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transmit herewith the Annual Report of the State Inspector of Mines for the year 2021.
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STATE MINE INSPECTOR'S OFFICE PERSONNEL

Name Title Location

Kroupa, Heather State Inspector of Mines Rock Springs

Ashley, Cary D. Deputy Inspector of Mines (Coal) Lander

Dorn, Don Deputy Inspector of Mines Douglas

Frost, Bill Deputy Inspector of Mines Rock Springs

Mulinix, Rob Deputy Inspector of Mines Rock Springs

Solaas, Bob Deputy Inspector of Mines Gillette

Goplerud, Rebecca Executive Assistant Rock Springs

This office is a division of the Department of Workforce Services, and is located in Rock 
Springs, WY.  It is the responsibility of this office to administer the State Statutes 
pertaining to the health and safety of the miners, and to recommend legislative changes in 
such regulations when needed.

Pursuant to these statutes, each mining operation in the State is inspected for compliance 
several times each year, and all complaints, serious accidents, and fatalities are 
investigated.

State Statutes also created the Mining Council, composed of 10 members and the State 
Inspector of Mines.  The membership is composed of 5 management and 5 hourly 
representatives from various types of mining operations.  The members of the Council act 
in conjunction with the State Inspector of Mines to improve the health and safety in the 
mines of this state.

The State Mining Council is also responsible for the certification of underground and 
surface mine foreman and mine examiners as required by State Statutes.  The members 
of the Mining Council are:

Barker, Christopher G. Management, UG Coal

Ciner Wyoming LLC

Green River, WY

Burd, Michael K. Hourly, Trona

Genesis Alkali, LLC

Green River, WY

Cooley, Curtiss Jr. Management, Trona

Tata Chemicals

Green River, WY

Dillinger, Phillip Hourly, Coal

Eagle Specialty Materials LLC

Gillette, WY
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Fagley, Eric Management, Trona - President

Tata Chemicals

Green River, WY

Johnson, Alan Hourly, Coal

SLS West

Gillette, WY

Ritter, Brett Management, Coal

Kemmerer Operations, LLC

Kemmerer, WY

Roberts, Stephen Hourly, Trona

Tata Chemicals

Green River, WY

Wilkerson, Russell Management, Bentonite

American Colloid/Mineral Tech

Lovell, WY
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2021 - EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Fatalities

On July 21, 2021, Jeffrey Wendland, an employee of Arch Resources, Black Thunder 
Mine, was working to remove a section of the boom on the FMC Link-Belt HC258 Lattice 
Boom Crane, Company #374, located at the 6 and 1/2 North Pit, #12 Dragline location.  
The boom was not properly supported against motion, and when the second of the two 
bottom pins were removed, the crane boom hinged and dropped, fatally injuring Mr. 
Wendland.

Lost Time Accidents

Operations:
2021 - 51 Lost Time Accidents
2020 - 39 Lost Time Accidents
2019 - 44 Lost Time Accidents

Contractors:
2021 -  9 Lost Time Accidents
2020 -  2 Lost Time Accidents
2019 -  6 Lost Time Accidents

Total:
2021 - 60 Lost Time Accidents
2020 - 41 Lost Time Accidents
2019 - 50 Lost Time Accidents

We had a total of 98 companies that worked 10,000 hours or more without a lost time
accident in 2021.

Additional Information 

The Bridger Coal Company underground mine ceased coal mining operations on 
November 21, 2021.  All portals have been sealed and the ventilation shaft filled.  A final 
inspection of the mine was completed and filed by the State Mine Inspector's Office as per 
the requirements of W.S. 30-2-407.  As of this date, there are no underground coal mines 
in active operation in the state of Wyoming.
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Production and Employee Data

2021 - Coal Production - 238,640,467 tons
2020 - Coal Production - 218,561,923 tons
2019 - Coal Production - 277,087,947 tons

2021 - Coal Employment - 4,971 employees
2020 - Coal Employment - 4,747 employees
2019 - Coal Employment - 5,319 employees

2021 - Trona Production - 17,995,730 tons
2020 - Trona Production - 15,510,584 tons
2019 - Trona Production - 18,133,757 tons

2021 - Trona Employment - 2,250 employees
2020 - Trona Employment - 2,290 employees
2019 - Trona Employment - 2,311 employees

