, or
event, may be microfilmed.t-saxd THE division she:: MAY
microfilm public records approved for filming by the head
of the office of origin and by the director, and shall
establish standards for microfilming. All state depart-
ments and all STATE agencies and--sup~divisieons--eof--the
atate~-goverament-—and--ati--counties;-——municipetities-and
potitical-sub-divisieons-thereef shall consult with the
director prior to microfilming within such departments+s OR
agenciesy-er-sub-divisiens and shall comply with the stan-
dards for all microfilming established by the central
microfilming division. The central microfilm division may
microfilm records which are required to be kept a speci-

fied length of time or permanently, or to be destroyed by

- 8- 8 3/
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specific methods or under specific supervision, and when
sueh THE records are microfilmed, se4d THE microfilm may
be substituted for the original documents and retained in
lieu of the original and the criginal documents may be
destroyed., Film copies, for all intents and purposes,
shall be considered the same as the original document,
The central microfilm division shati--be--and ig herepy
deemed--and considered a continuance of and successor to
the centralized microfilm department hewetofove estab-~
lished by sections 9-221 to 9-229, Wyoming Statutes, 1957,
and all the records, machinery, furniture, materials and
supplies heretofore in the centralized microfilm depart-
ment hereby become the property of the state archives and
historical department,

(h) Maintain necessary facilities for the review of
records approved for destruction and their economical dis-
position by sale, shredding or burning; and supervise the
destruction of public records KEPT BY STATE DEPARTMENTS
AND STATE AGENCIES.

9-212.3. Records required to be transferred to state

archives; purpose of transfer. All public records KEPT BY

STATE DEPARTMENTS AND STATE AGENCIES, not required in the
current operation of the office where they are made or
kept, and all records of every agency, commission, commit-

tee, or any other activity of state, county or municipal

HB 3
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government ang political Sub-diviatiens SUBDIVISIONS
thereof which may be abolished or discontinued, shall be
transferred to the state archives so that the valuable
historical records of the state may be centralized, made
more widely available, and insured permanent preservation;
or said transfer may be made to a recognized supplementary
depository agency, selected by the board, if such deposi-
tory agency becomes necessary.

9-212.5. Records to remain property of state; out-

going officials to deliver records t0 sSuccessor; preser-

vation, etc. All public records are and shall remain the

property of the state of Wyoming. They shall be delivered
by outgoing officials and employees +to their successors
and shall be preserved, stored, transferred, destroyed, or
disposed of, and otherwise managed, only in accordance
with the provisions of ehis-aet LAW.

9-212.6. Records committee created; composition;

salary and expenses; meetings; duties, etc, There is

hereby created the records committee to be composed of the
director of the archives and historical department, who
shall act as chairman and as secretary of the committee,
the attorney general or his appointee, and the state exam-
iner or his appointee, Committee members shall serve
without additional salary, but shall be entitled to

traveling expenses incurred incident to committee records.

- 10 - MH B 3/
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Such expenses shall be paid from the appropriations made
for operation of their respective departments or offices.
The records committee shall meet upon call by the chairman
at least once every quarter and as often as business
dictates. Action by the committee shall be by majority
vote and records shall be kept of all committee business.
When the disposition of records is considered by the
records committee, it shall ascertain the recommendations
of the head of the department or the departmental records
officer to whose custody such records have been designated
by law. It shati-be IS the duty of the records committee
to approve, modify or disapprove the recommendations on
retention schedules of all files of public records and to
act upon requests to destroy any public records.s-preo-
vided;-that Any modification of a request or recommenda-
tion must be approved by the head of the agency originat-
ing the regquest or recommendation. IN THE EVENT ANY
PUBLIC RECORDS OF ANY POLITICAL SUBDIVISION HAVE BEEN
MICROFILMED OR OTHERWISE REPRODUCED, THE POWER OF THE
COMMITTEE TO SET SCHEDULES AND APPROVE REQUESTS FOR
DESTRUCTION SHALL ONLY APPLY TO THE MICROFILM OR OTHER
REPRODUCTIONS, NOT THE RECORDS SO REPRODUCED. The direc-
tor, upon written request of the department or agency
head, shall furnish the film or a copy of the film to be

retained by the department, if such be deemed necessary or

- 11 - HE8 3/
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expedient by the records committee. The archives and his-
torical department shall provide forms, approved by the
records committee, upon which it shall prepare recommenda-
tions to the committee in cooperation with the records
officer of the department or other agency whose records
are involved.

9-212,7. When public records may be destroyed;

procedure prior to destruction. Official public records of

the state, county and municipal governments and political
aub-divisiens SUBDIVISIONS thereof shall not be destroyed
until they are ten years old or until they are either
photographed, microphotographed, photostated, e® repro-
duced on filth OR OTHERWISE COPIED PURSUANT TO SECTION

9-212,7:1, The reccrds committee may apprcve a depart-

mental written request, upon proper and satisfactory show-
ing, that the retention of certain records for a minimum
period of ten vears is unnecessary and uneconomical.
Recommendations for the destruction or disposition of
office files and memoranda shall be submitted to the
records committee upon approved forms, prepared by the
records officer of the agency concerned and the director.
The committee shall determine the period of time that any
office file or memorandum shall be preserved and may
authorize the division of archives and records management

to arrange for its destruction or disposition.

- 12 - e 3/
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18-58. Offices and records to be kept at county

seat; exceptions; records open to public inspection;

removal for purposes of copying. Each county officer,

except the county attorney, shall keep his office at the
county seat of his county, emé in the office provided by
the county.s If there-pe-nene-previdedy THE COUNTY DOES
NOT PROVIDE AN OFFICE, then AN OFFICE SHALL BE MAINTAINED
at such place as the board of county commissioners may
direct,7-~and~-they ALL COUNTY OFFICERS shall keep the-same
THEIR OFFICES open during the usual business hours of each
day, EXCLUDING Sundays. exeepted;-and All books and papers
required to be in their officesy shati-kbe ARE open to the
examination of any person.s-amd If any person or officer
shet} neglects to comply with the provisions of this
section, he shall forfeit, for each day he sc neglects,
the sun of five-dellara-£§5-86) $5. At the discretion of
the officer in charge of satd ANY documents, he may tempo-
rarily remove any of said THE documents te-the-centratized
mierofilm-deparetment-foer-the-purpeses-set-forech-in-scceion
18-28067—-Wyeming——Compited-~Statutes;~318457-as-amended-by
chapter-tii;—Sesston-baws-eof-Wyeming;-1955;—-and-that FROM
THEIR REPOSITORY FOR LAWFUL REPRODUCTICN PURPOSES, AND
during the period that-sueh-deocuments-are-removed-from-the
offtce-for-the-purpeses-of-chis-aet OF REMOVAL, he shall

not be subject to any penalty.

