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Reoul ation of

Sponsored by: Reoresentat i ve

A BILL

for

AN ACT to create ll.S. 37-3lO through 37-324 re-latin<t to

cable television systens; providinq for requlation by the

publ ic service commissioni providing rulenakinq authori ty;
providing for sev,erabil ttyi providinq for penalties; and

orovidino for an effect ive date.

L97-l STATE OF

HOUSE BILL

cable television.

I{YOI4ING

No. 403
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Be- ft Enacted -by thd Legis-l;itdr_e of ttte 'Stqte oF HyciminrJ:

Section 1. H.S. 3?-3lO throuqh 37-324 are created to
read:

CHAPTER I1

CT}T.IHUNITY TELEVISION SYSTEI{S

37-3-lO. Shdrt titl€. This act may be cited as the
rllyoninq Conmunity Antenna Television System Actn.

37=31,1. . Dgf irt'itidns.'

(al As used in this act3
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{ a ) rCommi ss ionn

service commission;

means the l'lyomi ng publ i c

(iil rConmunity antenna television companf. or
ICATV companyr means any person or organization which

owosr control sr operates or manaces a community antenna

television system excluding a telephoner telegraph or
electric utllity regulated by the conmission in a case

where it merel y leases or rents to a CATV cornpany wires or
cables for the redistribution of television siqnals to or
torard subscribers of the CATV company and a telephone or

telegraph util ity regulated by the comnrission in a case

uhere it merel y provides communicati on channel service to
a CATV company for the redistribution af television

sionals to or toward subscribers of the CATV company under

publ ished tariffs f iled with the cornmissaon;

( i i i , rCommunity antenna televis ion systeftr or
ICATV systemn nteans any facll ity rithin l{yoming rhich is

constructed in whole or in part inr onr under or over any

highway or other public place and which is operated to
perform for hire the service of receiving and anplifying

the signals broadcast by one (ll or nore television sta-

tions and redistrabuting signals by wirer cable or other

means to menbers of the public nho subscribe to this

-2- d



197? STATE OF IIYOHIT{G 77LSO-675

service excluding any system Hhich serves fewer than fifty

{5Of subscribers and any system vhich serves only the

residents of one {f} or nore apartment dwell ings under

contnon ornershipr control or managementr and connerci al

establishments located on the premises of these dxeltangsi

{ i vl iFaci I ity' means al I real propertyr

antennaet polesl riresr cablesr condu its r arnpl ifiersr
instrurDentst appl iancesr fi xtures and other personal prop-

erty used by a CATV company in providins service to its

subscr i bers;

(vl rHi ghwayr means every streett roadr alleyr thor-
ouqhfarer r.ay or place of any kind used by the public or

open to the use of the public as a matter of right for the

purpose of vehicular traffic;

{vi ) rThi s acta roeans l{.S. 3?-3lo throuqh }7-324t

3?:312. 1 Ceftaf icatd df OdbIac Coriv€niericd and riece<-

si tya

(a) No person or organization shall begin the con-

structionr extens ion or operati on of a CATV system or

acquire ownership or control thereof without first obtain-
ing fron the conorission a certificate that the present or

future publ ic convenience and necessi ty requires or will
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require constructiont extens ionr operati on or acquisition.

The commission nay by rule and regulation exempt a CATV

conpany from the certificate requirement Hhen its tempo-

(ary acts or operiations do not require the issuance of a

certificate in the oublic interestr or its extens ions of
or additions to its CATV system are xithin ats certifi-

cated territory or an adjacent uncertificated territory
and the extensions or additions will promote the prompt

avaalabil ity of service to prospect i ve subscr ibers and at

the same time prevent unnecessary and uneconomic dupl i-
cation of CATV facil ities betHeen tHo (2) or more persons

or orqan izat ions.

(b) The appl ication for a certificate of publ ic

convenience and necess ity shal I be in writinor shall

include a description of the territory in which the CATV

system i s Droposed to be constructedt extendedr operated

ar acquiredr shall contai n other infornation as the

conmission nay prescriber and shall be accompanied by the

fee specified in lf.S. 37-24.

(c! Upon the filinq of an application and the pay-

ment of the fee prescribedr the cornmission shall set the

time and place for a hearing and shall notify ttrc chief

executive officer of any muni'cipalityr telephone or tele-
graph utility or CATV company in the affected territory

-+-
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tsTT STATE OF HYOHING 77LS(]-675

and other parties in i nterest as the commission deems

necessary. The conmission shall also publish notice of
the appl ication at least fourteen (14! days orior to the

h€arino in a newspaper of general circulatlon in the

affected territory. The hearing shall be in conformity

sith the {yoming Adninistratiye Procedure Act.