2021 - Bentonite Production (plant) - 4,342,366 tons  (mine) - 3,548,465 tons
2020 - Bentonite Production (plant) - 3,845,225 tons  (mine) - 3,413,728 tons 
2019 - Bentonite Production (plant) - 4,353,559 tons  (mine) - 5,157,153 tons

2021 - Bentonite Employment - 644 employees
2020 - Bentonite Employment - 694 employees
2019 - Bentonite Employment - 771 employees

State Mine Inspector Health and Safety 
Inspections

2021 - 1955 Health and Safety Inspections conducted
2020 - 1377 Health and Safety Inspections conducted 
2019 - 1055 Health and Safety Inspections conducted
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Sub-Part Violation Discription

30 30-3-102 Reasonable safety regulations and precautions; enumeration of general safety 
rules; hazards to be posted; care of tools.

30 30-3-204 Machinery; standard safety methods and devices required.

30 30-3-305 First-aid equipment and training standards established by rule.

30 30-3-107 Inspections for safety hazards.

30 30-2-405 Notice as to commencement of operations.

30 30-3-111 Stairways and platforms.

30 30-2-209 Inspections; reports; posting and distribution; interim reports.

30 30-2-401 Safety rules; posting; responsibility for observance.

56 56.14107 Moving machine parts.

56 56.4201 Inspection.

56 56.14100 Safety defects; examination, correction and records.

56 56.14112 Construction and maintenance of guards.

56 56.4230 Self-propelled equipment.

56 56.9300 Berms or guardrails.

56 56.11003 Construction and maintenance of ladders.

56 56.14132 Horns and backup alarms.

57 57.14107 Moving machine parts.

57 57.11001 Safe access.

57 57.11002 Handrails and toeboards.

57 57.14109 Unguarded conveyors with adjacent travelways.

57 57.12030 Correction of dangerous conditions.

57 57.20003 Housekeeping.

57 57.12013 Splices and repairs of power cables.

57 57.12008 Insulation and fittings for power wires and cables.

77 77.502-2 Electric equipment; frequency of examination and testing.

77 77.502 Electric equipment; examination, testing, and maintenance.

77 77.404 Machinery and equipment; operation and maintenance.

77 77.1606 Loading and haulage equipment; inspection and maintenance.

77 77.400 Mechanical equipment guards.

77 77.208 Storage of materials.

77 77.205 Travelways at surface installations.

77 77.1110 Examination and maintenance of firefighting equipment.

Frequently Cited Violations - By Regulation Sub Part
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Training

Mine safety and health training is available at Northern Wyoming Community 
College District, Gillette College and at Western Wyoming Community College, Green
River Campus. Certified instructors conduct training on campus and also travel
throughout the state upon request.

The programs currently available from certified instructors are:

Annual Refresher Training
New Miner Training
Impoundment Re-certification
Electrical Certification Review
Electrical Re-certification
Mine Foreman Certification Review
Surface Coal Shot-Firer Re-certification
Instructor Training for Certification
Accident Investigation and Prevention
Part 56/57 Training
Part 77 Training
Part 46 Training
Part 47 Haz-Com Training
Part 62 Noise Training
First Responder Training
First Aid
C.P.R.
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2021 - MINE FOREMAN CERTIFICATION

The Wyoming Mining Council is responsible for the certification of Mine Foreman in the 
State. 115 certificates were awarded for 2021.

Surface Coal Foreman

Albin, Thomas A6342

Backes, Christopher A6345

Baird, John A6346

Ballou, Brian A6349

Bartlett, Tyler A6350

Baysinger, Jerry A6351

Bernatis, Jason A6354

Biley, Kasey A6355

Bobrowski, Sonia A6356

Booth, Tye A6359

Bowles, Randy A6360

Bowman, Brian A6361

Bowman, Jimmy A6362

Braden, Daniel A6364

Buer, Brady A6365

Cardenas, Mario A6366

Chiles, Robert A6367

Christianson, Rick A6369

Clark, Brian A6372

Coats, William A6373

Cook, Shane A6374

Crawford, Clifford A6375

Culey, Bret A6376

Dahn, Arthur A6379

McCann, Krystle A6413

McCoy, Dustan A6414

McKinsey, Coleton A6415

Meacham, Andrew A6419

Melling, Travis A6420

Merchen, Edward A6421

Moore, Melisa A6422

Nelson, Tyler A6423

Neufeld, Garrett A6424

Noyce, Wesley A6425

Ocampo-Guicho, Alex A6426

Parsons, Kacey A6427

Perry, Jonathan A6428

Pitchford, Jacob A6429

Poitra, Dane A6430

Powell, Ryan A6431

Prewett, Zachary A6432

Resner, Joseph A6433

Richard, Daniel A6434

Rohan, William A6437

Rosier, Nicole A6438

Ross, Orion A6439

Ryman, Tracy A6440

Sadler, Aaron A6441
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DeCent, George A6380