7 8 31

- 13 -
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18-123. Custodian of public records and papers; man-—

ner of preserving maps; recording or filing of deeds,

mortgages and other instruments; recording of maps accom-=

panving deeds and fee therefor; unclear documents.

(a) The county ¢lerk shall have custody of, and
safely keep and preserve all the books, records, deeds,
maps and papers AND COPIES THEREOF deposited or kept in
his offices-—in--the-—-case--of--naps-~the--originat-tinen
tracings-slalti-be-kept-undamaged--and-~--unfotded-~in--£fites
conforming-~-to~-the-aitge-of-the-tracingy-and-prints—-of-the
originat-tracings-shati-pe-made-accessible-for-the-use--of
the-—-pubtier~-he-~shati-~atse-record;-in-piatn-er~distince
Rand-writings~or-by~eypings--photastating;-—photagraphing;
or-~printing-etther-in-whote-or-in-pare;-in-suitabte-books
to-be-provided-and-kept-in-his-office;-or-£files-ait~deedsy
mertgages7-m3957-instramente-in-writing7-authbrized-byuiaw
to-be-recorded-or~fiied-in-his-offices-and-tefe-~with—-him
for--that--purpese; and shall perform all other duties
required of him by law in relation thereto,j-preovided-that
no-photostating-or-photographing-systen—shati--pe--ordered
or--instatied-by~-spid-cterk;-~without-prior-approvai-of-tihe
board-of-county-commissionerss ALL DEEDS, MORTGAGES, AND
OTHER INSTRUMENTS IN WRITING, AUTHORIZED BY LAW TO BE
RECORDED OR FILED IN HIS OFFICE, AND LEFT WITH THE COUNTY

CLERK FOR THAT PURPOSE SHALL EITHER BE:

- 14 - H 83/
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i) RECORDED IN PLAIN OR DISTINCT HANDWRIT-

ING, OR BY TYPING, PHOTOSTATING,
PHOTOGRAPHING, PRINTING OR OTHERWISE
REPRODUCING, EITHER IN WHOLE OR IN PART,
IN SUITABLE BOOKS; OR

(ii) RECORDED ON MICROFILM, MICROCARDS, OR

OTHER PERMANENT RECORD RETENTION MEDIUM.
ALL MICROFILMING, MICROPHOTOGRAPHIC,
PHOTOSTATIC, PHOTOGRAPHIC OR OTHER
REPRODUCTIVE PROCESSES SHALL BE INSTI-
TUTED AND USED PURSUANT TO SECTION
9-212,7:1. MAPS MAY EITHER BE RECORDED
AS ABOVE PROVIDED OR THE COUNTY CLERK
MAY, IF COPYING IS NOT LIKELY TO PROVIDE
A SATISFACTORY RECORD, KEEP THE ORIG-
INALS OR TRACINGS THEREOF, UNDAMAGED AND
UNFOLDED, AND MAKE PRINTS AVAILABLE FOR
PUBLIC USE.

(b) Any deed containing a metes and bounds descrip-
tion to be recorded may be accompanied by a map prepared
in compliance with current statutes and delineating the
land described in such deed, and if a map delineating the
land has been previously recorded then the deed may set
forth the book-and-page reference eof TO the satd recorded

map. The county clerk shall charge a fee of $2:88 for

H83)
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recording maps submitted in accordance with this section.
4k} (c) Whenever the text of a document presented
for record is legible but is not sufficiently clear to
produce a readable pheotegraphie~record COPY, the county
clerk shall require the person presenting it for record to
substitute a clear original or a legible true copy of the
original document, or the county clerk may prepare a true
copy of the document by handwriting or typewriting and
attach the same to the original as a part of the document
for making the permanent photographic record. The county
clerk shall charge a fee of #£ifty-eents—-{$6<56} $.50 per
ene-hundred 100 words for preparing sueh a true copy.

(END)

- 16 - * B3]



LSA-073/SC
THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF WYCOMING

January 30, 1973

Introduced by: JOINT CORPORATIONS, ELECTICNS AND POLITICAL SUBDIVISIONS
INTERIM COMMITTEE
HMr. Speaker:

Your Committee WHo. 7 on Corporations, Elections and
Political Subdivisions to whom was referred H. B. No. 31
respectfully reports same btack to +the House with the
recomnendation that it DOO PASS with the following stand-
ing committee amendments:

- Delete the entire original bill and insert the
following bill: ' .

for
AN ACT to create section 9-212.7:1; to amend sections
1175, 5-141, 9-212.7, 18-58 and 18-123 of the statutes
relating to recording, storage, preservation, inspection,
reproduction and disposal of public records; authorizing
political subdivisions of the state to dispose of orig-
inals or copies of public rTecords after reproduction;
defining political subdivisions; and specifying conditions
and procedures for reproducing and disposing of public

records.

10

11
12
13
14
15
16
17

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF WYOMING:

Section 1. Section 9-212.7:1 of the statutes is
created to read:

9-=212.7:1. Definition; reproduction of _public

sultation; storage _and__public inspection; clerk of dis-

trict court; inconsistent_legislation.

{a) As used in this section, "Political subdivi-
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sion” means any counrty, municipality, special district or
any other local government entity of the state of Byoming.r
{b) Any department, agency, board or individual of.
any political subdivision of the state may, subject to the
provisions of this section, with the approval of the gov-
erning body of the political subdivision, record or copy
by any microfilming, microphotographic, photographic,
photostatic or other permanent reproductive device any
public record, as defined in section 9-212.1(c) of the
statutes, which the department, agency, board or indi-
vidual of the political subdivision records, keeps,
retains, or is by law, rule or regulation required to
record, keep or retain for a period of years or perma-
nently. The =microfilas, microphotograph, photograph,
photostat or other permanent reproduction is deemed the
original or official copy of the public records so rTepro—
duced for all purposes. If any department, agency, board
or individual of any political subdivision is required to
record any writing or document in books or oan other forms,
the recording may be done directly oanto amicrofilnm,
microphotograph or other permanent storage medium in lieu
of the other required form of recordation and shall con-
stitute compliance with any such reguirement. 4 master
negative of microfilem or microphotographs shall be made

whenever any such process 1is used to reproduce public

-2 -
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records with the intent of disposing of the original or
copies of the original. The master anegative shall be sent
to the director of the state archives and historical
department. One copy of all master negatives shall be
retained by the governmental entity or officer having cus-
tody of the writings or papers thus recorded or copied as
the official copy.

