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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

The purpose of a WWDC level I study is to gather 
information on project alternatives and perform enough basic 
design, analysis and cost estimatjng to determine if it is 
logical and feas i ble tC) proceed ,,,,,i th further evaluation of a 
selected alternative. The Weston County Commission, as 
sponsor of this Level I study, would like to have a 
recreation reservoir constructed in the county to provide 
water based recreation for the citizens of the county and 
anyone else who wishes to utilize the facilities. The Weston 
County Commissioners believe that this project would improve 
the quality of life in the County, and would also provide 
needed economic stimulus to the area in the form of increased 
revenue from out-of-area users. The potential also exists for 
the development of recreation and water sport oriented 
businesses in the community. 

The original scope of this project was directed at 
studying one site on Beaver Creek immediately upstream of the 
Wyoming Highway 450 bridge. At a Seoping meeting held with 
the Weston County Commissioners, the project concept was 
modified to include a more general look at the entire county 
for sites, and preliminary analysis of identified sites. 

A list of desirable characteristics for a Recreation 
Reservoir were established during that meeting to aid in the 
search. The original scope was further modified to ensure 
that the reservoir would be considered for no use which would 
confl ict with recreational acti vi t,ies. 

During the review of alternate sites, five sites were 
identified as having potential for recreation reservoirs. 
Upon further investigation, two sites were found to be 
suitable for further study and evaluation. Those sites are 
designated as Beaver I site and Beaver II site, are located 
on the main stem of Beaver Creek with the proposed dam 
located as follows: 
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Beaver I Section 35, T.45N., R.G3W. 
Beaver II Sections 7 & 8, T.42N., R.61W. 
The basic physical characteristics of each reservoir are: 

Beaver I 
Water surface area at normal high water line 650 acres 
Storage Volume at normal high water line-8000 ae.ft. 

Beaver 1J 
Water surface area at, normal high water 1 ine-~J 12 acres 
Storage Volume at normal high water line-5026 ac.ft. 

WETLANDS POTENTIAL 
In identifying beneficial uses of the reservoir(s) which were 
compatible with recreation, it is necessary to focus on 
non-consumptive activities. One obvious use, in addition to 
recreation, is the establishment of wetlands habitat. Due to 
a national policy of "NO NET LOSS" of wet.lands, the 
construction of any water development project is often 
jeopardized by the potential loss of wetlands. In the case 
of this reservoir, the construction will result in the 
automatic creation of that tY'pe of habit.at. vvith lit,tle or 
no impact upon the primary use of the reservoir, the 
approximate upstream 1/3 of the reservoir (at either Beaver I 
or Beaver II site) could easily be designated and managed as 
wetlands habitat. In this area, the normal rise and fall 
cycle of the high water line (due to "pass through" 
requirements of prior water rights coupled with summer 
evaporation) will expose the highest percent of potential 
wetlands habitat in the reservoir. While this fluctuation is 
undesirable for recreation purposes, that action parallels 
the natural action of a wetlands habitat (being inundated in 
the spring and early summer, then drying and producing 
vegetation) thus providing ideal conditions for manag~ment of 
that t'Y'pe area. 

CONCLUSIONS 
The analysis of the dath gathered during this study 

show a definitive choice for recreation reservoir sites in 
Weston County. The site designatpd a Beaver I has clear 
advantages over the Beaver II site in cost of construction, 
accessibility, and land ownership considerations. It is 
recommended that this reservoir site be considered for the 
est,imat,ed $2.8 million projt-.:·(>t. t~() c'reate a recreat,ion 
reservoir in Weston County. 

Thp invest.] fcat,iun of ::·:()urCt~:::':; of avai lable funding 
ind ic:atJ:'; t.r-Iat. for project capit:.al i:?:ation, the most, 1 ikely 
a1 t.ernhi-, i ,rei. G a reque:=:;t~ of 7 !S% @~r"an L from the ~\]lf\]DC wi tb the 
balance bF:ing paid either i..:.bro1J;!o.HI :;:1 loan or direct, 
appropriation by the County. 

()perational funds are anotber source ()f c~onc;erll> 
:::':,orneclne or some agency' must assume respons i bi 1 i t.y fC.lr t.be 
(lpc'r·8tir~.tn and maint-..enance of t.he r(?ser·vcd.r and rec;reatj on 
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area. The Wyoming Game and Fish Commission has indicated 
that they will manage the fisheries and wetlands. In 
addition, the Wyoming Recreation Commission indicates that it 
may be possible to include the area in their park system. 
When ever option is taken, the entity with primary 
responsibility must make a firm commitment prior to project 
construction. 
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