Draper, Justin A6381

Ealey, Gordon A6382

Ehrhard, Shaun A6383

Eisenbraun, Jason A6384

Gaskins, Jeremy A6386

Gleason, Josh A6389

Goettle, Matthew A6390

Harber, Zachary A6395

Harshbarger, Travis A6396

Heilbrun, David A6397

Heward, Steven A6398

Hodson, Chad A6399

Holdren, Austin A6400

Hoxie, Walker A6401

Iverson, Corey A6402

Jensen, James A6403

Johnson, Cameron A6406

Klock, Casey A6407

Larson, Wayne A6409

Liechti, Kirk A6410

Littlejohn, Taylor A6411

Lizarraga, Oscar A6412

Maser, Raymond A6418

Sandel, Jeremy A6442

Schlosser, Robert A6445

Schmidt, Joshua A6446

Shaefer, Clinton A6452

Sheridan, Richard A6453

Sigel, Jeffrey A6454

Slaten, Kara A6455

Smith, Logan A6456

Smythe, Nathan A6457

Studie, Kyle A6461

Sutherland, Kelly A6462

Swanagon, Jason A6463

Swenson, Joshua A6464

Tatum, Michael A6465

Taylor, Bryan A6466

Van Hemert, Eric A6469

Villarreal, Brian A6470

Walsh, Trevor A6471

Wassmann, Josh A6472

Wiard, Michael A6475

Williams, McKenley A6476

Williams, Sean A6477

Zellitti, Travis A6479

Zumbro, Jeffrey A6480

Underground Trona Mine Foreman

Adams, Michael A6341

Annala, Kolbe A6344

Ballard, Dale A6348

Bell, Corey A6353

Jensen, Scott A6405

Martin, Robert A6417

Roberts, Jackson A6436

Scantlin, Kurk A6444
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Boon, Raymond A6358

Clark, Brandon A6371

Curtis, Samuel A6378

Gillespie, Nathan A6388

Goodell, Tim A6392

Hanson, Logan A6394

Schnebeck, Nathan A6448

Servey, Daniel A6451

Solaas, Joshua A6459

Thayn, Tyler A6468

Waters, Lamar A6474

Certifications awarded for 2021:   115

11



2021 - EXAMINER CERTIFICATION

The Wyoming Mining Council is responsible for the certification of Mine Examiners in the 
State. 26 certificates were awarded for 2021.

Underground Trona Mine Examiner

Adams, Michael A6340

Annala, Kolbe A6343

Ballard, Dale A6347

Bell, Corey A6352

Boon, Raymond A6357

Clark, Brandon A6370

Curtis, Samuel A6377

Gillespie, Nathan A6387

Goodell, Tim A6391

Hanson, Logan A6393

Jensen, Scott A6404

Martin, Robert A6416

Roberts, Jackson A6435

Scantlin, Kurk A6443

Schnebeck, Nathan A6447

Servey, Daniel A6450

Solaas, Joshua A6458

Thayn, Tyler A6467

Waters, Lamar A6473

Surface Coal Examiner

Boynton, Dylan A6363

Christensen, Dakota A6368

Forrester, Robert A6385

Lafferty, Erin A6408

Scott, Steven A6449

Straight, Weston A6460

Withrow, Justin A6478

Certifications awarded for 2021:   26
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2021 - CONTRACTOR CERTIFIED PERSON

This certification is the result of new rule making in 2008. This certified person is qualified 
to perform work place examinations at surface coal mines for contractor work areas. 27 
certificates were awarded for 2021.