{c) If any document is presented for recording or
notation in public records the document shall, after
recording, be returned to the party from whom it  was
received. If the party cannot be located or refuses to
accept it, the document shall be disposed of in accordance
with section 9-212.6 of the statutes.

(4} Prior to adopting any microfilming, microphoto-—
graphic, photographic, photostatic or other reproductive
process, the goveraning body of a political subdivision
shall consult vwith the director of the state archives and
historical department. If any of the public records which
are reproduced pursuant to this section are permanent
records or are, under the laws, rules or regulations in
effect at the time of reproduction, required to be trams—
ferred at a later date to any agency or department of the
state, the particular microfilming, microphotographic,
photographic, photostatic or other reproductive process

shall be approved by the director of the archives and his-
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torical department as one which clearly and accurately
makes copies that will last the time they are to be kept,
or can be subsequently reproduced without distortions that
substantially affect their legibility.

{e} If the original documents are disposed of as
allowed by law, the set of official microfilm retained by
the local governmental entity or official shall be stored
in a safe place and protected from destruction. The offi-
cial microfilm shall, however, be available to the public
for imspection in the same manner as the original docu-—
ments would have been, and sufficient microfilm and micro-
photograpnic readers or other suitable devices shall be
available to the public to permit inspection.

{£) The clerk of district court shall ot wmicro-
film, microphotograph, photograph, photostat or oﬁherwise
reproduce, for official record purposes, the files of any
action or proceediny kept in his office until five years
have lapsed since the initial filing in the action or pro-
ceeding, However, the clerk of district court is not pre-
cluded frow making certified or other copies of documents
in his office for individuals or officials.

{9) In recording, reproducing or copying any public
records as authorized by this section and in disposing of
the originals or copies, no restrictions or provisions of

la¥ regarding recording, reproducing or copying, or the
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disposition of originals or copies inconsistent with the
provisions hereof shall be applicable to the governmental
entity or its officers, agents and employees.

Section 2. Sections 1-175, 5-141, 9-212.7, 18-58 and
18-123 of the statutes are amended to read:

1-175. Use__of _photographic_copies_of business_and

public_records as_evidence. If any business, institation,

memher of a profession or calling, or any department or
agency o©of STATE government, OR OF ANY POLITICAL SUBDIVI-
SION OF THE STATE in the regular course of business or
activity has kept or recorded any memorandum, writing,
entry, print, representation or combination thereof, of
apry act, traansaction, occurrence or event, and in the
regular course of business has caused any or all of the
same to be recorded, copied or reproduced by any photo-
graphic, photostatic, aicrofilm, microcard, miniature
photographic, or other process which accurately reproduces
or forms a durable mediua for so reproducing the original,
the original may be destroyed in the reqular course of
business unless held in custodial or fiduciary capacity or
unless its preservation is regquired by law. When the
scale or dimension of such reproduction is of the essence,
such scale shown 1in appropriate units, English measure,
shall be clearly and accurately represented thereon. Such

reproduction, when satisfactorily identified, is as admis-—

-5 —
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sible in evidence as the original itself in any Jjudicial
or administrative proceeding, whether the original is in
existence or not, and enlargement or facsimile of such
reproduction is likewise admissible 1in evidence if the
original reproduction is in existence and available for
inspection under direction of court. The introduction of
a reproduced HKEPRODOUCED record, enlargment or facsimile
does not preclude admission of the original.

5—141. Duty of clerk to file and_preserve papers;

not_to permit papers to_be_ taken from _office; _exception;

liability _on bond_for_ violation. of section; transmission

e e e S S S i s e s

of papers _to_attorney in _different county, etc. The clerk

shall file together and carefully preserve in his office,
all papers delivered to him for that purpose in every
action or proceeding. He shall not permit the said papers
to be taken from his office except to be used at a session
of the court or upon legal process, and he shall be liable
upon his official bond to the party suffering injury on
account of any violation of this section.4-previded, This
section shall not apply to matters in probate.—and—pE6—
Yidedy——furthery,—+that [Jpon the order of the judge of the
district, the clerk may transmit by express or registered
maily to an attorney of the statey appearing in the action
or proceeding, who resides in a different county, or awvway

from the county seat, such original filesy as are not
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represented by copies in the clerk's office, and the clerk
shall take the attorney's receipt for each paper in each
case., NOTHING IN THIS SECTION SHALL LINIT OR PROHIBIT THE
CLERK FROM MICBOFILMING PAPERS IN HIS OFFICE, DiSPOSING OF
THE ORIGINALS IN ACCORDANCE WITH SECTION 9-212.6 OF THE
STATUTES AND RETAINING THE OFFICIAL MICROFILN IN LIEU OF
THE ORIGINAL PAPERS5 PURSUANT TO SECTION 9-212.7:1 OF THE
STATUTES.

9-212.17. When public records _may _be. destroyed;

e s S e

procedure_prior to_destruction. Official public records

of the state, county and municipal governments and polit—
ical sub-divisiens SUBDIVISIONS thereof shall #&e& be
destreoyed DISPOSED OF 1IN ACCOBRDANCE WITH SECTIOHN 9-212.6
OF THE STATUTES. aatil—+&heoy—are—ten—years—old—or—until
thef———are——either——photographod,y—microphotographedy
photostated,—or reproduced—on—£filas The records comnittee
may approve a departmental written request, upon proper
and satisfactory showing, that the retention of certain
records for a minimum period of ten years 1is unnecessary
and uneconomical. HRecommendations for the destruction or
disposition of office files and memoranda shall be submit-
ted to the records committee upon approved forms, prepared
by the records officer of the agency concerned and the
director. The committee shall determine the period of

time that any office file or memorandum shall be preserved

-7 -
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and may authorize the division of archives and records
management to arrange for its destruction or disposition.

