PLATTE COUNTY PUBLIC LIBRARY
Outline of its History

The Wheatland Library Association was formed in 1396 as a reading circle

by the ladies of Wheatland.
Books were kept in a private nome.

Wheatland Library Assoclation was organized as a corporation on Nov. 16, 1900,
and registered as such in Cheyenne, county seat of Laramie County.
Spheres in the corporation were sold at $1.00 per share, to raise money
for a library building.
' A corner lot was donated by the Wyoming Development Company through
Mr. Joseph M. Carey.
A two-room brick building was erected in 190l.
Library was supported by an assessment of $1.00 per member per year.
Book colleection was circulated by volunteer attendants.
Library was open on saturday afternoons for this purpose.
As the bdook collection grew, toe service became more unsatisfactory.
A more systematic errangement with librery index (catalog)
and a full-time librarisn were needed.
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In October, 1914, at e meeting of the Women's Federation of Clubs, an
address on library service was given by Mr. Hadley of Denver.
Discussed Wyoming Library law, which Wyoming hes had since 1886.
% Found that if the Wheatland Librery Associetion donated a collection
{ of books, building, lot, or anything pertaining to library work
| to the éounty, the county would have to accept the gift and make
provision for its meintenance.
The law provided for & Library Board of three members.
Their duties would be first to secure & lidbrary orgenizer, then
e competent librarian. See that a tax of not less then 1/8 mill
on the dollar or not more than 1/5 mill levy be provided for the
library.
After the report from its delegutes, the W. T. K. Club of Wheatland
appointed a committee toO confer with the trustees of the Wheatland Library

Association.

In .v1l4, the Wheatland Library hAssociation donated its lot, with building and

book collection to Platte County.
Miss Mabel Wilkinson was secured &as library organizer in February, 1915.
She organized the central library according to approved methods, and
established "traveling libreries™ in the post offices, in private
homes, etc. over the county.
Miss Lena R. fenton was librarian in 1916. When uLer term was up, Miss
Wilkinson, who had been organizing the library et rark County, returned

to Wheatland, and became librarian.

The building became t00O small for the colleection of 1800 books.
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The Carnegie Corporation was asked about a new library bui lding.

They required a site waich would allow plenty of light eround the building.
Wycming Development Company donated the present site of the library.
The old lot was sold to the Mountai- otates Telephone and Telegraph
Company, and the building has now been made into a garage for
the company's truck.

Plans had to be based on the population of the county and ite probable

growth.
rYopulation of Wheatland was 510 and popilation of the entire county
was 5,277 according to tne 1915 state census,

T - B#errooon Was engsaced as architect.
Flans allowed for & total capacity of 10,7 9 volumes.
Contractors were C. W. Goodrich, and Turpin and ndom.
Building wes completed in 1917, at a cost of $13, 0 approximately.
Book collection as of June 30, 1946, totaled 20,084 volum:
The Library is open from 12 noon to 8 P+ m. every day except unday.

Circulation (June 30, 1946) for last year - 43,874
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There sre not many people in rlatte County who realize toaut we
had a librery long before we had a library building in wiicu to house
our library. The wheatlund .ibrery associutign was formed by the
ladies of Wheutlund in 13908, shortly after they had Just begun to
roalize that Wyoming had had & librery law since 186 which was taxing
them and briaging them notiings 7The books that had been collected by
tiis group were first housed in Dr, Higden's home and then lster in a
building snd lot formally deeded to Flatte County. This bullding was

erected in 1901, 7Tne present Curnegie building wes built in 1917.

Visits were mude to various communities in Plutte County to detere
mine the eagerness of its residents for a library extension service.
These visits were nude on horsebeck, bringing some very uln.uro-tlng
experiences to tis ones currying on tuis surveye. For tie wost part,
it seems tiut most Plette County residentes were more than williing
to help and co-operete in estabiishing tue extension service.

Our librery is mainteined by a tax levied on the poox:h of not
less than one-eighth of & mill nor more tian one-.alf of a mill on the
dolilr on all taxable property. The system varies depending upon
where putrons reside in the county. Residents of Waeatland or nearby
dre allowed to xeep books for two weeks; rentals are kept for either
one or two weeks, depending upon whether one resides in town or tue
country. All other rlatte County residents are allowed to retain thelir
books for & monthe 4 specisl privilege is ziven to teachers in that
they ere allowed to take as many as thtrty books out for a six-weeks
period.

The earliest records siow that Lena K. Fenton was the first
Gctual librerian, while Mebel Wilkinson wes tie county organizer who
was responsible for a groat deal of the interest shown in the librery. {

The first board of directors consisted of irse L. Us Franzen, president; 9
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Mr. O. O, Natwick, secretary; and Mr. G. D. dobDougal, treasurer. Other
early librarians were Jennie Q. Hunton, Lana M. Davis, Josephine lankins,
and Moire Hunton. The surliest circuluuox; book, deted 1913, records
12,379 as the mumber of books circulated thut year,

In 1981 the librury circulated 85,927 books among 8,376 borrowers.
There are approximately 25,000 volumes on the sielves, us well a8 sditions
for several years back of 56 periodicals and 7 newspupers., Ihe library
at present ie open 48 hours & weok. Brencii libraries in Cassa and thie YNCa
at Sunrise take books from our librery for six montis or longer subject to
call, uMrs. Bertha Castor is branch librurian «t Cassa, while Mr. C. L.
Wwendell holds this positiou at sSuurise. Niss Detty Correy is the librarien
of the Platte County iublic «ibrery at present., Uhe has an assisteant and
several pages who help wit/. tie various duties of t.e litrary. 1Yhe pro.lent
board members are ir. C. %. artist snd Mr. arthur HuUgg e

Meny people are ignorant of the mény dutles performed "benind the
scenes” in order to keep reading matter before the publice Uhey scem to
belisve that tue ou.ckine in snd out of books is tae sole dutye. The
progsdure of processing new booxs, euring for older books, wnich includes
mending, and tue disgsrding of hooks, 18 more compiiguted theu is gener-
;tily realized. In‘lﬂbi 1,300 books were meided. Hany books are sent to
the bindery in Greeley for rebinding and cleaning also,

hnother service which is re.dered to tie public is ressurci work
done to fucilitute students end la: al authors. In mauy cuses reference
nutorla; is obsained from the Wyomin. State Librery in Cheyenne anc the

Bibliographiocul Center for Hesearch in Deaver.



