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Al$ ACT to create section 27-2L0,261 and to amend sectione

27-2L0.18(c) , 27-2LO.L9. 27-2LO.20 and 27-2L0.22 of the

statutes relatLng to the collectlon of unpaid wages by the

corml-ssLoner of Labor and statistics; definLng 'wages';

Lfunlttng the arrount of wages for which the cosmissioner

may take an assignrnent; authorJ.zJ.ng class actione for the

coLLectLon of unpaid qtagest authorLzing the colLectl-on of

reasonabLe attorney fees by the department of Labor and

statistics to pay costs of coLLecting unpaid wages; defin-

Ing certain criminal acts, and providing penaLties.

BE IT ENACTED BY TNE I,EGISI,ATURE OF TTTE SIATE OF WYOMING:

Section ]. section 27-2L0.26 of the Btatutes is
created to read:

27-210.26. False cl-afun by enployee; vlillfuLL vioLa-

tion or dli"criri
Any enployee who Ehall fal.slfy the anount due hinself
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or who wiL1fully attempts to defraud hls employer shalj. be

subJect upon convl.ction to a fine not lese than $25, nor

more than $100, for each separate offense. Any entployer

who wLLLfully violates any provlsion of this act or r,rho

dischargesr teminates or in any other matuler discrjmi-

nates agaLnst any enployee becauEe the employee haE made

any compLaint to his employer, the conniEeioner, or any

other person, or Lnstituted or caused to be instituted any

proceedlng under or related to this actr or has testified
or is about to testify in any proceedlngs, shall, upon

convictlon thereof, be punished by a fine of not less than

$25 nor more than $200, or by imprisonment for not less

than ten days nor more than L80 days, or by both such fine

and imprisonroent. Each day such a viol.ation continues

shaLl constitute a separate offense.

Section 2. Sections 27-2L0. t.8 (c) 
' 27-2L0.L9,

27-2L0.20 and 27-210.22 of the Etatutes are amended to

readc
'2'l-2L'0.18. Definitions. Whenever used in this acti
(c) owageso means compensation, including fringe

benefits, for labor or gervLces rendered by an employee'

whether the asrount Ls determined on a time, task, piece,

cOmnission Or other baEis. FOR lrHE PURPOSE OF DETERMINING

$IAGES ttNDER THIS ACT' TIPS AIifD GRATUITIES SEA[.L, BE TAE

SOLE PROPERf,Y OF THE EMPLOYEE AIiID NOT PAYABITE TO Tm
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EMPIJOYER AND NOT TO BE CONSIDERED WAGES.

27-210.19. Assigffiient of unpald wages to comnis-

Eioner of I'abqr. The commissioner Ls hereby empowered to

take assignment of unpaid wagee due and owLng an employee

under the provLgions of section 27-L92, 9lyen*ag--StatEtes

*9577--g6np*ted--1967 and section 2?-L95, wyen*ag-E€atute€

19577-€enp*led-1967 OF TIIE STATUTES. !Fhe-eenm*cs*eae!!--*a

tah*trg--aee* gnneat--ef -unpa*d-wages-ae-prev*deC-€et-*a-the

aet-*g-aet-te-exeeed--the--g€n--6f --f *ye--hundred--dellars

{S5€€r€€}--e!--g$a--{3}--nea€he--wagee7--wh*ehevet--*s-the

greaterT-pe;-enpleltee-per--walte--aeg*gnnea€c TEE COMMIS-

SIONER IN BAKING ASSIGNMENT OF I'NPAID WAGES AS PROVIDED

FOR IN TBIS ACT IS NOT EO EXCEED TEE SUM OF $750, OR TWO

ER EMPLOYEE PERMOMEST WAGES, I^IEICEEVER IS rEE GREATER, P

WAGE ASSICTN4ENT.

27-2L0.20. ilurLsdiction of proceedings to assert

claims. Any proceedings by one or more employees to assert

any cLaims arising pursuant to the terms of €h*e-aet SEC-

TfONS 27-2LO.L8 THRoUGII 27-210.25 oF TtrE STATUTES may be

brought in any court of conpetent jurisdictionr EI$EER AS

INDWIDUAT,S, CLASS OR REPRESENTATT\'E StrrTS.

27-210.22. Attorney generaL to assist in collection

of wage clai:rtt court cogts and fedst liabllity for

employerrs costs of i.nvestigation and defenge of claim.

The cornmiEEioner in pursuLng the collection of any wage
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L973 STATE OF VIYOMING r,sA-381_
AG

cLaim upon which he has taken assignment ehaLL be assisted

by the office of the attorney general or hls repre-
sentative. In a1l- sults corunenced under thte-aet SECTIONS

27-2LO.l-8 TUROUGE 27-2LO.25 OF TnE STATIIIES no court costs

or any fees for necessary writs, process and proceedings

shalL be payable in advance. In the event there is a

judgnent rendered agaLnst the defendant the court shall
aEsess as part of the judgment rendered against the

defendant, costs of sueh THE proceedings, AND REASONABIJE

ATToRNEY FEES. Ia-the-e"ent-fudgnent-*e-rendeteC-fer--the

de€eaCant- - enpteye;7--the- -e f f iee--ef --the-eenn*s s*ener-af

*aber-aad-Btat*st*es-ehall-be--l*ab$e--te--sa*d--def eadeat

enpleyer-fer-h*s-eeste-e€-*nveet*gat*ea-aad-de€eaee-ef -the
e*a*rea SUCS REASoNABIE ATToRNEY FEES As AssEssED SEAI,T BE

RETAINED BY TEE DEPARTMENT OF LABOR AiTD Sf,ATISTICS IN ITS

ETAGE COIJI'ECTION ACCOT'NT EO BE USED FOR TEE ADMINISTRAgION

OF THIS ACT.

(END)
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