18-58. Offices and records to _be kept _at _county

seat; exceptions; records _open _to__public _inspection;

repoval for purposes of _copying. Each county officer,

except the county attorney, shall keep his office at the
county seat of his county, aad in the office provided by
the county.4+ If #here—be-none—providedy THE COUNTY DOES
NOT PROVIDE AN OFFICE, then AN OFFICE SHALL BE MAINTAINED
at sach place as the board of county commissioners may
direct,,—and-they ALL COUNTY OFFICERS shall keep the——same
THEIR OFPICES open during the usual business hours of
each day, ELCLUDING Sundays. exeepéedy—and All books and
papers required to be in their officesy—shall-—be ARE open
to the examination of any person.y—and If any person or
officer shall neglect to comply with the provisions of
this section, he =shall forfeit, for each day he so
neglects, the sum of £ive—dollars—(5+00} §5. At-the
disoretion—of The officer in charge of said ANY documentsy
ke may temporarily remove any of said THE documents +e-the
ceatralizgedaierefila-—departmvnt—for—the—purposes—sed
forth—in-section—18—2806y Wyoning—GCeonpiled-Statutes,—3945,
as—asended-by—chapter— it —Session—taws—of-—Hyoring,—1355,
and—-that FROM THEIR REPOSITORY FOR LAWFUL REPRODUCTION

PUBPOSES, AND during the period thet-such-documents—are

-8 -
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reonoved—£fron~tho—office—for—the—purpeses—of——this—ast OF
REKOVAL, he shall aot be subject to any penalty.

18-123. Custodian of public records _and_papers; Ead—

ner__of preserving _maps; _recording _or_ filing of deeds,

mortgages_and other_ imnstruments; recording of maps__accom-

— e P . R 4 e Ll TS S S AP S S SR

panying deeds_and fee therefor; unciear documents.

{a) The county clerk shall have custody of, and
safely keep and preserve all the books, records, deeds,
aaps and papers AND COPIES THEBEOF deposited or kept in
his officey—in—the—sase—of——saps—the—original—linesn
traeiags—shall—be—kept—idndasaged—and—uyniolded—in——£iles
corforaing—to-——the—sige—of—the—tragingr—and—prints—of—the
ociginal-tracings—shali—be-nado—acecessible—for—the--use——of
the——puablicy—he—shall—also—record,—in-piaib—ee—distinct
hand-weiting—or—by—typingyr—photostatings—photographings
er——printing—either—in—whole—6r—in-part,y—in—saitable-books
to-be—provided—and—kept—-in-his-effice,—or-filey-all-deedsy
BOELtgagesy—RapEy—iastEuponts—in—Eitingy—avtheriged—by-—taw
to—be—-recorded-orfilted-in—his—officey—and-left—with—hin
for——that——purposey and shall perform all other duties
required of him by law in relation thereto.,—pre¥ided—that
wo—photostating—or—photeographing—systenr—shall-—be——ordered
or—ipstalled-by-saidelerky—without—prior—approval—oef—the
board-of-county-coBRissioneEsSs ALL DEEDS, MORTGAGES, AND

OTHER INSTRUMENTS 1IN WRITING, AUTHORIZED BY LAW TO BE

-9 -
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RECORDED OR FILED IN HIS OFFICE, AND LEFT WITH THE <COUNTY
CLERK FOR THAT PURPOSE SHALL EITHER BE:

{1} RECOZDED IN PLAIN OR DISTINCT HANDWRIT-

ING, Ok BY TYP ING, PHOTOSTATING,

PHOTOGRAPHING, PRINTING OR OTHERWISE

REPRODUCING, EITHER IN WHOLE OR IN PART,
IN SUITABLE BOOKS; OR

{ii} RECORDED ON MICROFILM, HMICROCARDS, OR- OTHER

PERMANENT BERECORD RETENTION MEDIUM. ALL

MICROFILMING, MICROPHOTOGRAPHIC, PHOTO-

STATIC, PHOTOGEAPHIC OR OTHER REPRODUC-

TIVE PROCESSES SHALL BE INSTITUTED AND

USED PURSUANT TO SECTION 9-212.7:1. MAPS

¥AY PBITHER BE RECORDED AS ABOVE PROVIDED

OR THE COUNTY CLERK HAY, IF COPYING IS

NOT LIKELY TO PROVIDE A SATISFACTORY

RECORD, KEEP THE ORIGINALS 0B 7ZTRACINGS

THEREOF, UNDAMAGED AND UNFOLDED, AND MAKE

PRINTS AVAILABLE FOR PUBLIC USE.

i{b} Any deed containing a metes and bounds descrip-—
tion to be recorded may be accoampanied by a map prepared
in compliance with current statutes and delineating the
land described in such deed, and if a map delineating the
land has been previously recorded then the deed may set

forth the beoeok—aad-~page reference of TO the said recorded

- 10 -
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map. The county clerk shall charge a fee of $2 for
recording maps submitted in accordance with this section.
¥ (c) Whenever the text of a document presented for
record is legible but is not sufficiently clear to produce
a readable photographie——record COPY, the county clerk
shall reguire the person presemnting it for record to sub-
stitute a clear original or a legible true copy of the
original document, or the county clerk may prepare a true
copy of the document by handwriting or typewriting and
attach the same to the original as a part of the document
for making the permanent photographic record. The county
clerk shall charge a fee of £ifty-ocents—($#0+50) $.50 per
ene—hundred 100 words for preparing suweh a true copy.

{END)

- 1% =
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HOUSE BILL NO. 31

Microfilming public records.

Introduced by: JOINT CORPORATIONS, ELECTIONS AND
POLITICAL SURDIVISIONS INTERIM COMMITTER

A BILL
for
1 AN ACT to create section 9-212,7:1; to amend sections
2 1-175, 5-141, 9=-212.7, 18-58 and 18-123 of the statutes
3 relating to recording, storage, preservation, inspection,
4 reproduction and disposal of public records; authorizing
5 political subdivisions of the state to dispose of orig-
6 inals or copies of public records after reproduction;
7 defining political subdivisions; and specifying conditions
8 and procedures for reproducing and disposing of public
9 records.
10 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF WYOMING:
11 Section 1., Section 9-212.7:1 of the statutes 1is
12 created to read:
13 9-.212,7:1, Definition; reproduction of public
14 records; disposal of originals; returning documents; con-
15 sultation; storage and public inspection; clerk of dis=
16 trict court; inconsistent legislation.
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(a) As used in this section, "Political subdivision"
means anv county, municipality, special district or any
other local government entity of the state of Wyoming.

(b) Any department, agency, board or individual of
anvy political subdivision of the state may, subject to the
provisions of this section, with the approval of the gov-
erning body of the political subdivision, record or copv
by any microfilming, microphotographic, photographic,
photostatic or other permanent reproductive device any
public record, as defined in section 9-212.1l(c) of the
statutes, which the department, agency, board or indi-
vidual of +the political subdivision records, keeps,
retains, or is by law, rule or regulation required to
record, keep or retain for a period of vears or perma-
nently. The microfilm, microphotograph, photograph,
photostat or other permanent reproduction is deemed the
original or official copy of the public records so repro-
duced for all purposes. If any department, agency, board
or individual of any political subdivision is required +to
record any writing or document in books or on other forms,
the recording may be done directly onto microfilm,
microphotograph or other permanent storage medium in 1lieu
of the other reguired form of recordation and shall con-
stitute compliance with any such requirement. A master

negative of microfilm or microphotographs shall be made
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whenever any such process 1is used to reproduce public
records with the intent of disposing of the original or
copies of the original. The master negative shall be sent
to the director of +the state archives and historical
department. One copy of all master negatives shall be
retained by the governmental entity or officer having cus-
tody of the writings or papers thus recorded or copied as
the official copy.