Contractor Certified Person

Averett, Michael 1677

Ball, Christopher 1679

Burpoe, Joseph 1656

Carpenter, Scotty 1669

Davis, Jerry 1659

Ellison, Kevin 1666

Entel, William 1678

Gibbs, Alan 1667

Godfrey, Denisa 1660

Green, Brennan 1664

Kady, John 1680

Kelly, Brenna 1674

Koester, Bobby 1670

Kuhbacher, Steve 1673

Lange, Cindy 1657

Larralde, Joseph 1671

Massie, Jason 1662

Mooney, Ronnie 1665

Ortiz, Julie 1658

Reed, David 1681

Rodriguez, Matthew 1675

Selders, Christopher 1655

Simons, Alan 1668

Sumner, Shannon 1676

Troyer, Howard 1672

Yildirim, Onur 1661

Zimmerschied, Kari 1663

Certifications awarded for 2021:   27
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2021 - SAFETY AWARDS

I would like to commend and congratulate the following companies and their employees 
for having worked the entire year of 2021, for 10,000 or more manhours, with no lost time 
accidents.

OPERATIONS MANHOURS

Navajo Transitional Energy Company (NTEC) - Cordero Rojo 550,544

Peabody Caballo Coal, LLC - Caballo Mine 412,112

Eagle Specialty Materials, LLC - Eagle Butte 393,474

Buckskin Mining Company - Buckskin Mining Company 354,240

Black Butte Coal Company - Black Butte Mine 242,903

Peabody Caballo Coal, LLC - Rawhide Mine 230,086

GK Construction 220,357

Thunder Basin Coal Co. LLC/Coal Creek - Coal Creek Mine 213,427

Standard Laboratories, Inc. 155,390

Black Rock Mine Service, LLC 154,645

Watco 154,036

Bentonite Performance Minerals, LLC-Colony - Colony Plant 138,523

Shimmick 125,907

Bentonite Performance Minerals, LLC - Lovell - BPM Lovell Mill 114,566

Bentonite Performance Minerals, LLC-Colony - Colony Mine 110,067

Western Fuels Wyoming, Inc. - Dry Fork Mine 109,540

Black Hills Energy - Wyodak Mine - Wyodak Mine 98,805

Wyoming Machinery Company 97,089

Bulk Transport Company West, Inc. 96,000

American Colloid Company - Lovell Mill 95,125

Earth Work Solutions UN8 84,695

WESCO 83,508

Searle Brothers Construction Co. 77,955

MI SWACO a Schlumberger Company - MI SWACO Greybull Mine 75,480
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OPERATIONS MANHOURS

American Track Generation, LLC 75,319

AKJ Chemicals 72,013

Wyo-Ben, Inc. - Stucco Mill 58,938

Wyo-Ben, Inc. - Lucerne Mill 55,604

American Colloid Company-Colony West - Colony West 50,675

Black Hills Bentonite - Mills Plant 49,226

Avail Valley Construction-WY, LLC - C0718 44,892

Warfab, LLC 43,728

Komatsu Mining Distribution 42,626

Hladky Construction, Inc. 40,602

Crown Products and Service, Inc. 36,399

Martin Marietta-Guernsey Quarry - Guernsey Quarry 35,620

Wyo-Ben, Inc. - Sage Creek Mill 35,329

Bodec, Inc. 35,308

Securitas Security Services USA, Inc. 33,435

Black Hills Bentonite - Kaycee Mine 32,604

Dennis M. McCoy & Sons, Inc. 32,130

Black Hills Bentonite - Harry Thorson Plant 31,016

Pete Lien & Sons, Inc. - 4801513 Wyoming Lime Products 30,476

American Colloid Company - Yellow Tail Mine 30,402

Simon Contractors - Harriman Crusher #1 30,375

GMS Mine Repair and Maintenance Inc. 29,978

Wheeler Machinery Company 29,545

Arnold Machinery Company 29,474

Black Hills Bentonite - Casper Mill 29,374

Savage Transportation Services 29,334

North American Industrial Services 28,976

L&H Industrial 27,955

SGS NA Minerals 26,281
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OPERATIONS MANHOURS

