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L977 STATE OF WYOMING

Hous' BrLr, No. '/66

lf{TRfiDU.-.iE t)

77LSO-270.01

Compensation for victims of crirne.
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Sponsored by:

A BILL

for
AN ACT to create W.S. l-1075 through l-I087 reJ.ating to
compensation of victims of crirnes; providinq for creation
of the crimes compensation board; providing for compen-

sation of victims and dependents of the vJ_ctims; specify-
ing the procedure for claiming compensation, hearings

thereon and awards therefor; providing for penalties; and

providing for an effective date.

Representative crtowLljv (fua._- A2

Be It Enacted by the islature of the State of I{

Section l. U.S. l-1075 through l-1087 are created to
read:

l-I075. Citation. This act shal_l be cited as the

"Victims of Crirne Compensation Act".

1-1076. oefinitions.

(a) As used in this actl

(i) 'Board" means

-1-

the crimes compensation
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L977 STATE OF WYOMING 71LSO-270

board established by this act;

(ii) nCriminal actr means an act committed or
attempted in this state which is punishable as a felony
under the laws of this statet

(iii) "Depend.ent', means any relative of the
victim vrho was wholly or partially dependent upon his
income at the tirne of his injury or death and includes the
child of the victj-m born after his death;

1iv) 'rPersonal injuryn means actual bodilv
harm;

(v) "Relative of the victimn means his spouse,

parent, grandparent, stepparent, child including natural
born chitd, stepchild or adopted chi1d, grandchild,
brother or sisteri

(vi) "Victim" means a person who suffers per-
sonar injury or is kilred in this state as a direct resul-t
of:

(A) A criminal act of another personi

(B) The personrs good faith and reason-
able effort in attempting to prevent the commission of a

criminal act, or to apprehend a person engaging in a crim-
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1977 STATE OT IIOf,IilG 77Lso-27fi

t leat officer to tlo so; or

2 (C) Assisting or atterpting t<l assist a

3 person agailst rhon a crire is beiag perpetf,ated or

4 attenpted.

5 (rii) Hthi-s act! qears I.5. 1-1075 through

6 1-1087.

7 1-1077rt E+iqiEiLlLtL lE{}xl:oroensatiou,

g ta) A perso! is ent1tl-ed to cospensation uucler tbis
9 act if:

ti) fle is a Yictin;

{ii} se is a clependett;

12 {iii) ili-' sufierecl p€cntriaf,y 1oss resultiag
13 fron tbe j-njury or cleath of the vi-ctin;

14 (iy) The cict5.n ras not a relative of the

15 offeDdef, otr ras not J.i"ving rith the offender as a r€lber
16 of bis fari.ly or bous€hold. at tbe tire of tbc personal

17 iajury or ileath;

l8 (vl The injury to or deatb of tbe.. yictir ras

19 rot attxibutabLe to bis orD rrorrgful act or prorocation of

20 bis assailant;

l0
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1977 STarE O-[' rYOtrilG 77LSA-27 A

{yi) the appropriate lar enforceleDt officials
rere notifiecl of t.he cr1lj.nal act allegedJ-y causiag tbe

iajury to or deaih of tbe victin as soo$ after its perpe-

tration as practica.L uniier tle circuastalce; and
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(sli) the applicatioa

filed uiLh the board rithia one (1)

tbe injary to or death of tbe victil

exteasi.ou of tile as the board

sbort.

for corpeisatioa is
year after the date of

cr rithin artt further

allors for good cause

1-1078.,_ Pecu$iary J-oss-

(a) ?ecun.iary loss to an applicalt uniler tbis act

resuJ.tiag fron i-ujury or rlEath to a yicti-a iaclndes, iu

th€ case of injury, appropriate rerlical expeases and

hosprtal expenses, loss of earuiogs, Loss of fntrre earn-

i-ugs becaose of a riisabj-lit1 resulting fror thc injury and

other erp€nses for treatlent by Christiaa Science practi-

tioaers and oursing care approprj-ate thereto, a.ud ia tbe

case of cleatb, additicnal fureral and buriaL expeuses aod

loss of support to the ilependents of tbe victir-

.(b, Loss of, earnings, loss of future earaings aad

loss of support shall be deternined on the basis of the

victirts arerage uonthly earnings for the six (6) rosths

irreiliately preceiliag tbe date of tle injurt or on tite .)

