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STATE OF WYOMING ENGROSSED

HOUSE BILL NO. HBO0OO31

Court fees.

Sponsored by: Joint Judiciary Interim Committee

A BILL

for

AN ACT relating to court fees; creating a judicial systems

automation account; providing for the use of the funds
within the account; providing an increase in certain filing
fees; providing for the imposition of a court automation fee
under certain circumstances; providing for deposit of the
court automation fee into the Jjudicial systems automation
account; providing an appropriation; and providing for an

effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Wyoming:

Section 1. W.S. 5-2-120 is created to read:

5-2-120. Judicial systems automation account created;

purposes.

There 1is created within the special revenue fund an account

entitled the "judicial systems automation account.” Subject
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to legislative appropriation, funds within the account shall
be used by the supreme court for the purchase, maintenance
and operation of computer hardware and software to enhance
the communication, records and management needs of the
courts of the Jjudicial branch of the state of Wyoming.
Interest accruing to this account shall be retained therein
and shall be expended for the purposes provided in this
section, as appropriated by the legislature. Annually, the
supreme court shall develop a plan for all trial and
appellate courts within the state for the expenditure of

funds from the account.

Section 2. W.S. 2-2-401(a) (i) and by creating a new
paragraph (iii), 5-2-202, 5-3-205, 5-3-206(a) (i), (vii) and
(x), 5-5-137, b5-5-152, 5-5-154, 5-6-108, 5-6-204, 5-6-303,

6-10-102, 6-10-103 and 35-21-103{(d) are amendéd to read:

2-2-401. Schedule; additional charges.

(a) For probate matters filed or commenced, the clerk

of the district court shall collect fees as follows:

(1) Original filing fee «..vueu.en... $36-06—-550.00

2 HB0O031
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(iii) In addition to the original filing fee

under paragraph (a) (i) of this subsection, a court

automation fee in the amount of ten dollars ($10.00) which

shall be deposited into the Jjudicial systems automation

account established by W.S. 5-2-120.

5-2-202. Collection of fees.

The clerk of the supreme court shall collect the following
fees from the plaintiff in error or appellant, or in case of
an original proceeding the plaintiff or relator shall, at
the time of filing the petition in error or record on appeal
or when commencing the cause in this court, the sum of

twenty-five dollars ($25.00). At the time of filing, the

clerk also shall collect a court automation fee in the

amount of ten dollars ($10.00) which shall be deposited into

the judicial systems automation account established by W.S,

5-2-120. OQther fees or charges to be assessed within the
clerk's office are to be determined under rules of the

supreme court.

5-3-205. Collection of fees in advance; payment to

treasurer; liability for collection.

3 ‘ HB0031
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All fees prescribed by statute for civil business, shall be
collected in advance by the clerk and paid to the treasurer

of the county at the end of each month, amd-except that the

clerk shall remit the court automation fee prescribed by

W.S. 2-2-401(a} (iii), 5-3-206(a) (i), (vii) and (x), 6-10-102

and 6-10-103 to the judicial systems automation account

established by W.S. 5-2-120 at the end of each month. The

clerk shall be liable under his bond for the collection and

payment of such fees.

5-3-206. Fees.

(a) For all civil matters filed or commenced, the
clerk of each district court shall charge the following

fees:

(1) For filing instruments or documents in each
civil action and certifying one (1) copy of any order,
decree or judgment at the time of its filing for each party,
an original filing fee of twenty—fivedeollers($25-003—sixty

dollars ($60.00) which shall be paid by the plaintiff. This

fee shall apply to original actions commenced and to actions

that are reopened after a final decree previously has been

entered. Ten dollars (810.00) of the filing fee of sixty

4 HB0031
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dollars ($60.00) shall be for court automation and shall be

remitted as provided in W.S. 5-3-205;

(vii) For all transcripts in cases appealed to

the supreme court, twenty—five—dollars—4$25-086+—sixty

dollars ($60.00), including certificates, seals and

transmission. Ten dollars ($10.00) of the fee of sixty

dollars ($60.00) under this paragraph shall be for court

automation and shall be remitted as provided in W.S.