(dl After the hearingr the commission may issue to

the apolicant a certificate of public convenience and

necessity in a form to be prescribed by itr maf refuse to
issue a certificater may issue a certificate for only par-

tial exercise of the privileqe sought or may attach to the

exercise of the right qranted by the certificate termsr

limitations and condations which the public interest may

require. The certificat-e shall include a description of

the territory in which the CATV systetn is to be con-

structedr extendedr oDerated or acqui red.

(el In determining shetfier a certificate will be

issued the connission shal I considerr amonq other thingst

the public need for the proposed service or acguisitionr

the suitability of the applicantr the financial responsi-

bility of the applicantr and the ability of the applicant

to perform efficiently the servlce for which authority is

requested.
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3?-313.' C€rrtlf acdtlort df tATV doilpdhlef 6perdting dn-

ef fectiv€ date'of acti The commlssion shal'l issue a

certifiCate of public convenience and necessity to any

CATV company lawfully engaged in the construction, exten-

sion or operation of its CATV system on the effective date

of this actr for the constructionr extensi on or operation
then beinq conductedr *ithout requiring proof that public
convenience and necess i ty rill be served by constructionr
extension or operation and yithout further proceedingsr if
appl ication for a certif icate is f i'led vith the conmission

yithin ninety {90l days. The appl ication shall contain

the information and shall be accompanied by the fee ore-

scr ibecl in l{.S. 17-3t2. The constructionr extsns ion or

operation of a CATV system may be lawfully continued pend-

ing the filino of an application and the deter$ination
unless the commission orrlers otheryi se. An appl ication
for a certificate which is untimely sha'll be determined in

accordance with the procedure prescribed in l{.S. t7-312.

3?-3r+.: TrAngfer. df Gertificatei 'No certificate of
publ ic conveni€nce and necessity nay be transferredr

assigned or encunbered unless the transaction is first
approved by the conmission.

37-315o i Rerlod'atirln'of dhdn(le' df dertlf icdte- The

commission mayr after affording the holder a hearingr

-6- -fl
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revoker suspend or alter any c€rtiflcate of public conven-

ience and necessity for the wi'llful violation of any

provision of this act or the rulesr regul ations or orders,

of the comnission nade under the authorlt.y of this act or

for other reasonable caus€r

and ledulat i ons.

(a) The commi ss i on shal I superv i se and regul ate

every CATV company operatang xithin ldyoming and its prop-

ertyr easernentsr property riqhtsr equi pmentr facilitiesr
contractst certificates and franchises so far as nay be

necessary to carry out the purposes of this actr and shall

do all things xhich are necessary or conven ient in the

exercise of this power and jurisdiction.

{bl The conmassion shall review and determine the

feasibi'lity of any contract betxeen a political subdivi-
sion of the state and a CATV company.

(ct The coomission shall'adopt and enforce reason-

able rulesr regulations and orders necessary rith respect

to ratesr charges and classificationsr i ssuance of certif-
icatesr territory of operationr abandonnent or suspens ion

of servicer adequacy of servicer prevention or el inination

of unjust discrimination betueen subscribersr financial

-7-
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responsibilityr insurance cov€rino personal injury and

property damaqer uni form systen of accountsr recordsr

reportsr safety of operation and equipnentl and to other-
wise accomplish the purposes of this act and to implernent

i ts prov i s i ons. Al I rul es and regul at i ons shal I be

adopted in compl iance with the Hyoming Adsrinistrative
Procedure Act.

{d} The commission mayr after affording an oppor-

tunity for hearinqr order a CAIV company to construct and

operate any reasonable extension of its existinq CATV

syst-em within the certificated territoryr or to make any

reasonabl e repair or improvement of or addition to its
system.

(e) The commission shall frorn time to tirne visit the

pl aces of business and other premises and exami ne the

records and facilities of all CATV companies to ascertain

if all rulesr requlationq and orders of the conmission

have been complied withr and may examine all officersr
agents and employees of such CATY conpaniesr and all other

personsr under oathr and conpel the production of paoers

and the attendance of yitnesses to obtain the inforrnataon

necessary for administering the provisions of this itctr

(f, The comnission nay institute all proceedings and

\

-8-
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investi gati onsr hear a'l I conpl aintsr issue all process and

ordersr and render all decisions neccssary tn enforce the

provisions of thas act or the rulesr regul ations and

orders adopted under it.

(g! The commission or other aqgrieved party may

instituter or intervene as a party ino any action in any

court of conpetent jurisdiction seekinq nandamusr injunc-

tive or other relief to conpel conpliance rith any provi-
sion of this act or of any ruler regulation or order

adopted under itt or restrain or otherwi se Drevent or pro-

hibit any illegal or unauthorized conduct in connect ion

thereHi th.