-4- ^ilh\ilu
$



1977 srATE 0r rIotIx6 7?r,so-z? 0

bnadred ilo-l.1ars {$500.00) per rontb, rhichever ig less-

{c} Sotbiog in this section aotborj.zes the ralilg of

chil.d support Inytents for the beaefit of a cbilil con-

ceired as a result of the rape of its tother. Pain anil

suf,fering shall not be consitlered in iieterriaing pecuniary

loss. Pecuniary loss cloes Dot i.lclude property danage.

1-10?9.,. lstabli^shretrt of board:,Ialgrs and rluties.

(a) ?h€re is esta5lisbed a crites corpeasation board

rhicb sha1l be corposeil of three (.J) nesbexs to be

appointed by the goyernoE. OBe (1) of the leBbers shall
be desigaated as chairnan b1 the gaverrox.

tbl ?be tern of offrce for each selber of the boaril

sbal-l. $e t.hree {3) fears, ercept that of tbe lesbexs fi.rst
appoiateil one ('1, sba-l-l- be appointed for a tera of three

(31 years, or+ (1) for a terr of tro tz't lears aud oae {1}

tor a tera of oae (1) year. AlI vacancies, ercept through

the erpiraiioD ot ters, sba1l be iilled f,or the uaexpired

terr ouJ.1.

(c) Ierbers of the board shall receire no salart but

are entitled to per.dier ancl travel erpenses aethorized by

lar for legislators.

(d) Tbe board shaLl.:
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L977 STATE OF hYOMING 77LSO-270

Adopt, promulgate, amend and rescind ruLes

to carry out the provisions and purposes

I
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and regulations

of this actt
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(ii) Request from county attorneys, police or

county sheriffs all investigation and data as wilL enable

the board to determine if, in fact, a crime was commj.tted

or attempted and the extent, if any, to which the victim
was responsible for his own injury;

(iii) Hear and determine all cLaims for awards

filed with the board pursuant to this act;

(iv) Direct medical exarninations of victims;

(v) HoId hearings in accordance with the
Wyoming Administrative Procedure Act; and

(vi1 Report each year to the governor and

Ieg5-slature on its activities.

I-1080. Application for compensation; required
information.

(a) Any person who is eligible for compensation pur-

suant to this act, or his parentl guardian or personal

representative acting on his behalf, may apply to the

board, under oath, on a form prescribed. and furnished by

-6-
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t977 STATE OF WYOMTNG 77LSO-270

I the board, setting forth the following:

(i) The name and address of the victim;

3 (ii) If the victim is deceased, the name and

4 address of the applicant and his relationshJ_p to the
5 victim, the names and addresses of other persons dependent

6 on the victim for their support and the extent to which

7 each is dependent;

8 (iii) The date and nature of the criminal act
9 on rqhich the application for compensation is based;

10 1iv) The date and place where and the law

11 enforcement officiars to whom notification of the criminal
L2 act was given;

13 (v) The nature and extent of the injuries sus-

14 tained by the victim, the names and addresses of those

15 giving medical and hospitalization treatment to the victim
16 and whether death resultedi

L7 (vi) The pecuniary loss to the applicant and

18 to all other persons as specified under paragraph (a) (ii)
19 of this section resulting from the injury or death;

20 (vii) The amount of benefj_ts, payments or
2L awards, if any, payable under the Workerrs Compensation

-7-
nupt



7977 sTAts oF n:oqltc 77LSe:270

Act of, fror ]oca} gocernrertalr state or fecleral funds,

rbich tbe applicatrt atril each otber Persol listed under

paragrapb {al tiil of tbis section has recei.red or to rhich

each is entj-tled as a liesult of tbe iajury or death, or

lroa aDy other souf,ce;

(viii) Seleases authorizing tLe surrender to

the boara al.l reports, docunents ald other inforration

relating to the natters specified uriler tbis sectioa; aud

(irl A11 other iniorratioo as the boaril

reasoaably reEuires.

