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AN ACT to create !{.S. 26-22-LO4t and to anend W.S. 35-2-101(b) relat-
ing to hoEpice caret deflnlng hospice caret reguirlng healtb Ln6ur€rs
to provide coverage for hospice caEet granting the inguranc€ cornnls-
sj.oner rulemaking authorlty for hospice care poLlcy provialons;
reguiring hospice care facilltlea to be licenseal by the stat€ alepart-
ment of health and social, servicesi and providlng tot an efteetive
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Be It Enacted b the islature of the State of om]-nq:

Section 1. W.S. 26-22-104 is created to read:

INTRODUCEI)

19 85 STATE OF WYOMING

SENATE FTLE NO. O2O9

85LSO-0397.01

Hospice care.

Sponsored by:

ror

AN ACT do create w.S. 25-22-104; and to amend w.S.

35-2-101. (b) relating to hospice carei defining hospice

carei requiring health insurers to provide coverag'e for

hospice carei granting the insurance commissioner

rulemaking authority for hospice care policy provisions;

requiring hospice care facilities to be l-icensed by the

state department of health and social servicesi and pro-

viding for an effective date.
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STATS OT WYOMING 85LSO-0397

26-22-104. HeaIth insurance benefits for hospice

care.

(a) As used in this section, tthospice carett means

care and services provided to a terminally iII individual
by a hospice care facility licensed by the department of

health and social services or provided by any other person

under an arrangement with a licensed hospice care facil-
ity.

(b) Notwithstanding any other provision of this
code, an individual or group policy of accident and sick-

ness insurance including any prepaid hospital,
medical-surgical or other health service plan and any

group disability plan sha1l offer the policyholder the

opportunity to purchase benefits for hospice care recom-

mended by a physician as medically necessary. This sub-

section shall not require an insurer to offer coverages

for which premiums do not cover expected benefits.

(c) The commj-ssioner in consultation with the

department of health and social services may adopt rules

and regulations providing for standard policy provisions

including the criteria for and extent of hospice care cov-

eragie. PoIicy provisions shall facilitate pronpt and
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informed decisions

charge.

regardi.ng patient nlacement and dis-

Section 2. W.S. 35-2-1O1(b) is amended to read:

35-2-101. Definition; applicability of W.S. 35-2-101

through 35-2-112, 35-2-119 and 35-2-120.

(b) Hospital , sanatorium, rest home, nursing home,

boarding home and other related institutions, rvithin the

meanlng of this act means any institution, place, building
or agiency 1n which any accommodation is maintained, fur-

ni.shed or offered for the hospitalization of the sick or

injured or care of any persens PERSON requiring or receiv-

ing chronic or convalescent care AND INCLUDES ANY HOSPICE

CARE FACILITY EOR TERMINALLY ILL INDIVIDUALS. Nothins in
thj-s act sha1l apply to hotels or other similar places

that furnish only board and room or either to their guests

nor to hospitals operated by the federal grovernment.

Section 3. This act is effective May 23, L985.

(END)
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Hospice care. 85LSO-0397 . L1

FISCAL NOTE

Anticipated REVENUE to: Fiscal Year L9 Fiscal Year 19

TOTAL ESTTMATED REVENUE

Anticipated COST to: Fiscal Year L9 Fiscal Year 19

TOTAL ESTIMATED COST

According to a spokesman for the Insurance Department and the DePart-
ment of Health and Social Services, there would be no significant fis-
cal or personneJ- impact.
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85LSO-0397/eng

Hospice care.

Sponsored by: Senator(s) ARNEY

A BILL

for

ANACT to create W.S. 26-22-104; and to amend W.S.

35-2-101 (b) relating to hospice care; defining hospice

care; requi.ring health insurers to provide coverage for

hospice carei granting the insurance commj-ssioner

rulemaking authority for hosplce care policy provisions;

requiring trospice care facilities to be licensed by the

state department of health and social services; and pro-

viding for an effective date.

Be lt Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Wvoming:
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Section 1. W.S. 26-22-104 is created to read:
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26-22-1O4. Health insurance benefits for hospice

care.

(a) As used in this section, rrhospice care* means

care and servj.ces provided to a terminally ill individual

by a trospice care facility licensed by the department of

health and social services or by any other person provid-

ing home care under an arrangement with a licensed hospice

care tacility.

(b) Notr"rithstanding any other provision of this

code, an individual or group policy of accident and sick-

ness insurance including any prepaid hospital,
medical-surgical or other health service plan and any

group disability plan shall offer the policyholder the

opportunit,y to purctrase benefits for hospice care recom-

mended by a physician as medically necessary. This sub-

section shall not require an insurer to offer coverages

for which premiums do not cover expected benefits.

(c) The commissioner in consultation with the

department of health and social services may adopt rules

and regiulations providing for standard policy provisions

including the criteria for and extent of hospice care cov-

erage. Pollcy provisions shal1 facilitate prompt and
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informed decisions

charge

regarding patient placement and dis-

Section 2. W.S. 35-2-1O1(b) is amended to read:

35-2-101,. Definition; applicability of W.S. 35-2-101

throush 35-2-L12, 35-2-l]-9 and 35-2-120.

(b) Hospital , sanatorium, rest trome, nursing: home,

boarding home and other related institutions, wi,thin the

rneani-ng: of thj.s act means any institution, place, building
or agency in which any acconrmodation is maintained, fur-
nished or offered f,or the hospitali.zation of the sick or

injured or care of any persens PERSON reguiring or receiv-

ing chronic or convaLescent care AND INCLUDES ANY IIOSPICE

CARE FACILITY FOR TERMINALLY ILL IMIVIDUALS. Nothing in
this act shall apply to hotels or other similar places

that furnish only board and room or either to their gnrests

nor to hospitals operated by the federal government.

Section 3. This act is effective May 23, 1985.

(END)
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