5-3-205;

(x) For docketing and in payment of clerk's fee
after docketing incident to any appeal or bill of exception

from a justice’s court, tean—dellars—{$30-68+—thirty dollars

{$30.00), and for docketing any transcript of judgment from

justice's court upon the judgment and execution dockets, £we

dedttors—and—fifty—eents—$2-500—twenty dollars ($20,00),
which amount shall be paid by appellant, or by judgment

holder to the clerk at time of docketing. Ten dollars

(810.00) of any fee imposed under this paragraph shall be

for court automation and shall be remitted as provided in

W.S. 5-3-205.

5-5-137. Filing fee.

5 HB0OO31
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For all civil matters the county court shall collect from

the plaintiff a—an original filing fee of #*en—dellars

4+610-063+—twenty dollars ($20.00), and a court automation fee

of ten dollars ($10.00), excluding small claims civil

actions as provided in W.S. 1-21-201 through 1-21-205 which

shall have a filing fee of ten dollars ($10.00). The court

automation fee shall be deposited into the judicial systems

automation account as provided by W.S, 5-5-152.

5~5-152. Receipts for money paid into court.

When any money is paid into a county court, a receipt for
said amount shall be issued promptly upon a form prescribed
by the director of the state department of audit. The
receipts shall be prenumbered in numerical sequence. The
original copy shall be delivered to a payor making payment
by cash or in person, otherwise the original shall be
attached to the court file. A copy shall be filed in the
cffice of the issuing Jjudge. The receipts shall be
prenumbered by the printer, and the printer shall give to
the directer a receipt showing the numbers so printed. The
county court shall pay all fines, forfeitures and other
penalties to the county treasurer and all fees, costs and

other receipts to the state treasurer. The court automation

fee prescribed by W.S. 5-5-137 or established by court rule

6 HBOO31
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shall be deposited by the state treasurer into the judicial

systems automation account established by W.S. 5-2-120.

5-5~154. Deposit of money with county or state

treasurer.

When any fines, forfeitures, e¥—costs or fees are deposited
with the judge of a county court pursuant to any action or
proceedings in the court, or pursuant to any order, decree
or judgment of the court, the money in his possession shall
be deposited no later than the tenth day following the month
of receipt with the county or state treasurer, If the money
has not been so deposited by the tenth day of the month and
no just cause is shown, said judge shall forfeit twenty-five
dollars ($25.00) a day for each day after the tenth day of

the month during which we—the deposits have not been made.

5-6-108. Costs.

Each city or town in the state of Wyoming may prescribe by
ordinance such costs in all trials before municipal courts
as may be necessary or deemed expedient. However, the costs
shall not exceed ten dollars ($10.00). All costs collected
shall be turned into the treasury of the city or town. By

ordinance a city or town may prescribe a court automation

7 HBO031
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fee of ten dollars ($10.00) as a cost to be paid by every

person guilty of a violation of a city or town ordinance.

5-6-204. Fines and penalties to be paid to city

treasurer; report of cases; failure to comply with section.

All fines and penalties collected and arising from a breach
of a city ordinance shall be deposited with the city
treasurer, and the municipal judge shall report at the end
of each calendar month a list of all cases for violations of
city ordinances instituted in his court, and the disposition
thereof, with a statement of the fines, penalties and costs
received. At the end of each month the judge shall deposit
with the city treasurer all fines, penalties and costs
received. If the municipal judge fails to report and deposit
all fines, penalties and costs for a period of twenty-five
(25) days, his office shall be declared vacant. If a city

enacts an ordinance prescribing a court automation fee as

provided in W.S. 5-6-108, the fee shall be remitted to the

judicial systems automation account established by W.S.

5-2-120.

5-6-303. Disposition of fines and penalties.

8 HBOO31
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All fines and penalties collected, arising from a breach of
the ordinances of such—the town, shall be paid into the town

treasury. If a town enacts an ordinance prescribing a court

automation fee as provided in W.S. 5-6-108, the fee shall be

remitted to the Jjudicial systems automation account

established by W.S. 5-2-120.

6-10-102. Imposition of fine for any felony; maximum

fine where not established by statute; court automation fee.