(c) If any document is presented for recording or
notation in public records the document shall, after
recording, be returned to the party from whom it was
received. If the party cannot be located or refuses to
accept it, the document shall be disposed of in accordance
with section 9-212.6 of the statutes.

{(d) Prior to adopting anv microfilming, microphoto-
graphic, photographic, photostatic or other reproductive
process, the governing body of a political subdivision
shall consult with the director of the state archives and
historical department. If any of the public records which
are reproduced pursuant to this section are permanent
records or are, under the laws, rules or regulations in
effect at the time of reproduction, required to be trans-
ferred at a later date to any agency or department of the
state, the particular microfilming, microphotographic,

photographic, photostatic or other reproductive process
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1 shall be approved by the director of the archives and his-
2 torical department as one which c¢learly and accurately
3 makes copies that will last the time they are to be kept,
4 or can be subsegquently reproduced without distortions that
5 substantially affect their legibility.
6 (e} If the original documents are disposed of as
7 allowed by law, the set of official microfilm retained by
8 the local governmental entity or official shall be stored
9 in a safe place and protected from destruction. The offi-
10 cial microfilm shall, however, bhe available to the public
11 for inspection in the same manner as the original docu-
12 ments would have been, and sufficient microfilm and micro-
13 photographic readers or other suitable devices shall be
14 available to the public to permit inspection,
15 (£) T™he clerk of district court shall not microfilm,
16 microphotograph, photograph, photostat or otherwise repro-
17 duce, for official record purposes, the files of any
18 action or proceeding kept in his office until five vears
19 have lapsed since the initial filing in the action or pro-
20 ceeding. However, the clerk of district court is not pre-
21 cluded from making certified or other copies of documents
22 in his office for individuals or officials.
23 (g) In recording, reproducing or copving any public
24 records as authorized by this section and in disposing of
25 the originals or copies, no restrictions or provisions of
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law regarding recording, reproducing or copving, or the
disposition of originals or copies inconsistent with the
provisions hereof shall be applicable to the governmental
entity or its officers, agents and emplovees.

Section 2. Sections 1-175, 5-141, 9-212.7, 1l8-58 and
18-123 of the statutes are amended to read:

1-175. Use of photographic copies of business and

public records as evidence, TIf any husiness, institution,

member of a oprofession or calling, or any department or
agency of STATE government, OR OF ANY POLITICAL SUBDIVI-
SION OF THE STATE in the regular course of bhusiness or
activity has kept or recorded any nmemorandum, writing,
entry, print, representation or combination thereof, of
any act, transaction, occurrence or event, and in the
regular course of business has caused any or all of the
same to be recorded, copied or reproduced by any photo-
graphic, photostatic, microfilm, microcard, miniature
photographic, or other process which accurately reproduces
or forms a durable medium for so reproducing the original,
the original may be destroyed in the regqular course of
business unless held in custodial or fiduciary capacity or
unless its preservation 1is required by law. When the
scale or dimension of such reproduction is of the essence,
such scale shown in appropriate units, English measure,

shall be clearly and accurately represented thereon. Such
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reproduction, when satisfactorily identified, is as admis=-
sible in evidence as the original itself in anv judicial
or administrative proceeding, whether the original 1is in
existence or not, and enlargement or facsimile of such
reproduction is likewise admissible in evidence if the
original reproduction is in existence and available for
inspection under direction of court. The introduction of
a =epredueed REPRODUCED record, enlargment or facsimile
does not preclude admission of the original,

5-141, Duty of clerk to file and preserve papers;

not to permit papers to be taken from office; exception;

liability on bond for violation of section; transmission

of papers to attorney in different county, etc. The clerk

shall file together and carefully preserve in his office,
all papers delivered to him for +that purpose in every
action or proceeding. He shall not permit the sas+é papers
to be taken from his office except to be used at a session
of the court or upon legal process, and he shall be liable
upon his official bond to the party suffering injury on
account of any violation of this section.t-previdedsy This
section shall not apply to matters in probate.-amd-pre-
videdy-~furethery-that Upon the order of the ijudge of the
district, the clerk may transmit by express or registered
maily to an attorney of the statey appearing in the action

or proceeding, who resides in a different countyy or away
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from the county seat, such original filesy as are not
represented by copies in the clerk's office, and the clerk
shall take the attorney's receipt for each paper in each
case, NOTHING IN THIS SECTION SHEALL LIMIT OR PROHIBIT THE
CLERK FROM MICROFILMING PAPERS IN HIS OFFICE, DISPOSING OF
THE ORIGINALS IN ACCORDANCE WITH SECTION 9-212.6 OF THE
STATUTES AND RITAINING THE OFFICIAL MICROFILM IN LIEU OF
THE ORIGINAL PAPERS PURSUANT TO SECTION 9-212.7:1 OF THE
STATUTES.

9-212.7. When public records may be destroyed;

procedure prior +to destruction, Official public records

of the state, county and municipal governments and polit-
ical saub-divisierns SUBDIVISIONS thereof shall nme« be
gdeskeraved DISPOSED OF IN ACCORDANCE WITH SECTION 9-212.6
OF THE STATUTES. ankil-bhev-ape-ton-vears—old-exr—urtid
they-~—are—--—eibher---—-phokogravhed;—-—-mierophotographedy
rhotostated;-or-reprodueed-on—-£fiims The records committee
may approve a departmental written reguest, upon proper
and satisfactory showing, that the retention of certain
records for a minimum period of ten years is unnecessary
and uneconomical. Recommendations for the destruction or
disposition of office files and memoranda shall be submit-
ted to the records committee upon approved forms, prepared
by the records officer of the agency concerned and the

director. The committee shall determine the period of



1973

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

STATE OF WYOMING LSA~073

time that any office file or memorandum shall be preserved
and may authorize the division of archives and records
management to arrange for its destruction or disposition.