37-31?. - Rate5. The conmission shall prescribe just

and reasonabl e ratesr charges and classificataons for the

services rendered by a CATV company to subscribersr and

the tariffs shall be in such form and shall be filed and

publ ished in such manner as the comnission prescribesl and

are subject to change in such manner as the commission

prescribes. Th€ conmiss'ionl in the exerci se of its por,er

to orescribe just and reasonable ratest charges and

cl ass i f i cat i ons r may use such standardsr fornul;ler cri-
teria or nethods as the conniss ion nay determine in order

to enable the CATV Companyr under honestr economic and

efficient nanagement r to render the service and derive a

-9- -N
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reasonable prof,t therefronr

3?-318r- Duti€s of CATV "cdrndarlies-

(al Each CATV companyt and other person and orqa-

nization providinq any servicer equip[€nt or facilities
theretor shall provide safe and adequate servicer equip-

ment and facilities for the operation of its CATV system.

{bt No CATV compan}r shal I demand or recei ve a

qreater or less or di fferent compensation for providinc

CATV service than the rates and charoes soecified in the

tariff in effect at the time.

(c) All ratesr charqes and classifications for the

service rendered by a CATV company shall be just and

reasonabl er and any ratel charge or classification that is

unjust or unreasonable is unlawful . No CATV compan)r shall
make any unjust or unreasonable discrimination in ratesl

chargesr cl ass i f i cat i ons r practicesr requlationsr facil i-

ties or services in connection with like servicer directly

or indirectlyr by any neans or devic€r or make or give any

undue or unreasonable preference or advantage to any par-

ticular personr class of persons or localltyr or subject

any particular persont class of persons or loca'lity to any

undue or unreasonable orejudice or disadvantage.

2

3

+

5

6

7

8

9

lo

1l

t2

l3

14

15

16

17

l8

l9

20

2l

22

-lo- d



L977

I

2

t
+

5

6

7

8

9

lo

1l

L2

l3

l6

l?

l8
l9

20

2l

22

23

14

l5

STATE OF HYOI{ING 7?LSO-675

(d) Every CATV company and other person and orqa-

nization shall obey and comply Hith eyery ruler requlation
and order adopted by the connigsion under the provisions

of this actr

39-319. Abandortil€nt. No CATV company may abandon

any part of its systeo or other prooerXy necessary or

useful in the performance of its duties to the publicr or

discontinue or terRporar i Iy susgend any part of the service

which it is rendering to the public without first obtain-

ing the approva'l of the commission. In grantinq approval

the commission may impose such termsr conditions or

requi rements as in its judgment are necessar)r to protect

the publ ic interest.

3?-320. Emi'n€nt "ddmdirt: high*3* lqsei Elole attdch-

meitts: -c(tnrf i Ss iort dpprdviil .

(al Upon obtaining the prior approval of the commis-

sionr a CATV company may acquire through eminent donain

proceedings the landsr property and riqhts of any char-

acter vhatsoeyer necessary to constructt extendr inprover

alterr maantain or operate its CATV system. Under these

circumstancesr the CATV colttpany is entitled to pursue the

sa e emi nent donai n procedure rhich is available to the

telephoner telegraph or electric publ ic utit ities which

- ll - d
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STATE OF I{YOI{ING 7?LSIF675

are subject to the jurisdiction of the comnission.

(bl Upon obtaining the prior approval of the commas-

sionr a CATV conpany may construct and naintain the wires
and cabl es necessary to its business uponp under or over

any highuay and nay erect and maintain the necessary fix-
turesr including poles and postsr for sustaininq rlres and

cables. l{iresr cabl es and fixtures sha'l I not be so pl aced

or constructed as to unreasonabl y inconvenience present or

future public travel on the highnay or use thereof by

publ ic util ities or other persons cr orqanizations havinq

rights therein.

(cl If the commission finds that public convenience

and necessity reauire the use by a public utility of t-he

wiresr cablesr conduitSr poles or other equi pment onr over

or under any high*ay belonging to another public utility

and that this use uill not result in irreparable injury to

the oxner or other users of such eouipment or any substan-

tial detrinent to the servicer and that the oublic utili-

ties have failed to agree upon the use or the terms and

conditions or compensation for itr the commi 6sion nay

order that the use be permittedr ind prescribe a reason-

able compensation and reasonable terms and conditions for
the joint use. If such use is orderedr the public utility
to Hhom the use is permitted is liable to the or.ner or

sf
-lz-
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users of the equipnent for damage resulting therefro$ to
the property of the owner or other us€rsr oPublic util-
atyt as used in this subsection includes a CATV company

and any public utility subject to the jurisdiction of the

conmi is i on.

