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School District Organization Law-3.

Sponsored by: Senator{s) EDDINS and Representative(s) TEMPEST (
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A BILL
for
1 AN ACT to crea'.e W.S, 21-5-138; and to amend W.S.
2 21-5-103(a) (intro), (ii) and (vi), 21-5-116, 21-5-1286,
3 21-5-130 and 21-5-131 relating to the Wyoming School Dis-
4 trict Organization Law; specifying additional criteria for
5 school districts organized under law; prescribing reorga-
6 nization in accordance with existing procedure subject to
7 specified time limitations; specifying treatment of reor-
8 ganized district t.onded indebtedness; exempting countywide
9 unified districts; and providing for an effective date.
10 Be It Enacted by the ILegislature of the State of Wyoming:
11 Section 1. W.S. 21-5-138 is created to read:
_1_
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21-5-138. Combination of districts based upon ADM;

required reorganization by county committees; reorganiza-

tion plan; state committee approval.

(a) Any unified or nonunified district with an aver-
age daily membership as defined under W.S.
21-13-101(a) (i), of five hundred (500} or less for three
{3) consecutive school years, shall be combined with a
contiguous unified district situated primarily within the
gsame county as provided under this section. The  state
superintendent shall annually determine if any district
qualifies for reorganization under this section and shall
provide written notice of qualification to the board of
trustees of each district within any county in which a
qualifying district is primarily located. Notice by the
state superintendent shall be provided not later than
October 1 of the school year immediately following the
three (3) year consecutive period used in determining
qualification and shall clearly indicate the responsibili-
ties imposed upon the districts by this section. The
boards of trustees of each district within the county,
acting as the county planning committee pursuant to W.S.
21-5-130, shall following notification but not later than

March 1 of that school year and subsequent to public
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hearing requirements under W.S. 21-5-114(a) (ii), submit a
plan to the state committee for reorganization within the
county pursuant to this section. Contents of the submit-
ted plan shall be as prescribed by W.S. 21-5-114 including
trustee residence areas, and except for the time limita-
tions imposed under this chapter, the plan shall conform

to criteria and procedures specified by this chapter.

(b) The state committee sghall review the submitted
plan and shall within forty-five (45) days after receipt,
approve or reject the plan in accordance with W.S.
21-5-1i08(a) (vii). In addition, the state committee shall
not approve any plan under which the combination of dis-
tricts pursuant to this section results in five hundred
(500) average daily membership or less as computed for
student enrollments for the most recent school year. Any
rejected plan shall be returned to the count& -planning
committee together with recommendations for acceptance.
The county planning committee shall  resubmit - a modified
plan wuntil approved by the state committee under this
chapter. Upon approval, the state committee shall in
accordance with W.S. 21-5-108, order the establishment of
the reorganized district according to the approved plan.

If a county planning committee fails to submit a plan
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under this section or fails to submit an acceptable plan
within thirty (30) days after notice of state committee
rejection of the initial plan, the state committee shall
reorganize the affected districts pursuant to this sec-

tion.

(c) Following an order by the state committee filed
with the county clerk pursuant to W.S. 21-5-108(a) (vii),
the reorganized district shall be established in accor-
dance with the effective date of the plan and W.S.
21-5-117. The effective date of the plan shall be a date
gufficient to enable operation of the reorganized district
and election of initial district trustees by July 1 of the
gschool year immediately following the school year in which
the plan was developed. The old districts from which the
new district was formed shall cease and the board of
trustees of the reorganized district shall commence in the
manner prescribed under W.S. 21-5-118. All real and per-
sonal property of the former districts and the rights of
district employees shall be transferred and protected as

provided under W.S, 21-5-125 and 21-5-129,

(d) The average daily membership for any schocl year
prior to July 1, 1992 shall not be used by the state

superintendent in determining the qualification of any
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district under this section.

Section 2. W.S8. 21-5-103(a) (intro), (ii) and (wvi),
21-5-116, 21-5-126, 21-5-130 and 21-5-131 are amended to

read:

21-5-103. Definitions.

(a) As used in this chapter: ;-unless-the-centext

otherwise-reguires-or-unless-otherwise-speeifieally-noted:

(ii) "Plan of organization" means a plan which
would place all the territory of a county in one (1) or
more unified school districtsL s-it-may-ineiude INCLUDING
provision for establishing a unified district situated in
two (2) or more counties AND INCLUDING THE COMBINATION OF

TWO (2) OR MORE DISTRICTS PURSUANT TO W.S. 21-5-138;

(vi) "Effective date of the plan" means a date
er-or-before-April-15;-1977; when a plan of organization

shall take effect.

21-5-116. Date for initial election of board of

trustees of unified school district. SUBJECT TO W.S.

21-5-138(c), the plan of organization shall include a date

within a reasonable time following the proposal for the

initial election of the board of trustees for each pro-

nya
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posed unified school district.

21-5-126. Approval of bond issues; outstanding

indebtedness.

(a) No bond issue for school building construction
may be submitted to the wvoters of a district wuntil
appreval--of--said--beond-igsue-is-ebtained-from-the-county
committee-invelved-and-the-state-committees:--Thig--section
shall--neE--apply—te—any-unifieé—seheel-éiétriet:--Ne-bend
issue-shall-be-veteé--upeﬁ--within—-a—-eéunty during the
period between state committee approval of a plan of orga-
nization and the effective date of that plan of organiza-
tion unless all gualified electors within the proposed
unified district have the opportunity to vote upon the

proposition.

(b) 1IN ADDITION TO SUBSECTION (a) OF THIS SECTION,
ANY OUTSTANDING BONDED INDEBTEDNESS OF A DISTRICT WHICH
EXISTS ON AND AFTER THE DATE THE DISTRICT IS COMBINED WITH
ANOTHER DISTRICT PURSUANT TO W.S. 21-5-138, SHALL NOT BE
ALLOCATED TO THE RESIDENTS OF THE OTHER DISTRICT THROUGH
IMPOSITION OF A TAX LEVY UNDER W.S. 21-13-713 UNTIL THE
QUESTION IS SUBMITTED TO THE ELECTORS OF THAT DISTRICT IN

ACCORDANCE WITH W.S. 21-13-701.
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21-5-130. County boards of trustees to have powers

and duties of former county committees; further organiza-

tion of school districts. When a plan of organization for

a county has been approved by the state committee and the
new trustees have taken office, the boards of trustees of
the unified districts in that county shall eernstitute-a
committee-with-the-powers-and--duties--0f BE the former
county committee. The committee may AND WHEN REQUIRED
UNDER W.S. 21-5-138, SHALL submit to the state committee
plans proposing organization of school districts which
conform to the criteria and procedures set forth in this
chapter. j;-but EXCEPT AS PROVIDED UNDER W.S. 21-5-138, the
time limits provided by this chapter shall not apply to

any proposed further organization.

21-5-131. Exemptions from chapter. The-state--commit-

tee- -may- -exempt- - Erom- - the-proeedures-of-this-ehapter Any
countywide unified school district im-existernee--prier--te
the--ecffecktive--date-of-this-act-which-reasonably-complies

with-the-eriteria-eof IS EXEMPT FROM this chapter.
Section 3. This act is effective July 1, 1993.

(END)
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