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HOUSE BaLL 2 f{ ,
Titfe: AN Acl' to create fr'.S. 14-28'14i and to ar€nd h:.s. L4-24'7

throug'h 14-28.13 relating to cliild abuse and neolecti
requiitnq tire apPotntments of an attorne', for the abused
ctrild; iefining tennst reguiring reports and investi-
grations of child abusei providinc! iFnunit'i for relorters
;f chll<l abuset proviaingr for waivers of nrivilcqest and
estabfishing a central reqistry for records of child abuse
and neclect.
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for

AN ACT to create li'.S. 14-28.I4i and to anrend W.S. L4-28,7

through 14-28.13 relating to child abuse and neglect;

reguiring the appointment of an attorney for the abused

child; defining termsi requiring reports and investi-
gations of child abusei providing j.mmunity for reporters

of child abuse; providing for waivers of privi-legesi and

est.ablishing a central registry for records of child abuse

and neglect.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Wyoming:

Secti.on 1. w.S. 14-28.14 is created to read:

l4-28.14. Appointment of attorney for child, In

child abuse and child neglect litigation, the court shall

appoint an attorney to represent the rights and interests

of Lhe chil-d if he does not have an attorney of his

choice, and also a guardian if it appears that the child

has no 1e9a1-1y appointed guardian to represent his inter-
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ests.

Section 2. W.S. 14-28.7 through 14-28.13 are amended

to read:

l4-28.7. "Child abuse" and "chi.ld neqlect" defined.

As used in this act:r

(a) xChild abuse" means ari!-eaie-in-whieh INFTICTING

UPON a chil-d exhib*tc-ev*deiee-of-skin-bru*o*rg7-b*eed*aE7

nrailautrit*an7-sextra*-no]estatienr-bulrnct7-f raetu!e- -ef - -eny

boaeT-- subdural-henrat€ria7-9ef t-!i ssue -ewei}ling7 - f a:llure-te

thriveT-or-ailt-ease-in-nh*eh-death-eccursT -611d-sueh-eend*-

t*oa-sr-dcath-+J-not- jttstif iab*y-cxpla*ned7-e=--rhere--the

h*story--9ivca--eoneern*ng--gueh--ecnd*t*ort-er-death-+s-at

varianee-w*th- the-degree-er- - type- -ef - -sueh- -eead*t*en- -er
death;--on--eiretuaetanees- -*ndieate-that-sueh-eend* tiotr-er

death-nay-no€-be-the-pneduet-of - an-aeeidental- -oeeurreieeE

PHYSICAL OR MENTAL INJURY O11 CAUSIi'{G DETERIORATION OF A

CIIILD AND INCLUDES FAILURE TO I\aINTAIN REASOI\iABLE CARE Ai.lD

TREATMENT OF THE CHILD AAID EXPTOITING A CiiILD TO SUCH AN

EXTENT THAT HIS HEALTH, MORALS OR EMOTIONAI WELI-,-BEING IS

ENDANGERED;

IICHILD i{EGLECTI| MEJANS:

(i) THE I'TISTREATI4ENT OT' A CHILD IN A }IANNER OR

TO AN EXTET{T WHICFI IS UNiiEASOI\IABLE OR IN EXCESS OF ORDI-

(b)
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NARY PARENTAL OR CUSTODIAL AUTHORITY;

Ei\iTS ' GUARDIAN

THE ABAI.IDONT.'MNT OT' A CHILD BY IIIS PAR-

OR CUSTODIAN'

(iii) fHE FAILURE TO PROVIDE PROPER CARE, CON-

TROL, SUBSISTIJNCE, EDUCATION, I'IEDICAL CARE OR TREJAT}1EI'{T,

OR SUPERVISION NECESSARY FOR TiiE CHILTJTS PHYSICAL Ai'ii)

llENTAi HEALTH AND h'ELFARE. TREATIqENT G] N IN GOOD rAITH

BY SPIRITUAL IIEANS ALONE, THROUGH PRAYER, BY A DULY

ACCREDITED PRACTITIONER IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE TENETS AND

PRACTICES OF A RECOGNIZED CHURCH OR RELIGIOUS DENOMINATION

IS NOT CHILD NEGLECT FOR TTiAT REASON AIONE;

(iV) THE INABII,ITY OF THE CHII,J), S PARBNTS,

GUARDIAT\I OR CUSTODIAN TO DISCIIARGE TIIEIR RESPONSIBILITIES

TO fHE CHILD BECAUSE OF II'IPRISONMENT, HOSPITALIZATION OR

PEYSICAL OR T',1EI{TAI, INCAPACITY.

