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HBO282 Putative f,athers reqi s try-amendments .

All ACT relating to the putative father reglstry, amending
provr.sions to register as a putati_ve father as specified,.
amending a putative father's ability to consent or withhold
consent to an adoption as specifiedi and providing for an
effective date.
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HOUSE BILL NO. HBO282

Putative fathers registry-amendrnents.

Sponsored by: Representative (s) Robinson, Samuelson and
Tipton and Senator(s) Massie and Schiffer

A BILL

for

AN ACT relating to the putative father reqistry; amending

provisions to register as a putative father as specified;

amendlng a putative father's ability to consent or withhold

consent to an adoption as specified; and providing for an

effective date.

Be rt Enacted by the LegisJature of the State of V{yoming:

Section 1 . W. S . L-22-101, (a) by creating a new

paragraph (v) and by renumbering paragraph (v) as (vi),

I-22-L05(al , L-22-La8 @\ and (d) , t-22-lj9 (a) (ili.) , (iv) ,

(viii) and (d) , 7-22-11.0 \a) , I-22-I11 (a) (1ntro) and by

creating new paragraphs (v) through (vil), (e) and by

creating a new subsection (f) and 3-2-202 (a) (iii) (A) are

amended to read:

t-22-1O1. Definitions.
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1

2

A

q

6

7

(a) As used in this act:

v) "RegisterqO Putative fatner" utative

father who has reqistered pursuant to V{'S' 1-22-117;

1.4 1vi) "This act" means W.S. I-22-\OL through

B 1.-22-11"4 .

10 t-22-LO5. Hearings to be closed; attendance of

11 parties'

L2

(a) Unless the court orders a hearing in open court'

14 all hearlngs in adoptron proceedlngs shall be confidentiaf

l-5 and held in closed court or court chambers' No person shalf

16 be admitted except court officlals, part-ies Lo the

L'7 proceeding, counsel, nonconsentl.ng parentst the

18 nonconsenting regiqtered putative father of the child and

19 witnesses.

20

2I L-22-L08. Itearing on petition and objections; findings

22 by court; effect of default'

23

2., (c) If the registered putative father files and serves

25hisobjectionstothepetltiontoadoptaSprovidedln
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subsection (b) of this secti-on/ and appears

to acknowledge his paternity of the chlld'

hear the evidence in support of the petrtion

support of the objection to the petition

determine whether:

(i) The registered Putative

paternitv of the child 1s established;

99LSO-04 07

at the hearing

the court shall

to adoPt and in

and shaII then

father's cfaim to

(ii) The putative father, having knowledge of Lhe

birth or pending birth of the child and after receiving

notice, has evidenced an interest i-n and responsibility for

the child

under W.S. L-22-LL1 rior to relin shment of the child b

the birth mother;

(iii) The registered putative father's objectlons

to the petltion to adopt are vafid; and

(iv) The best j-nteresLs and wel-fare of the child

wi-II be served by granting the registered putative father's

claim to paternfty or by allowing the petition to adopt'
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(d) The putative father has no right to assert

paternity in adoption, dependency or termination of parental

rights proceedings unless he is known and identified by the

mother or agency, or unless he has l-ived with or married the

mother after the birth of the child and prior to the fili-ng

of the petition to adopt/ and unl-ess prior to the

inEerleeuEery hearinq ef Ehe adopEiolr proeeedinqs signing of

a written relinquishnent by a person other than a putative

father pursuant to w.s. 1-22-109, he has a€+r1€nd+€dg€d_.+be

nrn-ri r-l+.r] ir fhin rar-f i r-n or reoi.stered as a putative father

under W. S. I-22-II'7 .

L-22-LO9. Consent to adoPtion.

(a) A written relinquishment of custody of the child

to be ddopted and written consent to adoption shall be filed

wifh fhc nefifion fn adonf ancl shal-f be signed by:vv er u+vrr ev evvl/

(iii) The mother and registered putative father

of the childi +'f Eh€ name ef the etiE

or

{iv) The mother alone if she does not know the

name of the putatlve father, in which case she shall sign

HBO282
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1 and file an affidavit so stating and the court shalI

2 determine whether the putative father has registered under

3 W.S. I-22-L71 and i-f so, sha}l require notice to be gj-ven to

4 the registered putative father; or

5

6 (vi-ii) The IegaLIy appointed guardian of any

7 parent or registered putative father who has been adjudged

Q r]1anfal I rr inr-r.-^a{-nn*\J rrrs.rr \- cr r r ) rrr\-vrLLPsLErrL.

9

10 (d) Consent to adoption and the relinquish:-ment of a

11 child for adoption are irrevocabl-e unless obtained by fraud

12 nr drrrcqq. cxr:enf fhaf if the court should deny the adoptionv! vs!vue, vr:vel/

13 on account of a claim or objection of the registered

14 putative father of the chlfd, the court may also al1ow the

15 mother of the ch1ld to withdraw her consent and

16 reli nrrrli shment. The consent or relinqulshment by a parent

I7 who is a minor is valid and may not be revoked solely

1B because of minority.

L9

20 L-Z2-LLO. When adoption permitted without consent'

2L

22 (a) In addition to the exceptions contained in W'S'

23 1-22-108, the adoption of a chtld may be ordered without the

24 written consent of a parent or the putative father if the

25 court finds that the nonconsenting parent or putative father
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is unknown and that the putative father has not registered

under W.S. 7-22-Il7 and the affidavit required by W.S.

I-22-I09 (a) (iv) has been filed with the petitron to adopt or

it the court finds that t.he registered putative father or

the nonconsenting parent or parents have;

l-22-lL1 . Putative father registry.

(a) The department of family services shall establish

e nufaf i rrc f:fher rccri sf rrr urh ir-h shaf I record tfiffimes---aftd

child which shall include the fo.l-lowins information:

/r'l TL'^ n-*n --4 :rlr.lra<< nf f ha narq.\n f i I i no the\ V ,/ I -tlE: llCll,LLE: cltl\r cLu\-r! Lrrv I",s! tr\-,/rr ! r r rrry LrrE

(vi1 A sworn affidavit setting forth the person's

pfan of care for the child and agreeing to a court order of

child support and payment of expenses, in accordance with

his means incurred in connection with the motherf s

pregnancy and the chil-d's birth;

(vii) A notice of the conmencement of paternity

nrnnaaAi n-fc ,rri;ar w. s. I4-2-I0I, et seq.
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(e) The department of family services shaf],

request, provide the dress

upon

and
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any other information filed pursuant to subsection (a) of

this section of persons listed with the registry to any

court or authorized agency, and such information shall not

be divulged to any other person/ except upon order of a

court for good cause shown.

(f) A putative father who doeq not fully and stri

comply wlth each of the condltions provided in this section,

is deemed to have waived and surrendered any right in

refation to the child, including the right to notice of any

judiciaf proceeding in connection with the adoption of the

3-2-202. Powers of the guardian subject to approval of

the court.

(a) Upon order of the court, after notice and hearing

and appointment of a guardian ad litem, the guardian may:

(iii) Relinqui-sh the

adoption, provided:

ward's minor child for

child, and his consenL to the adoption is not required.

HBO2 B2
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(A) Notice of any hearing was given to the

2 ward and the legal or registered putative father,. and

3

4 Section 2 . W. S . l-22-11,'l (a) (i ) through (iv) is

5 repealed.

7 Secti-on 3. This act is effective July 1, 1999.

B

9 (END)
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FISCAL NOTE

The fiscal or personnel impact is not determinable due to insufficient
Iime ro r'nmnl ef c fho fi<r'al nnfa D1.OCeSS.rlv u! I'

llr r{r


