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A BILL

for
AN ACT to crea'-e W. S. 2l--5-l_38 i and to arnend W. S.

2L-5-Lo3 (a) (intro) , (ii) and (vi) , 2L-S-LL6, 2L-S-L26,

2l--5-130 and 2l--5-l-31- relating to the Wyoming School Dis-

trict Organization Law; specifying additional criteria for
school districts organized under lawi prescribing reorga-
nization j-n accordance with existing procedure subject to
specified tirne linitations; specifying treatrnent of reor-
ganized district l,onded indebtednessi exempting countlzwide

unified districts; and providing for an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Wyoming:

Section l-. W.S. 21-5-L38 is created to read:

ffis st{M
pEsss8sffiL
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rYY 5 STATE OF WYOMING 93LSO- 0316

reguired reorganization by county committees; reorqaniza-

tion plan; state conmittee approval .

(a) Any unified or nonunified district with ar aver-

age daily membership as defined under w.S.

2L-L3-101 (a) (i) , of five hundred (500) or less for three

(3) consecutive school years, shall be combined with a

cont,iguous unified district situated primarily wiuhin the

same county as provided under t,his sect.ion. The state

superintendenE shall annually detsermine if any district
qualifies for reorganization under this sect.ion and sha1l

provide writsEen notice of gualification to the board of

E,nrstees of each district wichin any county in which a

guatifying districc is primarily located. Notice by Lhe

stsate superint.endent sha1I be provided not later than

October 1 of the school year immediately following the

uhree (3) year consecutive period used in determining

qualification and shall clearly indicate the responsibili-
t.ies imposed upon Ehe districts by this section. The

boards of Lrustees of each districts within Ehe county,

acting as the county planning committee pursuant to W.S.

21-5-130, sha1l following notification but not later tshan

March 1 of thaE school year and subsequenE Lo public
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hearing requirements under w.S. 21-5-114(a) (ii), submit a

plan to the state committee for reorganizaEion wichin the

county pursuant t,o this section. Cont,ents of the submit,-

ted plan sha1I be as prescribed by w.S. 21-5-114 including
trustee residence areas, and except for the time limita-
tions imposed under this chapter, the plan shall conform

to criteria and procedures specified by this chapter.

(b) The sEatse committ,ee sha1l review the submiuted

plan and sha1l wiEhin forEy-five (45) days afEer receipE,

approve or reject the plan in accordance with w.S.

21,-5- 108 (a) (vii) . In addit,ion, t,he state conunittee shall
not approve any plan under which the combination of dis-
tricts pursuanE Eo this section resulEs in five hundred

(500) average daily membership or less as compuued for
studenE, enrollment,s for the mosE recent school year. Any

rejected plan sha1l be reEurned tso the county planning

commit,t,ee together with recornrnendations for acceptance.

The count,y planning conrnietee sha1l resubmit. a modified

plan unEil approved by t,he state cormnittee under this
chapt,er. Upon approval , the sLate conrnittee shall in
accordance wit,h W.S. 21-5-108, order the establishment of
the reorganized district, according tso the approved plan.

If a county planning cormnit.t.ee fails to submit a plan
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under this section or fails to submit an acceptable plan

within thirty (30) days after notice of sE,ate comnittsee

rejection of the initial plan, the state commitEee shall
reorganize the affected district.s pursuant tso this sec-

tion.

(c) Following an order by the slage conunit,tee filed
with the county clerk pursuant Eo W.S. 21-5-108(a) (vii),

the reorganized districE shal1 be established in accor-

dance with the effective daEe of the plan and W.S.

2L-5-LL'7. The effective date of the plan sha1l be a daEe

sufficient to enable operaEion of Ehe reorganized district
and election of initial district trustees by ,Iuly 1 of the

school year immediately following Ehe school year in which

the plan was developed. The old districEs from which the

new districE was formed shall cease and the board of

trustees of Ehe reorganized districts shall conunence in the

manner prescribed under W.S. 21-5-118. A11 real and per-

sonal property of the former districts and the rights of

district employees shall be transferred and protected as

provided under W.S. 21-5-125 and 21-5-L29.

(d) The average daily membership for any school year

prior to ,Ju1y t, L992 shall not be used by the state
superintendent in determining the qualification of any
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dist,rict under this section.