DP Industrial, Inc. 26,192

Black Hills Bentonite - Worland Plant 25,007

Watco/ Solvay Chemicals 24,708

Mountain West Electric, Inc. 23,822

Tolsa Wyoming Bentonite Corp. - Bucknum Plant 21,204

Homax Oil 19,720

Fisher Sand & Gravel - Contractor ID D3H 19,583

Black Hills Lignite, LLC - Glenrock Plant 18,856

Mountain State Rail Services, Inc. 18,468

Wyo-Ben, Inc. - Big Horn Basin Mines 18,136

Mullinax, Inc. - Mullinax Portable Crushing 18,118

JJC Fabrication 18,107

Wagner Ranch Services, LLC - 48-01611 Wagner Spread 3 17,753

Redi Services, LLC 17,577

Coleman Electrical Services, LLC 17,544

Evans Construction Company - Evans #1 Portable 17,357

FireMaster 17,322

JTL Group, Inc. - CRUSHER 7 17,193

Avail Valley Construction-WY, LLC - 48-01637 15,362

Epiroc USA, LLC 15,071

Mountain States Contracting 14,614

Reno Rock Transport, LLC 14,457

Fisher Sand & Gravel - Plant 25 14,015

2M Construction, Inc. - Good Pit 13,862

Himes Drilling Company, Inc. 13,345

McGarvin-Moberly Construction Co. - Crusher #2 13,014

Eitel Trucking 12,881

Watco/Ciner Wyoming 12,852

Mandros Painting, Inc. 12,850
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OPERATIONS MANHOURS

Mountain Cement Company, LLC - Mountain Cement Shale Quarry 12,841

Black Hills Lignite, LLC - Glenrock Pit 12,820

B&B Aggregates 12,756

Mullinax, Inc. - Mullinax-Sand & Gravel Pit 12,736

Redi Project Services, LLC 12,348

Croell, Inc. - Quarry-Limestone (Rogers Pit) 12,187

IronArc Welding, LLC 11,987

Flowtech Fueling, LLC 11,880

JTL Group, Inc. - CRUSHER 3 11,303

Bentonite Performance Minerals, LLC - Lovell - BPM Lovell Mine 11,232

LeGrand Johnson Construction Co. - Portable F 11,226

DRM, Inc. 10,833

Black Hills Bentonite - Oshoto Mine 10,830

Taylor Trucking 10,541

LDE Corporation 10,282

JTL Group, Inc. - VR Pit 10,084

TOTAL 98
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COAL PRODUCTION FROM 1912 THROUGH 2021

Year Tonnage Employees

1912 .................................................................................................... 7,341,141 0

1913 .................................................................................................... 7,095,652 0

1914 .................................................................................................... 7,221,772 0

1915 .................................................................................................... 6,268,990 0

1916 .................................................................................................... 7,696,344 0

1917 .................................................................................................... 8,789,514 0

1918 .................................................................................................... 9,417,269 7,723

1919 .................................................................................................... 8,166,008 7,725

1920 .................................................................................................... 9,589,274 8,166

1921 .................................................................................................... 8,303,479 8,037

1922 .................................................................................................... 5,976,474 9,192

1923 .................................................................................................... 7,587,676 7,511

1924 .................................................................................................... 6,715,554 7,210

1925 .................................................................................................... 6,557,576 6,364

1926 .................................................................................................... 6,495,815 5,912

1927 .................................................................................................... 5,738,561 5,081

1928 .................................................................................................... 6,553,174 5,639

1929 .................................................................................................... 6,690,779 4,768

1930 .................................................................................................... 6,070,796 4,868

1931 .................................................................................................... 5,000,366 4,675

1932 .................................................................................................... 4,163,419 4,236

1933 .................................................................................................... 4,004,602 3,792

1934 .................................................................................................... 4,376,791 3,778

1935 .................................................................................................... 5,165,289 4,090

1936 .................................................................................................... 5,791,202 4,751

1937 .................................................................................................... 5,950,230 4,996

1938 .................................................................................................... 5,219,054 4,868

1939 .................................................................................................... 5,411,072 4,287

1940 .................................................................................................... 5,350,702 4,321

1941 .................................................................................................... 6,670,808 4,506

1942 .................................................................................................... 8,154,861 4,776

1943 .................................................................................................... 9,237,729 4,675

1944 .................................................................................................... 9,559,593 4,585

1945 .................................................................................................... 9,836,798 4,814

1946 .................................................................................................... 7,616,681 4,500

1947 .................................................................................................... 8,054,751 4,348

1948 .................................................................................................... 6,408,302 4,212