The court may impose a fine as part of the punishment for
any felony. If the statute does not establish a maximum
fine, the fine shall be not more than ten thousand dollars

($10,000.00). The court shall impose a court automation fee

of ten dollars ($10.00) in every criminal case wherein the

defendant is found guilty, enters a plea of gquilty or no

contest or is placed on probation under W.S. 7-13-301. The

fee shall be remitted as provided by W.S. 5-3-205.

6-10~103. Penalties for misdemeanors where not

prescribed by statute.

Unless a different penalty is prescribed by law, every crime
declared to be a misdemeanor is punishable by imprisonment

in the county jail for not more than six (6) months, a fine

S HBOO31
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of not more than seven hundred fifty dollars ($750.00), or

both. The court shall impose a court automation fee of ten

dollars ($10.00) in every criminal case wherein the

defendant is found guilty, enters a plea of guilty or no

contest or is placed on probation under W.S. 7-13-301. The

fee shall be remitted as provided by W.S. 5-3-205.

356-21-103. Petition for order of protection; contents;
prerequisites; indigent petiticners; counsel to be provided

petitioners.

(d) No filing fee or other court costs or fees shall
be assessed or charged to a petitioner seeking an order of

protection under this act.

Section 3. There is appropriated to the supreme court
from the Jjudicial systems automation account six hundred
twenty-three thousand three hundred twelve dollars
($623,312.00) to be expended for the purposes specified in

W.S. 5-2-120.

Section 4. This act is effective July 1, 2000.

(END)

10 HBOO031
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HOUSE BILL NO. HB0031 vy o ,
BTROCUCED

Court fees,

Sponsored by: Joint Judiciary Interim Committee

A BILL
for
AN ACT relating to court fees; creating a judicial systems
automation account; providing for the use of the funds
within the account; providing an increase in certain filing
fees; providing for the imposition of a court automation fee
under certain circumstances; providing for deposit of the
court automation fee intc the Jjudicial systems automation

account; and providing for an effective date,

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Wyoming:

Section 1. W.S3. 5-2-120 is created to read:

5-2-120. Judicial systems automation account created;

purposes.

There is created within the special revenue fund an account
entitled the "judicial systems automation account." Funds

within the account shall be used by the supreme court for

1 HBOO31
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the purchase, maintenance and operaticn of computer hardware
and software to enhance the communication, records and
management needs of the courts of the judicial branch of the
state of Wyoming. Interest accruing to this account shall be
retained therein and may be expended for the purposes
provided in this section. Annually, the supreme court shall
develop a plan for all trial and appellate courts within the

state for the expenditure of funds from the account.

Section 2. W.S. 2-2-401(a) (i) and by creating a new
paragraph (iii), 5-2-202, 5-3-205, 5-3-206(a) (i), (vii) and
(x), 5-5-137, 5-5-152, 5-5-154, 5-6-108, 5-6-204, 5-6-303,

6-10-102, 6-10-103 and 35-21-103{(d) are amended to read:

2-2-401. Schedule; additional charges.

(a) For probate matters filed or commenced, the clerk

of the district court shall collect fees as follows:

(1) Original filing fee ......iuuv.. £36-86—-$50.00
(iii) In addition to the original filing fee
under paragraph (a) (1) of this subsection, a court

automation fee in the amount of ten dellars ($10.00) which

2 HB0031
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shall be deposited into the judicial systems automation

account established by W.S. 5-2-120.

5~2-202. Collection of fees.

The clerk of the supreme court shall collect the following
fees from the plaintiff in error or appellant, or in case of
an original proceeding the plaintiff or relator shall, at
the time of filing the petition in error or record on appeal
or when c¢ommencing the cause in this court, the sum of

twenty-five dollars ($25.00). At the time of filing, the

clerk also shall c¢ollect a court automation fee in the

amount of ten dollars ($10.QO) which shall be deposited into

the judicial systems automation account established by W.S.

5-2-120. Other fees or charges to be assessed within the
clerk's office are to be determined under rules c¢f the

supreme court.

5-3-205. Cocllection of fees in advance; payment to

treasurer; liability for collection.

All fees prescribed by statute for civil business, shall be

collected in advance by the clerk and paid to the treasurer

©of the county at the end of each month, ard—except that the

clerk shall remit the court automation fee prescribed by

3 HBOO31



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

21

22

23

24

25

2000 STATE OF WYOMING 00LS0O-0053

W.S. 5-3-206(a) (i), (wvii) and (x), 6-10-102 and 6-10-103 to

the judicial systems automatiocn account established by W.S.