14-28.8. Persons required to report chif,d abuse or

neglecti report by member of hospital staff. Any physi-

cian, surgeon, dentist, osteopath, ehiropractor, podia-

trist, intern, resident, nurse, druggist, pharmacist, lab-

oratory technician, school teacher, or SCHoOt adrninistra-

tor, social worker7 or any other person having reasonable

cause to believe that a chil<r under the age of eighteen

( 18 ) years brouEht-te-h*nr-er-ee!i*tr9-befere-h*n-fcr--exan*-
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na€ioa7-eatle7-tlteatnrentT-a*d-er-a33ii9tanee" j-s or has been

the--subjeet--of -eh**d-abusc-as-def *ned-*n-th*s-aet AEUSEI)

OR NEGLECTED, shall report that-fae€ SUCi-i ABUSE OR NEGLECT

in accordance with the--lxtorrisienc--of--this--aet W.S.

14-28.9. When the attendahee-ef-the-percon-repcrtirg-w*th

respeet--te--a-ehi+d OBSERVATION OF CHILD ABUSE OR NEGLECT

is ptrrsuait.-tc-the-Felf€fRaace-of-lrerv*ees-as MADE BY a

member of the staff of a hospital or sin**a! OTiiER insti-

tution he shall neti€y REPORT TllE SUSPECTED AtsUSE OR

NEGLECT TO the person in charge of the HOSPITAL or insti-
tution or his oesj-gnated delegate of-the-auapeeted--abunc?

and--the--pertotr--ee-net*f*cd WHO shall THEREUPON I"IAKE TilE

report in-aeeerdaaee--with--the- -pr-.ev*s*eis--of--thir--aet
REQUIRED IN W.S. 14-28.9.

14-28.9. Method, of making and contents of report.
Aa-erait THE report of the suspected CHILD abuse OR NEGLECT

shall be made immediately by-te*ephene-or--otherr:ise7--and

fsllowed--by--a--relrcrt--:i!r--rr*tiag--*f-reguestedz to the

department of health and social services, division of

public assistance and social servicesT AND TO THE POIICE

DEPARTI4ENT OR SHERIFFTS OFFICE in the county where the

exanr*natioi--Far--eondueted--or-the child ABUSE OR NHGLECT

was obseTved. THE INITIAL REPORT SHALL BE MADE ORALLY

AND, IT' REQUESTED, IT MAY BE T'OLIOIfED BY A WRITTBN REPORT.
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The report shall contaj-n the names and addresses of the

child and his parents, GUARDTANS or ealetahereT cusTo-

DIANS, if known, the childrs age, the nature and extent of

the childrs injuriesr ABUSE OR NEGLECT, *neilud*nE any evi-

dence of previous injuries' ABUSE OR NEGLECT, and aiy ALL

other information that-ni9ht-be--he*pfutr--*n--estab+*sh*n9

PERTINENT TO THE DETERMINATION OF thE CAUSC Of OT NATUTE

of the CIiILDTS abuse oR NEGLECT and the identity of the

perpetrator.

14-28.10. Investigation bv division of public assis-

tance and sociaL services and police department or

sheriffrs office; coordination with child protection

teamsi legal action required. the-cffiee-of UPON RECEIPT

oF THE REPORT the division of public assistance and social

services reee*v*nE-thc-repeltt AI'iiD THE POLICE DEPARTI'IENT OR

SHERIFFTS OFTICE shall inried*ate*y CooRDTNATE THEIR

EFFORTS AND UTILIZE AVAILAtsIE LOCAL C}IILD PROTECTION TEAI4S

OR COUNCILS TO INVESTIGATE OR cause an investigation TO BE

I'IADE into the CIIILDTS honre and the circumstances surround-

ing the eh*ld-and-the suspected CHILD abuse OR NEGLECT. z

atrd THEY sha1l AISO take sueh action and provide sueh

services as--mat--be necessary uader-the-e*reumStartees to

protect the child. If aftel-*avestigat*oa the division of

public assistance and social services OR TI-IE POLICE

-5- FiB AgG
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DEPARTMENT OR SHEIiII'F'S OFFICE deems lega1 action neces-