1949 .................................................................................................... 5,972,640 3,814

1950 .................................................................................................... 6,341,899 3,598

1951 .................................................................................................... 6,288,157 3,187

1952 .................................................................................................... 6,106,949 2,903

1953 .................................................................................................... 5,243,715 2,788

1954 .................................................................................................... 2,833,353 1,532

1955 .................................................................................................... 2,921,563 979

1956 .................................................................................................... 2,555,452 1,016
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1957 .................................................................................................... 2,118,366 634

1958 .................................................................................................... 1,631,234 587

1959 .................................................................................................... 1,976,597 479

1960 .................................................................................................... 2,004,147 439

1961 .................................................................................................... 2,520,258 446

1962 .................................................................................................... 2,574,560 449

1963 .................................................................................................... 3,126,942 371

1964 .................................................................................................... 3,103,798 380

1965 .................................................................................................... 3,257,314 327

1966 .................................................................................................... 3,670,505 356

1967 .................................................................................................... 3,588,649 332

1968 .................................................................................................... 3,694,213 352

1969 .................................................................................................... 4,605,994 448

1970 .................................................................................................... 7,380,921 621

1971 .................................................................................................... 8,007,765 727

1972 .................................................................................................... 10,920,468 943

1973 .................................................................................................... 14,840,857 1,179

1974 .................................................................................................... 20,649,754 1,411

1975 .................................................................................................... 23,784,128 2,038

1976 .................................................................................................... 31,085,412 2,511

1977 .................................................................................................... 44,046,842 3,314

1978 .................................................................................................... 58,174,825 3,928

1979 .................................................................................................... 71,445,178 5,265

1980 .................................................................................................... 94,986,433 6,231

1981 .................................................................................................... 102,695,536 6,015

1982 .................................................................................................... 107,954,583 5,681

1983 .................................................................................................... 112,187,874 5,401

1984 .................................................................................................... 130,745,779 5,336

1985 .................................................................................................... 140,424,446 5,275

1986 .................................................................................................... 135,403,347 4,671

1987 .................................................................................................... 146,488,648 4,423

1988 .................................................................................................... 163,588,200 4,533

1989 .................................................................................................... 171,140,004 4,560

1990 .................................................................................................... 184,005,701 4,623

1991 .................................................................................................... 193,863,806 4,663

1992 .................................................................................................... 189,470,256 4,648

1993 .................................................................................................... 209,925,826 4,562

1994 .................................................................................................... 236,908,067 4,572

1995 .................................................................................................... 263,938,023 4,374

1996 .................................................................................................... 278,424,956 4,398

1997 .................................................................................................... 281,481,516 4,303

1998 .................................................................................................... 314,962,091 4,335

1999 .................................................................................................... 336,459,938 4,606

2000 .................................................................................................... 338,852,148 4,414

2001 .................................................................................................... 368,878,135 4,532

2002 .................................................................................................... 373,195,431 4,684

2003 .................................................................................................... 376,565,247 4,788

2004 .................................................................................................... 395,425,278 5,345

2005 .................................................................................................... 404,488,858 5,330

2006 .................................................................................................... 444,880,617 6,030
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2007 .................................................................................................... 452,134,704 6,469

2008 .................................................................................................... 466,319,331 6,760

2009 .................................................................................................... 432,481,322 6,822

2010 .................................................................................................... 442,061,036 6,869

2011 .................................................................................................... 438,380,012 7,000

2012 .................................................................................................... 401,457,074 6,902

2013 .................................................................................................... 387,995,072 6,516

2014 .................................................................................................... 392,751,713 6,578

2015 .................................................................................................... 375,694,995 6,646

2016 .................................................................................................... 297,501,894 5,682

2017 .................................................................................................... 316,603,867 5,687

2018 .................................................................................................... 304,180,569 5,534

2019 .................................................................................................... 277,087,947 5,319

2020 .................................................................................................... 218,561,923 4,747

2021 .................................................................................................... 238,640,467 4,971
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2021 - COAL PRODUCTION BY COUNTY

Campbell 230,090,975

Lincoln 2,501,445

Sweetwater 6,048,047

TOTAL 238,640,467

2021 - COAL BY MINING METHOD

Surface 235,577,643

Underground 3,062,824

TOTAL 238,640,467
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