3?-f2I. teasd_ of rdntal df certain CATV fadilities
or :pro*isidn of ch.lnriel Sefvic€. Uoon the Draor approval

of the commissionr any person or organization may contract

to lease or rent facil ities to a CATV company or to pro-

vide it with communacati on channel service for the redis-
tribution of television siqnals to the subscribers of the

CATV company- Any contract Hhich is in effect on the

Effective date of this act and which nill be in effect for

a period of more than ninety (9O) days thereafter shall be

submitted to the commission for approval uithin ninety

(9O) days after the effective date of this actr and if the

contract is disapproved it is void.

37-322.' Apprdvel .of secufitidsj

(at No CATV conpany may issue any stockr bondr note

or other evidence of debt payable rKtre than twelve {12)

nonths after issuance rithout first obtaininq the approval

of the commi ssion. In determining rhether a proposed

i ssuance of securities rill be approvedl the commission

d-13-
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shall take into consideration whether the issuance is
reasonably required for the acquisition of property or th9

constructionr extens ion or improve0pnt of the aopl icantts
CATV systemr or for the i mprovement or naintenance of its
servicer or for the discharg€ or refunding of its obli-
gationsr or for other purposes consistent rith the public

i nterest. Commission approvalr xhen grantedr shall be

evi denced by a written order authorizinq the issuer the

principal amount of the issue and the purpose and use for
which the issue is authorized.

(b) If an agency i s empowered by another state or

jurisdiction to regul ate and control the amount and char-

acter of s,ecurities to be issued by a CATV conpany oper-

ating a CATV system both in this state and in another

state or Jurisdictionr then the commission may aqree with

the aqency of t-he other state or jurisdiction on the issue

of securities by the CATV conpany and may approve an issue

jointly rith that aoencyr

37-323. ' ApPrdvel Qf'rndrgefsi No CATV company oper-

ating or nanaginq a CATV system shall combi ner merqe or

consol adatc uithr dr acgui re control ofr another oreaniza-

tion xithout first obtaining the approval of the coermis-

sionr rhich sha'll be granted only after an investigation
and finding that the proposed combinationr merqert con-

-14-
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sol idation or acquisition is in the publ ic i nterestr

3?-324. Penalty.. Any person or the officerr agent

or employee of any organization xho willfully violates any

provision of this act or of any ruler r€gul ation or order

adopted thereunderr or Hho rillfully procurese aids or

abets any violation of a provision is quilty of a mis-

demeanorr and shall be punished by a fine of up to five
hundred dollars ($5OO.OO}r imprisonment up to ninety (9O)

days r or both.

Section 2. If any provision of this act or its
appl ication to any person or ci rcumstance is held invalidr

the invalidity does not affect other provisions or apo'li-

cations of the act which can be qiven effect without the

invalid provision or applicationr and to this end the

provisions of this act are severable.

Sectioo 3r This act is effective Hay 21 t L977.
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FISCAL NOTE

Fiscal Note t'lo. 596
nee,,esrer-ggpypfiiTiTiG- McMi'l I a n

Part I. Fi6ca1 Data:
SIIoRT rITLE 0F BILL: Regulation Of cab'le

televlsion

EI'FECT OF PROPOSAL

t. Res. No.

NAME OF FUND

Earmarked Revenue

SOURCE OF APPROPRIATION

Not appl icable Change in Existing Prograrn( )
Local Government

more than one appropriation is involved, show overall effect be1ow, but show breakdown by
t ()

FISCAL PERIODS
BIENNIAL INCREASE OR (-) DECREASE

Second Biennial rnt-ro blennaar
1/z 1/2Salaries & Nuurber of

sonnef t4

Supporting Expenses .| 
9,160

Pernanent Property

Alds to LocaLities

Other

ESTIMATED TOTAL COST
34,021

GENERAL FUND

FEDERAI FUND

ESTIMATED TOTAL REVENUE

Part II. Explain in a clear and concise manner what effect this measure wil-l have on Lhe costs and
revenues of state government. Specify the source of funds for appropriations. Include effect on
the current biennlun and also the long-range fiscal effect, if any. Show how you arrived at the
estimate. Use attached sheet and any additional sheets which you may need.

The preceding and fo1'lowing information was furnished by the Public Service Cornmission.
Financing from the earmarked revenue fund will depend upon whether cable television
units are assessed in the manner utility companies are, which is the purpose of
financ'ing the utility divis'ion. The above figures are based upon the existing 20
cable television companies now jn existence in Wyoming.

rized Representative

861

wo*

Bill No.

appropriatlon and fj.scal year on a separate page. Round to neates! hundred dollars.

34,021

ve Ar-rditot Clearance