sary to protect the childr +t--eha*+--adv*se the county

attorney of the county *n-vh*eh miERE the child resides or

raay--be IS found and--request-3ireh SIiAI,L INITIATE 1e9al

action as-nay-be-appreSrr*ate FOR TliE }'IENTAL AND PHYSICAL

HEALTH AND WEIJFARB OF TIJE CHILD.

14-28.11. Persons making reports immune from liabil-

ity. *,i!rone PERSONS, OI'FICERS OR AGEI.ICIES acting i\i{D Rid-

PORTIi.lG in good faith *a-the-maltiag-ef-a--reFert--punsuaat

te-the-requ*rertents-of UI\DER Lhis act, or performing the*r

official duties in response to such report, or participa-

ting in a judicial proceeding resulting therefronr shall

*n--so--de*nE tsE PRESUI{ED tO BE ACTING IN GOOD FAITII AND

SHALL be immune from any liability, civil or criminal,

that n*ght MAY otherwise be incurred or imposed.

The

physician-patient privilege or the husband-wife privilege

OR ANY PRIVILEGB EXCEPT THE ATTORI'IEY-CLIENT PRIVILEGE,

PROVIDED FOR BY PROFESSIONS SUCH AS TFIE PRACTICE OF SOCIAT

WORK OR NURSING COVERED BY I,A}T OR A CODE OF ETHICS REGARD-

ING PRACTITIONER-CTIENT COi\FIDENCES, tsOTTi AS THEY RELATE

TO Ti{E COMPETENCY OF THE T{ITNESSES AND TO TI{E EXCLUSION OF

CONFIDENTIAL COMMUNICATIONS' sha11 not be-a-Eleutd-fer

exeluding-evidenee-regard*ng-a-ehild PERTAIN in any judi-

L4-28.L2. Waiver

-6- nB a96
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e+a+--ploeeed+n9t CIVIL OR

CHILDIS ABUSE OR NEGLECT IS

PROCEEDING resulting from

requirements of this act.

CRIIVIINAL LITIGATIOI{ IN WHICH A

IN ISSUE NOR IN ANY JUDICIAI

a report mad.e pursuant to the

I4-28.13. Establisirment of central registry for
records of child abuse or child neglect reportsi preser-

vation of records and reports sub-iect to w.S. 42-L9.

lPhe:re--sha*il--be--established--iia The state department of

health and social servicesr SHAI.L ESTABLISH IN THE divi-

sion of public assistance and social servicesT a central

reg istry f cr-nainta*n*nE-a-reeottd-ef -eaeh--ease--of --ehi*d

abuce--feperted-under-the-provisiens-of -thic-aet:--5aeh IN

WIIICH AI,L CHILD ABUSE AND CiiILD NEGTECT REPORTS SHALL BE

FrLED BY EACIi county office of the department. chall

report-ailiL-eases-ef -ehild-abuse-te-the-eenlra*-reg*stry-in
gueh-manner-and-€ern-as--riay--be- -requircd--by--thc--s€a€c

departnrentr Ti-iE CENTRAL RBGISTRY SIIALL PRESCRIBE TF1D

rORMS TO BE USED BY THE COUNTY O}'FICES AND SHAI,I MAINTAIN

A RECORD OF EVERY CHILD ABUSE AND CHILD NEGLECT REPORT AND

COMPILE DETAILED AND CO!]PREHENSIVE STATISTICS THERSOT.

A11 cueh records and reports IN THE CENTRAL RIGISTRY shal*

bc ARE subject to the provisions of seetiea w.S. 42-L9.

i{yoar*rg--statutes- -*95 77- - as -anteaded -by- seetion- 3z -€halrter

i[3ilr--Secsioa--baws--of--I{yeniag--19597 concerning their

-7-
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1 preservation, use and production for judicial proceedings.

2 Section 3. This act is effective ninety (90) days

3 after adjournment of the session of the legislature at

4 which it was enacted,

(END)
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