18-58. Offices and records to be kept at county

seat; exceptions; records open to public inspection;

removal for purposes of copying. Each county officer,

except the county attorney, shall keen his office at the
county seat of his county, amd in the office provided by
the county.s If there-be-nene-previdedy; THE COUNTY DOES
NOT PROVIDE AN OFFICEL then AN OFFICFE SHALL BE MAINTAINED
at such place as the board of county commissioners may
direct.r--and-they ALL COUNTY OFFICERS shall keep the-same
THEIR OFFICES open during the usual business hours of each
day, EXCLUDING Sundays, exeeptedy-and All books and papers
required to be in their officesy-shaii-be ARE open to the
examination of any person.y-amd If any person or officer
shat: neglect to comply with the provisions of this
section, he shall forfeit, for each day he so neglects,
the sum of £ive-deiiars-+45:88% 35. Ak-the--disecretion--of
The officer in charge of sa#d ANY documentsy-he may tempo-
rarily remove any of saié TIE documents ee-khke-certralized
mierefiim-departrent-for-the-purpesegs~sek-forkh-in-seeckion
18-28667y--Wrening-~Compited~-Geatuteay-1945y-aas-amended-by
ehapter~14F;-Cesasien-haws-of-Wyeming;-1855-and~-ekae FROM

THEIR REPOSITORY FOR LAWFUL REPRODUCTION PORPOSES, AND
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during the period shak-sueh-documents-are-removed-£from-the
offiee-£for-the-purregses~of-this-aet OF REMOVAL, he shall
not be subject to any penalty.

18-123, Custodian of public records and papers; man=

ner of preserving maps; recording or filing of deeds,

mortgages and other instruments; recording of maps accom-

panying deeds and fee therefor; unclear documents.

(a) The county clerk shall have custody of, and
safely keep and preserve all the books, records, deeds,
maps and papers AND COPIES THEREOF deposited or kept in
his officey--im-—~khe~--gase-~of-—-mapa--the-—-origimat-tinen
tragings-shalti-bke-kent-undanaged-~and-~unfolded-~in--£iltes
confarming-~fo-—the-atge-pt-tha-traetngr-and-prints-of-he
eriginat-traeings-shati-be-made-accessiblte-for-the~nse—~-of
the~-publiey-~he~-ghati-~-atse-records-in-piain-or—-distinect
hard-weEitkingr—or-hby-tyoingy——pheokostakting;——photegraphingy
er-—-printing-erther-in-whete-or-in-party-in-suitable-beooks
to-be-provided-and-kept-in-hig-effiecay~or-£itay-ati-decday
morkgagesT-Rapss-inskrunents—in-wriktingr-anthorizad-by-taw
ro-be-reaorded-er-£fited-in-his-eoffiecr-—and-Iefe——with—-him
£for--that~-vurpesey and shall perform all other duties
required of him by law in relation thereto.y-provided-that
ne-phetogskating-or-photographing-ayseem~-shalti--pe--ordered
er--inskatied-by—-said-eterky-withonk-nrior-aperevat-ef-the

poasd-of-esunty-eommissionerss ALL DEEDS, MORTGAGES, AND
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1 OTHER INSTRUMENTS IN WRITING, AUTHORIZED BY LAW TO BD

2 RECORDED OR FILED IN HIS OFFICE, AND LEFT WITH THE COUNTY

3 CLERK FOR THAT PURPOSE SHALTL EITHER RBE:

4 lil RECORDED IN PLAIN OR DISTINCT HANDWRIT-

5 ING, OR BY TYPING, PHOTOSTATING,

6 PHOTOGRAPHING, PRINTING OR OTHERWISE

7 REPRODUCING, EITHER IN WHQLE OR IMN PART,

8 IN SUITABLE BOOKS: OR

9 {ii) RECORDED ON MICROFILM, MICROCARDS, OR
10 OTHER PERMANENT RECORD RETENTION MEDIUM,
11 ALL MICROFILMING, MICROPHOTOGRAPHIC,
12 PHOTOSTATIC, PHOTOGRAPHIC OR OTHER
13 REPRODUCTIVE PROCESSES SHALL BE INSTI-
14 TUTED AND USED PURSUANT TO SECTION
15 8-212,7:1. MAPS MAY EITHER BE RECORDED
le AS ABROVE PRCOVIDED OR THE COUNTY CLEREK
17 MAY, IF COPYING IS NOT LIXKELY TO PROVIDE
18 A SATISFACTORY RECORD, KEEP THE ORIG-
19 INALS OR TRACINGS THEREOF, UNDAMAGED AND
20 UNFOLDED, AND MAXE PRINTS AVAILABLE FOR
21 PUBLIC USE.
22 (b) Any deed containing a metes and bounds descrip-
23 tion to be recorded may be accompanied by a map prepared
24 in compliance with current statutes and delineating the
25 land described in such deed, and if a map delineating the

- 10 -
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land has been previously recorded then the deed may set
forth the beek-and-pase reference ef TOC the sai& recorded
map. The county clerk shall charge a fee of $2 for
recording maps submitted in accordance with this section.
+b3 igl Whenever the text of a document presented for
record is legible but is not sufficiently clear to produce
a readable phetesraphie~-reeeréd COPY, the county clerk
shall require the person presenting it for record to sub-
stitute a clear original or a legible true copy of the
original document, or the county clerk may prepare a true
copy of the document by handwriting or typewriting and
attach the same to the original as a part of the document
for making the permanent photographic record. The county
clerk shall charge a fee of £ifey-eents-<$6:58% $.50 per
ene-hundxed 100 words for preparing sueh a true copy.

(END)

- 11 =
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o  Standing Com. Amendment

LSA-073/5C
THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF WYOMING

HA 314517
January 30, 1973

Introduced by: JOINT CORPORATIONS, ELECTICNS AND POLITICAL SUBDIVISIONS
INTERIM COMMITTEE
Mr. Speaker:

o Your Committee ilo. 7 on Corporations, Elections and
Political Subaivisions to whom was referred H. B. NO. 31
respectfullg reports same bpack to the House with the
recommendation that it DOO PASS with the following stand-
ing committee amendments:

) Delete the entire original bill and insert the
following bill:

for

1 AN ACT to create section 9-212.7:1; +to amend sections
2 1-175, 5-141, 9-212.7, 18-58 and 18-123 of the statutes
3 relating to recording, storage, preservation, inspection,
4 reproduction and disposal of public records; authorizing
5 political subdivisions of the state to dispose of orig-
6 inals or copies of public rtecords after reproduction;
7 defining political subdivisions; and specifying coanditions
8 and procedures for reproducing and disposing of public
9 records.

