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STATE OF WYOMING GENERAL SESSION 1876

CHAPTER 81.

MARRIAGES.

AN Aot to RHeeulate Marringoes.

Be it enacted big the Couicid and Honse of Representatives of the e
riory of Wyoming :

SecTIoN 1. In law, marriage is considered a civil contract, to
which the consent of parties capable of contracting is cssential.

See. 2. At the time of marriage the male must be of the age
of cighteen years or upwards, and the female of the age of six-
teen or upwuards,

Sec. 3. Marriages that are declared void by the divoree law of
this Territory, shall, in no case be solemnized.

Sec. 4. P'revious to the solemnization of any marriage in this
Territory, a license for that purpose must be obtained trom the
county clerk of' the county wherein the marriage is to take place.

Sec. o When cither party is a0 minor, no license shall be
granted without the verbal consent, it present, and written con-
sent, if’ absent, of the father, if livin , it not, then of the mother

Fam)

of such minor, or of the guardian or person under whose care and
government such minor may be, which written consent shall be
proved by the testimony of at least one competent withess,

SeEc. 6. When application <hall be made for a license, the
county clerk shall, by the testimony of some competent witness, or
of the applicant, ascertain the christain and surname of the parties.
their respective places of residence, that they are of sufficient age
to be capable in law of contracting marriage, and whether there
be any legal impediment to the partics entering into the marriage
contract. and he shall enter the tacts so ascertained, and date the
ltcense, in a hook to be kept by him for that purpose.

SEc. 7. 1 on such testimony heing given, it shall appear that
cither of the parties is legally incompetent to enter into such con-
tract, or that there is any impediment in the way; or if cither
party is a minor, and the consent mentioned in scetion five shall
not be given, the said clerk shall refuse to grant a license.

Skc. 8. Every Judge and Justice of  the peace, and every
licensed or ordained preacher of the gospel, may perform the cer-
cmony of marriage in this Territory, '
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Rec. 9. In the solemnization of marriage, no particular form
=hall be required, except that the parties shall solemnly declare in
the presence of the magistrate or minister, and the attending wit-
nessex, that they take each other as husband and wife, and in any
casce there shall be at least two witnesses beside the minister or
imagistrate, present at the ceremony.

Sec. 10, When a marriage shall have been solemnized, pursu-
ant to the provisions of’ this act, the minister or Ill.l“'lﬂh‘ltt' who
<ole mm/ml the same, shall give each of' the parties, on request, «
certiticate under his hand, =s|u,(:1h'm0' the names, ages and place of’
residence of' the parties luarl'lod the names and residence of at
Jeast two witnesses who were present at such marriage, and the
time and place thercof.

Nec. 11, Every person having authority to join others in mar-
riage, shall, within three months atter the solemnization of any
=nch marriage, make and deliver to the county clerk of' the county
in which thc marriage took place, a certific: ite cont uning the par-
ticulars mentioned in the preceding section.

Nkc. 12, The county clerk of eachh county in the Territory,
<hall record all such returns of such marriages in a bhook to ln
kept tor that purpose, within one month after receiving the same,

Nec. 13, If any justice, minister, or other person, whose duty
it ix to make and transmit to the county clerk such certificate,
shall negleet to make and deliver the same, or it the county cle 1']».
<hall m-(rlvct to record such certificate, or if any person shall
andertake to join others in marriage, knowing ‘that he is not
legally authorized so to do, or l\lw“mu‘ of any lvﬂ'.ll impediment
to the proposed marriage, or if any p(,r-mn authorized to solemn-
ize any marriage shall w:ltull\ and’ knowingly make a talse certifi-
cate of any marriage to the county clerk, or if the said county
clerk shall w I“’ll"\' and l\llowlnu‘h make a false record of any
certificate of” marriage to him made, he shall be deemed zuilty of
misdemeanor, and shall be pmnslwtl by a fine not l\('l‘c(llll“‘ five
handred dollars, or imprizonment for a period not exee vtllnu' one
year, at the discretion ot the court.

Sec. 14, No marriage solemnized before any person professing
to be a justice of the peace or a minister of the gospel, shall e
deemed or adjudged to be void, nor shall the vahdity thereot’ he
in any way aftected, on account of any want of jurisdiction or
uurlmrlt\ in such supposed justice or minister; Provided, "The
marriage be consummated with @ full beliet” on the part of the
persons so married, or either of them. that they have been law-
tully joined in marriage.
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Sec. 15, It shall be lawtu] for any religious society to join any retigions
together in marriage, such persons as are of the said society, Ja o
secording to the rites and customs of such society to which they inmarrinse.
helong, the clerk or keeper of the minutes, proceedings, or other
book of the religious society wherein such marriage shall be had,
or if there be no such clerk or keeper of the minutes, then the
moderator or person presiding in such society, shall make out and oty or cieris
transmit to the county clerk of the county, a certiticate of the
marriage, and the same shall be recorded in like manner as is pro-
vided in the preceding seetion of this title,

Skc. 16, The original certificate and record of marringe made
by the minister, officer, or person, as prescribed in this title, and
the record thereot made as preseribed, or a copy of such record
duly certified by such ofticer, shall be received in all courts and
places as presumptive evidence of the fact of such marriage,
contractsout-  Ngc. 17. All marriage contracts without this Territory, which
side this Ter- . . ‘ . - . s
ritory  valia, would be valid by the laws of the country in which the same
when. were contracted, shall be valid in all courts and places in this

Territory.
Acts repenied,  SEC. 18.

Original  eep-
Lifcite,

All acts and parts of acts inconsistent with the pro-
visions of’ this act, are hereby repealed.
Sec. 19, This act shall take effect and be in force on and after
the first day ot January, one thousand eight hundred and seventy.
Approved, December 10, 1869,