5-2-120 at the end of each month. The clerk shall be liable

under his bond for the collection and payment of such fees.

5-3-206. Fees.

(a) For all civil matters filed or commenced, the
clerk of each district court shall charge the following

fees:

(1) For filing instruments or documents in each
civil action and certifying one (1) copy of any order,
decree or judgment at the time of its filing for each party,
an original filing fee of twenty-five—dollars—{($25-08)—sixty

dollars ($60.00) which shall be paid by the plaintiff. This

fee shall apply to original actions commenced and to actions

that are reopened after a final decree previously has been

entered. Ten dollars ($10.00) of the filing fee of sixty

dollars ($60.00) shall be for court autcmation and shall be

remitted as provided in W.5. 5-3-205;

(vii) For all transcripts in cases appealed to

the supreme court, &wenky—five—doars—{$25+060)—s3ixty

dollars ($60.00Q), including certificates, seals and

4 HBOO031
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1 transmission. Ten dollars ($10.00) of the fee of sixty

2 dollars (%560.00) under this paragraph shall be for court

3 automation and shall be remitted as provided in W.S,

4 5-3-205;

6 {(x) For docketing and in payment of clerk's fee

7 after docketing incident to any appeal or bill of exception

B8 from a justice's court, +fepr—doiiars—$L+0-00)—thirty dollars

9 ($30.00), and for doqketing any transcript of judgment from

10 Jjustice's court upon the Jjudgment and execution dockets, +we

11 gdellars—and—fifty—eents—$2-50—twenty dollars ($20.00),

12 which amount shall be paid by appellant, or by Jjudgment

13 holder to the clerk at time of docketing. Ten dollars

14 ($10.00) of any fee imposed under this paragraph shall be

15 for court automation and shall be remitted as provided in

16 W.S. 5-3-205,

17

18 5-5-137. Filing fee.

19

20 For all civil matters the county court shall collect from

21 the plaintiff a filing fee of ten—deoilers—($36-00—twenty

22 dollars ($20.00), excluding small c¢laims civil actions,

23 which actions are as provided in W.S. 1-21-201 through

24 1-21-205, which shall have a filing fee of ten dollars

25 (810.00), and a court automation fee of ten dollars

3 HBOO31
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{$10.00). The court automaticn fee shall be deposited into

the qjudicial systems automation account as provided by W.S.

5-5-152,

5-5-152. Receipts for money paid into court.

When any moneyris paid into a county court, a receipt for
sald amount shall be issued promptly upon a form prescribed
by the director of the state department of audit. The
receipts shall be prenumbered in numerical sequence. The
original copy shall be delivered to a paycr making payment
by cash or in person, otherwise the original shall bke
attached to the court file. A copy shall be filed in the
office of the issuing Jjudge. The receipts shall be
prenumbered by the printer, and the printer shall give to

the director a receipt showing the numbers so printed. The

~county court shall pay all fines, forfeitures and other

penalties toc the county treasurer and all fees, costs and

other receipts to the state treasurer. The court automation

fee prescribed by W.S. 5-5-137 or established by court rule

shall be deposited by the state treasurer into the judicial

systems automation account established by W.S. 5-2-120.

5-5-154. Deposit of money with county or state

treasurer.

6 HROO31
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When any fines, forfeitures, er—costs or fees are deposited
with the judge of a county court pursuant to any action or
proceedings in the court, or pursuant to any order, decree
or judgment of the court, the money in his possession shall
be deposited no later than the tenth day fellowing the month
of receipt with the county or state treasurer. If the money
has not been so deposited by the tenth day of the month and
no just cause is shown, sald judge shall forfeit twenty-five
dollars ($25.00) a day for each day after the tenth day of

the month during which no deposits have been made.

5-6-108. Costs.

Fach city or town in the state of Wyoming may prescribe by
ordinance such costs in all trials before municipal courts
as may be necessary cr deemed expedient. However, the costs
shall not exceed ten dollars ($10.00). AllL costs collected .
shall ke turned into the treasury of the city or town. By

ordinance a city or town may prescribe a court automation

fee of ten dollars (510.00) as a cost to be paid by every

person guilty of a violation of a city or town ordinance.