(b) Ibe board nay reguire tbat aaterials substan-

tiatiug the facts statecl in tire application be subaitted

rith the applicaiion. If the court fj-nds that ao applica*

tlon does lot contair the reguired inforuati-oa or tbat t!€

facts stated therein hirve not b€en substautiated, j.t sball

notify the appliqrnt in rrrtiag of the specific ad,ditional

itenF of inforration or aaterials required aad that be has

tbirty (30) tlays 5.n rbich to furnish tbose iters to the

court. the board shall reject tbe applicatioa of as

app}icant rbo althongh nctiiied fails to f,il-e the

reguested in.forratiotr or su.bstaatiating naterials ritbin
.tle tile specified. unless he reguests, and the boartl

graats, aD ertensiol of tise in rbicb to iurnish that
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jlforlatioa. ^la applicaut, on his onn eotionr rny fil'e au

.nend,ed applicati.o! or aildi,tional substantiatitg naterials
to carf,ect iaa<lrertent errof,s oE ouissions at aal tire
before the oriqiaal application bas been disposeil of by

the boaril. I$ eitber cas€, the fiJ-ilg of ail0itional
infornation or of an aleuded applicatioa sball be consid-

ereal to have beea fileit at the sane tise as tbe origiual
application.

1-1081. Heaf,i&q: fincii.nqs: oxder.

{a) Eearings sira1l be heJ.d ot tle applj.cation arrl

sbal.J' be opea to the pub1ic unless the boarcl cletellises

ihat a cl gs€il beariog is aecessary bec.ause:

ti.) the alleged assailant or offender has oot

been brought to trail atal a punlic bearisg roul-d ailyers,+l!

affect eit-ber his apprehensi-on or his trial;

(iil lbc tictir or alleged assaj-Iant is
I.l.nosi Or

(iii) I publi.c hearing rould frnstrate ratber

than further tbe luterest of justic*.

(bl A transfipt sh'all be tept of the proceediogs of

hearinEs be.Lil before the boaril aud sball inclqde tbe

boarilrs fisdiags of fact and conclusioos of tb€ arouut of
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corpersatioa, if atry, to rhicb tbe applicant aail p€rsons

dependent or a deceaseit victir are ettitled. Xo part of

tbe transcript of aay bearing before tbe bcard nay be used

for any purpose in a cririnal proceedilg exc.jpt in tbe

prosecutioo of a persoa allege<t to have perjured hirself
jl his testinory before the boaril.

(c) et tbe conclusion of tbe bearing, the board

shall etrter an order statiug:

(i) Its finditrgs ot fact:

(iil lts decision as to rb€tber or aot coipen-

sation is ilue uniler this act;
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{iii} Tbe a&ount of coupensatiol,

rbich is due under this act;

anY e

(iyl flbether disburselent of tbe conpensaticl

ararded is to be rade ia a lunp suu or in periorlic pay-

reats; and

(y) Tbe perso! or person to rbor the corpen-

sat1on shoulil be paid. the board rat order terporary pal-

rents to be rade pelding its ileterriuatiol of the total

aroE|It of conpensation due utrder this act..