10 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGYISLATURE OF THE STATE OF WYOMING:
1 Section 1., Section 9-212.7:1 of the statutes 1is
12 created to read:

13 9-212.7:1, Definition; reproduction of _public
14 records; disposal ot originals; returning documents; con-—
15 sultation; _storage _and__public_inspection; clerk of dis-
16 trict court; incomnsistent legislation.

17 {a) As used im this section, "Political subdivi-
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sion"™ m@means any county, muhicipality, special district or
any other local government entity of the state of Wyoming.

{(b) Any department, agency, board or individual of
any political subdivision of the state may, subject to the
provisions of this section, with the approval of the gov-
erning body of the political subdivision, record or copy
by any microfilming, microphotographic, photographic,
photostatic or other permanent reproductive device any
public record, as defined in section 9-212.1(c) of the
statutes, which the department, ageacy, bhoard or indi-
vidual of the political subdivision records, keeps,
retains, or is by law, rule or regulation required to
record, keep or retain for a period of years or perma-—
nently. The microfilnm, microphotograph, photograph,
photostat or other permanent reproduction is deemed the
original or official copy of the public records so repro-
duced for all purposes. 1If any department, agency, board
or individual of any political subdivision is reguired to
record any writing or document in books or on other foras,
the recording may be done directliy onto aicrofilas,
microphotograph or other permanent storage medium in lieu
of the other required form of recordation and shall coa-
stitute compliance with any such requirement. A master
negative of microtilm or microphbotographs shall be made

whenever any such process 1s used to reproduce public
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records with the intent of disposing of the original or
copies of the original. The master negative shall be sent
to the director of the state archives and historical
department. One copy of all master negatives shall be
retained by the governmental entity or officer having cus-
tody of the writings or papers thus recorded or copied as
the official copy.

{c) If any document is presented for recording or
notation in public records the document shall, after
recording, be returned to the party from whom it was
received. If the party cannot be located or refuses to
accept it, the document shall be disposed of in accordance
vith section 9-212.6 of the statutes.

(d) Prior to adopting any microfilming, microphoto-
graphic, photographic, photostatic or other reproductive
process, the governing body of a political subdivision
shall consult with the director of the state archives and
historical department. If any of the public records which
are reproduced pursuant to this section are permanent
records or are, under the la¥ws, rules or regulations in
effect at the time of reproduction, required to be trans-
ferred at a later date to any agency or department of the
state, the particular microfilming, wmicrophotographic,
photograpaic, photostatic or other reproductive process

shall be approved by the director of the archives and his-

-3 -
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torical department as one which clearly and accuarately
makes coplies that will last the time they are to be kept,
or can be subsequently reproduced without distortions that
substantially affect their leyibility.

{e) If the original documents are disposed of as
allowed by law, the set of official microfilm retained by
the local governmental entity or official shall be stored
in a safe place and protected from destruﬁtion. The offi-
cial wmicrofilm shall, however, be available to the public
for inspection in the same manner as the original docu-
ments would have been, and sufficient microfilm and micro-
photograpnic readers or other suitable devices saall be
available to the public to permit inspection.

{£) The clerk of district court shall not micro-
film, wicrophotograph, photograph, photostat or otherwise
reproduce, for official record purposes, the files cof any
action or proceediny kept in his office until five years
have lapsed since the initial filing in the action or pro-
ceeding. However, the clerk of district court is not pre-
cluded from making certitied or other copies of documents
in his office for individuals or cfficials.

(9) In recording, reproducing or copying any public
records as authorized by this section and in disposing of
the originals or copies, no restrictions or provisions of

law regarding recording, rceproducing or copying, or the

- -




1973

10
n
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19

20

22
23
24

25

STATE OF WIOMING LSA-073

disposition of originals or copies inconsistent with the
provisions hereof shall be applicable to the governmental
entity or its officers, agents and employees.

Section 2. Sections 1-175, 5-141, 9-212.7, 18-58 and
18-123 of the statutes are amended to read:

1=175. Use of photographic _copies_of_ business_and

=B — B P S

member of a profession or calling, or any department or
agency of STATE government, OR OF ANY POLITICAL SUBDIVI-
SION OF THE STATE in the regular course of business or
activity has kept or recorded any memorandum, writing,
entry, print, representation or combination thereof, of
any act, transaction, occurrence or event, and in the
regular course of business has caused any or all of the
same to be recorded, copied or reproduced by any photo-
graphic, photostatic, microfilm, microcard, miniature
photographic, or other process which accurately reproduces
or forms a durable medium for so reproducing the original,
the original may be destroyed in the regular course of
business unless held in custodial or fiduciary capacity or
unless its preservation is required by law. When the
scale or dimension of such reproduction is of the essence,
such scale shown 1in appropriate units, English measure,
shall be clearly and accurately represented thereon. Such

reproduction, when satisfactorily identified, is as adamis-

-5 -
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sible in evidence as the original itselft in any Jjudicial
or administrative proceeding, whether the original is in
existence or not, and enlargement or facsimile of such
reproduction is 1likewise admissible in evidence if the
original reproduction is in existence and available for
inspection under direction of court. The introduction of
a repreduced RKREPRODUCED record, enlargment or facsiwrile
does not preclude admission of the original.

S-141. Duty of _clerk to file and preserv¥e_ papers;

not to permit papers_to be_taken from_ ofifice; _exception;

liability _on _bond_for_vioclatio

- —— . . e e - i . e

of papers to attormey in different_county, etc. The clerk

shall file together and carefully preserve in his office,
all papers delivered to him for that purpose ia every
action or proceeding. He shall not permit the said papers
to be taken from his office except to be used at a session
of the court or upon legal process, and he shall be liable
upon his ofticial bond to the party suffering injury on
account of any violation of this section.i+pre¥idedy This
section shall not apply to matters in probate,—and—pEe—
¥ided,—fusther,—that Upon the order of the judge of the
district, the clerk may transmit by express or registered
maily to an attorney of the statey appearing in the action
or proceeding, who resides in a different countyy Oor away

from the county seat, suck original filesy as are not
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represented by copies in the clerk's office, and the clerk
shall take the attorney's receipt for each paper in each
case. NOTHING IN THIS SECTION SHALL LIMIT OR PROHIBIT THE
CLERK FROM MICROFILMING PAPERS IN HIS OFFICE, DISPOSING OF
THE OR1GIMALS IN ACCOBDANCE WITH SECTION 9-212.6 OF THB
STATUTEY AND HRETAINING THE OFFICIAL MICROFILM IN LIEU OF
THE ORIGINAL PAPERS PURSUANY TO SECTION 9-212.7:1 OF THE

STATUTES.