5-6-204. Fines and penalties to be paid to city

treasurer; report of cases; failure to comply with section.

7 HR0OO31
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All fines and penalties collected and arising from a breach
of a city ordinance shall be deposited with the city
treasurer, and the municipal judge shall report at the end
of each calendar month a list of all cases for violations of
city ordinances instituted in his court, and the dispesition
thereof, with a statement of the fines, penalties and costs
received. At the end of each month the judge shall deposit
with the city treasurer all fines, penalties and costs
received. If the municipal judge fails to report and deposit
all fines, penalties and costs for a period cof twenty-five
(25) days, his office shall be declared vacant. If a city

enacts an ordinance prescribing a court automation fee as

provided in W.S., 5-6-108, the fee shall be remitted to the

judicial systems automation account established by W.S.

5-2-120.

5-6-303. Disposition of fines and penalties.

All fines and penalties collected, arising from a breach of

the ordinances of such town, shall be paid into the town

treasury. If a town enacts an ordinance prescribing a court

automation fee as provided in W.S. 5-6-108, the fee shall be

remitted to the Jjudicial systems automation account

established by W.S. 5-2-120.

8  HB0O31
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6-10-102. Imposition of fine for any felony; maximum

fine where not established by statute; court automation fee.

The court may impose a fine as part of the punishment for
any felony. If the statute does not establish a maximum
fine, the fine shall be not more than ten thousand dollars

($10,000.00). The court shall impose a court automation fee

of ten dollars ($10.00) in every criminal case wherein the

defendant 1s found guilty, enters a plea of guilty or no

contest or is placed on probation under W.S. 7-13-301. The

fee shall be remitted as provided by W.8. 5-3-205.

6-10-103. Penalties for misdemeanors where not

prescribed by statute.

Unless a different penalty is prescribed by law, every crime
declared to be a misdemeanor 1is punishable by imprisonment
in the county jail for not more than six (6) months, a fine
of not more than seven hundred fifty dollars (8750.00), or

both. The court shall impose a court automation fee of ten

dollars (310.00) in every criminal case wherein the

defendant is found guilty, enters a plea of guilty or no

contest or 1is placed on prebation under W.S. 7-13-301. The

fee shall be remitted as provided by W.S5. 5-3-205.

9 HBOO31
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35-21-103. Petition for order of protection; contents:;
prerequisites; indigent petiticners; counsel to be provided

petitioners.

(d) No filing fee or other court costs or fees shall
be assessed or charged to a petitioner seeking an order of

protection under this act.

Section 3. This act is effective July 1, 2000.

(END)

10 HBOO31



Court fees. 00LsS0O-0053.C1

FISCAL NOTE

FY 2001 FY 2002 FY 2003
NON-ADMINISTRATIVE IMPACT
Anticipated Revenue From:
SPECIAL REVENUE FUND - 1,190,000 1,220,000 1,220,000
Judicial Systems
Automation Account

Source of revenue and assumptions:

Ten dollar filing fee on court cases, excluding: domestic violence
and juvenile cases.

The revenue is based on a projection of what would have been
collected in 1998 and 1997 using case filings from those years.

Calculatilion:

1998 1997
Supreme Court 381 379
District Court 14,030 14,055
County Court 104,570 106,379
TOTALS 118,981 120,813
Revenue at $10 filing $1,189,810 $1,208,130
fee
Prepared by: Heolly Hansen Phone: 777=-7480

In addition, the above estimates only account for the estimated
revenue increases as a result of the imposition of a court automation
fee. The bill also provides for the following increases above the
automation fee and not included in the estimates.

2-2-401 District court filing fee (probate) $40 additional increase

5-3-206 District court filing fee (civil) $25 additional increase

5-3-206 District court fee (transcripts) $25 additional increase

5-3-206 District court fee (docketing) $10 and $7.50 additional
increase

5-5-137 County court filing fee $10 additional increase

for specified claims

Prepared by: Don Richards Phone: 777-7881

HE 3/
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—Page 2-line 5
—~Page 4-line 1

~Page 5-line 21

«Fage 5-lines 22 through 25 Delete entirely and insert:

Ve Delefé "may" insert "shall”.

v" After "W.S." insert "2-2-401(a) (iii),".