{d} If the boaril finds, in the case of applica-

-10-
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.t5- oa rade by a person depenilent

deceased rictin, that persons other

t€re also tlepenclent oa that victir

sball also:

(i) Sare those

(ii) State tbe

colpeasatioa arard ano the

entitled; and

7?LSO-Z'IO

for hj-s sopport otl a

than the applicaat

for tbeir support, it

persons ia its order;

percentage share of the total
ilo].].ar arcuat to rhicb each is
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(iii) Ord€r that tbose a&outrts bc paid to

those persous directly of,r it the case of a aiuor or

iaconpeteDt, to ir5. s guardian or conservato!, as tbe cas€

ray be.

1-1092., StandaEds for conpgnsa&iot=

(al ilor the puEpose of ileternil5ag the anount of any

cortrreasation payabl-e pursuant to this act, tbe board

sha11, insofar as practicable, fornulate standards for
uniforn application of tbis act anil sbal.l tahe into con-

ei deration rates and aloutts of corpeasatiol payable for
5njuries and ileath uatler otber l.ars of thi-s state and of
the Oai.tetl States and the availability of funds appropri-

atecl for purpos€s of this act.

no eveat shall the corpensation for each(b)

- 1l - -M
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1 applicatior erceerl five thousand dollars {$5r0&O.0Ol .

2 1-1083., co.p€trsatior aracil.

3 (a) In aa1, case ia rhich a person is injureil or

4 Lilleri by a crilinal act, tbe boaril ray orcie.c the paynent

5 of conpensatioa io accordarrce fith this act:

{i) For tbe benefit of tbe i-njured, person;

7 {ii) In tbe case of perscnal injurl of the

E vi.ctia, to any person xespotrsible tor i.ire naiotenance of
9 the rictil rbo has suffered pecuaiarlr -Loss or incurred

10 experses as a resuJ-t of this injury; or

11 (iii, Irr lhe case of death of the rictir, for

12 the benefit of aoy one (1) or nore of the dependelts ot

13 the victir.

14 tb) ID cleteruining yhetber ta ataril conpeusation

15 ulder this act, tbe board shall cousider:

16 (i) lf.l ci.rcorstanses tleterrined to be rele*

1? yaat, ircludiug pnorocation, corsent or any other bebarior

18 et the victil rhich directly or i-nilirectll coatributeil to

19 his injury or ceath;

20 {ii1 Tbe prior case or socia} history, if ary,

21 of the victir;

-72- -N-
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(iii) deed for finaucial aid; and

tivl Any other reLevaat ratters.

(c! Tbe board shall not consirler rbetber the a11e9ed

assailaot bas been appreheuded, pros€cut€d or coinvLcted,

nor the result of aay cri'liual proceedi-ngs against bir.

{dl ID deterniniag the alount of coupensation to be

a.l.J.ored by order, the board shall tahe irto consideratioo

anouots receiveil or receiyable fror an)r otber souEce or

sources by the victir or his d€peadents as a f,€sult of tbe

incirieat or oifense givi.ng rise to tbe application. Tbe

board sball tleduct the anount ot beuefits, payreats or

arards payable uniler the {lorhelrs Conpensatiou Act or

fror local- governoental, state nr federal fands, rhi.cb the

applicant or ilependeDts hay€ receiyeil or to ririch thel ar€

+ntitled as a resul.t of injurl to or death of the victia.

(e) Tbe board nal order the palreot of cotpelsation

under tbis act for:

til Srpenses actually
as a r€sult of the pexsonal injury

tiit Loss of earning

total or partial incapacitl of tbe

and reasonably incurred

or deatb of tbe vj-ctit:

Pouer as

victi-a;

- 13 -
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tiii) Pecnaiary

deceased vi.cti-r; aad

loss to tbe depeadeats of tbe

{iT} lay otber loss resulting fcor the per:-

sonal injury or deatb of tbe rictir rhich the conrt iieter-

ri-res to be reasoaable.

l-1084.i 3e@verv frol off.enileg.