5-21247. _ Khen _public _records _may _be _destroyed;

procedure_prior to_destruction. Official public records

of the state, county and municipal governments and polit-
ical sub-divisions SUBDIVISIONS thereof shall =ne& be
destreyed DISPOSED OF IN ACCORDANCE WITH SECTION 9-212.6
OF THE STATUTES. antil—thoy—are—tea—years—oid——or——until
they———aro——either——photographedy—nicrophotographeds
photostatod,—oE-ceproduced-—on—£filas The records committee
may approve a departmental written request, upon proper
and satisfactory showing, that the retention of certain
records for a pinimum period of tem years 1is unnecessary
and uneconomical. Reconmendations for the destruction or
disposition of office files and memoranda shall be submit-
ted to the records committee upon approved forms, prepared
by the records officer of the agemncy concerned and the
director. The committee shall determine the period of

time that any office file or memorandum shall be preserved
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and may authorize the division of archives and records
managerment to arrange for its destruction or disposition.

18-58. 0Offices_and records to _be _kept _at__county

seat; exceptions; records _open _to_ _public _inspection;

resoval for purposes of _copying. Each county officer,

except the county attorney, shall keep his office at the
county seat of his county, agd in the office provided by
the county.+ If +&here-be—nene—providedy THE COUNTY DOES
NOT PROVIDE AN OFFICE, then AN OFFICE SHALL BE MAINTAINED
at such place as the board of county commissioners may
direct.y—and—they ALL COUNTY OFFICERS shall keep the——same
THEIR OFPICES open during the usual business hours of
each day, EXCLUDING Sundays, exseptedy-—aad All books and
papers required to be in their officesy—shall-be ARE open
to the examination of any person.y—a#d If any person or
officer shall neglect to comply with the provisions of
this section, he shall forfeit, for each day he so
neglects, the sum of £iwve——deilass——(5+00) 3$5. 2A&-the
diseretion-of The officer in charge of said ANY documentsy
ke may temporarily remove any of said THE documents teo-the
sentralized—aicreofiln——dopartment—Lfor—the—purposes—set
forth—-in-506+i0a—18—2806y—wyoning—ConpiledStatutesy—1945,
as—amonded-by—chapter-Iit,—Sos5iop—haws—of—Hyoning,—1555+
and—that FROM THEIR REPOSITORY FOR LAWFUL HEPRODUCTION

PUBPOSES, AKRD during the period that—sach-dosumenss-are
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renoved-fren—the-affice—for—the-—purpeses—of—this——ast OF
REMOVAL, he shall aot be subject to any penalty.

18-143. Custodian of public records_and papers; man—

ner of preserving maps; _recording _or filing of deeds,

mortgqages and other instruments; recording of maps__accom—

panying deeds and_ fee therefor; unclear documents.

{a) The county clerk shall have custody of, and
safely keep and preserve all the books, records, deeds,
maps aond papers AND COPIES THEREOF deposited or Kkept in
his officer—in-—the—ease—ef——wmaps—the—original-—ltinen
tracings—shall--be—kept-undanaged—and--—ugafolded-—in-—£iles
conforaing—+0—the-ci-ge—af-—the-tEagingy-—aad-—peints-—of—the
efiginal-tracings—shall-be—nado—accossible—for-—the—use—eof

hand—writing—or-by-eypiagr—photostatingy--photographingy
SF—PpEIating—oither—in-whole—-or—ia—party,—in—saitable—books
to—be—provided—and—kept—in—hic-office,—or-filey—all-deedsy
ROEEFAGOE—RAPSy—HRSEERRORES -8~ ¥ELLiRgy—asbhoFriged—by—Iaw
to—be—recorded—orfileod—in—his—efficey—and-left—with—hin
for-—that——puEposey and shall perform all other duties
required of him by law in relation thereto.y—previded-that
ro—photostating—or—photographing—systenr—shall—be——ordered
oF—instalied-by—said-oelecky—vithout—pEior—approval—of—the
board of-county-commissionesrs~ ALL DEEDS, MORTGAGES, AND

OTHER INSTRUMENTS 1IN WRITING, AUTHORIZED BY LAW TO BE
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1 RECORDED OR FILED IN HIS OFFICE, AND LEFT WITH THE COUNTY
2 CLERK FOR THAT PURPOSE SHALL EITHER BE:

3 {i) RECORDED IN PLAIN OR DISTINCT HANDWRIT-
4 ING, OR BY TYPING, PHOTOSTATING,
5 PHOTOGRAPHING, PRINTING OR OTHERWISE
6 REPRODUCING, EITHER IN WHOLE OR IN PART,
7 IN SUITABLE BOOKS; OR

8 {ii) RECORDED ON MICROFILM, MICROCARDS, OR OTHER
9 PERMANENT HECORD RETENTION MEDIUN. ALL
10 MICROFILMING, MICROPHOTOGRAPHIC, PHOTO-
1 : STATIC, PHOTOGRAPHIC OR OTHER REPRODUC-
12 TIVE PROCESSES SHALL BE INSTITUTED AND
13 USED PURSDANT TO SECTION 9-212.7:1. HMAPS
14 MAY EITHER BE RECORDED AS ABGVE PROVIDED
15 OR THE COUNTY CLERK #AY, TIF COPYING IS
16 NOT LIKELY TO PEROVIDE A SATISFACTORY
17 RECORD, KEEP THE ORIGINALS OH TRACINGS
18 THEREOF, UNDAMAGED AND UNFOLDED, AND MAKE
19 PRINTS AVAILABLE FOR PUBLIC USE.

20 {b) Any deed containing a metes and bounds descrip-
21 tion to be recorded may be accompanied by a map prepared
22 in compliance with current statutes and delineating the
23 land described in such deed, and if a map delineating the
24 land has been previously recorded then the deed may set

25 forth the beok—aad—page reference of TO0 the said recorded

- 10 -
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map. The county <clerk shall charge a fee of $2 for
recording maps submitted in accordaance with this section.
4By (c) Whenever the text of a document presented for
record is legible but is not sufficiently clear to produce
a readable photegraphiec——roesord COPY, the county clerk
shall require the person presenting it for record to sub-
stitute a clear original or a legible true copy of the
original document, or the county clerk may prepare a true
copy of the document by handwriting or typewriting and
attach the same to the original as a part of the document
for making the permanent photographic record. The county
clexrk shall charge a fee of £ifty—-eents—($0+50) $.50 per
one—bhandred 100 words for preparing seeh a true copy.

(END)
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