Strike "a" insert "an original".

-

"dollars ($20.00), and a court automation fee of ten dollars

($10.00), excluding small claims civil actions as provided in

W.S. 1-21-201 through 1-21-205 which shall have a filing fee of

ten dollars ($10.00).".

—~Page 6-line 1

~Page 7-line 11

Page 8-1line 21
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v’ Strike "no™ insert "the"; after "have"
7 insert "not".
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PROPHBO0O31HCO101
SCHEDULE A
Page 2-line 5 Delete "may" insert "shall".
Page 4-line 1 After "W.S." insert "2-2-401(a) (iii),".
Page 5-~line 21 Strike "a" insert "an original".

Page 5-lines 22 through 25 Delete entirely and insert:

"dollars (520.00), and a court automation fee of ten dollars
($10.00), excluding small claims civil actions as provided in
W.S. 1-21-201 through 1-21-205 which shall have a filing fee of
ten dollars ($10.00).".

Page 6-line 1 Delete "($10.00).".

Page 7-line 11 Strike "no" insert "the"; after "have"
insert "not".

Page 8-line 21 Strike "such" insert "the". NAGEL, CHAIRMAN
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2 ™Page l-line 17
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e

Delete "Funds" insert "Subject to
legislative appropriation, funds".

After "section" insert ", as appropriated by
the legislature". BURNS
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Page 2-lifle 20

Delete
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insert "$20.00".
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-—Page l-line 7 ’///;fter man insert "providing an
appropriation;".

Page 10-After line 9 Insert the following new section and
renumber as nhecessary:

B "Section 3. There is appropriated to the supreme court
from the judicial systems automation account six hundred twenty-
three thousand three hundred twelve dollars ($623,312.00) to be
expended for the purposes specified in W.S. 5-2-120.". DEEGAN
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Your
Committee S02 APPROPRIATIONS

was referred
HB0031 respectfully reports same back to the Senate with the recommendation

that it DO PASS with the following amendment(s): (SEE SCHEDULE A)
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Page 2-line 11 :7(//After "account."” insert "Prior to

implementation, the plan shall be annually
submitted to the Jjoint Judiciary interim
committee for review and comment.".
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v/Delete "Subject".

"to legislative appropriation, "
insert "No funds shall be expended from the
account unless and until the legislature
appropriates the funds.".
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‘Pelete "six hundred" insert—"two hundred
fifty thousand dollars ($250,000.00)",
7 Delete.
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Page 2-line 11
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After "account." insert "Until the courts of
the judicial branch complete and submit to
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SENATE
WYOMING STATE LEGISLATURE

Message No.214
CONCURRENCE REQUESTED

Mr.Speaker: ’ March 8, 2000

H.B. No. 0031 Court fees.

The House Bill listed above passed on third reading in an
amended form as follows by the vote indicated.

HBOO31S3001/AE
HB0031s83001
[TO ENGROSSED COPY])
Page 2-line 11 After "account." insert "Prior to implementation, the plan shall be annually
submitied to the joint judiciary interim committee for review and comment.”.
SCHIFFER, YOUNGBAUER, KINNISON
HB0031S3002/AE
HB0023183002
[TO ENGROSSED COPY]
Page 1-line 18 Delete "Subject".
Page 2-line 1 Delete "to legislative appropriation,” insert "No funds shall be expended from
the account unless and until the legislature appropriates the funds.".
Page 10-line 17 Delete "six hundred" insert "two hundred fifty thousand dollars ($250,000.00)".
Page 10-line 18 Delete.
Page 10-line 19 Delete "($623,312.00)". KINNISON, SCHIFFER
HBO031SS001/AE
HB0O031s5001

[TO ENGROSSSED COPY)]



Page 10-line 17 After "account” insert "not to exceed”. LARSON, CHAIRMAN
Ayes 27 Noes 3 Excused O Absent 0 Conflict O

Sincerely,

\S /177“"*—13 )

Liv C. Hanes
Senate Chief Clerk

Bill Jacket Attached
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