(a) tben iur orcler tor tli€ payr€Dt of corpeusation

for personal inJury or death i-s or has been rade nnilel

this act, the state sbal.l, upon payr€ot ot the arourt ot

the order, be subrogated to tbe right of tbe appLicant to

collect tlaoages froo the p€rson of, pef,sorrs respoasi.ble for

the iujury or death ancl the stat€ shal1 be entitlecl to

briug ao action agaiost tb: respoasrble person or peraons

for tbe alount af the daaages sustaineil by the applicant.

(b) the applicant or other recipieat nust give crit-

ten notice to the boaril of tbe raliug of a c1ail or denand

or tbe fililg of a sait for the danag€s specified in sub-

section (a) of tbis section.

t-1995., raivers and releases _veio: gorpersatiog

erer.pt fror greilitorg-claits'r An? agreerent by aB iodi-
yiduat to raiye, rel.ease or collute !r'is rigbts under this

act is void. Corp<rnsation due under tbis act nay not be

t
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assigaed, pJ'edged, eBcunb€f,ed, r€leased or co.r[ted.
corpensation under tbis act i-s exelpt fror al.l c).aits of,

credi.tors ancl frm levy, execution and attachlelt or other

reneily for recor€.rlr or co.l.].ectiol of a al€bt, anil this
ererptioa ray not be rai-ved.

1=1.086., fees ggt -chgEqsaile. tio fee nay be cbargetl

to the applicant in aay proceeding uacler this act ercept

as provideil by this act. If the applicalt is represented

by counsel in laking application uatler this act or in any

further proceedi.ugs prov5.iled for in this act, tbr counsel

r:r1 seceive Do palrejit for his serrices except an asount

as tbe boaril deterrires to be r€asoaa&l€.

1=198?r__ggnalties for liolatio!_ oi act. Applica-

Lions and otber rrj'ttes docunents subsittsd pursuant to

tlis act sha1l be uatler peaa1ty of perjurl. lto corpen*

sation under this act nay be paid to al applicaat rbo vio-

J.ates tbis section or knoyingly acauiesces in a riolatiou

of tbis section.
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I'ISCAL NOTE

Fiscal- Note No. 731
Re guester_@pr es e-ifETfIE Crowl ey

Part I. FlscaL Data:
SIIORT TITLE OI' BTLL: nsation for victims NAME OF I'IJND

None shown

of crime

SOURCE OT AP?ROPRIATION Nerir Program
Change ln Exlsting Program( )

None shown Local Government Impact (
If rnore than one appropriation is involved, shov overall effect below, but show breakdown by
appropriation and fiscal year on a separate page. Round to nearest hundred dollars.

LI
Jt. Res. No,

STATUTORY REI'ERENCE
Nos' to create ll|.
1-107 5/1087

EFFECT OF PROPOSAI
I'ISCAL PERIODS

BIENNIAL INCREASE OR (-) DECREASE

Second Biennlal rnlrd 5l-ennaar

Salaries & Nurnber of
Personnel

SupporLing Expenses

Permanent Property

Aids to Localities

OEher

ESTIMATED TOTAL COST

GENEML I'IJND

FEDERAL FUND

ESTIMATED TOTAL REVENUE

Part II. Explain ln a clear and concise nanner what effect this measure will have on the costs and
revenues of state government. Specify the source of funds for appropriatlons. Include effect on
the current biennlum and also the long-range fiscal effect, if any. Show how you arrived at the
estimate. Use attached sheet and any additlonal sheets whlch you nay need.

The bil'l does not disclose funding for the board expenses. A1 so expenses are at
the legislative rate instead of the usual state empioyee rate of pei" diem and mfleage.
!!mpe!s-qtion to pay any victims must come from some airpropriation which js notidentified in the bill or how local government funds ire io be appropriated for thispurpose. Article 3,_Section 35, l,Jyoming Constitution requires approbriations before
expenditures except for interest on pub'lic debt. The podsible cblts'involved are'impossible to forecast.

Authorized ReDresentative

See below.

tive Auditor Clearance
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