Sectsion 2. W.S. 2I-5-103 (a) (intro),

2L-5-LL6, 27--5-126, 2!-5-130 and 2L-5-131

read:

21-5-L03. Definit.ions.

93LSO-0316

(ii) and (vi),

are amended to
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(a) As used in this chapter: i -nRless-tshe-eeatsext.

oEherwi se - requires - or - unl. ess - oEherwise - spee:i f iea}ly - aeEed :

(ii) rPlan of organization'r means a plan which

would place all the territory of a county in one (1) or

more unified school districtsz i-iE-may-inelude INCIJIIDING

prowision for establishing a unified district situated in
Elvo (2) or MOre counLies AND INCI-,UDING THE COMBINATION OF

TWO (2) OR MORE DISTR]CTS PURSUAIVT TO W.S. 21-5-138;

(vi) "Effective date of the planrr means a date

oa-or-before-April-t-5i-L977i when a plan of organization

shaIl take effect.-

2L-5-1J5. Date for initial election of board of
Lrustees of unif ied school district. SITBJECT TO W. S.

2L-5-138(c), the plan of organization shall- include a date

within a reasonable time following the proposal for the

initial election of t.he board of trust.ees for each pro-
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posed unified school district.

2L-5-].26. Approval of bond issues; outstanding
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indebtedness.

(a) No bond issue for schooL building construction

may be submitted to t.he voters of a district unEil

approval. - - of - - said - - bond - issue - is - obEaiaed - f ronn- Ehe - eounEy

eommi E Eee - involved - and - tshe - sEaEe - eoHfttitstsee' - - Ehis - - seets ioR

shal L - - RoE - - appLy- t.o - any-uaif ied - sehool - d:Lst.rieE ; - - No- bond

issue - shall -be -voEed- -upon- -witshin- - a- - eouBEy during the

period between state conmittee approval of a plan of orga-

nizat.ion and the effectj-ve date of that plan of organiza-

tion unless all qualified electors within Ehe proposed

unified district have the opportunity to vote upon the

proposition.

(b) IN ADDITION TO SUBSECTTON (A) OT THIS SECTION,

A}IY OUTSTAIIDING BONDED INDEBTEDNESS OF A DISTRICT WHICH

EXISTS ON AIiID AFTER THE DATE THE DISTRICT IS COMBINED WITH

ANOTHER DISTRICT PI]RSUANT TO W.S. 21-5-138, SHALL NOT BE

ALLOCATED TO THE RESIDENTS OF THE OTHER DISTRICT THROUGH

IMPOSITION OF A TAX IJEVY UIIDER W.S. 2L-L3-7T3 I'I TIL THE

QUESTION IS SUBMITTED TO THE EIJECTORS OF TIIAT DISTRICT IN

ACCORDANCE WrrH W.S. 21-13-701.
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21-5-130. Countv boards of trustees to have powers

and duties of Eormer countv conmittees; further orqaniza-

tign of schoel districts. When a plan of organizat.ion for

a county has been approved by the statse conmittee and Ehe

new trustees have Eaken office, che boards of Erustees of

the unified district,s in that, county shalI eoBsEiEuEe-a

eonrniE.E.ee-wiEh-Ehe-powers-and--dutsies- -of BE the former

county commj-ttee. The committee may AND WHEN REQUIRED

IJIIDER W.S. 21-5-138, SHALJIJ submit, to the stat.e commitsEee

ptans proposing organization of school dist.ricE,s which

confonn to the criteria and procedures seL fortsh in t,his

chapt,er. ;-buts ExcEPT AS PROVIDED ITNDER W.S. 21-5-138, the

time limits prowided by this chapter shall nots apply to

any proposed further organization.

21-5-131. ExempLions from chapter. The-sEaEe--eonndE-

Eee- -may- -exempE- - frorn- -Ehe-proeedures-of -Ehis- ehapEer Any

countywide unified school district ia-exisEeaee- -prior--Eo
Ehe - - effeeEive - - daEe- of- Ehis -aeE -whieh- reasoaably- eomplies

wiEh-Ehe-eriEeria-of IS EXEMPT FROM this chapter.

Sectrion 3. This act is effect,ive July 1, 1993.

(END)
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